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An eccount of Mr. Gamaliel Pickle. The diſpoſition 
of his ſiſter deſcribed. He yields to her ſolicitations, 
and returns 19 the country, | 


Na certain county of England, bounded on 
one ſide by the ſea, and at the diſtzncy of 
one hundred miles. from the metropolis, lived 
Gamaliel Pickle, Eſq; the father of that hero 
whoſe adventures we propoſe to record, He was 
the ſon of a merchant in London, who (like 
Rome) from ſmall beginnings, had raiſed himſelf 
to the higheſt honours of the city, and acquired 
a plentiful fortune, though, to his infinite regret, 
he died before it amounted to a Plum, conjuring 
his ſon, as he reſpected the laſt injunction of a 
parent, to imitate his induſtry and adhere to his 
maxims, until he ſhould have made up the defi- 
ciency, which was a ſum conſiderably lefs than 
fifteen thouſand pounds. | 
This pathetic remonſtrance had the defired ef- 
fect upon his repreſentative, who ſpared no pains 
to fulfil the requeſt of the deceaſed ; but exerted 
all the capacity with which nature had endowed 
him, in a ſcries of efforts, which, however, did 
not ſucceed; for by that time he had been fifteen 
years in trade, he found himſelf five thouſand 
pounds worſe than he was when he firſt took 
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poſſeſſion of his father's effects: a circumſtance 
that aifected him fo nearly, as th detach his incli- 
nations from buſineſs, and induce him to retire 
from the world, to ſome place where he might at 
leifure deplore his misfortunes, and, by frugality, 
ſecure himſelf from want, and the apprehenſions 


of a jail, with which his imagination was inceſ- ' 


ſantly haunted. He was often heard to expreſs 
his fears of coming upon the pariſh ; and to bleſs 
God, that, on account of his having been ſo long 
a houſekeeper, he was entitled to that proviſion. 
In ſhort, his talents were not naturally active, 
and there was a ſort of inconſiſtency in his cha- 
racer; for, with all the deſire of amaſſing which 
any citizen could poſſibly entertain, he was en- 
cumbered by a certain indolence and flugyiſhnefs 
that prevailed over every intereſted conſideration, 
and even hindered him from profiting by that 
fingleneſs of apprehenſion, and moderation of ap- 


petites, which have ſo frequently conduced to the 
acquiſition of immenſe fortunes, qualities which 


he poſſeſſed in a very remarkable degree. Nature 


in all probability, had mixed little or nothing in- 


flammable in his compoſition ; or, whatever ſeeds 
of exceſs ſhe might have ſown within him, were 
effectually ſtiſted and deſtroyed by the auſterity 
of his education. | 

The fallies of his youth, far from being inor- 
dinate or criminal, never excecded the bounds of 
that decent jollity, which an extraordinary pot, 
on extraordinary.occaſions, may be ſuppoſed to 
have produced in a club of ſedate book-keepers, 
whoſe imaginations were neither very warm nor 
luxuriant. Little ſubject to refined ſenſations, he 
was ſcarce ever diſturbed with violent emotions 
of any kind. The paſſion of love never inter- 
rupted his tranquillity; and if, as Mr, Creech 
fays after Horace, 


Not to admire 1s all the art T know, 
To make men happy, and 1o keep them ſo; 
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Mr. Pickle was undoubtedly poſſeſſed of that in- 
valuable ſecret; at leaſt he was never known to 
betray the fainteſt ſymptom of tranſport, except 
one evening at the club, where he obſerved, with 
tome demonſtrations of vivacity, that he. had 
dincd upon a delicate loin of vcal. 

Notwithſtanding this appearance of phlegm, 
he could not help feeling his diſappointments in 
trade; and upon the failure of a certain under- 
writer, by which he Joſt five hundred pounds, 
declared his deſign of rehinquiſhing buſineſs, and 
retiring to the country. In this refolution he was 
comforted and encouraged by his only ſiſter Mrs. 
Grizzle, who had managed his family fince the 
death of his father, and was now iu the thirtieth 
year of her maidenhood, with a fortune of five 
thouſand pounds, and a large flock of economy 
and devotion, | | 

Theſe qualifications, one would think, might 
have been the means of abridging the term of 
her cclibacy, as ſhe never expreſſed any averſion 
to wedloek; but, it ſeems, ſhe was too delicate 
in her choice, to find a mate to her inclination in 
the city: for | cannot ſuppoſe that the remained 
fo long unſolicited; though the charms of her 
perſon were not altogether enchanting, nor her 
manner over and above agrecable. Excluſive of a 
very wan (not to call it fallow) complexion, which 
perhaps was the effects of her virginity and morti— 
fication, fhe had a caſt in her eyes that was not at 
all engaging, and ſuch an extent of mouth, as no 
art or atlectation could contract into any propor- 
tionable dimenſion : then her piety was rather 
pceviſh than reſigned, and did nut in the leaſt 
diminiſh a certain ſtatelineſs in her demeanor and 
converſation, that delighted in communicating the 
importance and honour of her family, which, by 
the bye, was not to be traced two generations 
back, by all the power of heraldry or tradition. 

She ſeemed to have renounced all the ideas the 
had acquired before her father ſerved the office of 
fhcrift;, and the æra which regulated the dates of 
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all her obſervations, was the mayoralty of her 
papa. Nay, ſo ſolicitous was this good lady for the 
ſupport and propagation of the ſamily- name, that, 
ſuppreſſing every ſelfiſh motive, ſhe actually pre- 
vailed upon her brother to combat with his own 
diſpoſition, and even ſurmount it ſo far, as to de- 
clare a paſſion for the perſon whom he afterwards 
wedded, as we ſhall ſce in the ſequel. Indeed, 
ſhe was the ſpur that inſtigated him in all his ex- 
traordinary undertakings; and I queſtion whether 
or not he would have been able to diſengage him- 
ſelf from that courſe of life in which he had ſo 
long mechanically moved, unleſs he had been 
rouſed and actuated by her inceſſant exhortations. 
London, ſhe obſerved, was à receptacle of ini— 
quity, where an honeſt unſuſpecting man was 


every day in danger of falling a ſacrifice to craft; 


where innocence was expoſed to continual temp-— 
tations, and virtue eternally perſecuted by malice 
and ſlander ; where every thing was ruled by ca- 
price and corruption, and merit utterly diſcou- 
raged and deſviſed. This Jaſt imputation ſhe 
pronounced with ſuch emphaſis and chagrin, as 
plainly denoted how far ſhe conſidered herſelf as 


an example of what the advanced; and really the 


charge was juſtified by the conſtructions that were 
put upon her retreat by her female friends, whe, 
far from imputing it to the laudable motives that 
induced her, infinuated, in ſarcaſtic commenda- 
tions, that ſhe had good reaſon to be diſſatisfied 
with a place where ſhe had been ſo long overs 
looked; and that it was certainly her wiſeſt 
courſe to make her laſt effort in the country, 


where, in all probability, her talents would be 


leſs eclipſed, and her fortune more attractive. 
Be this as it will, her admonitions, though 


they were powerful enough to convince, would 


have been inſufficient to overcome the languor 
and vis inertie of her brother, had ſhe not rein- 


forced her arguments, by calling in queſtion the 


credit of two or three merchants, with whom he 


was embarked in trade. 
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Alarmed at theſe hints of intelligence, he ex- 
erted himſelf effectually, he withdrew his money 
from trade, and laying it out in Bank-ſtock and 
India-bonds, removed to a houſe in the country, 
which his father had built near the ſea-ſide, for 
the convenience of carrying on a certain branch 
of traffiek in which he had been deeply concerned. 

Here then Mr. Pickle fixed his habitation for 
life, in the ſix and thirtierh year of his age; and 
though the pangs he felt at parting with his inti- 
mate companions, and quitting all his former con- 
nexions, were not quite ſo keen as to produce any 
dangerous diſorder in his conſtitution, he did not 
fail to be extremely diſconcerted at his firſt en- 
trance into a ſcene of life to which he was totally 
a ſtranger. . Not but that he met with abundance 
of people in the country, who, in conſideration of 
his fortune, courtcd his acquaintance, and breath- 
ed nothing but friendſhip and hoſpitality : yet 
even the trouble of receiving and returning theſe 
civilities, was an intolerable fatigue to a man of 
his habits and diſpoſition. He therefore left the 
care of the ceremonial to his ſiſter, who indulged 
herſelf in all the pride of formality, while he 
himſelf having made a diſcovery of a public-houſe 
in the neighbourhood, went thither every even- 
ing, and enjoycd his pipe and cann; being ve 
well fatisfied with the behaviour of the landlord, 
whoſe communicative temper was a great com- 
fort to his own taciturnity ? for he thunned all 
ſuperfluity of ſpeech, as much as he avoided any 
other unneceſſary expence. 8 


NN 
He is made acquainted with the characters of Com- 
modore Trunnion and his adherents ; meets with 
them by accident, and coutracts an intimacy with 
that commander, | 


f | HIS loquacious publican ſoon gave him 

iketchegs of all the characters in the county; 

and, among others, deſeribed that of his next 
| iy 
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neighbour, Commodore Trunnion, which was 
altogether fingular and odd. The commodore 


and your worthip (ſaid he) will in a ſhort time be 


hand and glove; he has a power of money; and 
ſpends it like a prince—that is in his own way 
for to be ſure he is a little humourſome, as the 
faying 1s, and ſwears woundedly; though I'll be 
ſworn he means no more harm than a ſucking 
babe. Lord help ns! it will do your honour's 
heart good to hear him tell a ſtory, as how he lay 
along ſide of the French, yard-arm and yard-arm, 
board and board, and of heaving grapplings, and 
ſtink-pots and grapes, and round and double- 
headed partridges, crows and carters—Laud have 
mercy upon us! he has been a great warrior in 
his time, and loſt an eye and a heel in the ſervice 
— Then he does not live like any other Chriſtian 
land-man ; but keeps garriſon in his houſe, as if 
he were in the midſt of his enemies, and makes 
his ſervants turn out in the night, watch and 
watch (as he calls it) all the year round. His 


habitation is detended by a ditch, over which 


he has laid a draw-bridge, and planted his court- 
yard with patereroes continually loaded with 
Mot, under the direction of one Mr. Hatchway, 
who had one of his legs ſhot away, while he 
acted as lieutenant on board the commodote's 
ſhip ; and now being on half-pay, lives with 
him as his companion. The heutenant is a very 
brave man, a great joker, and, as the ſaying 1s, 
hath got the length of his commander's foot— 
Though he has another favourite in the houſe 
called Tom Fipes, that was his boatſwain's mate, 
and now keeps the ſervants in order. Tom 1s a 
man of few words, but an excclicnt hand at a 
fong concerning the boatſwain's whiſtle, hufsle- 
cap and chuck farthing—there is not ſuch another 


pipe in the county—So that the commodore lives 


very happy in his own manner; thof he be ſome- 
times thrown into perilous paſſions and quan- 
daries, by the application of his poor kinſmen, 
whom he can't abide, becauſe as how tome of 
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them were the firſt occaſion of his going to ſea. 
Then he ſweats with agony at the ſight of an at- 
torney ; juſt for all the world as ſome people 
have an antipathy to a cat; for it ſeems: he was 
once at law, for ſtriking one of his officers, and 
caſt in a ſwinging ſum. He is, moreover, ex- 
ceedingly afflicted with goblins that diſturb his 
reſt, and keep ſuch a racket in his houſe, that 

ou would think (God bleſs us!) all the devils in 
bell had broke looſe upon him. It was no longer 
azo than laſt year about this time, that he was 
tormented the live-long night by two miſchievous 
ſpirits that got into his chamber, and played a 
thouſand pranks about his hammock (for there 
is not one bed within his walls). Well, Sir, he 
rung his bell, called up all his ſervants, got lights, 
and made a thorough ſearch; but the devil a 
goblin was to be found. He had no ſooner turned 
in again, and the reſt of the family gone to ſleep, 
than the foul fiends began their game anew. The 
commodore got up in the dark, drew his cutlaſs, 
and attacked them both ſo manfully, that, at five 
minutes, every thing in the apartment went to 
pieces. The lheutenant hearing the noiſe, came 
to his afliſtance, Tom Pipes being told what 
was the matter, lighted his match, and going 
down-to the yard, fired all the patgreroes as fig 
nals of diſtreſs. Well to be ture, the whole 
pariſh was in a pucker : ſome thought the French 
had landed; others imagined the commodore's 
houſe was beſet by thieves: for my own part, I 
called up two dragoons that are quartered upon 
me; and they ſwore with deadly oaths, it was a 
gang of ſmugglers engaged with a party of their 
regiment that hes in the next village; and mount= 


ing their horſes like luſty fellows, rode up into 


the country as faſt as their beaſts could carry 


them. Ah, maſter ! theſe are hard times, when 


an induſtrious body cannot earn his bread, with- 
out fear of the gallows. Your worſhip's father 
(God reſt his foul !) was a good gentleman, and 


as well reſpected in this pariſh as cer a he that 
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walks upon neat's leather. And if your honour 
ſhould want a ſmall parcel of fine tea or a few 
anchors of right Nants, I'll be bound you ſhall 
be furniſh'd to your heart's content. But, as 1 
was ſaying, the hubbub continued 'till morning, 
when the parſon being ſeat for, conjured the ſpi- 
Tits into the Red Sea; and the houſe has been 
pretty quiet ever ſince. True it is, Mr. Hatch- 
way makes a mock of the whole affair; and told 
his commander in this very bleffed ſpot, that the 
two goblins were no other than a couple of jack- 
daws which had fallen down the chimney, and 
made a flapping with their wings up and down 
the apartment. But the commodore, who 1s very 
choleric, and does not like to be jeered, fell into 
a main high paſhon, and ſtormed like a perfect 
hurricane, ſwearing that he knew a devil from 


a jack-daw as well as e'er a man in the three 
kingdoms. He owned, indeed, that the birds 


were found, but denied that they were the occa- 
fon of the uproar. For my own part, maſter, 1 
believe much may be ſaid on both ſides of the 
queſtion ; thof to be ſure, the devil 1s always 
going about as the ſaying is.“ | 


This circumſtantial account, extraordinary as 


it was, never altered one feature in the counte- 
nance of Mr, Pickle, who having heard it to an 
end, took the pipe from his mouth, ſaying with 
a look of infinite ſagacity and deliberation, © I 
do: ſuppoſe he is of the Corniſh Trunnions. 
What fort of a woman is his ſpouſe ??? „ Spouſe! 
cried the other; odds heart! I don't think he 


would marry the queen of Sheba. Lack-a-day! “- 


Sir, he won't ſuffer his own maids to he in the 
garriſon, but turns them into an out-houſe, every 
night before the watch is fet. Bleſs your honour's 
foul, he 1s, as it were, a very oddiſh kind of a 
gentleman. Your worſhip would have feen him 
before now; for, when he is well, he and my 
good maſter Hatchway come hither every evening, 
and drink a couple of canns of rumbo apiece ; 


Þut he has been confined to his houſe this fort- 
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night by a plaguy fir of the gout, which, I'll aſ- 
ſure your worſhip, is a good penny out of my 


pocket. 


At that inſtaut, Mr Pickle's ears were ſaluted 
with ſuch a ſtrange noiſe, as even diſcompoſed 
the muſcles of his face, which gave immediate 
indications of alarm. This compoſition of notes 
at firſt reſembled the crying of quails, and eroak- 
ing of bull-frogs ; but as it approached nearer, 
he could diſtinguiſh alticulate ſounds pronounced 
with great violence, in ſuch a cadence as one 
would expect to hear from a human creature 
ſcolding through the organs of an aſs. It was 
neither ſpeaking nor braying, but a ſurpriſing 
mixture of both, dr (a: in the utterance of 
terms abſolutely unintelligible to our wondering 
merchant, who had juſt opened his mouth to 
expres his curioſity, when the landlord, ſtarting 
up at the well known found, cried, “ Odd's 
niggers! there 1s the commodore with his com- 
pany, as ſure as I live;” and with his apron be- 
gan to wipe the duſt off an elbow chair placed at 
one fide of rhe fire, and kept. facred for the eaſe 
and convenience of this infirm commander. 
While he was thus occupied, a voice ſtill more 
uncouth than the former, bauled aloud, “ Ho! 
the houſe, a hoy !”” Upon which the publican, 
clapping a hand to each tide of his hee d, with 
his thumbs fixed to his cars, rebellowed in the 
ſame tone, which he hail lcarned to imitate, 
„% Hilloah.“ The voice again exclaimed “ Have 
vou got any attorneys aboard!“ and when the 
jandlord replicd, „ No, no;” this man of ſtrange 
expectation came in, ſupported by his two de- 
pendants, and diſplayed a figure every way an- 
ſwerable to the oddity of his character. He was 


in ſtature at leaſt fix feet high, though he had con- 
tracted an habit of ſtooping, by living ſo long on 
board; his complexion was tawny, and his aſpect 


rendered hideous by a large {car acroſs his noſe, 
and a patch that covered the place of one eve. 
Leing ſeated in his chair, with. great formality 
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the landlord complimented him upon his being able 
to come abroad again; and having, in a whiſper, 
communicated the name of his feilow gueſt, whom 
the commodore already knew by report, went to 
Prepare, with all imaginable diſpatch, the firſt 
allowance of his favourite liquor, in three ſepa- 
rate canns (for each was accommodated with his 


own portion apart), while the lieutenant ſat down 


on the blind fide of his commander; and Tom Pipes, 
knowing his diſtance, with great modeſty took 
his ſtation in the rear. After a pauſe of ſome 
- minutes, the converſation was begun by this 
ferocious chief, who fixing his eye upon the licu- 
tenant with a ſternneſs of conntenance not to be 
deſcribed, addrefled him in theſe words: D—n 


my eyes! Hatchway, I always took you to be a 


better ſeaman than to overſet our chaiſe in ſuch 
fair weather. Blood ! didn't I tell you we were 
running bump aſhore, and bid you ſet in the lec- 
brace, and haul upon a wind?” „ Yes, replied 
the other with an arch ſneer, I do confeſs as how 
you did give ſuch orders, after you had run us 
foul of a poſt, ſo as that the carriage lay along, 
and could not right herſelf,” © I ran you foul 
of a poſt! cried the commander; d—n my heart! 
2 a pretty dog an't you, to tell me ſo over- 

oard to my face! Did | take charge of the 
chaiſe? Did 1 ſtand at the helm?” No, 


anſwered Hatchway; I muſt confeſs you did not 


ſteer ; but howſomever, you cunned all the way, 
and fo, as you could not ſee how the land lay, 
being blind of your larboard eye, we were faſt 
aſhore, before you knew any thing of the matter. 
Pipes, who ſtood abaft, can teſtify the truth of 
what I ſay.” *©* D—-n my limbs! reſumed the 
commodore, I don't value what you or Fipes ſay 
a rope yarn, You're a couple of mutinous 
Pllſay no more; but, you ſhan't run your rig 
upon me, damn ye. I am the man tha larnt 
you, Jack Hatchway, to ſplice a rope, and raiſe 
a perpendicular.” | 
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The lieutenant who was perfectly well ac- 
quainted with the trim of his captain, did not 
chuſeto carry on the altercation any farther; 
but taking up his cann, drank to the health of the 
ſtranger, who very courtcouſly returned the com- 
pliment, without, however, preſumipg to join 
in the converſation, which ſuffered a conſiderable 
pauſe, During this intterruption, Mr. -HPatch- 
way's wit diſplayed itſelf in ſeveral practical jokes 
upon the commodore, with whom, he knew, it 
was dangerous to tamper in any other way. 
Being without the ſphere of his iſion, he ſecurely 
pilſered his tobacco, drank his rumbo, made wry 
faces, and to (uſe the vulgar phraſc) cocked his 


_ eye at him to the no ſmall entertainment of the 


ſpectators, Mr. Pickle himſelf not excepted, who 
gave evident tokens of uncommon ſatisfaction at 
the dexterity of this marine pantomime. 

Mean while, the captain's choler gradually ſub- 
ſided, and he was pleaſed to defire Hatchway, by 
the familiar and friendly diminutive of Jack, to 
read a news-paper that lay on the table before 
him. This taſk was accordingly undeitaken by 
the lame lieutenant, who among other para— 
graphs, read that which follows, with an eleva- 
tion of voice that ſeemed to prognoſticate ſome- 
thing extraordinary. We are informed, that 
admiral Bower will very ſoon be created a Britiſh 
peer, for his eminent ſervices during the war, 
particularly in his late engagement with the 
French fleet.” Trunnion was thunderſtruck at 
this piece of intelligence. The mug dropt from 
his hand and ſhivered into a thouſand pieces; 
his eye gliſtened like that of a rattle-ſnake, and 
ſome minutes elapſed before he could pronounce, 
« Avalt! overhaul that article again.” It was 
no ſooner read the ſecond time, than fmiting 
the table with his fiſt, he ſtarted up, and with 
the moſt violent emphaſis of rage and indigna-— 
tion, exclaimed, * D—n my heart and liver! 'tis 
a land lie, d'ye ſec; and Iwill maintain it to be a 
lie, from the ſprit-ſail yard to the mizen-top-ſail 
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haulyards! Blood and thunder; Will. Bower a 
peer of this realm ! a fellow of yeſterday, that 
ſcarce knows à maſt from a manger; a ſnotty- 
noſe boy, whom I myſelf have ordered to the 
gun, for ſtealing eggs out of the hen-coops | and 
I Hawier Trunnion, who commanded a ſhip be- 
fore he could keep a reckoning, am laid aſide, 
d'ye ſee, and forgotten! If ſo be, as this be the 
caſe, there is a rotten plank in our conſtitution, 
waich ought to be hove down and repaired, 
damn my eyes! For my own part, d'ye fee, I was 
none of your Guinea pigs; I did not riſe in the 
ſervice by parliamenteering intcreſt, or a hand- 
ſome bitch of a wife. I was not hoiſted over the 
bellies of better men, nor ſtrutted athwart the 
quarter-deck 1a a laced doublet, and thingum- 
bobs at the wriſts. Damn my limbs! I have been 
a hard-working man, and ſerved all offices on 
board from cook's ſhifter to the command of a 
veſſel. Here, you Tunley, there's the hand of 
a ſeaman, you dog.” So ſaying he laid hold on 
the landlord's fiſt, and honoured him with ſuch 
a ſqueeze, as compelled him to roar with great 
vociferation, to the infinite ſatisfaction of the com- 
modore, whoſe features were a little unbended, 
by this acknowledgment of his vigour ; and he 
thus proceeded in a leſs outrageous ſtrain : ** þ a 
make a damned noiſe about this engagement with 

the French: but, egad! it was no more thaa 
a bumboat battle, in compariſon with ſome that 
I have ſeen. There was old Rook and ſennings, 
and another whom I'll be damned before I name, 

that knew what fighting was. As for my own 

ſhare, d ye ſee, I am none of thoſe that hollow 
in their own commendation : but if ſo be that I 

were minded. to ſtand my own trumpeter, ſome 

of thoſe little fellows that hold their heads fo 

high, would be taken all aback, as the ſaying is: 

they would he aſhamed to ſhew their colours, 

d—n my eyes !-I once lay eight glaſſes along-ſide 

of the Flour de Louſe, a French man of war, 

though her metal was hcavier, and her comple» 


PEREGRINE PICKLE: 15 


ment larger by an hundred hands than mine. 
You, Jack Hatchway, damn ye, what d'ye grin 
at? D'ye think I tell a ſtory, becauſe you never 
heard it before?“ | 

« Why, look ye, Sir, anſwered the lieute- 
nant, I am glad to find you can ſtand your own 
trumpeter, on occaſion : thof I wiſh you would 


change the tune; for that is the ſame you have 


been piping every watch theſe ten months paſt. 
Tunley himſelf will tell you, he has heard it five 
hundred times.“ God forgive you, Mr. Hatch- 
way, faid the landlord, interrupting him; as I'm 
an honeſt man and a houſekeeper, I never heard 
a ſyllab of the matter.” 

This declaration, though not ſtrictly true, was 
extremely agreeable to Mr. Trunnion, who, with 
an air of triumph, obſerved, ** Aha! Jack, I 
thought I ſhould bring you up, with your gibes 
and your jokes, but ſuppoſe you had heard it 
before, is that any reaſon why it ſhouldn't be 
told to another perſon? There's the ſtranger, 


belike he has heard it five hundred times too; 


han't you brother?“ addreſſing himſelf to Mr. 
Pickle; who, replying with a look expreſſing 
curioſity, “ No, never;” he thus went on: 
„Well you ſeem to be an honeſt, quiet ſort of 
a man; and therefore you muſt know, as I ſaid 
before, I fell in with a French man of war, 
Cape Finiſterre bearing about fix leagues on the 
weather-bow, and the chace three leagues to 
leeward, going before the wind: whereupon J 
ſet my ſtudding fails, and coming up with her 
hoiſted my jack and enſign, and poured in a 
whole broadſide, before you could count three 
rattlings in the mizen ſhrouds ; for I always keep 
a good look-out, and love to have the firſt fire.” 
„That I'll be ſworn, faid Hatchway : for the 
day we made the Triumph, you ordered the men 


to fire when ſhe was hull-to, by the ſame token 


we below pointed the guns at a flight of gulls; 
and I won a cann of punch from the gunner, by 


Killing the firſt bid.” Exaſperated at this ſar- | 
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caſm, he replied with great vehemence, © You 
lie, lubber! d n your bones! what buſineſs 
have you to come always athwart my hauſe in 
this manner ? You, Pipes, was upon deck, and 
can bear witneſs, whether or not | fired too ſoon. 
Speak, you blood of a „and that upon the 
word of a ſeaman: how did the chace bear of 
us, when I gave orders to fire?“ 

Pipes, who had hitherto ſat ſilent, being thus 
called upon to give his evidence, after diverſe 
ſtrange geſticulations, opened his -mouth like a 
gaſping cod, and with a cadence like that of the 
eaſt wind finging through a cranny, pronounced, 
* Half a quarter of a league right upon our 
lee-beam.” *© Nearer, you porpus-fac'd ſwab ! 
(cried the commodore) nearer by twelve fathom : 
but, howſomever, that's enough to prove the 
falſehood of Hatchway's jaw—and ſo, brother, 
d'ye ſee (turning to Mr. Pickle), I lay along: ſide 
of the Flour de Loufe, yard-arm and yard-arm, 
plying our great guns and ſmall arms, and heay- 
ing in ſtink-pots, powder-bottles, and hand- 
grenades, till our ſhot was all expended, double- 
headed, partridge and grape : then we loaded 
with iron crows, marlin ſpikes, and old nails, 
but finding the Frenchman took a great deal of 
drubbing, and that he had ſhort away all our 
Tigging, and killed and wounded a great number 
of our men, dye ſee, I reſolved to run him on 
board upon his quarter, and ſo ordered our 
grapplings to be got ready; but Monſieur per- 
ceiving what we were about, filled his topfails 
and ſhcered off, leaving us like a log upon the 
water, and our ſcuppers running with blood.“ 

Mr. Pickle and the landlord paid ſuch extra- 
ordinary attention to the rehcarſal of this exploit, 
that 'Trunnion was encouraged to entertain them 
with more ſtories of the ſame nature, after which 
he obſerved by way of encomium on the govern- 
ment, that all he had gained in the ſervice was a 
lame foot and the loſs of an eye. The lieutenant, 
WI o could not find in his heart to loſe any oppor- 
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i tunity of being witty at the expence of his com- 


mander, gave a looſe to his fatirical talent once 
more, ſaying, ** I have heard as how you came 


by your lame foot by having your upper decks 


overſtowed with liquor, whereby you became 
crank, and rolled, d'ye fee, in ſuch a manner, 
that by a pitch of the ſhip, your ſtarboard heel 
was jammed in one of the ſcuppers; and as for 
the matter of your eye, that was knocked out by 
your own crew when the Lightning was paid off; 
there's poor Pipes, who was beaten into all the 
colours of the rainbow for taking your part, and 
giving you time to ſheer off; and I don't find as 
how you have rewarded him according as he de- 
ſerves.” As the commodore could not deny the 
truth of theſe anecdotes, however unſeaſonably 
they were introduced, he affected to receive them 
with good humour, as jokes Of the heutenant's 
own inventing; and replied, © Ay, ay, ſack, 
every body knows your tongue is no flander; 


but, howſomever, I'll work you to an oil for 


this, you dog.” So ſaying he lifted up one of his 
crutches, intending to lay it gently acrofs Mr, 
Hatchway's pate ; but Jack, with great apility, 
tilted up his wooden leg, with which he warded 
off the blow, to the no ſmall admiration of Mr. 
Pickle, and utter aſtoniſhment of the landlord, 
who, by the bye, had expreſſed the ſame amaze- 
ment, at the ſame feat, at the ſame hour, every 
night for three months before. 'Trunnion then 
directing his eye to the boatiwain's mate.“ You, 
Pipes (ſaid he), do you go about and tell people 
that I did not reward you for flanding by me, 
when I was huſſled by theſe revellious rapſcal- 
lions; damu you, ha'n't you heen rated on the 
books ever ſince?“ Tom, who indeed had no 
words to ſpare, ſat ſmoaking his pipe with great 
indifference, and never dreamed of paying any re- 
gard to theſe interrogations, which being repeat- 
ed and reinſorced with many oaths, that (how- 
ever) produced no efte&t, the commodore pulled 
out his purſe, ſaying, Here you bitch's baby, 
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here's ſomething better than a ſmart ticket ;” and 
threw it at his ſilent deliverer, who received. and 
pocketed his bounty, without the leaſt demonſtra- 
tion of ſurprize or ſatisfaction ; while the. donor 
turning to Mr. Pickle, ** You ſee, brother (ſaid he), 
I make good the old ſaying, we ſailors get money 
like horſes, and ſpend it like afles ; come, Pipes, 
let's have the boatſwain's whiſtle, and be jovial.“ 
This muſician accordingly applicd to his mouth 
the ſilver inſtrument that hung at a button hole 
of his jacket, by a chain of the ſame metal, and 
though not quite ſo raviſhing as the. pipe of 
Hermes, produced a ſound fo loud and ſhrill, that 
the ſtranger (as it were inſtinctively) ſtopped 
his ears, to preſerve his organs of hearing from 
ſach a dangerous invaſion. The prelude being 
thus executed, Pipes fixed his eyes upon the egg 
of an oſtrich that depended from the ceiling, 
and without once moving them from that object, 
performed the whole cantata in a tene of. voice 
that ſeemed to be the joint iſſue of an Iriſh. bag- 
Pipe, and a ſow-gelder's horn; the commodore, 
the lieutenant and landlord joined in the chorus, 
repeating this clegant ſtanza, 


Buſtle, buſtle, brave boys! 

Let us fing, Jet us toil, 

And drink all the while, 

Since labour's the price of our joys. 


The third line was no ſooner pronounced, than 
the cann was lifted to every man's mouth with 
admirable uniformity; and the next word taken 
up at the end of their draught with a twang 
equally expreſive and harmonious. In ſhort, 
the company began to underſtand one another ; 
Mr. Pickle jeemed to reliſh the entertainment, 
and a correſpondence immediately commenced 
between him and Trunnion, who ſhook him by 
the hand, drank to further acquaintance, and 
even invited him to a meſs of pork and peaſe in 
the garriſon. The compliment was rcturned, 
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ſition Mis. Grizzle had inveſtigated to her own 
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good fellowſhip prevailed, and the night was 


pretty far advanced, when the merchant's man 
arrived with a lanthorn to light his maſter home; 
upon which, the new friends parted, after a 
mutual promiſe of meeting next evening in the 
ſame place. | 


©: M m 

Mrs. Grizzle exerts herſelf in finding a proper 
match for her brother; who is accordingly intro- 
duced to the young lady, whom he marries in due 


ſeaſon. 


Have been the more circumſtantial in opening 

the character of Trunnion, becauſe he bears 
a conſiderable ſhare in the courſe of theſe me- 
moirs; but, now it is high time to reſume the 
confideration of Mrs. Grizzle, who, ſince her 
arrival in the country, had been engroſſed by a 
double care, namely, that of finding a ſuitable 
match for her brother, and a comfortable yoke- 


fellow for herſelf. 


Neither was this aim the reſult of any ſini— 
ſter or frail ſuggeſtion, bur the pure dictates of 
that laudable ambition, which prompted her to 
the preſervation of the family name. Nay, ſo 
difintereſted was ſhe in this purſuit, that poſt- 
poning her neareſt concern, or at leaſt leaving 
her own fate to the ſilent operation of her charms, 
ſhe lahoured with ſuch jndefatigable zeal in be- 
half of her brother, that before they had been 
three months ſettled in the country, the general 
topic of converſation in the neighbourhood, was 
an intended match between the rich Mr. Pickle 
and the fair Miſs Appleby, daughter of a gentle- 
man who lived in the next pariſh, and who, 
though he had but little fortune to beſtow upon 
his children, had (to uſe bis own phraſe) re- 
plenithed their veins with ſome of the beſt blood 
in the country. 

This young lady, whoſe character and diſpo- 
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here's ſomething better than a ſmart ticket ;” and 
threw it at his ſilent deliverer, who received. and 
pocketed his bounty, without the leaſt demonſtra- 
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1 make good the old ſaying, we ſailors get money 
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let's have the boatſwain's whiſtle, and be jovial.“ 
This muſician accordingly applied to his mouth 
the filver inſtrument that hung at a button hole 
of his jacket, by a chain of the ſame metal, and 
though not quite ſo raviſhing as the. pipe of 
Hermes, produced a ſound ſo loud and ſhrill, that 
the ſtranger (as it were inſtinctively) ſtopped 
his ears, to preſerve his organs of hearing .from 
ſach a dangerous invaſion. The prelude being 
thus executed, Pipes fixed his eyes upon the egg 
of an oftrich that depended from the ceiling, 
and without once moving them from that object, 
performed the whole cantata in a tone of voice 
that ſeemed to be the joint iſſue of an Iriſh. bag- 
pipe, and a ſow-gelder's horn; the commodore, 
the lieutenant and landlord joined in the chorus, 
repeating this elegant ſtanza, 


Buſtle, buſtle, brave boys! 

Let us ſing, let us toil, 

And drink all the while, 

Since labour's the price of our joys. 


The third line was no ſooner pronounced, than 
the cann was lifted to every man's mouth with 
admirable uniformity; and the next word taken 
up at the end of their draught with a twang 
equally expreſſive and harmonious. In ſhort, 
the company began to underſtand one another ; 
Mr, Pickle jeemed to reliſh the entertainment, 
and a correſpondence immediately commenced 
between him and Trunnion, who ſhook him by 
the hand, drank to further acquaintance, and 
even invited him to a meſs of pork and peaſe in 
the garriſon. The compliment was rcturacd, 
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{ good fellowſhip prevailed, and the night was 
pretty far advanced, when the merchant's man 


arrived with a lanthorn to light his maſter home; 
upon which, the new friends parted, after a 
mutual promiſe of meeting next evening in the 
ſame place. 


| iin 5 
Mrs. Grizzle exerts herſelf in finding a proper 
match for her brother; who is accordingly intro- 
duced to the young lady, whom he marries in due 


_ ſeaſon. 


Have been the more circumſtantial in opening 
the character of Trunnion, becauſe he bears 
a conſiderable ſhare in the courſe of theſe me- 


moirs; but, now it is high time to reſume the 


confideration of Mrs. Grizzle, who, ſince her 
arrival in the country, had been engroſſed by a 
double care, namely, that of finding a ſuitable 
match ſor her brother, and a comfortable yoke- 


fellow for herſelf. 


Neither was this aim the reſult of any fini- 
ſter or frail ſuggeſtion, bur the pure dictates of 
that laudable ambition, which prompted her to 
the preſervation of the family name. Nay, ſo 
diſintereſted was ſhe in this purſuit, that poſt- 
poning her neareſt concern, or at leaſt leaving 
her own fate to the ſilent operation of her charms, 
ſhe laboured with ſuch jndefatigable zeal in be- 
half of her brother, that before they had been 
three months ſettled in the country, the general 
topic of converſation in the neighbourhood, was 
an intended match between the rich Mr. Pickle 
and the fair Miſs Appleby, daughter of a gentle- 
man who lived in the next pariſh, and who, 
though he had but little fortune to beſtow upon 
his children, had (to uſe his own phraſe) re- 
pleniſhed their veins with ſome of the beſt blood 
in the country. 

This young lady, whoſe character and diſpo- 
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ſatisfaction, was deſtined for the ſpouſe of Mr. 
Pickle, and an overture accordingly made to her 
father, who being overjoyed at the propoſal, gave 
his conſent without heſitation, and even recom- 
mended the immediate execution of the project 
with ſuch eagerneſs, as ſeemed to indicate either 
a ſuſpicion of Mr. Pickle's conſtancy, or a diffi- 
dence of his own daughter's complexion, which 
perhaps, he thought too ſanguine to keep much 
longer cool. The previous point being thus ſet- 
tled, our merchant, at the inſtigation of Mrs. 
Grizzle, went to viſit his future father-in-law, 
and was introduced to the daughter, with whom 
he had, that ſame afternoon, an opportunity of 
being alone. What paſſed in that interview, I 


never could learn, though from the character of 


the ſuitor, the reader may juſtly conclude, that 
ſhe was not much teized with the impertinence 
of his addreſſes. He was not, I believe, the leſs 
welcome for that reaſon ; certain it is, ſhe made 
no objection to his taciturnity, and when her 
father communicated his reſolution, acquieſced 
with the moſt pious reſignation. But, Mrs. Griz- 
zle, in order to give the lady a more favourable 
idea of his intellects than what his converſation 
could poſſibly inſpire, was refolved to dictate a 
letter, which her brother ſhould tranicribe and 
tranſmit to his miſtreſs, as the produce of his own 
underſtanding; and had actually compoſed a very 
tender billet for this purpoſe; yet her intention 
was entirely fruſtrated by the miſapprehenſion of 
the lover himſelf, who, in conſequence of his 
fiſter's repeated admonitions, anticipated her 
ſcheme, by writing for himſelf, and diſpatching 
the letter one afternoon, while Mrs. Grizzle 
was viſiting at the parſon's. 

Neither was this ſtep the effect of his vanity or 
precipitation; but having been often aſſured by 
his ſiſter, that it was abſolutely neceſſary for him 
to make a declaration of his love in writing, he 
took this opportunity of acting in conformity with 
her advice, when his imagination was unc ngaged 
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or unindiſturbed by any other ſuggeſtion, without 
ſuſpecting in the leaſt that ſhe intended to ſave 
him the trouble of exerciſing his own genius. 
Left, therefore, as he imagined, to his own in— 
ventions, he ſat down and produced the following 
morceau, which was tranſmitted to mils Appleby, 
before his fiſter and counſellor had the leaſt inti- 
mation of the affair. 


Miſs 8 ALLY APPLEBY, 
Madam, | 


[ JF4erftanding you have a parcel of (Oe 
warranted found, to be diſpoſed of, ſhall 
be willing to treat for aid commodity on reaſon- 
able terms: doubt not, ſhall agree for ſame; ſhall 
wait of you for further information, when and 
where you ſhall appoint. This the needful from 
; Yours, &Cc. 
Gam. PICKLE, 


This laconic epiſtle, ſimple and unadorned as 
it was, met with as cordial a reception from the 
perſon to whom it was addreſſed, as if it had 
been couched in the moſt elegant terms that deli- 
cacy of paſſion and cultivated genins could ſup- 
ply : nay, I believe was the more welcome, on 
account of its mercantile plainneſs ; ; becauſe 
when an advantageous match is in view, a ſenſi- 
ble woman often conſiders the flowery profeſſions 
and rapturous exclamations of love, as enſnaring 
ambiguities, or at beſt impertinent preliminaries, 
that retard the treaty they are deſigned to pro- 
mote : whereas Mr. Pickle removed all diſagree» 
able uncertainty, by deſcending at once to the 
moſt intereſting particular. 

She had no ſooner, as a dutiful child, commu- 
nicated this billet-doux to her father, than heas a 
careful parent viſited Mr. Pickle, and in preſence 
of Mrs. Grizzle, demandcd a formal explanation 


of his ſentiments with regard to his daughter 


Sally. Mr. Gamaliel, without any ceremony, afs 
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ſured him he had a reſpect for the young woman, 


and with his good leave, would take her for bet- 


tions in his family, comforted the lover with the 


aſſurance of his being agreeable to the young | 


lady, and they forthwith proceeded to the ar- 


ticles of the marriage ſettlement, which being | 
diſcuſſed and determined, a lawyer was ordered to 


engroſs them; the wedding cloaths were bought, 
and in ſhort, a day was appointed for the cele- 
bration of their nuptials, to which every body of 
any faſhion in the neighbourhood was invited. 
Among theſe commodore Trunnion and Mr. 
Hatchway were not forgotten, being the ſole 
companions of the bridegroom, with whom, b 
this time, they had contracted a ſort of inti- 
macy at their nocturnal rendezvous. 

They had received a previous intimation of 
what was on the anvil, from the landlord, before 
Mr. Pickle thought proper to declare himſelf; in 


conſequence of which, the topic of the one-eyed 


commander's diſcourſe at their meeting for ſeve= 
ral evenings before, had been the folly and plague 
of matrimony, on which he held forth with 
great vehemence of abuſe, levelled at the fair ſex, 
whom he repreſented as devils incarnate, - ſent 


from hell to torment mankind; and in particu- 


lar, inveighed againſt old maids, for whom he 
ſeemed to entertain a fingular averſion ; while 
his friend Jack confirmed the truth of all his 
allegations, and gratified his own malignant vein 


at the ſame time, by clenching every ſentence 


with a fly joke upon the married ſtate, built 


upon ſome alluſion to a ſhip or ſea-faring life. 


He compared a woman to a great gun loaded 
with fire, brimſtone and noiſe, which being vio- 
lently heated, will bounce and fly, and play the 
devil, if you don't take ſpecial care of her breech- 
ings. He ſaid ſhe was like a hurricane that never 
blows from one quarter, but veers about to all 
points of the compaſs: he likened her to a painted 


ter for worſe. Mr. Appleby after having ex- | 
preſſed his ſatisfaction that he had fixed his aſſec- 


: 
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an, a _ curiouſly rigged, with a leak in her hold, 


bet- | whic 
! He obſerved that her e Ih were like the 


ex- 
flec- 
the 


ar- 


re 
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ing 


her huſband would never be able to top. 


| Bay of Biſcay; for why? becauſe you may 
heave your deep ſea lead long enough, without 
ever reaching the bottom. That he who comes 
to anchor on a wife, may find himſelf moored 
in damned foul ground, and after all, can't for 


his blood ſlip his cable; and that for his own. 


part, thof he might make ſhort trips for paſtime, 
he would never embark in woman on the voyage 
of life, becanſe he was afraid of foundering in 
the firſt foul weather. 

In all probability, theſe infinuations made ſome 
impreſſion on the mind of Mr. Pickle, who was 
not very much inclined to run great riſks of any 
kind; but the injunctions and importunities of 
his fiſter, who was bent upon the match, over- 
balanced the opinion of his ſea friends, who 


# finding him determined to marry, notwithſtand- 


ing all the hints of caution they had thrown out, 
reſolved to accept his invitation, and honoured 


his nuptials with their preſence accordingly. 


. 
The behaviour of Mrs. Grizzle at the wedding, 
with an account of the gueſts, 


Hope it will not be thought uncharitable, if I 

advance by way of conjecture, that Mrs. 
Grizzle, on this grand occaſion, ſummoned her 
whole exertion, to play off the artillery of her 
charms, upon the fingle gentlemen who were in- 
vited to the entertainment: ſure 1 am ſhe dif- 
played to the beſt advantage all the engaging qua- 
lities ſhe poſſeſſed : her affability at dinner was 
altogether uncommon, her attention to the gueſts 
was ſuperfluouſly hoſpitable, her tongue was 


ſheathed with a moſt agreeable and infantine liſp, 


her addreſs was perfectly obliging; and though, 
conſcions of the extraordinary capacity ot her 
mouth, ſhe would not venture to hazard a laugh, 
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ſhe modelled her lips into an enchanting ſimper, 
which played upon her countenance all day long; 
nay ſhe even profited by that defect in her viſion 
we have already obſerved, and ſecurely contem- 


plated thoſe features which were moſt to her lik- 
ing, while the reſt of the company belicved hep 


regards were diſpoſed in a quite contrary direction? 
With what humility of complaiſance did ſhe re- 
ceive the compliments of thoſe who could not 
help praiſing the elegance of the banquet ! and 
how ptiouſly did ſhe ſeize that opportunity of 
commemorating the honours of her fire, by ob- 


ſerving that it was no merit in her to underſtand | 
ſomething of entertainments, as ſhe had occaſion | 


to preſide at ſo many, during the mayoralty of her 
papa ! Far from diſcovering the leaſt ſymptom of 
pride and exultation, when the opulence of her 
family became the ſubject of converſation, ſhe 
aſſumed a ſeverity of countenance; and after 


having moralized on the vanity of riches, de- 


clared that thoſe who looked upon her as a for- 
tune, were very much miſtaken ; for her father 
had left her no more than poor five thouſand 
pounds, which, with what little ſhe had ſaved of 
the intereſt ſince his death, was all ſhe had to de- 
pend upon : indeed, if ſhe had placed her chief 
felicity in wealth, fhe ſhould not have been ſo 
forward in deſtroying her own expectations, by 
adviſing and promoting the event at which they 
were now ſo happily aſſembled; but the hoped 
ſhe ſhould always have virtue enough to poſtpone 
any intereſted confideration, when it ſhould hap» 
pen to claſh with the happineſs of her friends. 
Finally, ſuch was her modeſty and ſelf-denial, that 
ſhe induſtriouſly informed thoſe whom it might 
concern, that ſhe was no leſs than three years 
older than the bride ; though had ſhe added ten 
to the reckoning, ſhe would have committed na 
miſtake in point of computation. 

To contribute as much as lay in her power to 
the ſatisfaction of all preſent, ſhe in the afternoon 
regaled them with a tune on the harpſichord, ac+ 
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companied with her voice, which though not the 

moſt melodious in the world, I dare ſay, would 

have been equally at their ſervice, could ſhe have 
vied with Philomel in ſong; and as the laſt effort 

of her complaiſance, when dancing was propoſed, 

ſhe was prevailed upon, at the requeſt of her new 

fiſter, to open the ball in-perſon... 

In a word, Mrs. Grizzle was the principal figure 
in this feſtiva], and almoſt-cclipſea the bride, who, 
far from ſeeming to diſpute the preheminence, 
very wiſcly allowed her.to make the beſt of her 
talents; contenting herſelf. with the lot to which 
fortune had already called her, and. which ſhe 
imagined would not be the leſs deſirable, if her 


ſiſter-in-law were detached from the family. 


J believe I need ſcarce advertiſe the reader, 
that during this whole entertainment, the com- 
modore-and his heutenant were quite out of their 
clement; and this, indeed, was che caſe with the 
bridegroom himſelf, who being utterly unac=- 
quainted with any ſort of polite commerce, found 
himſelf under a very diſagreeable reſtraint during 
the whole ſcene. 

Trunnion, who had ſcarce ever been on ſhore: 
till he was paid off, and never once in his whole 
life in the company of any females above the 
rank of thoſe who herd upon the Point at Portſ- 
mouth, was more embarraſſed about. his beha- 
viour than if. he. had been ſurrounded at ſea by 
the whole French navy. He had never pro- 
nounced the word Madam fince he was born; ſo - 
that far from entering into converſation with the 
ladies, he would not even return the compliment, 
or give the leaſt nod of civility when they drank. 
to his health; and | verily believe, would rather 
ka ve ſuſfcred ſuſfocation than allowed the fimple.- 


3 phraſe, your ſervant, to proceed from his mouth. 
Hc was altogether as inflexible with reſpect to the 


attitudes of his body; for either through- obſti- 
nacy or baſhfulneſs, he fat upright without mo- 
tion, inſomuch that he provoked the mirth of a 
—_— 1.85 who addreſung himfelf to the lieu- 
Ole Io * 1 


VEG anti Or wo II N 


—— —— —u— 
IN 4 4 ” 6 '% ST" * 
wa. ling, Abe i wb ALS 4 aac - 3% . 


teen — — 


3 


. —— ne en oat ann” . 


26 THE ADVENTURES OP 


tenant, aſked whether that was the commodore 
himſelf, or the wooden lion that uſed to ſtand at 
his gate? An image, to which, it muſt be owned, 
Mr. Trunnion's perſon bore no faint reſemblance. 
Mr. Hatchway, who was not quite ſo unpo- 
Tiſhed as the commodore, and had certain notions 
that ſeemed to approach the ideas of common life, 
made a leſs uncouth appearance; but then he was 
a wit, and though of a very peculiar genius, par- 
took largely of that diſpoſition which is common 
to all wits, who never enjoy themſelves, except 
when their talents meet with thoſe marks of diſ- 
tinction and veneration, which (in their own 
opinion) they deſerve, 
' Theſe circumſtances being premiſed, it is 
not to be wondered at, if this triumvirate made ; 
no objections to the propoſal, when ſome of | 
the grave perſonages of the company made a | 
: motion for adjourning into another apartment, | 
where they might enjoy their pipes and bottles, 
while the young folks indulged themſelves in the | 
continuance of their own favourite diverſion, 
Thus reſcued, as it were, from a ſtate of annihi- 
Jation, the firſt uſe the two lads of the caſtle 
made of their exiſtence, was to ply. the bride- 
groom ſo hard with bumpers, that in leſs than | 
an hour he made divers efforts to ſing, and ſoon 
after was carried to bed, depri ved of all manner 
of ſenſation, to the utter diſappointment of the |: 
bridemen and maids, who, by this accident, were 
Prevented from throwing the ſtocking, and per- 
forming certain other ceremomes practiſed on 
ſuch occaſions, As for the bride, ſhe bore this 
misfortune with great good humour, and indeed, 
on all occafions, behaved like a diſcreet woman, 
perſectly well acquainted with the nature of her 
own ſituation. 4 
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2 C H A P. V. 

M. Pickle aſſumes the reins of government in her 
own family; ber ſiſter-in-law undertakes an enter— 
prize of great moment; but is for ſome time divert= 

ed from her purpoſe, by a very iniereſting conſider ar 
lion. 


Hatever deference, not to fay ſubmiſſion, 

ſhe had paid to Mrs. Grizzle before the 

was ſo nearly allied to her family, the no fooner 
became Mrs. Pickle, than ſhe thought it incum- 


bent upon her to act up to the dignity of the 


charaQer; and the very day after the marriage, 


ventured to diſpute with her ſiſter-in-law on the 


ſubje& of her own pedigree, which the affirmed 
to be more honourable in all reſpects than that 
of her huſband; obſerving that ſeveral younger 
brothers of her houſe had arrived at the ſtation 
of lord mayor of London, which was the higheſt 
pitch of grcatneſs that any of Mr. Pickle's prede- 
ceſſors had cver attained. 

This preſumption was like a thunderbolr to 
Mrs. Grizzle, who began to perceive that ſhe 


Had not ſucceeded quite fo well as ſhe imagined, 


in ſelecting for her brother a gentle and obedient 
yoke-ſellow, who would always treat her with 
that profound reſpect which ſhe thought due to 
her ſuperior genius, and be entirely regulated by 
her advice and direction: however, ſhe ſtill con- 


tinued to manage the reins of government in the 


houſe, reprehending the ſervants as uſual; an of- 
fice ſhe performed with great capacity, and in 
which ſhe ſeemed ro take ſingular delight, until 


Mrs. Pickle, on pretence of conſulting her eaſe, 


told her one day the would take that trouble upon 
herſelf, and for the future aſſume the manage- 


ment of her own family. Nothing could be more 


mortifying to Mrs. Grizzle than ſuch a declara— 
tion, to which, after a confiderable paute, and 
ſtrange diſtortion of look, the rephed, © 1 ſhall 
never refuſe or repine at any trouble that may 


— 
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conduce to my brother's advantage.” Dear 
madam,” anſwered the fiſter, I am infinitely 


obliged to your kind concern for Mr. Pickles 


intereſt, which I conſider as my own, but I can- 
not bear to fee you a ſufferer by your friendſhip ; 
and, therefore, inſiſt upon exempting you from 
the fatigue you have borne fo long.” | 

In vain did the other proteſt that ſhe took 
pleaſure in the taſk; Mrs. Pickle aſeribed the aſ- 
ſurance to her exceſs of complaiſance, and ex- 
preſſed ſuch tendeineſs of zeal for her dear fiſter's 
health and tranquillity, that the reluctant maiden 
found herſelf obliged to reſign her authority, 
without enjoying the leaſt pretext for complaining 
of her being depoſed. | 

This diſgrace was attended by a fit of peeviſh 
devotion that laſted three or four weeks; during 
which period, ſhe had the additional chagrin of 
ſeeing the young lady gain an abſolute aſcendency 
over the mind of her brother, who was perſuaded 
to ſet up a gay equipage, and improve his houſe- 
keeping, by an augmentation in his expence, to 
the amount of a thouſand a year at leaſt: tho? 
his alteration in the economy of his houſehold 
effected no change in his own diſpoſition, or man- 
ner of life; for as ſoon as the painful ceremony 
of receiving aud returning viſits was performed, 
he had recourſe again to the company of his ſea- 


friends, with whom he ſpent the beſt part of his 


time. But if he was ſatisfied with his condition, 
the caſe was otherwiſe with Mrs. Grizzle, who 
finding her importance in the family greatly di- 


minithed, her attractions neglected by all the 


male - ſex in the neighbourhood, and the wither- 
ing hand of time hang threatening over her head, 
began to feel the horror of eternal virginity, and 
in a ſort of deſperation, reſolved at any rate to 
reſcue herſelf from that reproachful and uncom- 
fortable ſituation. Thus determined, ſhe formed 
a plan, the execution of which, to a ſpirit leſs 
enterprizing and ſuficient than hers, would have 
appeared altogether impracticable; this was no 


rr 
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other than to make a conqueſt of the commo- 


dore's heart, which the reader will eaſily believe 


was not very ſuſceptible of tender impreſtions ; 
but, on the contrary, fortified with inſenſibility 
and prejudice againft the charms of the whole 
ſex, and particularly prepoſſeſſed to the prejudice 
of that claſs diſtinguiſhed by the appellation of 
old maids, in which Mrs. Grizzle was, by this 
time, unhappily ranked. She nevertheleſs took 
the field, and having inveſted this ſeemingly im- 
pregnable fortreſs, began to break ground one 
day, when Trunnion dined at her brother's, by 
ſpringing certain enſnaring commendations on 
the honeſty and ſincerity of ſea-faring people, 
paying a particular attention to his plate, and af- 
fecting a ſimper of approbation at every thing he 
ſaid, which by any means ſhe could conſtrue into 
a joke, or with modeſty be ſuppoſed to hear: 
nay, even when he left decency on the left hand, 
(which was often the caſe) ſhe ventured to re- 
primand his freedom of ſpeech with a gracious 
grin, ſaying, ©* Sure you gentlemen belonging 
to the ſea have ſuch an odd way with you.” 
But all this complacency was ſo ineffectual, that, 
far from ſuſpecting the true cauſe of it, the com- 
modore, that very evening, at the club, in pre- 
ſence of her brother, with whom, by this time, 
he could take any manner of freedom, did not 
ſcruple to damn her for a ſquinting, block-faced, 
chattering piſs-kitchen ; and immediately after 
drank deſpair to all old maids. The toaſt Mr. 
Pickle pledged without, the leaſt heſitation, 


and next day intimated to his ſiſter, who bore 


the indignity with ſurpriſing reſignation, and did 
not therefore deſiſt from her ſcheme, unpromiſing 
as it ſeemed to be, until her attention was called 
off, and engaged in another care, which, for 
ſome time, interrupted the progreſs of this dc- 
ſign. Her ſiſter had not . been married many 
months, when ſhe exhibited evident ſymptoms 
of pregnancy, to the gencral ſatisfaction of all 


concerned, and the incxpreſſible joy of Mrs. 
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Grizzle, who (as we have already hinted) was 
more intereſted in the preſervation of the family- 
name, than in any other conſideration what- 
7 ever. She therefore no ſooner diſcovered appear— 
ances to juſtify and confirm her hopes, than poſt- 
pPoning her own purpoſe, and laying aſide that 
pique and reſentment ſhe had conceived from the 
behaviour of Mrs. Pickle, when ſhe ſuperſeded 
her authority; or perhaps, conſidering her in no 
other light than that of the vehicle which con— 
tained, and was deſtined to convey her brother's 
: heir to light, ſhe determincd to exert her utter» 
I! moſt in nurſing, tending, and cheriſhing her, 
during the term of her important charge. With 
this view ſhe purchaſed Culpepper's Midwifery, 
which, with that ſagacious performance dignified 
with Ariſtotle's name, ſhe ftudied with indefati- 
gable care, and diligently pernſed the Compleat 
Houſewife, together with Quincy's Diſpenſatory, 
culling every jelly, marmalade, and conſerve 
which theſe authors recommend as either ſalutar 
or toothſome, for the benefit and comfort of her 
ſiſter-in-law, during her geſtation. . She reſtricted 
| her from eating roots, pot-herbs, fruit, and all 
ſeorts of vegetables; and one day when Mrs. Pickle 
| had plucked a peach with her own hand, and 
' was in the very act of putting it between her 
N teeth, Mrs. Grizzle perceived the raſh attempt, 
and running up to her, fell upon her knees in 
the garden, intreating her with tears in her 
eyes, to refiſt ſuch a pernicisus appetite. Her 
* requeſt was no ſooner complicd with than, recol- 
lecting that if her ſiſter's longing was baulked, 
| the child might be affected with ſome diſagreeable 
| mark, or deplorable diſeaſe, ſhe begged as ear- 
neſtiy that ſhe would fwallow the fruit, and in 
the mcan time ran for ſome cordial water of her 
'| own compoſing, which ſhe forced upon her fifter, 
'| as an antidote to the poiſon ſhe had received. 

F This excetfive zeal and tendernefs did not fail 
to be very troubleſome to Mrs. Pickle, who 
having revolved givers plans for the recovery of 
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her own eaſe, at length determined to engage 
Mrs. Grizzle in ſuch employment as would inter- 
rupt that cloſe attendance which ſhe found ſo 
teazing and dilagreeable. Neither did ſhe wait 
long for an opportunity of putting her reſolution 
in practice. The very next day, a gentleman 
happening to dine with Mr. Pickle, unfortu- 
nately mentioned a pine- apple, part of which he 
had eaten a week before at the houſe of a noble- 
man who lived in another part of the country, 
at the diſtance of an hundred miles at leaſt. 
The name of this fatal fruit was no ſooner 


4 pronounced, than Mrs. Grizzle; who inceſſantly 


watched her ſiſter's looks, took the alarm, be- 
cauſe ſhe thought they gave certain indications 
| of curioſity and defire; and after having obſerved 
that ſhe herſelf never could cat pine- apples, which 
were altogether. unnatural productions, extorted 
by the force of artificial fire out of filthy manure, 


was not of her way of thinking? This young 
lady, who wanted neither flyneſs nor penetra- 
tion, at once divined her meaning, and rephed 
with ſeeming uncencern, that for her own part 
ſhe ſhould never repine, if there was not a pine- 


dulye herfelf with the fruits of her own coun- 
try. 

\ nis anſwer was calculated for the benefit 
of the ſtranger, who would certainly have fuf- 
fered for his imprudence by the reſentment of 
Mrs. Grizzle, had her ſiſter expreſſed the leaſt 
reliſh for the fruit in queſtion. It had the de- 
fired effect, and re-eſtabliſhed the peace of the 
company, which was not a little endangered by 
the gentleman's want of confideration. Next 
morning, however, after breakfaſt, the pregnant 


lady, in purſuance of her plan, yawned (as it 


| were by accident) full in the face of her maiden 


tiſter, who being infinitely diſturbed by this 
convulſion, aitimed it was a ſympton of long- 


ing, and inſiſted upon knowing the object in 
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aſked with a faultering voice, if Mrs. Pickle 


apple in the univerſe, provided ſhe could in- 
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deſire, when Mrs. Pickle affecting an affected 


| 
| 


Imile, told her ſhe had eaten a moſt delicious 
pine- apple in her ſleep. This declaration was 
attended with an immediate ſcream uttered by 
Mrs. Grizzle, who inſtantly perceiving her fiſter 
ſurprized at the exclamation, elaſped her in her 
arms, and aſſured her, with a fort of hyſterical 
Htaugh, that ſhe could not help ſcreaming with joy, 
becauſe the had it in her power to gratify her 
dear fiſter's wiſh ; a lady in the neighbourhood 
having promiſed to ſend her, in a — a cou- 
Ple of delicate pine-apples, which ſhe would tha 
very day go in queſt of. 

Mrs. Pickle would by no means conſent to 
this propoſal, on pretence of ſparing the other 
unneceſſary fatigue ; and aſſured her, that if ſhe 
-Had any deſire to eat a pine-apple, it was ſo faint, 
that the diſappointment could produce no bad 
conſequence. But this aſſurance was conveyed 
in a manner (which ſhe knew very well how to 


adopt) that inſtead of diſſuading, rather ſtimu- 


Jated Mrs. Grizzle to ſet out immediately, not 
on a viſit to that lady, whoſe promiſe ſhe herſelf 
"had feigned, with a view of conſulting her ſiſter's 
tranquillity, but on a random ſearch thro' the 
-whole country for this unlucky fruit, which was 
Aike to prodnce ſo much vexation and prejudice 
to her and her father's houſe. 

During three whole days and nights, did ſhe, 
attended by a valet, ride from place to place 
without ſucceſs, unmindful of her health, and 
careleſs of her reputation that began to ſuffer 
from the nature of her inquiry, which was pur- 
ſued with ſuch peculiar eagerneſs and diſtraction, 
that every body with whom ſhe converſed, looked 
upon tr as an unhappy perſon, whole intellects 
were ncta little diſordered. 

Baffled in all her reſcarches within the county, 
he ar length reſolved to viſit that very nobleman, 
at whoſe houſe the officious ſtranger had been 
(for her) ſo unfortunately regaled, and actually 


arrived in a polt-chaii at the place of his habi- 
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tation, where ſhe introduced her buſineſs as an 
aſfait on which.the happineſs of a whole famil 
depended. By virtue of a preſent to his lordſhip's 
gardener ſhe procured the Heſperian fruit, with 
which ſhe returned in triumph, | 


CC 

Mrs. Grizzle is indefatigable in gratifying ber 
ſidter's longings. Peregrine is born, and ma- 
naged contrary to the direfions and remonſtrances 
of his aunt, who is diſguſted upon that account 3 


and reſumes the plan which ſhe bad before rejefed. 


| H F. ſucceſs of this device would have en- 

couraged Mrs. Pickle to practiſe more of 
the ſame fort upon her ſiſter-in-law, had ſhe not 
been dcterred by a violent fever which ſeized her 
zealous ally, in conſcquence of the fatigue and 
uneaſineſs ſhe had undergone; which, while it 
laſted, as effectually conduced to her repoſe, as 
any other ſtrarafem ſhe could invent. But Mrs. 
Grizzle's health was no ſooner reſtored, than the 
other being as much incommoded as ever, was 
obliged, in her own defcnce, to have recourſe to 
ſome other contrivance; and managed her artifi- 
ces in ſuch a manner, as leaves it at this day a 
doubt whether ſhe was really io whimfical and 
capricious in her appetites as ſhe herſelf pretended 
to be; for her longings were not reftrivted to the 
demands of the palate and ſtomach, but alſo af= 
fected all the other organs of ſenſe, and even in- 
vaded her imagination; which, at this period, 
ſeemed to be ſtrangely diſcaſed. 

One time ſhe longed to pinch her huſband's 
ear; and it was with infinite difficulty that his 
filter could prevail upon him to undergo the ope- 
ration. Yet this taſk was eaſy, in compariſon 


with another ſhe undertook for the gratification 


of Mrs. Pickle's unaccountable deſire; which was 
no other than to perſuade the commodore to ſub- 
mit his chin to the mercy of the big-bellied lady, 
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who ardently wiſhed for an opportunity of pluck- 
ing three black hairs from his beard, When this 
propoſal was firſt communicated to Mr. Trun- 
nion by the huſband, his anfwer was nothing but 
a dreadful cffafion of oaths, accompanied with 
ſuch a ſtare, and delivered in ſuch a tone of voice, 
as terrified the poor beſeecher into immediate 
FHilence : ſo that Mrs. Grizzle was fain to take the 
whole entcrprize upon herſelf, and next day went 
to the garriſon accordingly, where having obtained 
entrance by means of the heutenant, who, while 
Ais commander was aſleep, ordered her to be ad— 
mitted for the joke's fake, ihe waited patiently 
till he turned out, and then accoſted him in the 
yard, where he uſcd to perform his morning 
walk. He was thunderſtruck at the appearance 
of a woman in a place which he had hitherto 
kept ſacred from the whole ſex, and immediately 
began to utter an apoſtrophe to Tom Pipes, 
whoſe turn it was thcn to watch, when Mrs. 
Grizzle failing on her knees before him, conjured 
bim with many pathetic ſupplications, to hear 
and grant her requeſt, which was no ſooner ſig- 
Nified, than he bellowed in ſuch an cutrageous 
manner that the whole court re-echoed the 
opprobrious term bitch ; and the word damnation, 
which he repcated with ſurprizing volubility, 
without any ſort of propriety or connection; 
and retreated into his penetralia, leaving the baf- 
fled devotee in the humble poſture ſhe had fo 
- unſucceſsfully choſea to melt his obdurate 
heart. 
Mortifying as this repulſe muſt have been to a 
lady of her ſtately diſpoſition, ſhe did not relinquiſh 
her aim, but endeavourcd to intereſt the commo- 
dore's counſellors and adherents in her cauſe. 
With this view ſhe ſolicited the intereſt of Mr. 
Hatchway, who, being highly pleaſed with a cir- 
cumſtance ſo productive of mirth and diverſion, 
- readily entered into her meaſures, and promiſed 
to employ his whole influence for her ſatis faction. 
and ag for the bortſwain's mate he was render- 
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ed propitious by the preſent of a guinea which 
ſhe flipped into his hand. In ſhoit, Mrs. Grizzle 
was continually engaged in this negotiation for 
the ſpace of ten days, during which the commo- 
dore was ſo inceſſantly peſtered with her 1emon= 
ſtances, and the admonitions of his aſſociates, 
that he ſwore his people had a deſign upon his 
life, which becoming a burthen to him, he at laſt 
complied, and was conducted to the ſcene like 
a victim to the altar, or rather hke a reluctant 
bear, when he is led to the ftake amidſt the 
ſhouts and cries of butchers and their dogs. 
After all, this victory was not quite ſo decifive 
as the conquerors imagined; for the patient be- 
ing ſet, and the performer prepared with a pair 
of pincers, a ſmall difficulty occurred: the 
could not for ſome time diſcern one black hair 
on the whole ſuperficies of Mr. Trunnion's face 
when Mrs. Grizzle, very much alarmed and 


diſconcerted, had rocourſe to a magnifying glaſs 


that ſtood upon her toilet; and after a moſt ac- 


_ curate examination, diſcovered a fibre of a duſky 


hue, to which the inſtrument being applicd, 
Mrs. Pickle pulled it up by the roots, to the no 
{mall diſcompoſure of the owner, who feeling 
the imart much more ſevere than he had expect- 
cd, ſtarted up, and ſwore he would not part. 
with another hair to ſave them all from dam- 
nation. 

Mr. Hatchway exhorted him to patience and 
reſignation, Mrs. Grizzle tepeated her entreaties 
with great humility ; but finding him deaf to all 
her prayers, and abſolutely beat upon leaving 
the houſe, ſhe claſped his knees, and begged for 
the love of God that he would have compaſhon 
upon a diſtrefled family, and endure a little more 
for the ſake of the poor infant, who would other- 
wiſe be born with a grey beard upon its chin. 
Far from being melted, he was rather exaſperated. 
by this reflection; to which he replied with great 
indignation, © Damn you for a yaw-ſighted- 
bitch! he'll be hanged long enough before he 
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Has any beard at all:“ ſo ſaying, he diſengaged 
himſelf from her embraces, flung out at the door, 
and halted homewards with ſuch ſurprizing 
tpced, that the lieutenant could not overtake 
him until he had arrived at his own gate; and 
Mrs. Grizzle was ſo much affected with his eſ- 
cape, that her ſiſter, in pure compaſſion, defired 
ſhe would not aiftict herſelf, proteſting that her 
own wiſh was already pratified, for ſhe had 
plucked three hairs at once, having from the be- 
ginning been dubious of the commodore's pa— 
tience. But the Jabours of this afiiduous kinſ- 
woman did not end with the atchievement of 
this adventure; her eloquence or induſtry was 
employed without ceaſing, in the performance of 
other tatks impoſed by the ingenious craft of her 
filter-10-law, who at another time conceived an 
inſuppreſſible aſfection for a fricaltce of frogs, 
which ſhould be the genuine natives of France ; 
ſo that there was a neceſſity for diſpatching a 
meſſenger on purpoſe to that kingdom: but as 
ſhe could not depend upon the integrity of any com- 
mon ſervant, Mrs, Grizzie undertook that pro- 
vince, and actually ſet ſail in a cutter for Bo- 
logne, ſrom whence the returned in cight and 
forty hours with a tub full of thoſe live animals, 
which being drefled according to art, her fiſter 
would not taſte them, on pretence that her fit of 
Jonging was paſt : but then her inclinations took 
a diſſerent turn, and fixed themfelves upon a cu- 
rious implement belonging to a lady of quality 
in the neighbourhood, which was reported to be 
a very great curioſity ; this was no other than a 
porcelain chamber-pot of admirable werkman= 


ſhip, contrived by the honourable owner, who 


kept it for her own private uſe, and cheriſhed it 


as an utenſil of ineſtimable value. 


Mrs. Grizzle ſhuddered at the firſt hint ſhe 
received of her ffter's deſire to pofleſs this piece 
of furniture ; becauſe ſhe knew it was not to 
be purchaſed : and the lady's character, which 
was none of the moſt amiable in point of bu- 
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manity and condeſcenſion, forbad all hopes of 
borrowing it for a ſeafon ; ſhe therefore attempt- 
ed to reaſon down this capricions appetite, as 
an extravagance of imagination which ought to 
be combated and repreſſed ; and Mrs. Pickle, 
to all appearance, was convinced and ſatisſied 
by her arguments and advice: but, nevertheleſs, 
could make uſe of no other convenience, and 


was threatened with a very dangerous ſuppreſſion. 
RNouzed at the peril in which ſhe ſuppoſed her 


to be, Mrs. Grizzle flew to the lady's houſe, 
and having obtained a private audience, diſcloſed 
the melancholy ſituation of her ſiſter, and im- 
plored the benevolence of her ladyſhip; who, 
contrary to expectation, received her very gra- 
cioufly, and conſented to indulge Mrs. Pickle's 
longing. Mr. Pickle began to be out of humour 
at the expence to which he was expoſed by the 
caprice of his wife, who was herſelf alarmed at 
this laſt accident, and for the future kept her 
fancy within bounds; inſomuch, that without 
being ſubject to any more extraordinary trouble, 
Mrs. Grizzle reaped the long wiſhed fruits of 
her deareſt expectation in the birth of a fine 
boy, whom her fiſter in a few months brought 
into the world. 

I ſhall omit the deſcription of the rejoicings, 
which were infinite on this important occaſion, 
and only obſerve, that Mrs. Pickle's mother and 
aunt ſtood godmothers, and the commodore aſ- 
fiſted at the ceremony as godfather to the child, 
ho was chriſtened by the name of Peregrine, 
in compliment to the memory of a Gecealed un- 
cle. While the mother was confined to her bed, 
and incapable of maintaining her own authority, 
Mrs. Grizzle took charge of the infant by a dou- 
ble claim; and farerintended with ſurprizing vi- 
gilance the nurſe and midwife in all the particu- 
Jars of their reſpective offices, which were per- 
formed by her expreſs direction. But no ſooner 
was Mrs. Pickle in a condition to re- affume the 
management of her own affairs, than ſhe thought 
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proper to alter certain regulations concerning the 
child, which had obtained in conſequence of her 
ſiſter's orders, directing, among other innova- 
tions, that the bandages with which the infant had 
been $ neatly rolled up, like an Ægyptian mum- 
my, fhould be looſened and laid aſide, in order to 
rid nature of all reſtraint, and give the blood free 
ſcope to circulate; and with her own hands ſhe 
plunged him headlong every morning in a tub-full 
of cold water. This operation ſeemed ſo barba- 
rous to the tender-hearted Mrs. Grizzle, that the 
not only oppoſed it with all her eloquence, ſhed- 
ding abundance of tears over the ſacrifice when 
it was made; but took horſe immediately, aud 
departed for the habitation of an eminent country 
phyſician, whom ſhe conſulted in theſe words: 
« Pray, doctor, is it not both dangerous and 
cruel ro be the means of letting a poor tender in- 
fant periſh, by ſouſing it in water as cold as ice?“ 
« Yes, replied the doctor, downright murder, I 
affirm.” I ſee you are a perſon of great learn- 
ing and ſagacity, ſaid the other: and I muſt beg 
ou will be ſo good as to fignify your opinion 
in your own hand writing.” The doctor imme- 
diately complied with her requeſt, and expreſſed 
himſelf upon a flip of paper to this purpoſe. 


. Theſe are to certify whom it may concern, that 
T firmly believe, and it is my unalterable opinion, 
that whaſoever letteth an infant periſh, by ſouſing 
it in cold water, even though the ſaid water ſhould not 
be fo cold as ice, is in effect guilty of the murder of the 
ſaid infant, as witneſs my hand. Comfit Colycynth. 


Having obtained this certificate, for which the 
phyſician was handſomely acknowledged, the re- 
turned, exulting, and hoping, with ſuch authori- 
ty, to overthrow all oppoſition. Accordingly 
next morning when her nephew was about to 
undergo his diurnal baptiſm, ſhe produced the 
commiſſion, whereby ſhe conceived herſelf im- 
powered to over-rule ſuch inhuman proceedings. 
But ſhe was diſappointed in her expectation, 
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confident as it was; not that Mrs. Pickle pre- 
tended to differ in opinion from Dr. Colycynth, 
& for whoſe character and ſentiments (ſaid ſhe) 
] have ſuch veneration, that I ſhall carefully ob- 
ſerve the caution implied in this very certificate, 
by which, far from condemning my method of 
practice, he only aſſerts that killing is murder; 
an aſſeveration, the truth of which, it is to be 
hoped, I ſhall never diſpute.” Es 

XMrs. Grizzle, who, ſooth to fay, had rather 
too ſuperficially conſidered the clauſe by which 
ſhe thought herſelf authorized, peruſed the pa- 
per with more accuracy, and was confounded at 
her own want of penetration. Yet tho” ſhe was 
confuted, the was by no means convinced that 
her objections to the cold bath were unreaſon- 
able; on the contrary, after having beſtowed 
ſundry opprobrious epithets on the phyſician, 
for his want of knowledge and candour, ſhe pro- 
teſted in the moſt earncſt and ſolemn manner 
apainſt the pernicious practice of dipping the 
child; a piece of cruclty which, with God's aſ- 
ſiſtance, ſhe ſhould never ſuffer to be inflicted on 
her_own iſſue; and waſhing her hands of the 
melancholy conſequence that would certainly en- 
ſue, ſhut herſelf up in her cloſet, to indulge her 
ſorrow and vexation. She was deceived, hows 
ever, in her prognoſtic; the boy, inſtead of de- 
elining in point of health, ſeemed to acquire freth 
vigour from every plunge, as if he had been re- 
folved to diſcredit the wiſdom and foreſight of 


his aunt, who, in all probability, could never for- 


give him for this want of reverence and reſpect. 
This conjecture is founded upon her behaviour 
to him in the ſequel of his infancy, during which 
ſhe was known to torture him more than once, 
when the had opportunities of thruſting pins in- 
to his fleſh, without any danger of being detected. 
In a word, her affections were in a little time 
altogether alienated from this hope of her family, 
whom the abandoned to the conduct of his mo- 
ther, whoſe province it undoubtedly was to ma- 
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nage the nurture of her owa child; while ſhe hers 
ſelf reſumed her operations upon the commodore, 
whom the was refolved at any rate to captivate 
and inflave. And it muſt be owned, that Mrs. 


Grizzle's, knowledge of the human heart never. 


ſhore ſo conſpicuous as in the methods ſhe purſu- 
ed for the accompliſhment of this important aim. 

Through the rough unpoliſhed huſk that caſed 
the ſoul of Trunnion, ſhe could eaſily diſtinguiſh 
a large ſhare of that vanity and felf-conceit that 
generally predominate even in the moſt ſavage 
breaſt; and to this ſhe conſtantly appealed. In 
his preſence ſhe always exclaimed againſt the 
craft and diſhoneſt diſſimulat ion of the world; 
and never failed of uttering particular invectives 
againſt thoſe arts of chicanery, in which the law- 
yers are fo converſant to the prejudice and ruin 
of their fellow-creatures : obſerving, that in a ſea- 
faring life, ſo far as ſhe had opportunities of 
judging or being informed, there was nothing 
but friendſhip, fncerity, and a hearty contempt 
for every thing that was mean or ſelſiſh. 


This kind of converſation, with the aſſiſtance 


of certain particular civilities, inſenſibly made an 
Impreſſion on the mind of the commodore; and 
that the more effectual, as his former prepoſſeſ- 
ſions were built upon very flender foundations: 
his antipathy ro old maids, which he had con- 
ceived upon hearſay, began gradually to dimi- 
niſh, when he found they were not quite ſuch 
infernal animals as they had been repreſented ; 
and it was not long before he was heard to ob- 
ſerve at the club, that Pickle's fifter had not fo 


much of the core of bitch in her as he had ima- 
gined. This negative compliment, by the medi- 


um of her brother, ſoon reached the cars of Mrs. 


_ Grizzle, who, thus encouraged, redoubled all 


her arts and attention; ſo that in leſs than three 
months aſter, he in the ſame place diſtinguiſhed 
her with the epithet of a damned ſenſible jade. 
Hatchway taking the alarm at this declaration, 
which he feared ſoreboded ſemething fatal to his 
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intereſt, told his commander with a ſneer, that 
ſhe had ſenſe enough to bring him too, under her 
ſtern; and he did not doubt but that ſuch an old 
crazy veſſel would be the better for being taken 
in tow. „ But howſomever, added this arch ad- 
viſer, I'd have you take care of your upper 
works; for if once you are made faſt to her poop, 
agad ! ſhe'll ſpank it away, and make every beam 
in your body crack with ſtraining.” Our ſhe- 
projectors whole plan had like to have been ru- 
incd by the effect which this malicious hint had 
upon Frunnion, whoſe rage and ſuſpicion being 
wakened at once, his colour changed from tawny 
to.a cadaverous pale, and then ſhifting to a deep 
and duſky red, ſuch as we ſometimes obſerve in 
the ſky when it is replete with thunder, he, after 
his uſual preamble of unmeaning oaths, anſwered 
in theſe words: Damn ye, you jury-legged 
dog, you would give all the ſtowage in your 
hold to be as ſound as J am; and as for being 
taken in tow, d'ye ſec, 'm not ſo diſabled but 
that I can lie my courſe, and perform my voyage 
without any aſſiſtance; and, agad ! no man ſhall 
ever ſce Hawſer Trunnion lagging a-ſtern in the 
wake of cer a bitch in chriſtendom.” | 

Mrs. Grizzle, who every morning interroga- 
ted her brother with regard to the ſubject of his 
night's converſation with his friends, ſoon re- 
ceived the unwelcome news of the commodore's 
averſion to matrimony; and juſtly imputing the 
greateſt part of his diſguſt to the ſatirical inſi- 
nuations of Mr. Hatchway, reſolved to level this 
obſtruction to her ſucceſs, and actually found 
means to intereſt him in her ſeheme. She had 
indeed, on ſome occaſions, a particular knack at 
making converts, being probably not unacquaint- 
ed with that grand ſyſtem of perſuaſion, which 
is adopted by the greateſt perſonages of the age, 
as fraught with maxims much more eſſectual 
than all the eloquence of Tully or Demoſthenes, 
even when ſupported by the demonſtrations of 
truth: bchdcs, Mr. Hatghway's fidelity to his 
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new ally, was confirmed by his foreſecing in his 


captain's marriage an infinite fund of gratification 
for his own cynical diſpoſition. Thus therefore, 
converted and properly cautioned, he for the fu- 
ture ſuppreſſed all the virulence of his wit againſt 
the matrimonial ſtate; and as he knew not how 
to open his mouth in the poſitive piaiſe of any 
perſon whatever, took all opportunities of ex- 
cepting Mrs. Grizzle by name, from the cen- 
ſures he liberally beſtowed upon the reſt of her 
ſex. © She is not a drunkard, like Nan Caſtick 
of Deptford, he would ſay; not a nincompoop, 
like Peg Simper of Woolwich; not a brimſtone, 
hike Kare Coddle of Chatham ; nor a ſhrew, like 
Nell Griffin on the Point, Portſmouth (ladies 
to whom, at different times, they had both paid 
their addreſſes); but a tight, good humoured, ſen- 
irble wench, who knows very well how to box 
her compaſs; well trimmed aloft, and well ſheath- 


ed alow, with a good cargo under her hatches.” 


The commodore at firſt imagined this commendas» 
tion was tronical, but hearing it repeated again and 
again, was filled with aſtomiifment at this ſurpri- 
ſing change in the lieutenant's behaviour; and 
after a long fit of muſing, concluded that Hateh- 
way himſelf harboured a matrimonial deſign on 
the perſon of Mrs. Grizzle. 

Pleaſed with this conjecture, he rallied Jack 
in his turn, and one night toaſted her health as 
a compliment to his paſhon; a circumſtance 
which the lady learned next day by the uſual ca- 
nal of her intelligence, and interpreting as the 
reſult of his own tenderneſs for her, the con- 
gratulated herieff upon the victory ſhe had ob- 
tained; and thinking it unneceſſary to continue 
the reſerve ſhe had hitherto induſtriouſly affected, 


. reſolved from that day to ſweeten her behaviour 


towards him with ſich a diſh of affection, as 


could not fail to perſuade him that he had in- 


ſpired her with a reciprocal flame. In conſe- 
quence of this determination, he was invited to 
dianer, and while he ſtaid, treated with ſuch 
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loying proofs of her regard, that not only the 
reſt of the company, but cven Frunnion himfelf, 
perceived her drift: and taking the alarm accord- 
ingly, could not help exclaiming, © Oho ! I fee 
how the land hes, and if I don't weather the 


point, Vil be damn'd.” Having thus expreſſed 
himſelf to his afflicted inamorata, he made the 
beſt of his way to the gartifon, in which he ſhut 
himſelf up for the ſpace of ten days, and had no 
communication with his friends and domeſticks 
but by looks, which were moſt ftigniticantly pic= 


tureſque. 


F 
Divers ftratagems are invented æud put in practice, 
in order to overcome the obſtinacy of Trunnion, 
who at length is teazed aud tortured into the nogſe 
of wedicck. | 


HIS abrupt departure and unkind decla-— 

ration affected Mrs. Grizzle ſo mach, 
that ſhe fell fick of forrow and mortification 
and after having confined herſelf ro her bed for 
three days, ſent for her brother, told him the 
perceived her end drawing near, and deſired 
that a lawyer might be brought, in order to 
write her lait will. Mr. Pickle, ſurprized at her 
demand, began to act the part of a comforter, 
aſſuring her that her diſtemper was not at all 
dangerous; and that he would inſtantly ſend for 
a phytician, who would convince her that the 
was in no manner of jeopardy ; ſo that there was 
no occaſion at preſent to employ any officious 
attorney in fuch a melancholy tak. Indeed, 
this affectionate brother was of opinion, that a 


will was altogether ſuperfluous at any rate, as 


he himſelf was heir at law to his filter's whole 
real and perſonal eſtate. But the inſiſted upon 


his compliance with {ſuch determined obſtinacy, 


that he could no longer refiſt her importunities; 
and a ſerivener arriving, ſhe dictatel and executed 
her will, in which the bequeathed to commodore 
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Trunnion one thouſand pounds, to purchaſe a 
mourning ring, which ſhe hoped he would wear 
as a pledge of her friendſhip and affection. Her 
brother, though he did not much reliſh this teſti- 
mony of her love, nevertheleſs that ſame evening 
gave an account of this particular to Mr. Hatch- 
way, who was alſo, as Mr. Pickle aſſured him, 
generouſly remembered by the teſtatrix. 


The lieutenant, fraught with this piece of in- 
telligence, watched for an opportunity, and as 
ſoon as he perceived the commodore's features 
a little unbended from that ferocious contrac- ' 


tion they had retained ſo long, ventured to in- 


form him that Pickle's ſiſter lay at the point of . 


death, and that ſhe had left him a thouſand 
pounds in her will. This piece of news over— 
whelmed him with confuſion, and Mr. Hatch- 
way imputing his ſilence to remorſe, reſolved 
to take advantage of that favourable moment, 
and counſelled him to go and viſit the poor young 
woman, who was dying for love of him. But 
his admonition happened to be ſomewhat unſea- 
ſonable; for Trunnion no ſooner heard him men- 
tion the cauſe of her diſorder than his moroſity 
recurring, he burſt out into a violent fit of curi- 
ing, and forthwith betook himſelf again to his 
hammock, where he lay uttering, in a low growl- 
ing tone of voice, a repetition of oaths and 
imprecations, for the ſpace of four and twenty 
hours, without ceaſing. This was a delicious 
meal to the hentenant, who, eager to enhance the 
pleaſure of the entertainment, and at the ſame 
time conduce to the ſucceſs of the cauſe he had 
eſpouſed, invented a ſtratagem, the execution 
of which had all the effect he could deſire. He 
prevailed upon Pipes, who was devoted to his 
ſervice, to get upon the top of the chimney be- 
longing to the commodore's chamber, at mid- 
night, and to lower down by a rope a bunch of 
ſtinking whitings, which being performed, he. 
put a ipeaking trumpet to his mouth,. and hol- 
lowed down the vent, in a voice like thunder, 
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4% Trunnion ! Trunnion! turn out and be ſpli— 
ced, or lie ſtil] and be damned.” This dreadful 
note, the terror of which was increaſed by the 
ſilence and darkneſs of the night, as well as the 
echo of the paſſage through which it was con- 
veyed, no ſooner reached the ears of the aſton- 
iſhed commodore, than turning his eye towards 
the place from whence this ſolemn addreſs ſeemed 


Ito procecd, he beheld a glittering object that 
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vaniſhed in an inſtant. Juſt asc his ſuperſtitious 
fear had improved the apparition 1nto ſome ſuper- 
natural me{lenger cloathed- in ſhining array, his 
opinion was confirmed by a ſudden cxploſion, 
which he took for thunder, though it was no 
other than the noiſe of a piſtol fired down the 
chimney by the beatſwain's mate, according to 
the inſtructions he had received; and he had iime 
enough ts deteend before he was in any danger 
of being detected by-kis commander, who could 
not for a whole hour recolle& himſelf from the 
amazement and conſternation which had over- 
powered his faculties. | 

At length, however, he got up and rung his 
bell with great agitation. He repeated the ſum- 
mons more than once, but no regard being paid 
to this alarm, his dread returned with double 
terror, a cold ſweat - bedewed his limbs, his 


l knees knocked together, his hair briſtled up, and 


the remains of his teeth were ſhattered to pieces 
in the convulſive vibrations of his jaws. 

In the midſt of this agony he made one deſpe- 
rate effort, and burſting open the door of his 
apartment, bolted into Hatchway's chamber, 
which happened to be on the ſame floor. There 
he found the heutenaat in a counterfeit ſwoon; 
who pretended to wake from his trance. in an 
cjaculation of ** Lord have mercy upon us!“ 
And being queſtioned by the terrified commo- 


dore with regard to what had happened, aſſured 


him he had heard the ſame voice and clap of 
thunder by which Truunion himſelf had been 
dijcumpoſed, 


U 


: 
1 


1 a” 


* 
- 


nx 


Worm F: 


— 


Lo : 


Rr IE 


1 8 
— 


3 


> —.— As 
— EY 


46 THE ADVENTURESOEF 


Pipes, whoſe turn it was to watch, concurred 
in giving evidence to the ſame purpole; and the 
commodore not only owned that he had heard 


the voice, but likcwiſe communicated his viſion, ie 


with all the aggravation which his diſturbed 
fancy ſuggeſted. | 

A -coniultation immediately enfued, in which 
Mr. Hatchway very gravely obſerved, that the 
finger of God was plainly perceivable in thoſe ſig- 
nals; and rhat it would be both finful and foolith 
to diſregard his commands, eſpccaally as the 
match propoſed was, in all reſpects, more ad- 
vantageous than auy that one of his years and 
infirmities could reaſonably expect; declaring 
that for his own part he would not endanger his 
ſoul and body by living one day longer under the 
fame roof with a man who deſpiſed the holy 
will of heaven; and Tom Pipes adhered to the 


- ſame pious reſolution. 


Trunnion's perſeverance could not reſiſt the 
number and diverſity of conſiderations that aſ- 
ſaulted it; he revolved in filence all the oppokte 
motives that occurred to his reflection; and 
after having been, to all appearance, bewilder- 
ed in the labyrinth of his own thoughts, he wip- 
ed the ſweat from his forehead, and heaving a pi- 
teous groan, yielded to their remonſtrances in 
theſe words: ** Well, fincc it muſt be fo, I think 
we muſt e'en grapple. But damn my cyes ! 'tis 
a damn'd hard caſe that a fellow of my years 
ſhould be compell'd, d'ye ſee, to beat up to 
windward all the reſt of my liſe, againſt the cur- 
rent of his own inclination.” 

This important article being diſcuſſed, Mr, 
Hatchway ſet out in the morning to viſit the de- 
ſpairing ſhepherdeſs, and was handſomely reward- 
ed for the enlivening tidings with which he bleſ- 
Jed her ears. Sick as the was, ſhe could not heip 
laughing heartily at the contrivance, in conſc— 
quence of which her ſwain's aſſent had been 
obtained, and gave the lieutenant ten guineas 
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two lovers to their mutual endearments. 
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For Tom Pipes, in conſideration of the part he 
acted in the farce. 

In the afternoon the commodore ſuffered him- 
ſelf to be conveyed to her apartment, like a 
clon to execution, and was received by her in 
a languiſhing manner and genteel diſhabille, ac- 
companicd by her fiſter-m-law ; who was, for 
very obvious reatons, extremely ſolicitous about 
her ſucceſs. Though the licutenant had tutors 
ed him touching his behaviour at this interview, 
he made a thuuiand wry faces before he could 
pronounce the ſimple ſalutation of How dhe? to 
his miſtreſs ; and after bis counſellor had urged 
him with twenty or thirty whiſpers, to each 
of which he had, rephed aloud, © Damn your 
eyes, I won't,” he got up and halting towards 
the conch on which Mrs. Grizzle reclined in à 
ſtate of ſtrange expectation, he ſeized her hand 
and preſſed it to his lips; but this piece of gal- 
lantry he performed in mch a reluctant, uncouth, 
indignant manner, that the nymph had need of 


Jall her reſolution to endure the compliment with- 
Jout ſhrinking; and he himſelf was ſo diſcon- 
certed at what he had done, that he inſtantly 
Sretired to the other end of the room, where he 
ſat filent, and broiled with ſhame and vexation, 
Mis. Pickle, like a ſenſible matron, quitted the 
place, on pretence of going to the nurierys 


and Mr. Hatchway taking the hint, recollected 
that he had left his tobacco pouch in the parlour, 
whither he immediately deſcended, leaving the 
Never 
had the commodore found himſelf in ſuch a 
diſagrecable dilemma before. He ſat in an agony 
of ſuipence, as if he every moment dreaded the 
diſſolution of nature; and the imploring ſighs 
of his future bride added, if poſſible, to the 
pangs of his diſtreſs, Impatient of his ſituation, 
he rolled his eye around in queſt of ſome relief, 
and unable to contain himiclf, exclaimed, 
* Damnation ſeize the fellow and his pouch too! 
I believe he has ſheered off and left me here in 
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the ſtays.” Mrs. Grizzle, who could not helpf at 
taking ſome notice of this manifeſtation off ha 
chagrin, lamented her unhappy fate in being fo: 
fo diſagreeable to him that he could not put up, bo 
with her company for a few moments without] tic 
repining; and began in very tender terms to Eq 
reproach him with his inhumanity and indi{fer-Þ ch 
ence. To this expoſtulation, he replied, © Zounds!}Jap 
what would the woman have? let the parion dome 
his office when he wool, here I am ready to bei ac 
rec ved in the matrimonial block, d'ye fee, andi dr 
damn all nonſenſical palaver.” So ſaying, bei ſc. 
retreated, leaving his miſtreſs not at all diſobligedſſ al. 
at his plain-dealing. That fame evening the cre 
treaty of marriage was brought upon the carpet, ed 
and, by means of Mr. Pickle and the lieutenant, in 
ſettled to the ſatisfaction of all parties, without fo! 
the intervention of lawyers, whorz Mr. Trun-$ ga 
nion expreſsly excluded from all ſhare in the bu- in, 
fines ; making that condition the indiſpenſible T! 
PRO of the whole agreement. Things YM! 
eing brought to this bearing, Mrs. Grizzlc's} fic 
heart dilated with joy; her health, which, by theſſ th 
bye, was never dangerouſly impaired, ſhe reco- fin 
vered as if by inchantment, and a day being ce. 
fixed for the nuptials, employed the ſhort period to 
of her celibacy in chooſing ornaments for the ob 
celebration of her entrance into the marricd}an 


ſtate. | ple 
| VII. lik 
Preparations are made for the commadore's wei © 
ding, which is delayed by an accident that hut -$12! 
ried him the Lord knows whither. | _ 
T 


* fame of this extraordinary conjunction} co 
ſpread all over the county; and on the ve. 
day appointed for their ſpouſals, the church was he. 
ſurrounded by an inconceivable multitude. TheſEth1 
commodore, to give a ſpecimen of his gallantry, Ye: 
by the advice of his friend Hatchway, reſolvedſſſſpe 
to appear on horſeback on the grand occaGon; th: 
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at the head of all his male attendants, whom he 


hel 
55 had rigged with the white ſhirts and black caps 


N of 


being 
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formerly belonging to his barge's crew ; and he 
bought a couple of hunters for the accommoda- 
tion of himſelf and his lieutenant. With this 
equipage then he ſet out from the garriſon for the 


liſfer- church, after having diſpatched a meſſenger to 
ands!Japprize the bride that he and his company were 
n do mounted. She got immediately into the coach, 


accompanied by her brother and his wife, and 
drove directly to the place of aſſignation, where 
ſeveral pews were demoliſhed, and divers perſons 
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almoſt preſſed to death, by the eagerneſs of the 
crowd that broke in to ſee the ceremony perform- 
ed. Thus arrived at the, altar, and the prieſt 
in attandance, they waited a whole half-hour 
for the commodore, at whoſe ſlowneſs they be- 
gan to be under ſome apprehenſion, and accord- 
ingly diſmiſſed a ſervant to quicken his pace. 
The valet having rode ſomething more than a 
mile, eſpied the whole troop diſpoſed in a long 
field, croſſing the road obliquely, and headed. by 
the bridegroom and his friend Hatchway, who 
finding himſelf hindered by a hedge from pro- 
cecding farther in the ſame direction, fired a piſ- 
tol, and ſtood over to the other fide, making an. 
obtuſe angle with the line of his former courſe ; 
and the reſt of the ſquadron followed his exam- 
ple, keeping always in the rear of each other, 
like a flight of wild geeſe. 

Surprized at this ſtrange method of journey- 
ing, the meſſenger came up, and told the com- 


modore that his lady and her company expected 


tion ; 
the 
Was; 


The 


try, 
ved 
bon, . 
chor, and that we are obliged to make very 
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him in the church, where they had tarried a 
conſiderable time, and were beginning to be 
very. uneaſy at his delay; and therefore defired 
he would proceed with more expedition. To 
this meſſage, Mr. Trunnion replied, “ Hark 
ye, brother, don't you ſee we make all poſſible 
ſpeed? go back and tell thoſe who ſent you, 
that the wind has ſhifted ſince we weighed an- 
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on this occaſion : ſome imagined he had "been e 
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ſhort trips in tacking, by reaſon of the narrow. 
neſs of the channel; and that as we lie within 
fix points of the wind, they muſt make ſome 
allowance for variation and leeway.” „ Lotd, 
Sir! ſaid the valet, what occaſion have you to 


. Bo zig zag in that manner? Do but clap ſpury 


to your horſes, and ride ſtraight forward, and! 
PU engage you ſhall be at the church porch in} 


Tight in the wind's eye? anſwered the com- 
mander; ahey! brother, where did you learn, 
8 navigation? Hawſer Trunnion is not to, 
e taught at this time of day how to lie his“ 
courſe, or keep his own reckoning. And as for} 
vou, brother, you beſt know the trim of your} 
own frigate.” The courier finding he had to 
do with people who would not be eaſily perſuaded 
out of their own opinions, returned to the tem- 
ple, and made a report of what he had ſeen 
and heard, to the no ſmall conſolation of the 
bride, who had begun to diſcover ſome ſign 
of diſquiet. Compoſed, however, by this piece 
of intelligence, ſhe exerted her patience for the, 
ſpace of another half hour, during which period 
ſeeing no bridegroom arrive, ſhe was exceedinglyÞ 
alarmed ; fo that all the ſpectators could eafilyp* 
perceive her perturbation, which manifeſted 14 
ſelf in frequent palpitations, heart-heavings, and 
alterations of countenance, in ſpite of the aſſiſt 
ance of a ſmelling-bottle which ſhe inceflantly 
applicd to her noſtrils. 
Various were the conjectures of the company 
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the place of rendezvous, as he had never been at 
church ſince he firſt ſettled in that pariſh ; other; 
believed he had met with ſome accident, in 
conſequence of which his attendauts had carries 
him back to his own houſe; and a third ſet, in 
which the bride herſelf was thought to be com 

prehended, could not help ſuſpecting that the 
commodore had changed his mind, But al. 
thee ſuppoſitions, ingenious: as they were, Þbap* 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. 51 
pened to be wide of the true cauſe that detained 
him, which was no other than this: the com- 
modore and his crew had by dint of turning, 
almoſt weathered the parſon's houſe that ſtood 
to windward of the church, when the notes 
of a pack of hounds unluckily reached the ears 
of the two hunters which Trunnion and the 
lieutenant beſtrode, Theſe fleet animals no 
ſooner heard the enlivening found, than eager 
for the chace they ſprung away all of a ſudden, 
and ſtrained every nerve to partake of the ſport, 
fiew acroſs the fields with incredible ſpeed, over- 
leaped hedges and ditches, and every thing in 


their way, without the leaſt regard to their un- 


fortunate riders. The heutenant, whoſe ſtced 
had got the heels of the other, finding it would 
be great ſolly and preſumption in him to pre- 
tend to keep the ſaddle with his wooden ley, 
very wiſely took the opportunity of throwing 
himſelf off in his paſſage through a field of rich 
clover, among which. he lay at his eaſe; and 
ſeeing his captain advancing at full gallop, hailed 
him with the ſalutation of What chear? ho!“ 
The commodore, who was in infinite diſtreſs, 
eyeing him aſkance, as he paſſed, replied with a 
faultering voice, „O damn you! you are fafe 


at an anchor; I with to God I were as fait moor- 


ed.” Nevertheleſs conſcious of his diſabled 
heel, he would not venture to try the experiment 


which had ſucceeded fo well with Hatchway, 


but reſolved to ſtick as cloſe as poſlible to his 
horſe's back, until providence ſhould interpoſe 
in his behalf. With this view he dropped his 
whip, and with his right hand laid faſt hold on 
the pummel, contracting every muſcle in his 
body to ſecure himſelf in the ſeat, and grinning 
moſt formidably, in conſequence of this exer- 
tion. In this attitude he was hurried on a con- 


ſiderable way, when all of a ſudden his view was 
comforted by a five bar gate that appeared before 


him, as he never doubted that there the career 


of his hunter muſt neceſſarily end. But alas! 
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he reckoned without his hoſt, far from halt ing 
at this obſtruction, the horſe ſprang over it with 
amazing agility, to the utter confuſion and dif- 
order of his owner who loſt his hat and periwig 


in the leap, and now began to think in good] 
earneſt, that he was actually mounted on theP 
back of the devil. He recommended himfſcltÞ 
to God, his reflection forſook him, his cye-| 


ſight and all his other ſenſes failed, he quitted 
the reins, and faſtening by inſtin& on the mane, 


was in this condition conveyed into the midſt 
of the ſportſmen, who were aſtoniſhed at the 
ſight of ſuch an apparition, Neither was their 
ſurprize to be wondered at, if we reflect on the 
figure that preſented itſelf to their view. The 
commodore's perſon was at all times an object of | 
_ admiration; much more ſo on this occaſion, when | 
every ſingularity was aggravated by the circum 


ſtances of his dreſs and diſaſter. 


He had put on in honour of his nuptials his beſt Þ 
coat of blue broad cloth, cut by a taylor of Ramſ- 
gate, and trimmed with five dozen of braſs but- | 
tons large and ſmall; his breeches were of the“ 
ſame piece, faſtened at the knees with large 
bunches of tape; bis waiſtcoat was of red pluſh F* 
lapelled with green velvet, and garniſhed with“ 


vellum holes; his boots bore an infinite reſem- 


blance both in colour and ſhape to a pair of lea- 
ther buckets; his ſhoulder was graced with a 
broad buff belt, from whence depended a huge 
hanger with a hilt like that of a backſword; and * 


on cach fide of his pummel appeared a ruſty piſ- 
tol rammed in a caie covered with a bear-ſkin. 
The loſs of his tye-periwig and laced hat, which 


were curioſities of the kind, did not at all contri- 
bute to the improvement of the picture, but on 


the contrary, by exhibiting his bald pate, and the 
natural extenſions of his lanthorn jaws, added to 
the peculiarity and extravagance of the whole, 
Such a ſpectacle could not have failed of di- 
verting the whole company from the chace, had 
his horſe thought proper to purſue a different 
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route, but the beaſt was too keen a ſporter to 

chooſe any other way than that which the ſtag 

followed: and therefore without ſtopping to gra- 

tiſy the curioſity of the ſpectators, he in a few mi- 

nutes outſtripped every hunter in the field. There 

being a deep hollow way betwixt him and tlie 

hounds, rather than ride round about the length 

of a furlong to a path that croſſed the lane, he 

tranſported himſelf at one jump, to the unſpeak- 

able aſtoniſhment and terror of a waggoner 

who chanced to be underneath, and ſaw this phe- 

nomenon fly over his carriage. This was not the 

only adventure he atchieved. The ſtag having 

taken a deep river that lay in his way, every man 

directed his courſe to a bridge in the neighbour- 

hood; but our bridegroom's courſer deſpiſing 

all ſuch conveniencies, plunged into the ſtream 

without heſitation, and ſwam in a twinkling to 

the oppoſite ſhore. This ſudden immerſion into 

an element of which Trunnion was properly a 

native, in all probability helped to recruit the 

exhauſted ſpirits of his rider, who at his landing 
on the other ſide gave ſome tokens of ſenſation, 

by hollowing aloud for aſliſtance, which he could 
not poſſibly receive, becauſe his hol ſe ſtill main» 
tained the advantage he had gained, and would 
not allow himſelf to be overtaken. d 

In ſhort, after a long chace that laſted ſeveral 
hours, and extended to a dozen miles at leaſt, he 
was the firſt in ar the death of the deer, being ſe- 
conded by the licutenant's gelding, which, ac- 
tuacted by the ſame ſpirit, had, without a rider, 
followed his companion's cxampie. . 

Our bridegroom finding himſelf at laſt bronght 
up, or, in other words, at the end of his carcer, 
took the opportunity of his ſiiſt pauſe, to defire 
the huntſmen would lend him a hand in dif- 
mounting; and was by their condeſcenſion ſafely 


placed on the graſs, where he fat ſtaring at the. 


company as they came in, with ſuch wilinets of 
aſtoniſument in his locks, as if he had been a 
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creature of another ſpecies, dropt among them 
from the clouds. 

Before they had fleſhed the hounds, however, 
he recollected himſelf, and ſeeing one of the 
ſportimen take a ſmall flaſk out of his pocket and 
apply it to his mouth, judged the cordial to be 
no other than neat Coniac, which it really was, 
and exprefied a deſire of participation, was im- 
mediately accommodated with a moderate doſe, 
which perfectly compleated his recovery. 


templated the ſurprizing appearance of their ma- 
| ſter, whom before they had only ſeen en paſſant ; 


him very courteouſly, ſignified his wonder at 
ſeeing him in ſuch an equipage, and aſked if he 


* Why, look ye, brother, (replied the com- 
modore) mayhap you think me an odd ſort of a 
fellow, ſeeing me in this trim, eſpecially as [ 
have loſt part of my rigging; but this here is the 
caſe, d'ye ſee: I weighed anchor ſrom my own 
houſe this morning at ten A. M. with fair wea- 
ther, and a favourable breeze at ſouth ſouth- 
eaſt, being bound to the next church on the 
voyage of matrimony : but howſomever, we had 
not run down a quarter of a league, when the 
wind ſhifting, blowed directly in our teeth; fo 
that we were forced to tack all the way, d'ye 
ice, and had almoſt beat up within fight of the 
port, when theſe ſons of bitches of horſes, which 
J had bought but two days before (for my own 
part, I believe they are devils incarnate) luffed 
round in a trice, and then refuſing the helm, 
drove away like lightning with me and my licu- 
tenant, who ſoon came to anchor in an exceed- 
ing good birth. As for my own part, I have 
been carried over rocks, and flats, aud quick- 

ſands; among which 1 have pitched away a ſpe- 


By this time he and his two horſes had en- 
grofſed the attention of the whole crowd; while 
ſome admired the elegant proportion and un- 
common ſpirit of the two animals, the reſt con- 


and at length, one of the gentlemen accoſting- | 


had not dropped his companion by the way. | 
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cial good tye-periwig, and an. iron bound hat; 
and at laſt, thank God! am got into ſmooth wa- 
ter and ſafe riding: but if ever I venture my car- 
caſe upon ſuch a hare' um ſcare'um blood of a 
bitch again, my name is not Hawſer Trunnion, 
d—n my eyes !” 

One of the company, ſtruck with this name, 
which he had often heard, immediately laid hold 
on his declaration at the cloſe of this ſingular ac- 
count ; and obſerving that his horſes were very 
vicious, aſked how he intended to return? “ As 
for that matter (replied Mr. 'Trunnion), I am 
reſolved to hire 4 fledge or waggon, or ſuch a 
thing as a jack-aſs; for I'll be d—n'd if ever J 
croſs the back of a horſe again.“ © And what 
do you propoſe to do with theſe cyeatures ? (faid 
the other, pointing to the hunters) they ſeem to 
have ſome mettle; but then they are meer colts, 
and will take the devil and all of breaking. 
Methinks this hinder one is ſhoulder flipped.” 
« Damn them (cried the commodore), I wiſh 
both their necks were broke, thof the two coſt 
me forty good yellow- boys.“ Forty guineas! 
(exclaimed the ſtranger, who was a ſquire and a 
jocky, as well as owner of the pack) Lord! 
Lord ! how a man may be impoſed upon! Why, 
theſe cattle are clumſy enough to go to plow : 


mind what a flat counter; do but obſerve how 


ſharp this here one is in the whithers; then he's 


fired in the further fetlock.” In ſhort, this con- 


noiſſeur in horſe-fleſh, having diſcovered in them 
all the defects which can poſſibly be found in that 


ſpecies of animals, offered to give him ten gui- 


neas for the two, ſaying he would convert them 
into beaſts of burthen. The owner, who (aſter 
what had happened) was very well diſpoſed to 


liſten to any thing that was ſaid to their preju- 
dice, implicitly believed the truth of the ſtran-. 


ger's aſſeverations, diſcharged a furious volley 
ol oaths againſt the raſcal who had taken him in, 


and forthwith ſtruck a bargain with the ſquire, 


who paid him inſtantly for his purchaſe ; in con- 
C 4 
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fequence of which he won the plate at the next 
Canterbury races. 

This affair being tranſacted to the mutual ſa— 
tis faction of both parties, as well as to the gene- 
ral entertainment of the company, who laughed 
in their ſleeves at the dexterity of their friend, 
Trunnion was ſet upon the ſquire's own horſe, 
and led by his ſervant in the midſt of this caval- 
cade, which proceeded to a neighbouring village, 
where they had beſpoke dinner, and where our 
bridegroom found means to provide himſelf with 
another bat and wig. With regard to his mar- 
riage, he bore his diſappointment with the tem- 
per of a piniviopher; and the exerciſe he had 
undergone having quickened his appetite, fat 
down at table in the midſt of his new acquaint- 
ance, making a very hearty meal, and moiſten- 
ing every morſel with a draught of the ale, which 
he found very much to his ſatisfaction. 


. . 
He is found by the lieutenant ; reconduted to his own 
boufe; married to Mrs, Grizzle, who meets with 
à fmall misfortune in the night, and afferts her pre» 
' rogative next morning: in conſequence of which her 


| huſband's eye is endangered. 


JEAN while lieutenant Hatchway made 


1 {h1ft to hobble to the church, where he 
informed the company of what had happened to 
the commodore; and the bride behaved with 
great decency on the occaſion; for, as ſoon us 
Me underſtood the danger to which her future 
huſband was expoſed, ſhe fainted in the arms of 
her ſiſter-in-law, to the ſurprize of all the ſpee— 
tators, who could not comprehend the caute of 
her diforder; and when ſhe was recovered by 
the application of ſmelling- bottles, earneſtly beg- 
ged that Mr. Hatchway and Tom Pipes would 
take her brother's coach, and go in queſt of their 
commandcer. 
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This taſk they readily undertook, being eſcor- 
ted by all the reſt of his adherents on horſeback; 


while the bride and her friends were invited to 


the parſon's houſe, and the ceremony deferred 
till another occaſion. 

The lieutenant, ſteering his courſe as near the 
line of direction in which Trunnion went off, as 
the coach road would permit, got intelligence of 
his track from one farm-houſe to another; for 
ſuch an apparition could not fail of attracting par- 
ticular notice; and one of the horſemen having 
picked up his hat and wig in a bye path, the whole 
troop entered the vitlage where he was lodged, 
about four o'clock in the afternoon. When the 


underſtood he was ſafely houſed at the George, 


they rode up to the door in a body, and expreſſed 
their ſatisfaction in three chears; which were re- 


turned by the company within, as ſoon as they 


were inſtructed in the nature of the ſalute by 
Trunnion, who by this time had entered into all 
the jollity of his new friends, and was indeed 
more than half ſeas over. The lieutenant was 
introduced to all preſent at his ſworn brother, 
and had ſomething toſſed up for his dinner. Tom 
Pipes and the crew were regailed in another room; 
and a freſh pair of horſes being put to the coach, 
about ſix in the evening the commodore, with 
all his attendants, departed for the garriſon, after 
baving ſhook hands with every individual in the 
houſe. | | 
Without any farther accident he was con- 
veyed in ſafety to his own gate before nine, and 
committed to the care of Pipes, who carried him 
inſtantly to his hammock, while the lieutenant 
was driven away to the place where the bride and 


her friends remained in great anxiety, which va= 


niſhed when he aſſured them that his commodore 
was ſafe, being ſucceeded by abundance of 


mirth and pleaſantry at the account he gave of 


Trunnion's adventure. 
Another day was fixed for the nuptials'; and 


in order to baulk the curioſity ” idle people. 
: I 
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which had given great offence, the parſon waz 
pre vailed upon to perform the ceremony in the 
garriſon, which all that day was adorned with hitt 
lags and pendants diſplayed, and at night illumi- | 
nated by the direction of Hatchway, who alſo one 
ordered the pateraroes to be fired as ſoon as the] eat 
marriage knot was tied. Neither were the other wa: 
Parts of the entertainment neglected by this inge- der 
nious contriver, who produced undeniable proofs | in 
of his elegance and art in the wedding ſupper, ble 
which had been committed to his management for 
and direction. This genial banquet was in- no 
. tirely compoſed of ſea-diſhes; a huge pillaw, Þ co 
' conſiſting of a large piece of beef ſliced, a couple nie 
of fowls, and half a peck of rice, ſmoaked in fir 
the middle of the board: a diſh of hard fiſh F gi 
ſwimming in oil, appeared at each end, the ſides F fo 
being furniſhed with a meſs of that ſavoury com- v. 
Poſition known by the name of lob's courſe, and |} rc 
A plate of ſalmagundy. The ſecond courſe dil- | 
Played a gooſe of a monſtrous magnitude, flanked |} ar 
with two Guinea hens, a pig barbacu'd, an hock | ht 
of ſalt pork in the midſt of a peaſe pudding, a h. 
leg of mutton roaſted, with potatoes, and another | h 
boiled with yams. The third ſervice was made t! 


up of a loin of freſh pork with apple ſauce, a kid |} e 
: ſmothered with onions, and a terrapin baked in v 
the ſhell; and laſt of all, a prodigious ſea pye v 
was preſented, with an infinite volume of pan- r 
cakes and fritters. That every thing might be i 
anſwerable to the magnificence of this delicate t 
feaſt, he had provided vaſt quantities of ſtrong | 
Heer, flip, rumbo, and burnt brandy, with plenty i 
. ;of- Barbadoes water for the ladies; and hired all t 
the fiddles withih fix miles, who, with the addi- t 


tion of a drum, bagpipe, and Welch-harp, re- 
galed the gueſts with a moſt melodious concert. | 

The company, who were not at all exceptious, | 
emed extremely well pleaſed with every parti- 
cular of the.cntertainment; and the evening be- 
Ang ſpent in the moſt ſocial manner, the bride 
Was by her ſiſter conducted to her apartment, 


r 
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where, however, a trifling circumſtance had like 
to have deſtroyed the harmony which had been. 
hitherto maintained. : 


I. have already obſerved, that here was not. 


one ſtanding bed within the walls; therefore the 
reader will not wonder that Mrs. Trunnion 
was out of humour, when ſhe found herſelf un- 
der the neceſſity of being confined with her ſpouſe, 
in a hammock, which tho' enlarged with a dou- 


ble portion of canvas, and dilated with a yoke. . 


for the occaſion, was at beſt but a diſagreeable, 
not to ſay dangerous ſituation. She accordingly 
compiained with ſome warmth of this inconve=- 
nience, which ſhe imputed to diſreſpect, and at. 
firſt abſolutely refuted to put up with. the expe- 
dient: but Mrs. Pickle ſoon brought her to rea- 
ſon and compliance, by obſerving that one night. 
would ſoon be clapſed, and next day ſhe might. 
regulate her own economy. | 

Thus perſuaded, fhe ventured into the vehicle, 
and was viſited by her huſband in leſs thay an 
hour, the company being departed to their own 
homes, and the garriſon left to the command of 
his lieutenant and mate. But it ſcems the tooks 
that ſupported this ſwinging couch were not cal- 
culated for the addition of weight for which they 
were now deſtined to bear; and therefore gave 
way in the middle of the night, to the no ſmall ter- 


ror of Mrs. Trunnion, who perceiving herſelf fall- 


ing, ſcreamed aloud, and by that exclamation. 
brought Hatchway, with a light into the cham- 
ber. Tho' ſhe had received no injury by the fall, 
ſhe was extremely diſcompoſed and incenſed at 
the accident, which ſhe even openly aſcribed to 
the obſtinacy and whimhical oddity of the com- 
modore, in ſuch petulant terms as evidentiy de- 
clared that the thought her great aim accom- 
pliſhed, and her authority ſecured againſt all the 
ſhocks of fortune. Indeed her bedfellow ſeemed 


to be of the fame opinion, by his tacit reſigna- 


tion; for he made no 1eply to her inſinuations, 
but with a moſt vinegar aſpect crawled out of his 
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neſt, and betook himſelf to reſt in another apart - 
ment, while his irritated ſpouſe diſmiſſed the 
Iieutenant, and from the wreck of the hammock 
made an occaſional bed for herſelf on the floor, 
fully determined to provide better accommoda- 
tion for the next night's lodging. 

Having no inclination to fleep, her thoughts 
during the remaining part of the night were en- 
groſſed by a ſcheme of reformation ſhe was re- 


did the firſt lark bid ſalutation to the morn, than 
ſtarting from her humble couch, and huddling on 
Her cloaths, ſhe ſallied from her chamber, ex- 
lored her way thro? paths before unknown, and 
in the courſe of her reſearches perceived a large 
bell to which ſhe made ſuch effectual application 
as alarmed every ſoul in the family. In a moment 
ſhe was ſurrounded by Hatchway, Pipes, and all 
the reſt of the ſervants half dreſſed ; but ſeeing 
none of the feminine gender appear, ſhe began 
to ſtorm at the ſloth and lazineſs of the maids, 
who, ſhe obſerved, ought to have been at work 
an hour at leaſt before ſhe called ; and then, for 
the firſt time, underſtood that no woman was 
permitted to ſleep within the walls. 

She did not fail.to exclaim againſt this regula- 
tion : and being informed that the cook and 
chambermaid lodged in a ſmall office-houſe that 
Nood without the gate, ordered the draw-bridge 
to be let down, and in perſon beat up their 
quarters, commanding them forthwith to ſet 
about ſcouring the rooms, which had not been 
Hitherto kept in a very decent condition, while 
two men were immediately employed to tranſport 
the bed on which ſhe uſed to lie from her bro- 
ther's huſe to her new habitation ; ſo that, in 
Jeſs than two houts, the whole economy of the 
garriſon was turned topſy-turvy, and every thing 
involved in tumult and noiſe. Trunnion being 
di ſtarbed and diſtracted with the uproar, turned 
out in his ſhirt like a maniac, and arming himſelf 
with a cudgel of crab-tree, made an irruption 


ſolved to execute in the family; and no ſooner 


ſome eſſorts to chaſtiſe the 


| 
| 
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into his wife's apartment, where perceiving a cou- 


ple of carpenters at work, in joining 2 bedſtead, 


he, with many dreadful oaths and opprobrious 
invectives, ordered them to deſiſt, ſwearing, he 
would ſuffer no bulk-heads nor hurricane houſes 


to ſtand where he was maſter : but finding his 
remonſtrances diſregarded by theſe mechanicks, 


who believed him to be ſome madman belonging 
to the family, who had broke from his „ 
ment, he aſſaulted them both with great fury 
and indignation, and was handled ſo roughly in 
the encounter, that in a very thort time he mea- 
fared his length on the floor, in conſequence of 
a blow that he received from a hammer, by which 
the ſight of his remaining eye was grievoully en- 
dangered. 

Having thus reduced him to a ſtate of ſub- 
jection, they reſolved to ſecure him with cords, 
and were actually buſy in adjuſting his fetters, 
when he was exempted from the diſgrace by 
the accidental entrance of his ſpouſe, who reſcu- 
ed him from the hands of his adverſaries, and, 
in the midſt of her condolence, imputed his miſ- 
fortune to the inconſiderate roughneſs of his own 
diſpoſition, 

He breathed nothing but revenge, and made 
inſolence of the 
workmen, who, as ſoon as they underſtood his 
quality, aſked forgiveneſs for what they had done 
with great humility, proteſting that they did not 
know he was maſter of the houſe. But, far 
from being ſatisfied with this apology, he groped 
about for the bell {the inflammation of his eye 
having utterly deprived him of fight), and the 
rope being, by the precaution of the delinquents, 
conveyed out of his reach, began to ſtorm with 
incredible vociferation, like a lion roaring in the 
toil, pouring forth innumerable oaths and execra- 
tions, and calling by name Hatchway and Pipes, 
who being within hearing, obeyed the ex- 
traordinary ſummons, and were ordered tg 
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put the carpenters in irons, for having audaci- 
ouſly aſſaulted him in his own houſe. 

His myrmidons ſeeing he had been evil-intreat- 
ed, were exaſperated at the inſult he had ſuf- 
fered, which they conſidered as an affront up- 
on the dignity of the garriſon: the more ſo, as 
the mutineers ſeemed to put themſelves in a 


fiance : they therefore unſheathed their cutlaſſes, 
which they commonly wore as badges of their 
commiſſion; and a deſperate engagement, in 
all probability, would have enſued, had not 
the lady of the caſtle interpoſed, and pre- 
vented the effects of their animoſity, by af- 
ſuring the lieutenant that the commodore had 
been the aggreſſor; and that the workmen, 
finding themſelves attacked in ſuch an extraordi- 
nary manner, by a perſon whom they did not 
know, were obliged to act in their own de- 
fence, by which he had received that unlucky 
contuſion. | 
Mr. Hatchway no ſooner learnt the ſentiments 
of Mrs, Trunnion, than ſheathing his indigna- 
tion, he told the commodore he ſhould always 
be ready to execute his lawful commands; but: 
that he could not in conſcience be. concerned in 
oppreſſing poor people who had been guilty of 
no offence. 

This unexpected declaration, together with 
the behaviour of his wife, who in his hearing de- 
fired the carpenters to reſume their work, tilled 
the breaſt of Trunnion with rage and mortifica- 
tion. He pulled off his woollen night-cap, pum- 
melled his bare pate, beat the floor alternately 
with his feet, ſwore his people bad betrayed 
bim, and curſed himſelf to the loweſt pit of hell, 
for having admitted ſuch a cockatrice into his fa - 
mily. But all theſe exclamations did not avail ; 
they were among the laſt efſays of his reſiſtance 
to the will of his wife, whoſe influence among 
his adherents had already ſwallowed up his 
own; and who now peremptorily told him, that 


poſture of defence, and ſet their authority at de- 
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he muſt leave the management of every: thing 
within doors to her, who underſtood beſt what 
was for his honour and advantage. She then 
ordered a poultice to be prepared for his eye, 
which being applied, he was committed to the 
care of Pipes, by whom he was led about the 
houſe like a blind hear growling for prey, while 
his induſtrious yoke- fellow executed every cir- 
cumſtance of the plan ſhe had projected ; ſo that, 
when he recovered his viſion, he was an utter 
ſtranger in his own houſe. 


CF 
The commodore being iu ſome caſes reſtif, his lady 
has recourſe bo arlifice in the eſtabliſument of her 
throne ; ſhe exhibits ſymptoms of pregnancy, to 
the unſpeakable joy of Trunmon, who nevertheleſs 
is baulked in his expettation, 


HESE innovations were not effeted with- 

out many loud objections on his part; and 
divers curious dialogues paſſed between him and 
his yoke-fellow, who always came off victorious 
from the diſpute; inſomuch that his countenance 
gradually fell; he began to ſuppreſs, andat length 
entirely devoured his chagrin, the terrors of ſu- 
perior authority were plainly perceivable in his 
features, and in leſs than three months he be- 
came a thorough-paced huſband. Not that his 


obſtinaey was extinguiſhed, tho' overcome; in 


ſome things he was as inflexible and nmlith as 
ever, but then he durſt not kick ſo opcaly, and 
was reduced to the neceſlity of being paſlive in 
his reſentments. Mrs. Trunnion, for example, 
propoſed that a coach and ſix ſhould be purcha- 
ſed, as ſhe could not ride on horſeback, aud 
the chaiſe was a ſcandalous carriage for a perion 
of her condition; the commodore, conſcious of 
His own inferior capacity in point of reaſoning, 
did not think proper to. diſpute the propoſal, 
but lent a deaf car to her repeated remonſtrances, 
tho” they were enforced with every argument 
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which ſhe thought could ſooth, terrify, ſhame or 
decoy him into compliance : in vain did ſhe urge 
the excefs of affection ſhe had for him, as me- 
riting ſome return of tenderneſs and condeſcen- 
fion ; he was even proof againſt certain menacing 
hints ſhe gave, touching the reſentment of a 
flighted woman; and he ſtood out againſt all the 


wark of braſs. Neither was he moved to an 
indecent or unkind expreſſions of contradiction, 
even when ſhe upbraided him with his ſordid diſ- 
Sy and put him in mind of the fortune and 

onour he had acquired hy his marriage, but 
ſeemed to retire within himſelf, like a tortoiſe 
when attacked, that ſhrinks within its ſhell, and 
ſilently endured the ſcourge of her reproaches, 
without ſeeming ſenſible of the ſmart. 

This, however, was the only point in which 
ſhe had been bafſled fince her nuptials ; and as 
the could by no means digeſt the miſcarriage, ſhe 
tortured her invention for ſome new. plan, by 
which ſhe might augment her influence and au- 
thority : what her genius refuſed, was ſupplied 
by accident; for ſhe had not lived four months 
in the garriſon, when ſhe was ſeized with frequent 
qualms and retchings, her breaſts began to har- 
den and her ſtomach to be remarkably promi- 
nent: 1na word, ſhe congratulated herſelf on the 
1ymptoms of her own fertility, and the commo- 
dore was tranſported with joy, at the proſpect of 
an heir of his own begetting. 

She knew this was the proper ſeaſon for vindi- 


eating her own ſovereignty, and accordingly em- 
ployed the means which nature had put in her 


power. There was not a rare piece of furniture 


and apparel for which ſhe did not long; and one 


day as ſhe went to church, ſeeing lady Stately's 
epuipage arrive, ſhe ſuddenly fainted away. H 
hufband, whoſe vanity had never been ſo perfectly 
gratificd as with this promiſed harveſt of his own 
fowing, took the alarm immediately, and in or- 
der to prevent relapſes of that kind, which might 


TE - 


be at! 


gave 
veric 
in a! 


her © 


culat 
nion 
conſiderations of dignity or diſgrace, like a bul- Þ !: 


PEREGRINEPICEKLE. 65 


ne or] be attended with fatal conſequences to his hope, 


urge 
me- 
Cen. 


gave her leave to beſpeak a coach, horſes and li- 
veries, to her own liking. 
in a very little time exhibited ſuch a ſpecimen of 


Thus authorized ſhe 


her own taſte and magnificence, as afforded ſpe- 


culation to the whole county, and made Trun- 
nion's heart quake within him, becauſe he fore- 
ſaw no limits to her extravagance, which alſo ma- 


Fees, cas 


nifeſted itſelf in the moſt expenliive preparations 
for lying- in. 
Her pride, which had hitherto regarded the re- 


preſentative of her father's houſe, ſeemed now to 
loſc all that hereditary feſpect, and prompt her 


to outſhine and undervalue the elder branch of 


her family. 


She behaved to Mrs. Pickle with a 
ſort of civil reſerve that implied a conſcious ſupe- 
riority, and an cmulation 1n point of grandeur 
immediately commenced between the two ſiſters. 
She every day communicated her importance to 
the whole pariſh under pretence of taking the air 
in her coach, and endeavoured to extend her ac- 
quaintance among people of faſhion. Nor was 
this an undertaking attended with great difficulty, 
for all perſons whatever, capable of maintaining 
a certain appearance, will always find admiſſion 
into what 1s called the beſt company, and be 
rated in point of character according to their own 
valuation, without ſubjecting their pretenſions to 
the ſmalleſt doubt or examination. In all her vi- 
ſits and parties ſhe ſeized every opportunity of 
declariog her preſent condition, obſerving that fie 


was forbid by her phyſicians to taſte ſuch a pickle, 


and that ſuch a diſh was poiſon to a woman in her 
way : nay, where ſhe was on a footing of fa- 


milzarity, ſhe aſſected to make wry faces, and 
complained that the young rogue began to be ve- 
ry unruly, writhing herſelf into divers contortions, 


as if ſhe had been grievouſly incommoded by the 
mettle of this future 'Trunnion. The huſband 
kimſc}f did not behave with all the moderation 


that might have been expected; at the club he 


frequently mentioned this circumſtance of his 
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own vigour as a pretty ſucceſsful feat to be per- 
formed by an old fellow of fifty-five, and con- 
fir med the opinion of his ſtrength by redoubled 
ſqueezes of the Jandlord's hand, which never 
failed of extorting a ſatis factory certificate of his 
might, When his companions drank to the Hans 


en kelder, or Jack in the low cellar, he could Þ 
not help diſplaying an extraordinary complacence Þ 
of countenance, and fignified his intention of! 
ſending the young dog to ſea, as ſoon as he ſhould Þ 
be able to carry a cartridge, in hopes of ſecing him 


an oflicer before his own death. 

This hope helped to conſole him under the ex- 
traordinary expence to which he was expoſed by 
the W A of his wife, eſpecially when lie con- 
fidercd that his compliance with her prodigality 
would be limited to the expiration of the nine 
months, of which the beſt part was by this time 
elapſed ; yet in ſpite of all this philoſophical re- 
ſignation, her fancy ſometimes ſoared to ſuch a 
ridiculous and intolerable pitch of inſolence and 
abſurdity, that his temper forſook him, and he 
could not help wiſhing in ſecret, that her pride 

might be confounded in the diſſipation of her moſt 
flattering hopes, even tho' he himſelf ſhould be 
a principal ſuſterer by the diſappointment. Theſe, 
however, were no other than the ſuggeſtions of 
temporary diſguſts, that commonly ſubſided as 
ſuddenly as they aroſe, and never gave the leaſt 
diſturbance to the perſon who infpirced them, be- 
cauſe he took care to conceal them carefully from 
her knowledge. | | 
Mean while ſhe happily advanced in her rec- 
koning, with the promiſe of a favourable iſſue ; 
the term of her computation expired, and in the 
middie of the night ſhe was viſited by certain 
warnings that ſeemed to beſpeak the approach of 
the critical moment. The commodore got up 
with great alacrity, and called the midwife, who 
had been {ſeveral days in the houſe; the goſſips 
were immediately eee and the moſt in- 
tereſting expectations prevailed; but the ſymp- 
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toms of labour gradually vaniſhed, and, as the 
matrons ſagely obſerved, this was no more than 
a falſe alarm. | 
Two nights after they received a ſecond inti- 
mation, and as ſhe was ſenſibly diminiſhed in the 


| waiſt, every thing was ſuppoſed to be in a fair 


way; yet this viſitation was not more concluſive 


than the former; her pains wore off in ſpite of 
all her endeavours to encourage them, and the 
good women betook themſelves to their reſpec- 
tive homes, in expeRation of finding the third 
attack deciſive, alluding to the well-kaown max- 
im, that number three is always fortunate, For 
once, however, this apothegm failed; the next 


call was altogether as ineffectal as the former; 
and moreover, attended with a phznomenon 
which to them was equally ſtrange and inexpli- 
cable: this was no other than ſuch a reduction 
in the ſize of Mrs. Trunnion as might have been 
expected after the birth of a full-grown child. 
Started at ſuch an unaccountable event, they fat 
in cloſe divan; and concluding that the caſe was 
in all reſpects unnatural and prodigious, deſired 
that a meſſenger might be immediately diſpatched 
for ſome male practitioner in the art of mid- 
wifery. 

The commodore, without gueſſing the cauſe 
of their perplexity, ordered Pipes immediately on 
this piece of duty; and in lefs than two hours 
they were aſſiſted by the advice of a ſurgeon of 
the neighbourhood, who boldly affirmed that the 
paticat had never been with child. This aſſeve- 
ration was like a clap of thunder to Mr. Trun- 
nion, who had been during eight whole days and 
nights in continual expeCtation of being hailed 
with the appellation of father. 


After ſome recollection he ſwore the ſurgeon 


was an ignorant fellow, and that he would 
not take his word for what he advanced, being 
comforted and confirmed in his want of faith by 
the infinuations of the midwife, who ſtill per- 
ſiſted to feed Mrs, Trunnion with hopes of a 


- — 1 — 5 —— O_o es . 


r 


* on 


1 
* 
55 

1 


4 


Wee 3 


—— 


68 THE ADVENTURES OP 


ſpeedy and ſaſe delivery; obſerving that ſhe had 
been concerned in many a caſe of the ſame na- 
ture, when a fine child was found, even after 
all ſigns of the mother's pregnancy had diſap— 
pearcd. Every twig of hope, how ſlender ſocver 
it may be, is cagerly caught hold on by people 
who find themſelves in danger of being dilap- 
pointed. To every queſtion propoſed by her to 
the lady with the preambles of © Han't you!“ 
or Don't you?“ an anſuer was made in the 
affirmative, whether agreeable to truth or not, 


| becauſe the reſpondent could not find in her heart 


to diſown any ſymptom that might favour the 
notion ſhe had ſo long indulged. h 

This experienced proficient in the obſtetric 
art was therefore kept in cloſe attendance for the 
ſpace of three weeks, during which the patient 
had ſeveral returns of what ſhe pleaſed herſclf 
with believing to be labour pains, till at length 
ſhe and her huſband became the ſtanding joke of 
the pariſh ; and this infatuated couple could 
ſcarce be prevailed upon to part with their hopes, 
even when ſhe appeared as lank as a greyhound, 
and they were furniſhed with other unqueſtionable 
proofs of their having been deceived. But they 
could not for ever remain under the influence of 
this ſweet deluſion, which at laſt faded away, 
and was ſucceeded by a paroxyſm of ſhame and 
confuſion, that kept the huſband within doors for 
the ſpace of a whole fortnight, and confined his 
lady to her bed for a ſeries of weeks, during 
which ſhe ſuffered all the anguith of the moſt 
intenſe mortification ; yet even this was ſubdued 
by the lenient hand of time. 

The firſt reſpite from her chagrin was em- 


ployed in the ſtrict diſcharge of what are called 


the duties of religion, which ſhe performed with 


the moſt rancorous ſeverity, ſetting on foot a 


perſecution in her own family, that made the 
houſe too hot for all the menial ſervants, even 
ruſted the almoſt invincible indifference of Tom 


Pipes, haraſſed the commodore himſelf cut of 
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all patience, and ſpared no individual but licu- 
tenant Hatchway, whom ſhe never ventured to 
diſoblige. 


Mig. Trunnion eres a tyrenny in the garriſon, 
while her huſband conceives an affetlion for his 


nephew Perry, who manifeſts a peculiarity of diſs 


poſition even in his tender years. 


L AVIN G exerciſed herfelf three months 

in ſuch pious amuſements, ſhe appeared 
again in the world, but her misfortunes had made 
ſuch an impreſſion on her mind, that ſhe could 
not bear the fight of a child, and trembled when- 
ever the converſation happened to turn upon 
a chriſtening. Her temper which was naturally 
none of the ſweeteſt, ſeemed to have imbibed a 
double proportion of ſouring from her diſap— 
pointment; of conſeguence her company was 
not much coveted, and ſhe found very few peo- 
ple diſpoſed to treat her with thoſe marks of con- 


fideration which ſhe looked upon as her due.“ 


This neglect detached her from the ſociety of 
an unmannerly world; ſhe concentred the energy 
of all her talents in the government of her own 
houſe, which groaned accordingly under her ar- 
bitrary ſway, and in the brandy-bottle found 
ample conſolation for all the affliction ſhe had 
undergone. Dh 

As for the commodore, he in a little time wea- 
thered his diſgrace, after having ſuſtained many 
ievere jokes from the lieutenant; and now his 
chief aim being to be abſent from his own houſe 
as much as poſſible, he frequented the public- 
houſe more than ever, more aſliduouſly cultivated 
the friendſhip of his brother-in-law Mr. Pickle, 
and in the courſe of thcir intimacy conceived an 
affection for his nephew Perry, which did not 
end but with his life. Indced it muſt be owned 


that Trunnion was not naturally deficient in the 
ſocial paſſions of the ſoul, which, tho' they were 
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ſtrangely warped, diſguiſed and overborne by the 
circumſtance of his boiſterous life and educa- 
tion, did not fail to manifeſt themſelves occaſion- 
ally through the whole courſe of his behaviour. 


As all the hopes of propagating his own name! 


had periſhed, and his relations lay under the in- 
terdiction of his hate, it is no wonder that thro' 


the familiarity and friendly intercourſe ſubſiſting | 


between him and Mr. Camaliel, he contracted a 
liking for the boy, who by this time entered the 
third year of his age, and was indeed a ver 

handſome, healthy, and promiſing child; and what 
feemed to ingratiate him ſtill more with his un- 
cle, was a certain oddity of diſpoſition for which 
he had bcen remarkable even from his cradle. It 
is reported of him, that before the firſt year of 
his infancy was elapſed, he uſed very often, im- 
mediately after being dreiled, in the midſt of the 
careſſes which were beſtowed upon him by his 


mother while ſhe indulged herſelf in the contem- 


plation of her own happineſs, all of a ſudden to 
alarm her with a fit of ſhrieks and cries, which 
continued with great violence till he was ſtripped 
to the ſkin with the utmoit expedition by order 


of his ailtrighted parent, who thought his tender 


body was tortured by the miſapplication of ſome 
unlucky pin; and when he had given them all 
this diſturbance and unneceſſary trouble he would 
lie ſprawling and laughing in their faces as if 
he ridiculed the impertinence of their concern, 
Nay, it is affirmed, that one day, when an old 
woman who attended in the nurſery, had by 
ſtealth conveyed a bottle of cordial waters to 
her mouth, he pulled his nurſe by the ſleeve, 
and by a flight glance detecting the theft, tipt 
her the wink with a particular ſlyneſs of coun- 
tenance, as if he had ſaid with a ſneer, „Ay, 
« ay, that is what you muſt all come to.” But 
theie inſtances of reflection in a babe nine months 
old are ſo incredible, that I look upon them as 
ex poſt failo obſervations, founded upon ima- 
ginary recollection, when he was in a more ad- 
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vanced age, and his peculiarities of temper be- 


came much more remarkable; of a picce with the 
ingenious diſcoverics of thoſe ſagacious obſervers, 
who can diſcern ſomething evidently characteriſtie 


in the features of any noted perſonage whole cha- 
| racter they have previouſly heard explained; yet, 
without pretending to ſpecify at what period of 
his childhood this fingularity firſt appeared, I can 


with great truth declare, that when he firſt at- 
tracted the notice and affection of his uncle, it 
was plainly perceivable. — 

One would imagine he had marked out the com- 
modore as a proper object of ridicule, for almoſt 
all his little childiſh ſatire was levelled againſt 
him. 1 will not deny that he might have been 
influenced in this particular by the example and 
inſtruction of Mr. Hatchway, who delighted in 
ſuperintending the firſt cfſays of his genius. As 
the gout had taken up its reſidence in Mr. Trun- 
nion's great toe, from whence it never removed, 
nonot for a day, little Perry took great pleaſure 
in treading by accident on this infirm member ; 
and when his uncle, incenfed by the pain, uſed 
to damn him for a hell-begotten brat, he would 
appeaſe him in a twinkling by returning the curſe 
with equal emphaſis, and aſking what was the 
matter with old Hannibal Tough ? an appellation 
by which the lieutenant bad taught him to diſtin- 
guiſh this grim commander. 

Neither was this the only experiment he tried 
upon the patience of the commodore, with whoſe 
noſe he uſed to take indecent freedoms, even 
while he was fondled on his knee; in one month 
he put him to the expence of two guineas in ſeal- 
ſkin, by picking his pocket of divers tobacco 
pouches, all of which he in fecret committed to 
the flames. Nor did the caprice of his diſpoſi- 
tion abſtain from the favourite beverage of Trun- 
nion, who more than once ſwallowed a whole 
draught in which his brother's ſnuff- box had been 
emptied, before he perceived the diſagreeable 
infuũon: and one day, when the commodore had 
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chaſtiſed him by a gentle tap with his cane, he 
fell flat on the floor as if he had been deprived of 
all ſenſe and motion, to the terror and amazement 
of the ſtriker; and after having filled the whole 
houſe with confuſion and diſmay, opened his eyes 
and laughed heartily at the ſuccci of his own im- 


poſition. 


It would be an endleſs and perhaps no very 


agreeable talk, to enumerate all the unlucky 
pranks he played upon his uncle and others, be- 


fore he attained the fourth year of his age ; about 


which rime he was ſent, with an attendant, to a 


day-ichool in the neighbourhood, that (to ute 
his good mother's own expreſſion) he might be 
out of harm's way. Here, however, he made 
little progreſs, except in miſchief, which he prac- 
tiſed with impunity, becauſe the ſchool- miſtreſs 
would run no ritk of difobliging a lady of fortune, 


by exercifing unneceſlary ſeverities upon her only 
child, 


Neverthleſs Mrs. Pickle was not to 
blindly partial as to be pleaſed with ſuch unſca- 
ſonable indulgence. Perry was taken out of the 
hands of this courteous teacher, and commit» 
ted to the inſtruction of a pedagogue, who was 
ordered to adminiſter ſuch correction as the 
boy ſhould in his opinion deſerve. This autho- 
rity he did not neglect to uſe ; his pupil was re- 

ularly flogged twice a day, and after having 

een ſubjected to this courſe of diſcipline for the 


Tpace of cighteeca months, declared the moſt ob- 


ſtinate, dull and untoward genius that ever had 
fallen under his cultivation; inſtead of being 


reformed, he ſeemed rather hardened and con- 
firmed in his vicious inclinations, and was dead 


to all ſenſe of tear as well as ſhame. His mother 
was extremely mortified at theſe ſymptoms of 
ſtupidity, which ſhe conſidered as an inheritance 


derived from the ſpirit of his father, and con- 


ſequently inſurmountable by all the efforts of hu- 
man care. But the commodore rejoiced over the 
ruggedneſs of his nature, and was particularly 
pleaied when upon inquiry he found that Verry 


bad 
ſtan 
that 
obſe 
ano! 
ſix, 

his 1 
led 1 
Lon 
ver) 
tion 
beca 
gone 
cont 
with 
any 
to el 


Pere 


E 


ven! 
him 
fit h 
him 
whe 
and 


PEREGRINE PICK LE. 72 1 


had beaten all the boys in the ſchool; a circum- 
{lance from which he prognoſticated every thing 
that was fair and fortunate in his future fate; 1 
obſerving, that at his age he himſelf was juſt ſuch. 
another. The boy, who was now turned of 
fix, having profited: ſo little under the birch of 
his unſparing governor, Mrs. Pickle was counſel- 
ied to ſend him to a boarding ſchool not far from 
London, which was kept by a certain perſon. 
very eminent for his ſucceſoful method of educa- 
tion. This advice ſſie the more readily embraced, 
becauſe at that time ſhe found herfelf pretty far- 
gone with another child, that ſhe hoped would 
conſole her for the diſappointment ſhe had met 
with in the unpromiſing talents of Perry, or at 
any rate divide her concern, ſo as to enable her 
to endure the abſence of either. 
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Peregrine is ſent to a boarding-ſchoal, becomes re- 
markadle for his genius aud ambition. 
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HE commodore underſtanding her deter» 

mination, to which her huſband did not 
venture to make the leaſt objection, intereſted 
himſelf ſo much in behalf of his favourite, as to 
ſit him out at his own charge, and accompany 
him in perſon to the place of his deſtination ;. 
where he defrayed the expence of his entrance, 
and left him to the particular care and inſpection 
of the uſher, who having been recommended to- 
him as a perſon of parts and integrity, received 
pe, advance a liandſome conſideration for the taſk} 


he undertook. 4 
Nothing could be better judged than this piece. = 

of liberality ; the aſſiſtaut was actually a mamiof _— 

learning, probity, and good ſenſe; and though = 


obliged by the ſcandalous adminiſtration-o*t for- 
tune to act in the character of an inferior teacher, 
had, by his ſole capacity and application, brought = 
the ſchool to that degree of reputation which it - Bn 
never could have obtained from the talcnts of his | 
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ſuperior. He had eſtabliſhed an ceconomy, which, 
though regular, was not at all ſevere, by enac- 
ing a body of laws ſuited to the age and compre- 
henſion of every individual; and each tranſgreſ— 
ſor was fairly tried by his peers, and punithed 
according to the verdict of the jury. No boy 
was ſcourged for want of appichenſion, but a 
ſpirit of emulation was raiſed by well-timed 
Praiſe and artful compariſon, and maintained by 
a diſtribution of ſmall prizes, which were ad- 
judged to thoſe who ſignalized themſelves either 


whoſe name was Jennings, began with Perry, 
according to his conſtant maxim, by examining 
the ſoil; that is, ſtudying his temper, in order to 
conſult the bias of his diſpoſition, which was 
ſtrangely perverted by the abſurd diſcipline he 
had undergone. He found him in a ſtate of ſul- 
len inſenſibility, which the child had gradually 
contracted in a long courſe of ſtupifying correc- 
tion; and at firſt he was not in the leaſt actuated 
by that commendation which animated the rei! 
of his ſchool-fellows; nor was it in the power 
of reproach to excite his ambition, which had 
been Triad as it were, in the grave of diſgrace: 
the uſher therefore had recourſe to contemptuous 
neglect, with which he effected to treat this ſtub- 
born ſpirit; foreſceing that if he retained any 
ſeeds of ſentiment, this weather would infallibly 
A raiſe them into vegetation : his judgment was 

juſtified by the event; the boy in a little time 
Þegan to make obſervations; he perceived the 
narks of diſtinction with which virtue was rc- 


Jarded, grew aſhamed of the deſpicable figure he 
Himſelf made among his companions, who, far 
courting, rather ſhunncd his converſat ion, 
actually pined at his own want of import-f 


which he ſuſſered to proceed as far as polt- 
ithout endangering his health. The child 
reliſh for diverſion, loat hed his food, grew 


by their induſtry, ſobriety, er genius. This tutor 


„Jennings ſaw and rejoiced at his mortii- 


ws wa of oo wat ho” GG co a a _ £2 +42 7 Y 9 cd od ads oats HG cmd 


+ ow Re A tos 3 A wad we ws ww a oak 


A kh ws AA 


wa. WW, ws flo, 4 AY 


nch, 
act. 
pre- 
TC. 
(hed 
boy 
it a 


PEREGRINE. PICKLE. 75 


penſive, ſolitary, and was frequently found weep- 
ing by himſelf. Theſe ſymptoms plainly evinced 
the recovery of his feelings, to which his gover - 
nor thought it now high time to make applica- 
tion; and therefore by little and little altered his 
behaviour from the indifference he had put on, 
to the appearance of more regard and attention. 
This produced a favourable change in the boy, 
whoſe eyes ſparkled with ſatisfaction one day, 
when his maſter expreſſed bhimſelf with a thew of 
ſurpriſe in theſe words, * So, Perry! I find you 
don't want genius, when you think proper to ufe 
it.” Such encomiums kindled the ſpirit of emu- 
lation ia his little breaſt; he exerted himſelf with 
ſurpriſing alacrity, by which he ſoon acquitred 
himſelf of the imputation of dullneſs, and ob- 
tained ſundry honorary filver pennies, as acknows- 
ledgments of his application: his ſchool-fellows 
now ſolicited his friendſhip as cagerly as they had 


avoided it before; and in leſs than a twelve- 


month after his arrival, this ſuppoſed dunce was 
remarkable for the brightneſs of his parts; hav- 
ing in that ſhort period learnt to read Engliſh 
perfectly well, made great progreſs in writing, 
enabled himſcif to ſpeak the French language 
without heſitation, and acquired ſome knowledge 
in the rudiments of the Latin tongue. The uſher 
did not fail to tranſmit an account of his pro— 
ficiency to the commodore, who received it with 
tranſport, and forthwith communicated the happy 
tidings to the parents, 

Mr. Gamaliel Pickle, who was never ſubject to 
violent emotions, heard them with a fort of 
phlegmatie ſatisfaction that ſcarce manifeſted it- 
{elf either in his countenance or expreſſions; nor 
did the child's mother break forth intothat rapture 
and admiration which might have been expected, 
when ſhe underſtood how much the talents of her 
firſt-born had exceeded the hope of her warmeſt 
imagination. Not but that ſhe profeſſed her- 
ſelf well pleaſed with Perry's reputation, though 
1:e oblerved that in thele commendativus the 
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truth was always exaggerated by ſchool-maſters, 
for their own intereſt; and pretended' to wonder 
that the uſher had not mingled more probability 
with his praiſe. Trunnion was offended at her 
indifference and want of faith, and believing that 
ſhe reſined too much in her own diſcernment, ſwore 
that Jennings had declared the truth, and nothing 
but the truth; for he himielf had prophecied 
from the beginning, that the boy would turn out 
a credit to his family. But by this time Mrs, 
Pickle was bleſſed with a daughter, whom ſhe 
had brought into the world about fix months be- 
fore the intelligence arrived; fo that her care and 
aſſection being otherwiſe engroſſed, the praiſe of 
Perry was the leſs preedily devoured. The abate- 
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education, which would have been retarded. 
and perhaps ruined by pernicious indulgence and 
prepoſterous interpoſition, had her love conſi- 
dered him as an only-child ; whereas her concern 
being now diverted to another object that ſhared, 
at leaſt, one half of her aſſection, he was leſt 
to the management of his preceptor, who tutored 
him according to his own plan, without-any lett 
or interruption. Indeed all his fagacity and cir- 
cumſpection were but barely ſuthicient to kecp 
the young gentleman in order; for now that he 
had won the palm of victory from his rivals in 

oint of ſcholarſhip, his ambition dilated, and 
he was ſeized with the deſire of ſubjedting the 


he could bring his project to bear, innumerable 
battles were fought with various ſucceſs ; every 
day a bloody noſe and complaint were preſentcd 
againſt him, and his own viſage commonly bore 
ſome livid marks of obſtinate contention. At 
length, however, he accompliſhed his aim; his 
_ adverſaries were ſubdued, his proweſs acknow— 
ledged, and he obtained the laurcl in war as well 
as in wit, Thus triumphant, he was intoxicated 
with ſucceſs. His pride roſe in proportion to 
his power, and in ipite of all the endeavours of 


ment of her fondneſs was an advantage to his 


whole ſchool by the valour of his aim. Before 
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ennings, who practiſed every method he could 
invent for curbing his licentious conduct, with- 
out depretling his ſpirit, he contracted a large 
proportion of infolence, which a ſeries of mil- 
fortunes that happened to him in the ſequel could 


ſcarce eſfectually tame. Nevertheleſs there was 
a fund of good nature and generolity in his com- 
poſition; and though he eſtabliſhed a tyranny 
among his comrades, the tranquillity of his reign 
was maintained by the love rather than -by the 
fear of his ſubjects. | 

In the midſt of all this enjoyment of empire, 
he never once violated that reſpectful awe with 
which the uſher had found means to inſpire him; 
but he by no means preſerved the ſame regard 
for the principal maſter, an old illitcrate German 


quack, who had formerly practiſed corn-cutting 


among the quality, and fold coſmetic waſhes to 
the ladies, together with teeth powders, hair- 
dying liquors, prolific elixirs, and tinctures to 
ſweeten the breath. Thete noſtrums recom- 
mended by the art of cringing, in which he was 
conſummate, ingratiated him to much with people 
of faſhion, that he was enabled to tet up ſchool 
with five and twenty boys of the beſt families, 
whom he boarded on his own terms, and under» 
took to inſtruct in the French and Latin lan- 
guages, ſo as to qualify them for the colleges of 
Weſtminſter and Eaton. While this plan was in 
its infancy, he was ſo fortunate as to meet with 


Jennings, who for the paultry conſideration of 


thirty pounds a year, which his neceſſities com- 
pelled him to accept, took the whole trouble of 
educating the children upon himſelf, contrived 
an excellent ſyſtem for that purpoſe, and by his 
aſſiduity and knowledge executed all the particu- 
lars to the entire ſatisfaction of thoſe concerned, 


who, by the bye, never inquired into his quali- 


ß cations, but ſuffered the other to enjoy the fruits 


of his labour and ingenuity. 
Over and above a large ſtock of avarice, ig- 
norance and vanity, this tupericr had certain li- 
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diculous peculiarities in his perſon, ſuch as a hunch 
upon his back, and diſtorted limbs, that ſcemed 
to attract the ſatirical notice of Peregrine, who, 
young as he was, took offence at his want of re- 
verence for his uſher, over whom he ſometimes 
choſe opportunities'of diſplaying his authority, 
that the boys might not diſplace their vencration. 
Mr. Keypſtick, therefore, ſuch as IT have de- 
cribed him, incurred the contempt and difplea- 
fure of this enterpriſing pupil, who now being 
in the roth year of his age, had capacity enough 
to give him abundance of vexation. He under- 
went many mortifying jokes from the invention 
- of Pickle and his confederates; ſo that he began 
to entertain ſuſpicion of Mr. Jennings, who he 
could not help thinking, had been at the bottom 
of them all, and ſpirited up principles of rebellion 
in the ſchool, with a view of making himſelf 
independent. Poſſeſſed with this chimera, 
which was void of all foundation, the German 
deſcended ſo low as to tamper in private with the 
boys, from whom he hoped to draw ſome very 
important diſcovery; but he was diſappointed in 
his expectation ; and this mean practice reaching 
the ears of his uſher, he voluntarily religned his 
employment. Finding intereſt to obtain holy 


orders in a little time after, he left the kingdom, 


hoping to ſind a ſettlement in ſome of our Ame— 
rican plantations. 

The departure of Mr. Jennings produced a 
great revolution in the affairs of Keypitick, which 
declined from that moment, becauſe he had nei- 
ther authority to enforce obedience, nor prudence 
to maintain order among his ſcholars; fo that 
the ſchool degenerated into anarchy and conſu— 
Hon, and he himſelf dwindled in the opinion of 
his employers, who looked upon him as fuper- 
annuated, and withdrew thcir children from his 
tuition, 

Peregrine ſeeing this diſſolution of their ſociety, 
and finding himiclf every day deprived of ſome 
companion, began to repine at his fituation, and 
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reſolved, if poſſible, to procure his rcleaſe from 
the juriſdiction of the perſon whom he both de- 
teſted and deſpiſed. With this view he went to 
work, and compoſed the following billet, addreſſed 
to the commodore, which was the firſt ſpecimen 
of his compolition in the epiſtolary way. 


Honoured and loving uncle, 
Oping vou are in good health, this ſerves 
to inform you, that Mr. Jennings is gone, 
and Mr. Keypſtick will never meet with his fel- 
low. The ſchool is already almoſt broke up, and 
the reſt daily going away; and I bey of you of all 
love to have me fetched away alto, for I cannot 
hear to be any longer under one who 1s a perfect 
ignoramus, who ſcarce knows the declination of 


muſa, and is more fit to be a fcare-crow that 


a ſchool-maſter; hoping you will ſend for me 
ſoon, with my love to my aunr, and my duty to 
my honoured parents, craving their bleſſing aud 
yours. And this is all at preſeat from, honour- 
cd uncle, your well- beloved and dutiful nephew 
and godſon, and humble ſervant to command 'till 


death, 
PEREGRINE PICKLE. 


Trunnion was overjoyed at the receipt of this 


letter, which he looked upon as one of the greateſt 


efforts of human genius, and as ſuch communi- 
cated the contents to his lady, whom he had 
diſturbed for the purpoſe in the middle of her de- 
votion, by ſending a meſſage to her cloſet, whi- 
ther it was her cuſtom very frequently to retire, 
She was out of humour at being interrupted, 
and therefore did not peruſe this ſpecimen of her 
nephew's underſtanding with all the relith that 
the commodore himſelf had enjoycd; on the 


contrary, after ſundry paralytical endeavours to 


ſpcak (for her tongue ſometimes refuſed its of 
ficc), ſhe. obſerved that the boy was a pert jacka- 
napes, and deſerved to be ſeverely chaſtiſed fur 
treating his betters with ſach dircipect, Her hut- 


8 
8 


"+ 


. 
wr 


3 
— rn 


HY n 


” . 


% THE ADVENTURES OF 
band undertook his godſon's defence, repreſent- 
ing with great warmth that he knew Keypſtick 
to be a good for nothing pimping old raſcal, and 
that Perry ſhewed a great deal of ſpirit and good 
fenie in deſiring to be taken from under his com- 
-maud; he therefore declared that the boy ſhould 
not live a week longer with ſuch a ſhambling 
ſon of a bitch, and ſanctioned his declaration 
with abundance of oaths. 

Mrs. Trunnion compoſing her countenance 
into a look of religious demureneſs, rebuked him 
for his profane way of talking; and aſked in a 
magiſterial tone, if he intended never to lay aſide 
that brutal behaviour! Irritated at this reproach, 
he anſwered in terms of indignation, that he 
knew how to behave himſelf as well as cer a 
woman that wore a head, bade her mind her own 
affairs and with another repetition of oaths gave 
Her to underſtand that he would be maſter in his 
own houſe. | | EE Ne | 
This inſinuation operated upon her ſpirits like 
friction upon a glaſs globe; her face gleamed with 
reſentment, and every pore ſeemed to emit par- 
ticles of flame. She replied with incredible fluency 
of the bittereſt expreſſions. He retorted equal 
rage in broken hints and incoherent impreca— 
tions. She rejoined with redoubled fury, and 
in concluſion he was fain to betake himſelf to 
flight, ejaculating curſes againſt her, and mut— 
tering ſomething concerning the brandy-bottle, 
which, however, he took care ſhould never reach 
her cars. 

From his own houſe he went directly to viſit 
Mrs. Pickle, to whom he imparted Peregrine's 
.epiſtle with many encomiums upon the boy's 
promiſing parts; and finding his commendations 
1 5 coldly received, deſired ſhe would permit 
him to take his godſon under his own care. 

This lady, whoſe family was now increaſed by 
another ſon, who ſeemed to ingroſs her care 
for the preſent, had not ſeen Perry during a 
courſe of four years, and with regard to him 
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was perfectly weaned of that inficmity known 
by the name of maternal fondneſs ; ſhe therefore 
conſented to the commodore's requeſt with great 
condeſcenſion, and a polite compliment to him 
on the concern he had all along manifeſted for 
the welfare of the child. 


N A © Fo Fb. 

The commodore takes Peregrine under his own care. 
The boy arrives at the garriſn ;—is ſtrangely 
received by his own mother ;—enters into a confe- 
deracy with Hatchway and Pipcs, and exe- 
cutes a couple of waggiſh enterprizes upon his 
aunt. 


Runnion having obtained this permiſſion, 

that very afternoon diſpatched the lieute- 
nant in a poſt-chaiſe to Keypſtick's houſe, from 
whence in two days he returned with our young 
hero; who being now in the eleventh year of 
Ins age, had outgrown the expeCtation of all his 
family, and was remarkable for the beauty and 
elegance of his perſon. 
ported at his arrival, as if he had been actually 
the iffue of his own loins. He ſhook him heartily 
by the hand, turned him round and rouud, ſur- 
eyed him from top to bottom, bade Hatchway 
take notice how handſomely he was builc; 
ſqueezed his hand again, ſaying, „Damn ye, 
you dog, I ſuppoſe you don't value ſuch an old 
crazy ſon of a bitch as me a rope's end. You 
have forgot how I wont to dandle you on my 
knee, when you was a little urchin no bigger than 
the Davit, and played a thouſand tricks upon me, 
burning my bacco-pouches and poiſoning my 
rumbo: O! damn ye, you can grin faſt enough I 
ſee; 1 warrant you have learnt more things than 
writing and the Latin lingo.” Even Tom Pipes 
expreſſed uncommon ſatis faction on this joyful 
occaſion 3 and coming up to Perry, thruſt forth 
his fore-paw, and accoſted him with the falura- 


tion of“ What chear, my young maſter ? I am 


His godfather was tranſ- 
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glad to ſee thee with all my heart.” Theſe com- 
pliments being paſſed, his uncle halted to the door 
of his wife's chamber, at which he ſtood hollow- 
ing.“ Here's yonr kinſman Perry, belike you 
won't come and bid him welcome.” „Lord! Mr. 
Trunnion, faid ſhe, why will you continually 
haraſs mc ia this manner with your impertincat 
zatruſion ?” „ harrow you, replicd the commo- 
dore ; ſblood ! believe your upper works ate 
damaged, I only came to inform you that here 
was your couſin, whom you have not ſcen theſe 
four long years: and I'll be damned if there 
is ſuch another of his age within the king's domi— 
nrons, d'ye ice, either for make or mettle; he's 


a credit to the name, dye tec, but damn my eyes 


I'll ſay no more of the matte: ; if you come you 
may, if you won't you may Jet it alone.” „ Well, 
1 won't come then (anſwered his yoke-fellow) for 
1 am at preſent more agrecably employed.” 
% Oho! you are? I believe, ſo two ;” ciicd the 
commodore, making wry faces aud mimicking the 
action of dram-diinking. Then addicſſing him- 
ſelf to Hatchway, “ Prithee Jack (ſaid he) go and 
try thy kill on that ſtubborn hulk; if any body 
can bring her about 1 know you wool.” The 
lieutenant accordingly taking his ſtaricn art the 


door, conveyed his perſuaſion in thefe words, 


4% What won't you turn out and hail little Ferry? 
It will do your heart good to fee ſuch a handſome 
young dog; I'm jure he is the very moral of you, 
and as like as if he had been fpit oat of your 
„wn mouth, as the ſaying is, do ſhew alittle re— 
ſpect for your kinſman, can't you ?” To this re- 
monſtrance ſhe applied in a mild tore of voice, 
Dear Mr. Hatchway, vou are always teazing 
one in ſuch a manner; ſure i am, no body can 


tax me with unkindneſs, or want of natural affec- 
tron ;” io faving, the cpencd the door, and ad- 


vancing to the hall where her nephew figod, re- 
ccived him very gracioutly, and obſerved that he 
was the vcry image of her papa. 


— 
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In the afternoon he was conducted by the com- 
modore to the houſe of his parents; and ſtrange 
to tell, no ſooner was he preſented to his mother 
than her countenance changed, ſhe eyed him 
with tokens of affliction and turprize, and burſt- 
ing into tears, exclaimed her child was dead, and 
this was no other than an impoſtor whom they 
had brought to deſraud her forrow. Frunnion 
was confounded at this unaccountable paſſion, 
which had no other foundation than caprice and 
whim; and Gamaliel himſelf io diſconcerted and 
unſettled in his own belief, which began to waver, 
that he knew not how to behave towards the 
boy, whom his godfather immediately carried 
back to the garriſon, ſwearing all the way 


that Perry ſhould never croſs their threſhold again 


with his good-will. Nay, fo much was he incen- 
ſed at this unnatural and abturd renunciation, 
that he refuſed to carry on any further correſpon- 
dence, with Pickle, until he was appeaſed by his 
ſolicitations and ſubmiſſion, and Peregrine owned 
as his fon and heir. But this acknowledgment 
was made without the privity of his wire, whoſe 
vicious averſion he was obliged, in appearance, 


to adopt. Thus exiled from his father's houſe, 


the young gentleman was left entirely to the dif- 
poſal of the commodore, whoſe affection for him 
daily increaſed, inſomuch chat he could ſcarcely 
prevail upon himſelf to part with him, when his 
education abſolutely required that he ſhould be 


_ otherwiſe diſpoſed of. 


In all probability, this extraordinary attach- 
ment was, if not produced, at leaſt rivetted by 
that peculiar turn 1n Peregrine's imagination, 
which we have already obſerved ; and which, du- 
ring his reſidence in the caſtle, appeared in ſundry 
ſtratagems he practiſed upon his uncle and aunt. 
under the auſpices of Mr. Hatchway, who aſliſted 
him in the contrivance and execution of all his 
ſchemes. Nor was Pipes exempted from a ſhare 
in their undertakings ; for, being a truſty fellow, 
not without dexterity in ſome caſes, and altoge- 


—4 


Ba” 


11! 


— 


— vor 


= CY FF. 


84 THE ADVENTURES OF 


ther reſigned to their will, they found bim a ſer— 
viceable inſtrument for their purpoſe, and uſed 
him accordinply. 

The fir {t ſample of their art was exhibited upon 
Mrs. Trunnion. They terrified that good lady 
with ſtrange noiſes when ſhe retired to her devo— 
tion. Pipes was a natural genius in the compo- 


fition of diſcords; he could imitate the ſound pro- 


duced by the winding of a jack, the filing of a 
ſaw, and the ſwinging of a malcfactor hanging in 
chains; he could counterfeit the braying of an 
aſs, the ſcreeching of a night owl, the caterwaul- 
ing of cats, the howling of. a dog, the ſqueaking of 
a pig, the crowing of a cock ; and he had learned 
the war hoop, uttered by the Indians in North- 
America. Theſe talents were cxettec| ſucceſlively 
at different times and places, to the terror of 
Mrs. Trunnion, the diſcompoſure of the commo— 
dore himſelf, and the conſternation ot all the fer- 
vants in the caſtle, Peregrine, with a ſheet over 
his cloaths, ſometimes tumbled before his aunt in 
the twilight, when her organs of viſion were a lit- 
tle impaired by the cordial ſhe had ſwallowed ; 
and the boatſwain's mate taught him to ſhoe cats 
with walnut-ſhclls, ſo that they made a moſt 
dreadful clattering in their nocturnal excurſions. 
The mind of Mrs. Trunnion was not a little dil- 
turbed by theſe alarms, which, in her opinion, 
portended the death of ſome principal perſon in 
the family; the redoubled her religious exerciſes, 
and fortitied her ſpirits with freſh potations ; nay 
The began to take notice that Mr. Trunnion's 
conſtitution was very much broke, and ſcemed 
diſſatisfied when people obſerved that they never 
ſaw him look better. Her frequent viſits to the 
cloſet, where all her conſolation was depoſited, 
inſpired the confederates with a device which had 
like to have been attended with tragical conſe- 
quences. They found an opportunity io infuſe 
jallap in one of her cafe bottles, and ſhe took 10 
largely of this medicine, that her conſtitution 
had well nigh ſunk under the violence cf it's 
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eſſect. She ſuſfered a ſucceſſion of fainting ſits. 
that reduced her to the brink of the grave, in 
ſpite of all the remedies that were adminiſtered 
by a phyſician who was called in the beginning of 
her diſorder. After having examined the ſymp— 
toms, he declared that the patient had been poi- 
ſoncd with arſenic, and preſeribed oily draughts 
and lubricating injections, to defend the coats of 
the ſtomach and 1ntcſtines from the vellicating 
particles of that pernicious mineral; at the ſame 
time hinting with a look of infinite ſagacity, that 
it was not difficult to divine the whole myſtery. 
He affected to deplore the poor lady as if ſhe was 
expoled to more attempts of the ſame nature; 
thereby glancing obliquely at the innocent com- 
modore, whom the oflicious ſon of #ſculapius 
ſuſpected as the author of this expedient, to rid 
his hands of a yoke-fcllow for whom he was well 


. known to have no great devotion. This imperti— 


nent and malicious inſinuation made ſome impreſ- 
ſton upon the by-ſtanders, and furniſhed ample 
field for flander, to aſperſe the morals of Trun— 
nion, who was repreſented through the whole 
diſtrict, as a moniter of batbarity. Nay, the 
ſuſſerer herſelf, though ſhe behaved with great de- 
cency and prudence, could not help cutertaining 
ſome ſmall diſlidence of her huſband ; not that ſhe 
imagined he had any deſign upon her life, but 
that he had been at pains to adulterate the bran- 
dy, with a view of detaching her from that fa- 
vourite liquor. 

On this fuppoſition ſhe refolved to act with 
more caution for the future, without ſetting on 
foot any enquiry about the affair: while the 
commodore imputing her indiſpoſition to ſome 
natural cauſe, after the danger was paſt, never 
beſtowed a thought upon the ſubject; ſo that the 
perpetrators were quit of their fear, which, how- 
ever, had puniſhed them ſo effectually, that they 
never would hazard any more jokes of the fame 
nature, 
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The ſhafts of their wit were now direqcq 
agaiuſt the commander himſelf, whom they teiz— 
ed and terrified almoſt out of his ſenſes. One 
day while he was at dinner, Pipes came and told 
him, that there was a perſon below that wanted 
to ſpeak with him immediately about an aflair of 
the greateſt importance, that would admit of no 
delay: upou which he ordered the ſtranger to he 
told that he was engaged, and that he muſt fend 
up his name and bulineſs. To this demand he 
received for aniwer a meſſage, importing that 
the perſon's name was unknown to him, and his 
buſineſs of ſuch a nature, that it could not be 
diſcloſed to any onc but the commodore himſelf, 
vw hom he earneſtly deſired to ſee without lots of 
time. 

Trunnion, ſurprized at this importunity, got 
up with great reluctance in the middle of his 
meal, and deſcended to a parlour where the 
{ſtranger was, aiked in a ſurly tone what he wanted 
with him in ſuch a damned hurry, that he could 
not wait till he had made an end of his meſs, 
The other, not at all diſconcerted at this rough 
addreſs, advanced cloſe up to him on his tiptoes, 
and with a look of confidence and conceit, laying 
his mouth to one fide of the commodore's head, 
whiſpered ſoftly in his car, „Sir, I am the attor- 
ney whom you wanted to converſe with in pri- 
vate.“ * The attorney!“ cried Trunnion, ſtar— 
ing and half choaked with choler. “ Yes, Sir, 
at your ſervice, replied this retainer to the law, 
and if you pleaſe, the ſooner we diſpatch the affair 

the better; for 'tis an old obſervation, that delay 
breeds danger.” * Truly, brother, ſaid the com- 
modore, who could no longer contain himſelf, 
1 do confeſs that I am very much of your way of 
thinking, d'ye ſee; and therefore you ſhall be 
diſpatched in a trice ;” ſo ſaying, he lifted up his 
walking ſtaff, which was ſomething between a 
crutch and a cudgel, and diſcharged it with ſuch 
energy on the ſeat of the attorney's underſtand- 
ing, that if there had been any thing but ſolid 


malige prepenſe with which the fact was com- 
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evacuated, 

Fortified as he was by nature againſt ali ſuch 
aſſaults, he could not withſtand the momcntum 
of the blow, which in an inſtant laid him flat on 
the floor, deprived of all ſenſe and motion; and 
Trunnion hopped up ſtairs to dinner, applaud- 
ing himſelf in cjaculations all the way for the 
vengeance he had taken on ſuch an impudent 
pettiſogging miſcreant. 

The attorncy no ſooner awaked from his 
trance, into which he had been ſo unexpectedly 
Julled, than he caſt his eyes around in queſt of 
evidence, by wich he might be cnabled the more 
caſily to prove the injury he had ſuſtained ; but 
not a ſoul appearing, he made fhift to get upon 
his legs again, and with tie blood trickling over 
his noſe, followed one of the ſervants into the 
dining-roovm, reſolved to come to an explanation 
with the afiailant, and either extort money from 
him by way of fattsfa&ion, or provoke him to a 
ſecond application before witneties, With this 
view he entered the room in a peal of clamour, 
to the amazement of all prejent, and the terror of 
Mrs. Frunnion, who {bricked at the appearance 
of ſuch, a ſpect: cle; ; and adhiclling himſelf to the 
commodore, ** I'll "tell you what, Sir, faid he, if 
there be law in England, lll make you ſmart 
for this here aſſault; you think vou have ſereched 
yourtelf from a profec ation, by ſending all your 
jervants out of the way, but that circumſlance 
will appear upon trial to be a plain pivot of the 


mitted : efpecially when corroborated by the evi- 
dence of this here letter, under your own hand, 
whereby lam dehred to come to your own he aſe 
to tranſact an affair of conſequence; fo ſaying, 
he produced the writing, and 1cad the contents 
in theſe words. 
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Mr. RoGtr Ravine, 
Sir, | 6 N 

EING in a manner priſoner in my own houſe, 
| defire you will give me a call preciſcly at 
three o'clock in the afternoon, and inſiſt upon 
ſceing myſelf, as I have an affair of great conſe- 
quence, in which your particular advice is want— 

ed by your humble ſervant, 


HawsER TRUNNI1ON, 


The one-eyed commander, who had been ſatiſ. 
fied with the chaſtiſement he had already be- 
ſtowed upon the plaintiff, hearing him read this 
audacious piece of forgery, which he conſidered 
as the effect of his own villainy, ſtarted up from 
table, and ſeizing a huge turkey that lay in a dif 
before him, would have applied it ſauce and all b 
way of poultice to his wound, had he not been 
reſtrained by Hatchway, who laid faſt hold on 
both his arms, and fixed him to his chair again, 
adviſing the attorney to ſheer off with what he 
had got. Far from following this ſalutary counſel, 
he redoubled his threats, and ſet Trunnion at de- 
fiance, telling him he was not a man of true 
courage, although he had commanded a ſhip of 
war, or elie he would not have attacked any 
perſon in ſuch a cowardly and clandeſtine man- 
ner, This provocation would have anſwered his 
purpoſe effectually, had not his adverſary's in- 
dignation been repreſſed by the ſuggeſtions of the 
heutenant, who deſired his friend in a whiſper to 
be eaſy, for he would take care to have the attor- 
ney toſſed in a blanket for his preſumption. This 
propoſal, which he received with great approba- 
tion, pacified him in a moment ; he wiped the 
ſweat from his forchead, and his features relaxed 
into'a grim ſmile. | 

Hatchway diſappeared, and Ravine proceeded 
with great fluency of abuſe, until he was inter- 
rupted by the airival of Pipes, who without any 
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expoſtulation, led him out by the hand, and con- 
cucted him to the yard, where he was put into a 
carpet, and in a twinkling ſent into the air by 
the ſtrength and dexterity of ſive ſtout operators, 
whom the lieutenant had ſelected from the num- 
ber of domeitics for that ſingular ſpell of duty. 

In vain did the aſtoniſhed vaulter beg for the 
love of God, and paſſion of Chriſt, that they 
would take pity upon him, and put an end to 
his involuntary gambols ; they were deaf to his 
prayers and proteſtations, even when he ſwore 
in the moſt ſolemn manner, that if they would 
ceaſe tormenting him, he would forget- and for— 
give what was paſſed, and depart 1n peace to his 
own habitation ; and continued the game till they 
were fatigued with the exerciſe. 

Ravine being diſmiſſed in a moſt melancholy 
plight, brought an action of aſſault and battery 
againſt the commodore, and ſubpœna'd all the 
ſervants as evidences in the cauſe ; but as none 
of them had ſeen what happened, he did not 
find his account in the proſecution, though he 
himſelf cxamined all the witneſſes, and among 
other queltions, aiked whether they had not ſeen 
him come in like another man? and whether 
they had ever ſcen any other man in ſuch a con- 
dition as that in which he had crawled off? But 
this laſt interrogation they were not obliged to 
anſwer, becauſe it had reference to the ſecond 
diſcipline he had undergone, in which they, and 
they only were concerned? and no perſon is 
bound to give teſtimony againſt himſelf. 

ln ſhort, the attorney was nonſuited, to the 
ſatisfaction of all who knew him, and found him- 
ſeif under the neceſſity of proving that he had 
received in courſe of poſt, the letter which was 
declared in court a ſcandalous forgery, in order to 
prevent an indictment with which he was threat- 
ened by the commodore, who little dreamt that 
the whole affair had been planned and executed 


by Peregrine and his allociates. 
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The next enterpriſe in which this triumvirate 
engaged, was a ſcheme to frighten Trunnton 
with an apparition, which they prepared and ex- 
hibited ia this manner. To the hive of a large 
ox, Pipes fitted a leathern vizor of a moſt terrible 
appearance, ſtretched on the jaws of a ſhaik, 
which he had brought from ſea, and accommo— 
dated with a couple of broad glaſſes inſtead of 
eyes. On the inſide of theſe he placed two ruth- 
lights, and with a compoſition of ſulphur and ſalt- 
petre, made a pretty large fuſe, which he fixed 
between two rows of the tecth. This equipage 
being finiſhed, he, one dark night choſen for the 
purpoſe, put it on, and following the commo- 
dore into a long paſſage in which he was pre- 
ceded by Perry with a light in his hand, kindled 
his fire-work with a match, and began to bellow 
like a bull. The boy, as it was concertcd, look- 
ing behind him, ſcreamed aloud, and dropped 
the light, which was extinguiſhed in the fall: 
when Trunnion alarmed at his nephew's con- 
ſternation, exclaimed, „ Zounds! what's the 
matter?“ And turning about to ſee the cauſe 
of his diſmay, beheld a hideous phantom vomit- 
ing blue flame, which aggravated the horrors of 
its aſpect. He was inſtantly ſeized with an agony 
of fear, which diveſted him of his reaſon ; never- 
theleſs, he, as it were mechanically, raifed his 
truſty ſupporter in his own defence, and the ap- 
parition advancing towards him, aimed it at this 
dreadful annoyance with ſuch a convulſive exer- 
tion of ſtrength, that had not the blow chanced 

to light upon one of tlie horns, Mr. Pipes would 
have had no cauſe to value himſelf upon his inven- 
tion. Miſapplicd as it was, he did not fail to ſtag- 


ger at the ſhock, and dreading another ſuch ſalu- 


tation cloſed with the commodore, and having trip- 
ped up his heels, retreated with great expedition, 

It was then that Peregrine, pretending to re- 
collect himſelf a little, ran with all the marks 
of diſturbance and aftright, and called up the 
ſervants to the aſſiſtance of their muſter ; whom. 
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they found in a cold ſweat upon the floor, his 
features betokening horror and confuſion. Hatch- 
way raiſed him up, and having comforted him 
with a cup of Nantz, began to enquire into the 
cauſe of his diſorder : but he could not extract 
one word of anſwer from his friend, who, after 
a conſiderable pauſe, during which he ſeemed to 
be wrapped up in profound contemplation, pro— 
nounced aloud, * By the Lord! Jack, you 
may ſay what you wool ; but I'll be damned if 
it was not Davy Jones himſelf. I know him by 
his ſaucer-eyes, his three rows of teeth, his horns 
and tail, and the blue ſmoke that came out of 
his noſtrils. What docs the black-guard, hell's 
baby want with me ? I'm ſure I never committed 
murder, except in the way of my profeſſion, nor 
wronged any man whatlomever fince | firft went 
to ſea.” This fame Davy Jones, according to 
the mythology of ſailors, is the fiend that pre- 
ſices over all the evil ſpirits of the deep, and is 
often ſecn in various ſhapes, perching among the 
rigging on the eve of hucricanes, ſhipwrecks, and 
other dififters, to which a ſca-faring life is ex- 
poſed; warning the devoted wretch of death and 
woe. No wonder then that 'I'runnion was diſ- 
turbed by a ſuppoſed vilit of this demon, which, 
in his opinion, foreboded ſome dreadful calamity. 


%%% 

He is alſi by their device engaged in an adventure 
with the exciſeman, why does not find his account 
in his own drollery. 


Owſoever prepoſterons and unacconntable 

that paſſion may be, which prompts per- 
ſons, otherwiſe generous and ſympathiſing, to 
alilict and perplex their fellow-creatures, certain 
it is, our confederates entertained ſuch a large 
proportion of it, that not ſatisfied with the 
pranks they had already played, they ſtill perſe- 
cuted the commodore without ccahng. In the 
courſe of his own hiſtory, the particulars of 
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which he delighted to recount, he had often re- 
hearſed an adventure of deer-ſtealing, in which 
(during the unthinking impetuoſity of his youth 
he had been unfortunately concerned). Far from 
ſucceeding in that atehievement, he and his aſſo- 
ciates had (it ſeems) been made priſoners, after 
an obſtinate engagement with the keepers, and 
carried before a neighbouring juſtice of the peace, 
who uſed Trunnion with great indignity, and 
with his companions committed him to jail. 

His own rclations, and in particular an uncle 
on whom he chiefly depended, treated him during 
his confinement with great rigour and inhuma— 
nity, and abſolutely retuſed to interpoſe his in- 
| fluence in his behalf, unleſs he would ſign a 
writing, obliging himſelf to go to ſea within 
thirty days after his releaſe, under the penalty of 
being proceeded againſt as a felon. The altern:- 
tive was Either to undergo this voluntary exile, 
or remain in priſon diſowned and deſerted by 
every body, and after all ſufer an ignominious 
trial, that might end in a ſentence of tranſpor— 
tation for life. He therefore, without much he- 
fitation, embraced the propoſal of his kinſman, 
and (as he obſerved) was in leſs than a month 
after his diſcharge turned adrift to the mercy of 
the wind and waves. 

Since that period he had never maintained any 
correſpondence with his relations, all of whom 
had concurred in ſending him off; nor would he 
ever pay the leaſt regard to the humiliations and 
ſupplications of ſome among them, who had 
proſtrated themſelves before him, on the advance- 
ment of his fortune: but he retained a moſt in- 
veterate reſentment againſt his uncle, who was 
ſtill in being, tho' extremely old and infirm, and 
frequently mentioned his name with all the bit- 
terneſs of revenge. | 

Perry being perfectly well acquainted with the 
particulars of this ſtory, which he had heard ſo 
often repeated, propoſed to Hatchway, that a 
perſon thould be hircd to introduce himſelf to the 
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commodore, with a ſuppoſitious letter of recom- 
mendation from this deteited kinſman ; an impo— 
ſition that, in all likelihood, would afford abun- 
dance of diverſion. 

The lieutenant reliſned the ſcheme, and young 
Pickle having compoſed an epiſtie for the occa- 
ſion, the exciſeman of the pariſh, a fellow of 
great impudence and ſome humour, in whom 
Hatchway could confide, undertook to tranſcribe 
and deliver it with his own hand, and allo per- 
ſonate the man in whoſe favour it was feigned to 
be writ. He, accordinyly, one morning arrived 
on horſchack at the garriſon, two hours at leaſt 
before Trunnion uſed to get up, and gave Pipes, 
who admitted him, to underitand, that he had 
a letter for his maſter, which he was ordered to 
delivered to none but the commodore himſelf. 
This meſſage was no ſooner communicated, 
than the indignant chief (who had been waked 
for the purpoſe) began to curſe the meſſenger for 
breaking his reſt, and ſwore he would not budge 
'till his uſual time of turning out. This reſolu- 
tion being conveved ro the ſtranger, he defired 
the carrier to go back and tell him, he had ſuch 
joyful tidings to impart, that he was ſure the 
commo ore would think himſelf amply rewarded 
for his trouble, even it he had becn raiſed from 
the grave to receive them. 

This aſturance, flattering as it was, would not 
bave been powerful enough to purſuade him, had 
it not been aſſiſted with the exhortations of his 
ſpouſe, which never failed to influence his con- 
duct. He therefore ciept out of bed, tho' not 
without great repugnance, and wrapping himſelf 
in his morning gown, was ſupported down ſtairs, 
rubbing his eye, yawning fearfully, and grumb- 
ling all the way. As ſton as he popt his head in- 
to the parlour, the ſuppoſed ſtranger made divers 
aukward bows, and with a grinning aſpect ac- 
coſted him in theſe words: “ Your moſt humble 
ſervant, moſt noble commodore ! I hope you are 
in gocd health; you look pure and hearty; and 
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if it was not for that misfortune of your eye, 
one would not deſire to ſee a more W er Coun 
tenance in a ſummer's day. Sure as I am a living 

. - : 8 
ſoul, one would take you to be on this fide of 
threeſcore. Laud help us! I ſhould have known 
you to be a Trunnion if I had met with you in the 
midſt of Saliſbury plain, as the ſaying is.” The 
commodore, who was not at all in the humour 
of reliſhing ſuch an impertinent preamble, inter- 
rupted him in this place, ſaying, with a peeviſh 
accent, „ Pſhaw ! pthaw! brother, there's no 
occaſion ro bowſs out ſo much unneceilary gum, 
if you can't bring your diſcourſe to bear on the 
right ſubject, you had much better clap a ſtopper 
on your tongue, and bring yourſelf up, d'ye ſee : 
I was told you had ſomething to deliver.” „De- 
liver! (cried the wagiſh impoſtor) odds heart; 
I have got ſomething for you that will make your 
very entrails rejoice within your body. Here's 
a letter from a dear and worthy friend of yours. 
Take, read it, and be happy. Bleilings on his 
old heart! one would think he had renewed his 
age, like the eagles.” Trunmon's expectation 
being thus raiſed, he called for his ſpectacles, 
adjuſted them to his eye, took the letter, and be- 
ing curious to know the ſubſcription, no ſooner 
perceived his uncle's name, than he ſtarted back, 
his lip quivered, and he began to ſhake in every 
limb with reſentment and ſurprize : nevertheleis, 


perſon who had never before troubled him with 
any ſort of addreſs, he endeavoured to recollect 
himſelf, and peruted the contents, which were 
theſe: 


« J.oving Nephew, 

Doubt not but you will be rejoiced to hear of 
my welfare; and well you may, conſidering 
what a kind uncle I have been to you in the days 
of your youth, and how little you deſerved any 
ſach thing; for von was always a graceleſs young 
man, given to wicked courſes and bad company 


eager to know the ſubject of an epiſtle from a a 
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whereby you would have come to a ſhameful end, 
had it not been for my care in ſending you out of 
miſchief's way. But this is not the cauſe of my 
preſent writing, 'The bearer, Mr. Timothy 
Trickle, 1s a diſtant relation of yours, being the 
ſon of the couſin of your aunt Margery, and is 
not over and above well as to worldly matters. 
He thinks of going to London, to ſee for ſome 
poſt in the exciſe or cuſtoms, if ſo be that you will 


recommend him to ſome great man of your ac- 


quaintance, and pive him a ſmall matter to keep 
him til] he is provided. I doubt not, nephew, 
but you will be glad to ſerve him, if it was no 
more but for the reſpect you bear to me, who 
am, | | 
Loving Nephew, 
Your affectionate Uncle, 
and Servant to command, 
ToBlan TRUNNION,” 


It would be a difficult taſk for the inimitable 
Hogarth himſelf to exhibit the Judicrous expreſ- 
ſion of the commodore's countenance, while 
he read this letter. It was not a ſtare of aſto- 
niſhment, a convulſion of rage, or a ghaſtly 
orin of revenge, but an aſſociation of all three, 
that took potjeſhon of his features. At length 


he hawked up, with incredible ſtraining, the 


interjection Ah! that ſeemed to have ſtuck ſome 
time in his windpipe, and thus gave vent to his 
indignation : “ Have I come along aſide of you 
at laſt, you old ſtinking curmudgeon ! you lie, 
you louſy hulk, ye lie! you did all in your power 

to founder me when I was a ftripling; and as 
for being graceleſs, and wicked, and keeping 
bad company, you tell à damned lie again, you 
thief; there was not a more peaceable lad in the 


county, and I kept no bad company but your 


own, d'ye fee. Therefore, you Trickle, or 
what's your name, tell the old raſcal that ſent 
you hither, that I ſpit in his face, and call him 
Horſe; that I tear his letter into rags, fo; and 


2 
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that T trample upon it as I would upon his own 
villainous carcaſe, d'ye ſee.” 80 ſaying, he 
danced in a ſort of frenzy upon the fragments of 
the paper, which. he had ſcattered about the 
room, to the inexpreſſible ſatis faction of the tri- 
umvirate, who beheld the ſcene. 

The exciſeman having got between him and 
the door, which was left open for his eſcape, in 
caſe of neceſſity, affected great confuſion and 
ſurprize at his behaviour, ſaying, with an air 
of mortiſication, Lord be merciful unto me 
is this the way you treat your own relations, 
and the recommendation of your beſt friend ? 
Surely all gratitude and virtue has left this ſinful 
world! What will couſin Tim, and Dick, and 


Tom, and good mother Pipkin, and her daugh-“ 


ters, couha Sue, and Prue, and Peg, with all 
the reſt of our kinsfolks ſay, when they hear cf 
this unconſcionable reception that I have met 
with? Conſider, Sir, that 1ngratitude is worſe 


than the {in of witchciaft, as the apoſtle wiſely 


obſer ves; and do not ſend me away with ſuch 
unchriſtian uſage, which will lay a heavy load of 
guilt upon your poor miſerable ſoul.” «© What 
you are on the cruize for a Poſt, brother Trickle, 
an't ye? (ſaid Trunmon, interrupting him) we 


ſhall find a poſt for you in a trice, my boy. 


Here, Pipes, take this ſaucy ſon of a bitch, be- 
lay lim to the whipping-poſt in the yard. PI! 


teach you to rouſe me in the morning with ſuch. 


impertinent meilages,” Pipes, who wanted to 
carry the joke further than the exciſeman dreamt 


of, laid hold of him in a twinkling; and exc- 


cuted the orders of his commander, notwith— 
ſtanding all his nods, winking, and figniticaat. 
geſtures, which the boatſwain's mate would by 
no means underſtand : fo that he began to re- 
peat of the part he acted in this performance, 
which was like to end ſo tragically, and ſtyod. 
faſtened to the ſtake, in a very. difagreeable ſtate 
of ſuſpence; caſting many a rueful look over his 


left thoulder, (while Pipes was abſent in queſt of 
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2 cat o'nine. tails. (in expectation of being re- 
lieved by the interpoſition of the Icutenaut, who 
did not, however, appear. Tom returning with 
the inſtrument of correction, undreiied the de- 
linquent in a trice, and whiſpering in his ear, 
that he was very ſorry for being employed in ſuch - 


an office, but durſt not for his ſoul diſobey the 
orders of his commander, flouriſhed the ſcourge - 


about his head, and with admirable dexterity 
made ſuch a ſmarting application to the offender's 
back and ſhoulders, that the diſtracted gauger 
performed fundry new cuts with his feet, and 
bello wed hideouſly with pain, to the infiniçe ſa- 
tisfaction of the ſpectators. At length, when 
he was almoſt flead from his rump to the nape of 
his neck, Hatchway, who had purpoſcly abſented 
himſelf hitherto, appeared in the yard, and in- 
terpoſing in his behalf, prevailed upon Trunnian - 
to call off the executioner, and ordered the male- 
factor to be releaſed. | 

The cxciſeman, mad with the cataſtrophe he 
hid undergone, threatened to be revenged upon 
his employers, by making a candid confeſſion of- 
the whole plot; but the licutenant giving him to 
underſtand, that in ſo doing he would bring 
upon himſelf a perſecution for fraud, forge y and 
impoſture, he was fain to put up with his lots, 
and ſneaked out of the gartiſon, attended with 
a. volly of curſes dijſcharyed upon him by the 
commodore, who was exceedingly irritated by - 
the diſturbance and . diſappointment he had. un- 
dergone... 


CH AK aS.-- | 
The commodore . delefs the machinations of the con- 
ſpirators, and hires a tutor far Peregrine, whons 
he ſcttles at Wincheſter ſcho/. 


HIS'was not the leaſt affliction he ſuffered - 
from the unwearie endeavours and ine 
hauſted invention of his tormentors, who ha- 


raſſed him with ſuch a variety of miſchievous- 
You, I, E. 
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8 that he began to think all the devils in 


ell had conſpired againſt his peace; and ac- 
cordingly became very ſerious and contemplative 
on the ſubject. 

In the courſe of his meditations, when he re. 
collected and compared the circumſtances of 
every mortification to which he had been lately 
expoſed, he could not help ſuſpecting that ſome 
of them muſt have been contrived to vex him: 
and as he was not ignorant of his lieutenant's 
diſpoſition, nor unacquainted with the talents of 
Peregrine, he reſolved to obſerve them both for 
the future with the utmoſt care and circum— 
ſpection. This reſolution, aided by the incau. 
tious conduct of the conſpirators, whom, by this 
time, ſucceſs had rendered heedleſs and indiſerect, 
was attended with the deſired effe&t. He in a 
little time detected Perry in a new plot, and by 
dint of a little chaſtiſement, and a great many 
threats, extorted from him a confeſſion of all the 
contrivances in which he had been concerned, 
The commodore was thunderſtruck at the diſco- 
very, and ſo much incenſed againſt Hatchway for 
the part he had acted in the whole, that he deli- 
berated with himſelf, whether he ſhould demand 
ſatisfaction with ſword and piſtol, or diſmiſs him 
from the garriſon, and renounce all friendihip | 
with him at once. But he had been fo long ac- | 
cuſtomed to Jack's company, that he could not | 
Jive without him; and upon more cool reflection, 
perceiving that what he had done was rather the 
effect of wantonneſs than malice, which he him- 
ſelf would have laughed to ſee take place upon 
any other perſon, he determined to devour his 
chagrin, and extend his forgiveneſs even to 
Pipes, whom in the firſt fally of his paſſion he had 
looked upon in a more criminal light than that 


of a ſimple mutineer. This determination was | 


Teconded by another, which he thought abſo- 8 
lutely neceſſary for his own repoſe, and in which 


His own intereſt and that of his nephew con- 


curred. 
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Peregrine, who was now turned of twelve 
had made ſuch advances under the inſtruction of 
Jennings, that he often diſputed upon grammar, 
and was ſometimes thought to have the better 
in his conteſts with the pariſh-prieſt, who, not- 
withſtanding this acknowledged ſuperiority of his 
antagoniſt, did great juſtice to his genins, which 
he affared Mr. Trunnion would be loſt for want 
of cultivation, if the boy was not immediately 
ſent to proſecute his ſtudics at ſome proper ſemi- 
nary of learning. | 

This maxim had been more than once incul- 
cated upon the commodore by Mrs. Trunnion, 
who, over and above the deference, ſhe paid to 
the parſon's opinion, had a reaſon of her own 
for wiſhing to ſee the houſe clear of Peregrine, at 
whoſe prying diſpoſition ſhe began to be very 
uneaſy. Induced by thele motives, which were 
joined by the ſolicitations of the youth himſelf, 
who ardently longed to fee a little more of the 
world, his uncle determined to fend him forth- 
with to Wincheſter, under the immediate care 
and inſpection of a governor, to whom he allow- 
ed a very handſome appointment for that purpoſe. 
This gentleman, whoſe name was Mr. Jacob 
Jolter, had been ſchoolfellow with the parſon 
of the pariſh, who recommended him to Mrs. 


Trunnion as a perſon of great worth and learn- 


ing, in every reſpect qualified for the office of a 
tutor. He likewiſe added, by way of eulogium, 
that he was a man of exemplary piety, and par- 
ticularly zealous for the honour of the church of 
which he was a member, having been many 
years in holy orders, though he did not then 
exerciſe any function of the prieſthood. Indeed, 
Mr. Jolter's zeal was ſo excecdingly fervent, as, 
on ſome occaſions, to get the better of his diſcre- 
tion: for, being an high churchman, and of 
conſequence à malecontent, his reſentment was 
habituated into an inſurmountable prejudice 
againſt the preſent diſpoſition of affairs, which, 
by confounding the nation with the miniſtry, 
E 2 


= 


x 
N 
[ 
1 


5 — = onts Lani a 
93 — 
1 


To THE ADVENTURES OP 


ſometimes led him into erroneous, not to ſay 
abſurd calculations; otherwiſe, a man of good 
morals, well verſed in mathematics and ſchool— 
divinity, ſtudies which had not at all contributed 
to ſweeten and unbend the natural ſourneſs and 
ſeverity of his complexion. | 

This gentleman being deſtined to the charge 
of ſuperintending Perry's education, every thing 
was prepared tor their departure; and Tom Pipes, 
in conſequence of his own pctition, put into 
livery, and appointed footman to the young 
ſquire. But, before they ſet out, the commodore 
paid the compliment of communicating his de— 
ſign to Mr. Pickle, who appioved of the plan, 
though he durſt not venture to fee the boy; fo 
much was he intimidated by the remonſtrances 
of his wife, whoſe averſion to her firſt- born be- 
came every day more inveterate and unaccount- 
able. This unnatural capiice ſeemed to be ſup- 


ported by a conſideration which (one would ima- 


gine) might have rather vanquiſhed her di guſt. 
Her ſecond fon Gam, who was now in the fourth 
year of his age, had been ricketty from the cra- 
die, and as remarkably unpromifing in appear- 
ance as Perry was agreeable in his perſon, As 
the deformity increaſed, the- mother's fondneſs 
was augmented, and the virulence of her hate 
againſt the other ſon ſcemed to prevail in the 
ſame proportion. 

Far fiom allowing Perry to enjoy the common 
privileges of a child, ſhe would not ſnffer him 
to approach his father's houſe, expreſſed unca- 
ſineſs whenever his name happencd to be men- 
tioned, ſickened at his prat'e, and in all reſpects 
behaved like a moſt 1ancorous ſtep mother, 
Though ſhe no longer retained that ridiculous 
notion of his being an impoſtor, ſhe ſtil} conti— 
nued to abhor him, as if the really believed him 
to be ſuch; and when any perſon deſired to 
know the cauſe of her ſurpriſing diſhike, ſhe al- 
ways loſt her temper, and peevithly replied, that 
ſhe had reaſons of her own, which ſhe was not 
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obliged to declare: nay, fo much was ſhe infected 


by this vicious partiality, that ſhe broke off all 

OY | commerce with her ſiſter-in-law and the commo= |} 

wh dore, b-cauſe they favoured the poor child with | 

0 their countenance and protection. | 

ud Her malice, however, was fruſtrated by the | 
| love and generofity of Trunnion, who having | 

Se adopted him as his own fon, equipped him ac- | 

ng cordingly, and carried him and his governor in | 

by his own coach to the place of deſtination, where 

0 they were ſettled on a very gentcel footing, 

8 and every thing regulated according to their 

932 deſires. 

le- Mrs. Trunnion behaved with great decency at 

ly the departure of her nephew, to whom, with a 

lo great many pious advices, and injunctions to be- 

50 have with ſubmiſſion and teverence towards his | 

ey tutor, ſhe preſented a diamond ring of ſmall va- ; 

1t= Ine, and a gold metal, as tokens of her affection s 

Pp” and eſteem. As for the Ieutenant he accompa— 

51 nied them in the coach; and ſuch was the friend- ; 

Ho ſhip he had contracted for Perry, that when the 

th commodore propoſed to return, aiter having ac- 

Fe compliſhed the intent of his journey, Jack ab- b 

* ſolutely refuſed to attend him, and fignitied his 
$ 


reſolution to ſtay where he was. 
| Trunnion was the more ſtartle! at this decla- 
ate | ration, as Hatchway was become ſo neceſſary 


he ö to him in almoſt all the purpoſes 0! Dis hte, that 

* - 0 

ö he foreſaw he ſhould not be able to exiſt without 1 
on his company. Not a little atiet-4 with this . 


RG conſideration, he turned his eye ructully upon 
the lieutenant, ſaying in a piteous tone, © What! 
leave me at laſt, Jack, after we have weathered 
ts ſo many hard gales together? D—n my limbs! 


W I thought you had been more of an honeft heart: 

OY I looked upon you as my foremaſt, and Tom 

25 Pipes as my mizen; now he is carried away, 
im if fo, be as you go too, my ſtanding rigging be- 
2 ing decayed, d'ye ſee, the firſt ſquall will bring g 
al- me by the board. D—n ye, if in caſe I have 
hat Wa | 
not 7 f 
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given offence, can't ye ſpeak above board? and T 
thall make you amends.” 
Jack being aſhamed to own the true ſituation = 
| of his thoughts, after ſome heiitation, anſwered 
with perplexity and incoherence, “ No, damme ! 
that an't the caſe neither : to be ture you always 
uſed me in an officer like manner, that I muſt 
own, to give the devil his due, as the ſaying is; 


but forall that, this here is the caſe, I have ſome 0 
thoughts of going to ſchool myſelf to learn your ] 
Latin lingo; for, as the ſaying is, Better late f 
\ - enend than never. And I am informed as how [ 
one can get more for the money here than any T 
where elle.” | \ 
6 In vain did Trunnion endeavour to convince 1 
him of the folly of going to ſchool at his years, 2 
{ by repreſenting that the boys would make game / t 
of him, and that he would become a laughing- { 
{ ſtock ro all the world; he perſiſted in his reſo- 
| lution to ſtay, and the commodore was fain to e 
have recourſe to the mediation of Pipes and Ferry, 2 
who employed their influence with Jack, and at ſl 
Jaſt prevailed upon him to return to the garri- . 
ſon, after Trunnion had promiſed he ſhould be 1 
at liberty to viſit them once a month. This ſti- 1 
pulation being ſettled, he and his friend took r 
leave of the pupil, governor and attendant, and 2 
next morning ſct out for their habitation, which 2 
they reached in fafety that ſame night. I; 
Such was Hatchway's reluctance to leave Pe- a 
| regrine, that he is ſaid, for the firſt time in his I: 
life, to have looked miſty at parting : certain 1 #$- 
| am, that on the road homewards, after a long | 11 
pauſe of ſilence, which the commodore never d 
dreamt of interrupting, he exclaimed all of a a 
ſudden, ©& I'll be damn'd if the dog ha'nt given c. 
me ſome ſtu{F to make me love him.” Indeed ti 
there was ſomething congenial in the diſpoſition h 
of theſe two friends, which never failed to ma- "ul 
nifeſt itſelf in the ſequel, howſoever different Wm o. 


their education, circumſtances and connections ir 
happened to be, | | 
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. XVI. 
Peregrine diſtinguiſhes himſelf among his ſchool- 
fellows, expoſes his tutor, and attrafls the parti- 
cular notice of the maſter. 


HUS left to the proſecution of his ſtudies, 

Peregrine was in a little time a diſtinguiſhed 
character, not only for his acuteneſs of appre- 
henſion but alſo for that miſchievous fertility of 
fancy, of which we have already given ſuch 
pregnant examples. But as there was a great 
number of ſuch luminaries in this new ſphere ta 
which he belonged, his talents were not ſo con- 
ſpicuous, while they ſhone in his fingle capacity, 
as they afterwards appeared, when they concen- 
trated and reflected the rays of the whole con- 
ſtellation. 

At firſt he confined himſelf to piddling game, 
exerciſing his genius upon his own tutor, who 
attracted his attention, by endeavouring to ſea- 
ſon his mind with certain political maxims, the 
tallacy of which he had diſcernment enough to 
perceive. Scarce a day paſſed, in which he did 
not find means to render Mr. Jolter the object of 
ridicule; his violent prejudices, ludicrous vanity, 
aukward ſolemnity, and ignorance of mankind, 
afforded continual food for the raillery, petu- 
lance and ſatire of his pupil, who never neglected 
an opportunity of laughing, and making others 
laugh at his expence. 7 

Sometimes in their parties, by mixing brandy 
in his wine, he decoyed this pedagogue into a 
debauch, during which his caution forſook him, 
and he expoſed himſelf to the cenſure of the 
company. Sometimes when the converſation 
turned upon intricate ſubjects, he praiſed upon 
him the Socratic method of confutation, and, un- 
der pretence of being informed by an artful train 
of puzzling queſtions, infeuſibly betrayed him 
into ſelf-contradiction. 
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All the remains of authority which he had 
| - Hitherto preicrved over Peregrine ſoon vaniſhed ; 
| ſo that for the future, no fort of ceremony ſub-. 
| ſiſted bes een them, and all Mr. Jolter's pre- 
1 cepts were conveyed in hints of friendly advice, 
which the other might either follow or neglect 
at his «wn picafure. No wonder then that Pe- 
\Tegrine yave # luoſe to his inclinations, and by ' 

dint of genin and an enterpriſing temper, made 
a figure among the younger claſs of heroes in 
the ichool. 

Before he had teen a full year at Wincheſter, 
*He had fpnalifed himſelf in fo many atchieve- 
ments, in dc':ance to the laws and regulations of 
the »lace, that he was looked upon with admi- 
ration, uind acuaily choſen Dux, or leader, by 
a large body ot his cotemporaries. It was not 
long be ore his f.me reached the ears of the 
j Maſter, who cut fr Ar. | ter, communicated 

to bim the informations he bad received, and 
deſired him to check the vivacity of his charge, 
and relouble his vigilance in time to come, elſe 
|: he ſhould be chi.ged ro make a public example 
of hi: pupil for the bencfit of the ſchool. 

The v:vernor, conſcious of his own unimpor— 
tance, was not a little diſconcerted at this in- 
junction, which it was not in his power to fulfil 
by any compulſive means. He therefore went 
home in a very penſive mood, and after mature 

deliberation, reſolved to expoſtulate with Pere- 
' grine in the moſt familiar terms, and endeavour 
to diſſuade him from practices which might affect 
his character as well as intereſt. He accordingly 
| frankly told him the ſubject of the maſter's diſ- 
courſe, repreſented the diſgrace he might incur 
by neglecting this warning; and putting him in 
mind of his own ſituation, hinted the conſe- 
| - quences of the commodore's diſpleaſure, in caſe g 
Il he ſhould be brought to diſapprove of his con- . ei 
duct. Theſe inſinuations mace the greater im- tt! 
preſſion, as they were delivered with many ex- |} 
| preſſions of friendſhip and concern. The young 
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gentleman was not fo raw, but that he could per- 
ceive the ſolidity of Mr. Jolter's advice, to which 
he promiſed to conform, becauſe his pride was 1n- 
tereſted in the affair; and he conſidered his own 
reformation as the only means of avoiding that 
infamy which even in idea he could not bear. 

His governor, finding him ſo reaſonable, pro- 

fited by theſe moments of reflection, and in or- 
der to prevent a relapſe, propoſed that he ſhould 
engage in ſome delightful ſtudy that would agree- 
ably amuſe his imagination, and gradually de- 
tach him from thoſe conncxions which had in- 
volved him in ſo many troubleſome adventures. 
For this purpoſe he with many rapturous en— 
comiums, recommended the mathematics, as 
yielding more rational and ſenſible pleaſures to a 
youthful fancy than any other ſubject of contem- 
plation ; and actually began to read Euclid with 
him that ſame afternoon. 

Peregrine entered upon this branch of learning 
with all that warmth of application which boys 
commonly yield on the firſt change of itudy ; 
but he had ſcarce advanced beyond the Pons Aſi- 
norum, when his ardour abated, the teſt of truth 
by demonſtration did not elevate him to thoſe 
tranſports of joy with which his preceptor had 
regaled his expectation ; and before he arrived 
at the fortieth and ſeventh propoſition, he began 
to yawn drearily, make abundance of wry faces, 
and thought himſelf but indiſſerently paid for his 
attention, when he ſhared the vaſt diſcovery of 
Pythagoras, and underſtood that the ſquare of 
the hypothenuſe was equal to the ſquares of the 
other two ſides of a right-angled triangle. He 
was aſhamed, however, to fail in his undertaking, 
and perievered with great induſtry, until he had 
finiſhed the firſt four books, acquired plain tri- 
gonometry, with the method of algebraical cal- 
culation, and made himſelf well acquainted with 
the principles of ſurveying. But no conſidera- 
tion could prevail upon him to extend his inqui- 
ries farther in this ſeience; and he returned with 
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double reliſh to his former avocations, like a 
ftream which being dammed, accumulates mote 
force, and burſting o'er its mounds, ruſhes down 
with double impetuoſity. 
| Mr. Jolter ſaw with aſtoniſhment and chagrin, 
'F but could not refiſt the torrent. His behaviour 
F was now no other than a ſeries of licence and cof- 
[| frontery ; prank ſucceeded prank, and outrage ( 
6 followed outrage with ſurpriſing velocity. Com- 
Plaints were every day preferred againſt him; in 
Vain were admonitions beſtowed by the governcr 
| in private, and menaces diſcharged by the maſters 
f in public; he diſregarded the firſt, deſpiſed the 
| latter, diveſted himſelf of all manner of reſtraint, 
| and proceeded in his career to ſuch a pitch of au- 
[ dacity, that a conſultation was held upon the ſub- 
ject, in which it was determined that this unto- 


i | ward ſpirit ſhould be humbled by a ſevere and 
| ignominious flogging for the very next offence he 
ſhould commit. In the mean time Mr. Joltcr 


. was deſned to write in the maſter's name to the 
commodore, requeſtiig him to remove Tom 
. Pipes from the perſon of his nephew, the fad 
3 Pipes being a principal actor and abettor in all 
1 his malverſations; and to put a ſtop to the month- 
. ly viſitations of the mutilated lieutenant, who had 
ll; never once failed to uſe his permithon, but came 
x punctual to a day, always- fraught with ſome 
| new invention. Indeed, by this time Mr. 
Hatchway was as well known, and much better 
i beloved by every boy in the ſchool than the ma- 
d fer who inſtructed him, and always received by W 
| a number of ſcholars, who uſed to attend Pere- 
| | grine when he went forth to meet his friend, and 
14 conduct him to his lodging with public teſtimo- 
It nies of joy and applauſe. 7 | 
| As for Tom Pipes, he was not ſo properly the 
| 'attendant of Peregrine, as maſter of the revels to 
| the whole ſchool. He mingled in all their par- 
ni ties, and ſuperintended the diverſions, deciding 
1 between boy and boy, as if he ated by commit- | 
non under the great ſeal. He regulated their mo- 
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tions by his whiſtle, inſtructed the young boys in 
the games of huſtle-cap, leap- frog, and chuck-far- 
thing; imparted to thoſe of a more advanced age 
the ſcience of cribbage and all-fours, together 
with the method of ſtorming the caſtle, acting 
the comedy of Prince Arthur, and other panto- 
mimes, as they are commonly exhibited at fea 
and inſtructed the ſeniors who were diſtinguiſhed 
by the appellation of bloods, in cudgel-playing, 
dancing the St. Giles's hornpipe, drinking flip, 


aud ſmoaking tobacco. Theſe qualifications had 


rendered him ſo neceſlary and acceptable to the 
ſcholars, that, excluſive of Perry's concern in the 
affair, his diſiniſſion, in all probability, would have 
produced ſome dangerous convulſion in the come 
munity. Jolter, therefore, knowing his import— 
ance, informed his pupil of the directions he had 
received, and very candidly aſked how he ſhould 
demean himſelf in the execution; for he durſt 
not write to the commodore without this previous 
notice, fearing that the young gentleman, as ſoon 
as he ſhould get an inkling of the affair, would 
follow the example, and make his uncle ac- 
quainted with certain anecdotes, which it was the 
governor's intereſl to keep concealed. Peregrine 
was of opinion that he ſhould fpare himſelf the 
trouble of conveying any complaints to the com- 
modore; and if qucſtioned by the maſter, aifure 
him he had complied with his deſire; at the ſame 


time he promiſed faithfully to conduct himſelf 


with ſuch circumſpection for the future, that the 
maſters ſhould have no temptation to revive the 
inquiry. But the reſolution attending this ex- 


torted promiſe was too frail to laſt, and in leſs 


than a fortnight our young hero found himſelf 


intangled in an adventure from which he was not 


extcicated with his uſual good fortune. 
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1 E . »An. 1 
ö He ts concerned in a dangerous adventure with a | 
1 certain gardener; ſublimes his ideas, commences | 
| | gallant, end becomes acquainted with M5 Emily 
GTauntict. - ©: | 


E and ſome of his companions one day en- 
tered a garden in the ſuburbs, and having 
indulged their appetites, defired to know what 
latis faction they muſt make for the fruit they had 
pulled, The gardener demanded what (in their 
opinion) was an exorbitant price, and they with 
many opprobrious terms refuſed to pay it. The 
peaſant being ſurly and untractable, inſiſted upon 
his right; neither was he deficient or ſparing in 
the eloquence of vulgar abuſe. His gueſts at- 


tempted to retreat; a ſcuffle enſued, in which | 
Peregrine loſt his cap, and the gardener being in | 
danger from the number of his toes, called to his 
wife to Jet looſe the dog, who inſtantly flew to 0 


his maſter's aſſiſtance; and after having tore the 
leg of one, and the ſhoulder of another, put the 
whole body of ſcholars to flight Enraged at the 0 
4 andignity which had been offered them, they ſo- 0 
licited a reinforcement of their friends, and with \ 
Tom Pipes at their head, marched back to the c 
| field of battle. Their adveriary ſeeing them ap- | 
| proach called his apprentice, who worked at the \ 
# other end of the ground, to his afliſtance, armed | 

0 


bim with a mattock, while he himſelf wielded an 
jj hoe, bolted his door on the infide, and flanked j [ 
| with his man and maſtiff, waited the attack with- l 
|! ont flinching. He had not remained three minutes a 
| in this poſture of defence, when Pipes, who act- C 
ed as the enemy's forlorn hope, advanced to the T 
gate with great intrepidity, and clapping his foot l. 
to the door, which was none of the ſtouteſt, with 2 
C 


| the execution end diſpatch of a petard, ſplit it in- 
to a thouſand pieces. This ſudden execution had [0 
5 


KL immediate effect upon the *picntice, who re- in 


\ 


: 

| 

0 
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treated with great precipitation, and eſcaped at a 
oſtern. But the maſter placed himſelf like ano- 
ther Hercules in the breach; and when Pipes, 
brandiſhing his cudgel, ſtepped forward to engage 
him, levelled his weapon with ſuch force and 
dexterity at his head, that had the ſkull been 
made of penctrable ſtuff, the iron edge muſt have 
cleft his pate in twain. Caſemated as he was, 
the inſtrument cut ſheer even to the bone, on 


which it ſtruck with ſuch amazing violence, that 


ſparks of real fire were produced by the colliſion, 
And let nor the incredulous reader pretend to 
doubt the truth of this phznomenon, until he 
ſhall have firſt peruſed the ingenious Peter Kol- 
ben's Natura] Hiſtory of the Cape of Good Hope, 
where the inhabitants commonly uſe to ſtrike fire 
with the thin-bones of lions which have been kil- 
led in that part of Africa, 

Pipes, though a little diſconcerted, far from be- 
ing diſabled by the blow, in a trice retorted the 
_ compliment with his truncheon, which, had not 
his antagoniſt expeditiouſly ſlipped his head 
aſide, would have laid him breathleſs acroſs his 
own threſhold ; but, happily for him, he receiv- 
ed the ſalutation upon his right ſhoulder, 
which crafted beneath the ſtroke, and the hoe 
dropped inſtantly from his tingling hand. Tom 
perceiving, and being unwilling to forego the ad- 
vantage he had gained, darted his head into the 
boſom of this ſon of earth, and overturned him 
en the plain. being himſelf that inſtant aſſaulted 
ly the maſtiſf, who faſtened upon the outſide of 
Ins thigh. Feeling himſelf incommoded by this 
alſailant in his rear, he quitted the proſtrate gar- 
cher to the reſentment of his aſſociates, who 
poured upon him in thoals, aud turning about 
laid hold with both his hands of this ferocious 
animal's throat, which he ſqueezed with ſuch in- 
credible force and perſeverance, that the creature 
quitted his hold; his tongue lolled out of his 
jaws, the blood ſtarted from his eyes, and he 
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ſwung a lifeleſs trunk between the hands of his 
vanquiſher. 1 | | 

It was well for his maſter that he did not longer 
exiſt ! for by this time he was overwhelmed by 
ſuch a multitude of foes, that his whole budy 
ſcarce afforded points of contact to all the 
fiſts that drummed upon it, conſequently, to 


uſe a vulgar phraſe, his wind was almoſt knock- 


ed out, before Pipes had leiſure to interpoſe 
in his behalf, and perſuade his offenders to de- 
fiſt, by repreſenting that the wife had gone to 
alarm the neighbourhood, and that in all proba- 
bility they would be intercepted in their return, 
They accordingly liſtened to his remonſtrances, 
and marched homewards in triumph, leaving the 
gardener in the embraces of his mother earth, 
from which he had not power to move when he 
was jound by his diſconfolate helpmate and ſome 
friends whom ſhe had aſſembled for his athſtance, 
Among theſe was a blackſmith and farrier, who 
took cognizance of his carcaſe, every limb of 
which having examined, he declared there was 
no bone broke, and taking out his fleam, blooded 
him plentifully as he lay. He was then conveyed 
to his bed, from which he was not able to ſtir 
during a whole month, His family coming upon 
the pariſh, a formal complaint was made to 
the maſter of the ſchool, and Peregrine repre- 
ſented as the ring-leader of thoſe who commit- 
ted this barbarous alfault. An enquiry was im- 
mediately ſet on foot, and the articles of im- 
peachment being fully proved, our hero was fen- 
tenced to be ſeverely chaſtiſed in the face of the 
whole ſchool. This was a diſgrace the thoughts 
of which his proud heart could not brook. He 
reſolved to make his elopement rather than un- 
dergo the puniſhment to which he was doomed ; 


and having ſignified his ſentiments to his confe- 


derates, they promued, one and all, to ſtand by 
him, and either ſcreen him from chaſtiſement, or 
ſhare his fate. 


| 


againſt his cempanions for their infidelity and ir— 
_ reſolution, and plunged into a profound reverie 


which he was very expert, he contracted inti- 
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Confiding in this friendly proteſtation, he ap- 
peared unconcerned on that day that was ap- ; 
pointed for his puniſhment ; and when he was f 
called to his deſtiny, advanced towards the icenc, : 
attended by the greatcſt part of the ſcholars, 
who intimated their determination to the maſter, 
and propoſed that Peregrine ſhould be forgiven. 
The ſuperior behaved with that dignity of de- 
meanor which hecame his place, repreſented the 
folly and preſumption of their demand, repre- 
hended them for their audacious proceeding, and 
ordered every boy to his reſpective ſtation. They 
obeyed his command, and our unfortunate hero 
was publickly horſed, in tcrrorem of all whom it 
might concern. 

This diſgrace had a very ſenſible effect upon 
the mind of Peregrine, who having by this time 
paſſed the tourteenth year of his age began 
to adopt the pride and ſentiments of a man. 
1kus diſhonourably ſtigmatized, he was athamed 
to appear in public as uſual; he was incenſed 


that laſted ſeveral weeks, during which he thouk 
off his boyiſh connection, and fixed his view up- 
on objects which he thought more worthy of his 
attention. 

In the courſe of his gymnaſtic exerciſes, at 


macics with ſeveral youths who were greatly his 
ſuperiors in point of age, and who, pleaſed with 
his aſpiring genius and addreſs, introduced him 
into parties of gallantry which ſtrongly captiva- 
ted his inclination. He was by nature particu— 
larly adapted for ſucceeding in adventures of 
this kind ; over and above a moſt engaging perſon 
that improved with his years, he poſtefied a dig- 
nified aſſurance, an agreeable ferocity which in- 
hanced the conqueſt of the fair who had the good 
ſortune to enflave him, unlimited gencrofity, and 
a fund of humour which never failed to pleaſe, 
Nor was he deficient in the more ſolid accoms 
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pliſhments of youth; he had profited in his ſtu- 
dies beyond expectation, and behdes that ſen- 
ſibility of diſcernment which is the foundation 
of taſte, and in conſequence of which he di— 
ſtinguiſhed and enjoyed the beauties of the claſ- 
ſics, he had already given ſeveral ſpecimens of 
a very promiſing poetic talent. 
With this complexion and theſe qualifications, 
no wonder that our hero attracted the notice and 
affections of the young Delias in town, whole 
hearts had juſt begun to flutter for they knew 
not what. Inquiries were made concerning his 
condition, and no ſooner were his expectations 
known, than he was invited and careſſed by all 
the parents, while their daughters vyed with 
each other in treating him with particular com- 
placency. He inſpired love and emulation where- 
ever he appeared ; envy and jealous rage followed 


of courſe; ſo that he became a very deſireable 


though a very dangerous acquaintance. His 
moderation was not equal to his ſucceſs; his 
vanity took the lead of his paſſions, diſſipating 
his attention, which might oth. wiſe have fixed 
him to one object; and he was poſſeſſed with the 
rage of encreaſing the number of his conqueſts. 
With this view he frequented public walks, con- 
certs and aflemblies, became remarkable rich and 
faſhionable in his cloaths, gave entertainments to 
the ladies, and was in the utmoſt hazard of turns 
ing out a moſt egregious coxcomb. 

While his character thus wavered between the 
ridicule of ſome, and the regard of others, an 
accident happened, which, by contracting his 
view to one object, detached him from thoſe 
vain purſuits that would in time have plunged 
him into an abyſs of folly and contempt. Being 
one evening at the ball which is always given to 
the ladies at the time of the races, the perſon 
who acted as maſter of the ceremonies, knowing 
how fond Mr. Pickle was of every opportunity 
to difplay himſelf, came up and told him, that 
there was a fine young creature at the other end 
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of the room, who ſeemed to have a great inch- 
nation to dance a minuet, but wanted a partner, 
the gentleman who attended her being in boots. 

Peregrine's vanity being arouſed at this inti- 
mation, he went up to reconnoitre the young 
lady, and was ſtruck with admiration at her 
beauty. She ſeemed to be of his own age, was 
tall, and, tho' flender, exquiſitely ſhaped ; her 
hair was auburn, and in ſuch plenty, that the 
barbarity of dreſs had not been able to pre- 
vent it from ſhading bath ſides of her forehead, 
which was ſo high and polifhed ; the contour of 
her face was oval, her noſe very little raifed into 


the aquiline form, that contributed to the ſpirit 


and dignity of her aſpe&t ; her mouth was ſmall, 
her lips plump, juicy and delicious, her tceth re- 
gular, and white as driven ſnow, her complexion 
incredibly delicate, and glowing with health, and 
her full blue eyes beamed forth vivacity and love : 
her micn was at the fame time commanding and 
engaging, her addreſs perfectly gentecl, and her 
whole appearance fo captivating, that our young 
Adonis looked, and was overcome. 

He no ſooner recollected himielf from his aſto- 
niſhment, than he advanced to her with a grace- 
ful air of reſpect, and begged the would do him 
the honour to walk a minuet with him. She 
ſeemed particularly pleaſed with his apptication, 
and very frankly comphed with his requeſt. This 
pair was too remarkable to eſcape the particular 
notice of the company; Mr. Pickle was well 
known by almoſt every body in the room, but 
his partner was altogether a new face, and of 
conſequence underwent the criticiſm of all the 
ladies in the aſſembly; one whiſpered, “She has 
a good complexion, but don't you think ſhe is a 


little awry?” A ſecond pitied her for her maſ- 


culine noſe; a third obſerved, that ſhe was auk- 
ward for want of ſeeing company; a fourth di- 
ſtinguiſhed ſomething very bold in her counte- 
nince; and in ſhort, there was not a beauty in 


. i I Inn 
— 


114 THE ADVENTURES OF 


her whole compoſition, which the glaſs of envy 
did not pervert into a blemiſh. 

The men, however, looked upon her with dif- 
ferent eyes; among them her appearance pro- 
duced a univerſal murmur of applauſe ; they en- 
circled the ſpace on which ſhe danced, and were 
enchanted by her graceful motion. While they 
launched out in the praiſe of her, they expreſſed 
their diſpleaſure at the good fortune of her part- 
ner, whom they damned for a little finical cox- 
comb, that was too much engroſſed by the con- 
templation of his own perſon, to diſcern or de- 
ſerve the favour of his fate. He did not hear, 
therefore could not repine at theſe invectives ; 
but while they imagined he indulged his vanity, 
a much more generous pation had taken poſlſeſ- 
fion of his heart. A 
Inſtead of that petulance of gaity for which 
he had been diſtinguiſhed in his public appear- 
ance, he now gave manifeſt ſigns of confuſion 
and concern ; he danced with an anxicty which 
impeded his performance, and blaſhed to the 


extraordinary agitation was overlooked by the 
men, it could not eſcape the obſervation of the 
ladies, who perceived it with equal ſurprize and 
reſentment ; and when Peregrine led this fair un- 
known to her ſeat, expreſſed their pique in an 
affected titter which broke from every mouth 
at the ſame inſtant, as if all of them had been 
informed by the ſame ſpirit. | 

Peregrine was nettled at this unmannerly mark 
of diſapprobation, and in order to increafe their 
chagrin, endeavoured to enter into particular 
converſation with their fair rival. The young 
lady herſelf, who neither wanted penetration, 
nor the conſciouſneſs of her own accompliſh- 
ments, reſented their behaviour, though ſhe tri- 
umphed at the cauſe of it, and gave het partner 


ther, who was preſent, thanked him for his ci- 
vality in taking ſuch notice of a ſtranger, and he 


eyes at every falſe ſtep he made. Though this 


all the encouragement he could defire, Her mo- 
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hold of proper opportunities to expreſs his ad- 
miration of her charms, had recourſe to the ſi- 


aud diſtinguiſhed every nymph thus ridiculed 


! ſeemed to reliſh each other's converſation, during 
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received a compliment of the ſame nature from 
the young gentleman in boots, who was her own 
brother. 

if he was charmed with her appearance, he 
was quite raviſh'd with her diſcourſe, which was 
ſenſible, ſpirited and gay. Her frank and ſprightly 
demeanour excited his own confidence and good 
humour; and he deſcribed to her the characters 
of thoſe females who had honoured them with 
ſuch a ſpiteful mark of diſtinction, in terms fo 
replete with humorous ſatire, that ſhe ſeemed to 
liſten with particular complacency of attention, 


with ſuch a ſignificant glance, as overwhelmed her 
with chagrin and mortification. In ſhort, they 


which our young Damon acquitted himſelf with 
great ſkill in all the duties of gallantry ; he laid 


lent rhetotic of tender looks, breathed divers in- 
ſidious fighs, and attached himſelf wholly to her 
during the remaining part of the entertainment. 

When the company broke up, he attended 
her to her lodgings, and took leave of her with, 
a ſqueeze of the hand, after having obtained per- 
miſlion to viſit her next morning, and becn in- 
formed by the mother that her name was Miſs 
Emilia Gauntlet. | | 

All night long he cloſed not an eye, but 
amuſed himſelf with plans of pleaſure, which his 
imagination ſuggeſted, in conſequence of this 
new acquaintance. He roſe with the lark, ad- 
juſted his hair into an agrecable negligence of 
curl, and dreſſing himſelf in a gentecl grey frock 
trimmed with filver binding, waited with the 
utmoſt impatience for the hour of ten, which no 
ſooner ſtruck than he hied him to the place of ap- 
pointment, and enquiring for Miis Gauntlet, was 
ſhewn into a parlour. Here he had not waited 
above ten minutes, when Emilia entered in a 
moſt enchanting undreſs, with all the graces of 
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nature playing about her perſon, and in a mo» 
ment rivetted the chains of his ſlavery beyond 
the power of accident to unbind. | 
Her mother being ſtill a-hed, and her brother 
gone to give orders about the chaiſe, in which 
they propoſed to return that ſame day to their 
own habitation, he cnjoyed her company 7#te a 
tète a whole hour, during which he declared his 
love in the moſt paſſionate terms, and begged 
that he might be admitted into the number of 
thoſe admirers whom ſhe permitted to viſit and 
adore her. 
She affected to look upon his vows and prote- 
ſtations as the ordinary effects of gallantry, and 
very obligingly aſſured him, that were the to live 
in that place, ſhe ſhould he glad to ſee him often; 
but as the ſpot on which ſhe reſided was at a con- 
fiderable diſtance, ſhe could not expect he would 
go iv far upon tſach a trifling occaſion, to take 
the trouble of providing himſelf with ker mam- 
ma's permiſſion. 5 

To this favourable hint he anſwered with all 
the eagerneſs of the moſt fervid paſſion, that he 
had uttered nothing but the genuine dictates of 
his heart; that he deſired nothing ſo much as an 


opportunity of evincing the ſincerity of his pro- 


feſſions; and that though he lived at the extre- 
mity of the kingdom, he would find means to 
lay himſelf at her feet, provided he would viſit 
her with her mother's conſent, which he aſſured 
her he would not fail to ſolicit. | 

She then gave him to vndeiſtand, that her ha- 
Litation was about fixteen miles from Wincheſter; 


in a villiage which ſhe named, and where (as be 


could eaſily collect from her diſcourſe) he would 
be no unwelcome gueſt. 

In the midſt of this communication they were 
joined by Mrs. Gauntlet, who received him with 
great courteſy, thanking him again for his polite- 
neſs to Emy at the ball, and anticipated his in- 
. tention, by ſaying that ſhe ſhould be very glad 
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to fce him at her houſe, if ever his occaſions 
ſnould call him that way. 


EH A FP. - XVBE 
He inquires into the ſituation of this young lady with 
whom he is enamoured; elopes from ſchool; is 
found by the lieutenant, conveyed to Wincheſter, 
and ſends a letter with a copy of verſes to his 


miſtreſs. 


| HE was tranſported with pleaſure at this in- 


itation, which he aſſured her he ſhould 
not neglect; and after a little more converſation 
on general topics, took his leave of the charming 
Emilia, and her prudent mamma, who had per- 
ceived the firſt emotions of Mr. Pickle's paſſion 
for her daughter, and becn at ſome pains to in- 


' quire about his tamily and fortune. 


Neither was Percgrine leſs inquiſitive about 
the ſituation and pedigree of his new miſtrets, 
who, he learned, was the only daughter of a 
ficli-oſticer, who died before he had it in his 
power to make ſuitable proviſion for his chiblren; 
that the widow lived in a frugal, though deceut 
manner, on her penſion, alliſted by the bounty 
of her relations: that the fon cariied arms as 
volunteer in the company which his father had 
commanded ; and that Emilia had been educated 
in London, at the expence of a rich uncle, who 
was ſeized with the whim of marryiag at the age 
of fifty -n ve; in conicquence ot Which, his nice 
hnd returned to her mother, without any viſible 
dependence, cxcept on her own conduct and 
qualifications. 

This account, though it could net diminiſh 
his affection, nevertheleſs alarmed his pride; for 
his warm imagination had exaggerated atl his 
own proſpects; and he began to icar, that his 
paſſion for Emilia might he thought to derogate 
from the dignity of his ſituation. The ſtruggle 
be:ween his intereſt and love, produced a per- 
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plexity which had an evident effect upon his be- 


haviour; he became penſive, ſolitary, and peeviſh, 
avoided all public diverſions, and grew ſo re- 
markably negligent in his dreſs, that he was 
ſcarce diſtinguiſhable by his own acquaintance, 
This contention of thoughts continued ſeveral 
weeks, at the end of which, the charms of Emi- 
lia triumphed over every other conſideration, 
Having received a ſupply of money from the 
commodore, who acted towards him with great 
generoſity, he ordered Pipes to put up tome 
linen, and other neceſſaries, in a ſort of knap- 
fack which he could conveniently carry, and 


thus attended ſet out early one morning on foot + 
for the village where his charmer lived, at which 


he arrived before two o'clock in the afternoon ; 
having choſen this method of travelling, that his 
route might not be ſo eaſily diſcovered, as it muſt 
have been, had he hired horſes, or taken a place 
in the ſtage coach. : 

The firſt thing he did was to ſecure a. conve- 
nient lodging at the inn where he dined; then 
he ſhifted hunſelf, and according to the direction 


be had received, went to the houſe of Mrs. 


Gauntlet in a tranſport of joyous expectation. 
As he approached the gate, his agitation encreaſed, 
he knocked with impatience and concern, the 
door opened, and he had actually aſked if Mrs. 
Gauntlet was at home, before he perceived that 
the portreſs was no other than his dear Emilia. 
She was not without emotion at the unexpedecd 
ſight of her lover, who inſtantly recogniſing his 
charmer, obeyed the irreſiſtible impulſe of his love, 
and caught the fair creature in his arms. Nor did 
ſhe ſeem offended at this forwardneſs of beha- 
viour, which might have diſpleaſed another of a 
leſs open diſpoſition, or leſs uſed to the freedom 
of a ſenſible education; but her natural frankneſs 
had been encouraged and improved by the eaſy 
and familiar intercourſe in which ſhe had been 
bred ; and therefore, inſtead of reprimanding 
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him with a ſeverity of look, ſhe with great good 
humour rallied him upon his aſſurance, which 
ſhe obſerved, was undoubtedly the effect of his 
own conſcious merit, and conducted him into 
a parlour, where he found hei mother, who in 
very polite terms expreſſed her ſatisfaction at 
ſceing him within her houſe. Ne, 

After tea, Miſs Emy propoſed an evening walk, 
which they enjoyed through a variety of little 
copſes and lawns, watered by a moſt romantic 
ſtream, that quite enchanted the imagination of 
Peregrine. | 

It was late before they returned from this 
agreeable excurſion, and when our lover wiſhed 


the ladies good night, Mrs. Gauntlet infiſted up- 


on his ſtaying to ſupper, and treated him with par- 
ticular demonſtrations of regard and affection. 
As her œconomy was net encumbered with an 
unneceflary number of domeſtics, her own pre- 
ſence was often required in different parts of the 
houſe, ſo that the young gentleman was ſupplied 
with frequent opportunities of promoting his ſuit, 
by all the tender oaths and infinuations that his 
paſſion could ſuggeſt, He proteſted her idea had 
taken ſuch entire poſſeſſion of his heart, that 
finding himſelf unable to ſupport her abſence one 
day longer, he had quitted his ſtudies, and left 


his governor by ſtealth, that he might viſit the 
object of his adoration, and be bleſſed in her 


company for a few days without interruption. 

She liſtened to his addreſſes with ſuch affability 
as denoted approbation and delight, and gently 
chid him as a thoughtleſs truant, but carefully 
avoided the confeſſion of a mutual flame; be- 
cauſe ſhe diſcerned, in the midit of all his ten- 
derneſs, a levity of pride which ſhe durſt not 
venture to truſt with ſuch a declaration. Per- 
haps ſhe was confirmed in this caution by her mo- 
ther, who very wiſely, in her civilities to him, 
maintained a ſort of ceremonious diſtance, which 
ihe thought not only requiſite for the honour 
and intereſt of her family, but likewiſe for her 
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own exculpation, ſhould ſhe ever be taxed with 
having encouraged or abetted him in the impiu- 
dent tallies of his youth : yet notwithſtanding 
this aſſected reſerve, he was treated with ſuch 
diſtinction by both, that he was raviſhed with 


moured every day. 

While he remained under the influence of this 
ſweet intoxication, his abſence produced great 
diſturbance at Wincheſter, Mr. Jolter was grie- 
_ voully afflicted at his abrupt departure, which 
alarmed him the more, as it happened after a 
long fit of mclancholy which he had perceived in 
his pupil. He communicated his appreh<n{tous 
to the maſter of the ſchool. who adviſed him to 
appriſe the commodore of his nephew's difap- 
pearance, and in the mean time enquire at all the 
inns in town, whether he had hircd horics, or 
any ſort of carriage, for his conveyance, or wa; 
met with on the road by any perſon who could 
give an account of the direction in which he tra- 
velled. | 

This ſcrutiny, tho' performed with great dili- 
gence and minuteneſs, was altoge! her ineflectu- 


away. Mr. Trunnion was wc 11 nigh diſtracted 
5 at the news of his flight; hc Fives with great 
i fury at the imprude:.ce of Peregrine, whom in 
| his firſt tranſport: he damned as an ungratcful 
2s 


deierter; then he curied Hatchway and Pibes, 


4 who he ſwore had foundered the lad by ther | 
pernicious counſels; and, laitly, tr ansferred his! 


1 exccrations upon Joltcr, becauſe he had not kept 
'v a better lvok-cut : finally, he made an. apoltro- 
phe to that ſon of a bitch the gout, which for 


al; they could obtain no intelligence of the run 


his ſituation, and became more. and more ena- | 


—_—_— 


r 


the preſcat diſabled him from ſearching for bis 


il ever, neglect auy means in his power, he imme— 


diately diipatched expreſſes to all the teaport} 
towns on that coaſt, that he might be prevented} 
from Icaving the kingdom; and the licutcnaut, | 


nephew in per.on. That he might not, how-4 
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at his own deſire, was ſent acroſs the country, in 
queſt of this young fugitive. 

Four days had he unſucceſsfully carried on his 
enquiries with great accuracy, when, reſolving 
to return by Wincheſter, where he hoped to meet 
with ſome hints ef intelligence, by which he 
might profit in his future ſearch, he ſtruck off the 
common road to take the benefit of a nearer 
cut; and finding himſelf benighted near a vil- 
lage, took up his lodgings at the firſt inn to 
which his horſe directed him. Having beſpoke 
ſomething for ſupper, and retired to his chamber, 
where he amuſed himſelf with a pipe, he heard a 
confnſed noiſe of ruſtic jollity, which being all of 
a ſudden interrupted, after a ſhort pauſe his ear 
was faluted with the voice of Pipes, who, at the 
ſolicitation of the company, began to entertain 
them with a ſong. | 
Hatchway inſtantly recognized the well-known 
ſound, in which indeed he could not poſſibly be 
miſtaken, as nothing in nature bore the leaſt re- 
ſemblance ro it ; he threw his pipe into the 
chimney, and ſnatching up one of his piſtols, 
ran immediately to the apartment from whence 
the voice iſſued; he no ſooner entered, than 
diſtinguiſhing his old ſhip-mate in a crowd of 
country peaſants, he in a moment ſprung upon 
him, and clapping his piſtol to his breaſt, ex- 
claimed, © Dama you, Pipes, you are a dead man, 
If you don't immediately produce young maſter.” 

This menacing application had a much greater 
effect upon the company than upon Tom, who 
looking at the lieutenant with great tranquillity, 
replied, “ Why fo I can, Maſter Hatchway.” 
„What! ſafe and ſound ?” cried the other. © As 
a roach,” anſwered Pipes, ſo much to the ſatis- 
faction of his friend Jack, that he ſhook him 
by the hand, and deſired him to proceed with 
his ſong. This being performed and the reckon- 
ing diſcharged, the two friends adjourned to 


_ other room, where the lieutenant was in- 
01. J. b 
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formed of tne manner in which the young gentle- 
man had made his elopement from college, as 
well as of the other particulars of his preſent ſitu— 
ation, as far as they had fallen within the ſphere 
of his compreheniion. 

While they fat thus conferring together, Pere- 
grine having taken leave of his miſtrets for the 
night, came home, and was not a little ſurpriſcq, 


great cordiality, and expreſſed his aſtoniſhment at 
meeting him in that place; but when he under- 
Nood the cauſe and intention of his arrival, he 
ſtarted with concern; and his viſage glowing with 
indignation, told him he was old enough to be 
judge of his own conduct, and when he ſhould 
fee it convenient, would return of himſelt; 
but thoſe who thought he was to be compelled 
to his duty, would find themſelves egrcgioully 
miſtaken. | | 


The lieutenant aſſured him, that for his oon 


part he had no intention to offer him the leaſt 
violence; but, at the fame time, he repreſented 


to him the danger of incenſing the commodore, 
who was already almoſt diſtracted on account of 
his abſences and in ſhort, conveyed his argu- | 


ments which were equally obvious and valid, in 


ſuch expieſhons of friendſhip and reipect, that 
Peregrine yielded to his remonſtrances, and pro- 


miſed to accompany him next day to Wincheſter. 
Hatchway, overjoyed at the ſucceſs of bis ne- 


gociation, went immediately to the hoſiler and 


beſpoke a poſt chaiſe for Mr. Pickle and his man, 
with whom he aſterwards indulged himſelf in 2 
double cann of rumbo, and when the night was 
pretty far advanced, left the lover to his repoſe, 


or rather to the thorns of his own meditation; 
for he ſlept not one moment, being 1nceſiant!y | 
tortured with the proſpect of parting from his di-) 
vine Emilia, who had now acquired the moſt ab- 
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ſolute empire over his ſoul. One minute he 
propoſed to depart carly in the morning, without 
{ceing this enchantreſs, in whoſe bewitching pre- 
ſence he durſt not truſt his own reſolution. Then 
the thoughts of leaving her in ſuch an abrupt and 
diſreſpectiul manner, interpoſed in favour of his 
love and honour. This war of ſentiments kept 
him all night upon the rack, and it was time to 
1iſe before hc had determined to viſit his charmer, 
and candidly impart the motives that induced 
him to leave her. | | 

He accordinyly repaired to her mother's houſe 
with a heavy heart, being attended to the gate 
by Hatchway, who did not chooſe to leave him 
alone; and being admitted found Emilia juſt ri- 
ſen, and, in his opinion, more beautiful than 
ever. 

Alarmed at his early viſit, and the gloom that 
overſpread his countenance, ſhe ſtood in fileat 


cxpectation of hearing ſome melancholy tidings; . 


and 1t was not till after a conſiderable paute, 
that he collected reſolution enough to teli her he 
was come to take his leave. Though ſhe ſtrove 
to conceal her ſorrow, nature was not to be4up» 
preſſed ; every feature of her countenance ſaddga- 
ed in a moment, and it was not without the ut- 
moſt difhculty that ſhe kept her lovely w"_ 
from overflowins. He ſaw the fituation of her 
thoughts, and in order to alleviate her concern, 
aſſured her he ſhould find means to fee her again 
in a very few weeks ; mean while he communica- 
ted his reaſons for departing, in which ſhe readi- 
ly-acquiſced ; and having mutually conſoled each 
other, their tranſports of grief ſubſided, and 

efore Mrs. Gauntlet came down ſtairs they were 
in a condition to behave with great decency and 
reſignation. 

This good lady expreſſed her concern when ſhe 


learned his reſolution, ſaying, ſhe hoped his oc- 


caſions and inclinations would perinit him to fa- 
aur them with his agrecable company another. 
time, 


A F 3 


FCS i ei cate - — 


124 THE ADVENTURES OP 


The lieutenant, who began to be uneaſy at 
Peregrine's ſtay, knocked at the door, and being 
introduced by his friend, had the honour of 
breakfaſting with the ladies; on which occaſion 
his heart received ſuch a rude ihock from the charms 
of Emilia, that he afterwards made a merit 
with his friend of having conſtrained himſelf ſo 


far, as to forbear commencing his profeſled 


rival. 

At length they bad adien to their kind enter- 
tainers, and in leſs than an hour ſetting out from 
the inn, arrived about two o'clock in Wincheſter, 
where Mr. Jolter was overwhelmed with joy at 
their appearance. | | 

The nature of this adventure. being unknown 
to all except thoſe who could be depended upon, 
every body who inquired about the cauſe of Pe- 
regrine's abſence, was told that he had heen with 
a relation in the country, and the maſter conde- 
ſcended to overlook his indiſcretion ; ſo taiat 
Hatchway ſeeing every thing ſettled to the ſatis- 
faction of his friend, returned to the garriſon, 
and gave the commodore an account of his ex- 
pedition. 

The old gentleman was very much ſtartled when 
hE heard there was a lady in the caſe, and very 
emphatically obſerved, that a man had better be 
ſucked into the gulph of Florida than once get 
into the indraught of a woman ; becauſe in one 
caſe, he may with good pilotage bring out his 
veſſel ſafe between the Bahama's and the Indian 
ſhore ;, but in the other there is no outlet at all, 
and it is in vain to ſtrive againſt the current; io 
that of courſe he muſt be embayed, and run 
chuck upon a lee-thote. He reſolved, therefore, 
to lay the ſtate of the caſe before Mr. Gamaliel 
Pickle, and concert ſuch meaſures with him as 
ſhould be thought likelieſt to detach his ſon from 
the purſuit of an idle amour, which could not 
fail of interfering in a dangerous manner with the 
plan of his education. 
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In the mean time, Perry's ideas were totally 
engroſſed by this amiable miſtreſs, who, whether 
he ſlept or waked, was ſtill preſent in his imagi- 
nation, which produced the following ſtanzas in 
her praiſe. 


T, 


Adieu, ye ſtreams that imoothly flow, 
Ye vernal airs that ſoſtly blow, 

Ye plains by blooming ſpring array'd, - 
Ye birds that warble thro' the ſhave, 


II. 


Unhurt from you my ſoul could fly, 
Nor drop one tear, nor heave one ſigh, 
But forced from Celia's charms to part, 
All joy deierts my diooping heart. 


III. 


O ! fairer than the roſy morn, 

When flowers the dewy fields adorn ; 
Unſullied as the genial ray, 

That warms the balmy breeze of May. 


IV. 


Thy charms divinely bright appear, 
And add new ſplenqor to the year ; 
Improve the day with freſh delight, 
And gild with joy the dreary night! 


This juvenile production was incloſed in a very 
tender billet to Emilia, and committed to the 
charge of Pipes, who was ordered to fet out for 
Mrs. Gauntlet's habitation with a preſent of ve- 
niſon, and a compliment to the ladies; and di- 
rected to take ſome opportunity of delivering the 
letter te miſe, without the knowledge of her 
mamma. N 
73 
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6 XIX. 


His meſſenger meets with a misfortune, to which he 
applies a very extraordinary expedient that is at- 
tended with ſtrange conſequences. 


| A S a ſtage coach paſſed within two miles of 
the village where ſhe lived, Tom bargaincd 
with the driver for a ſeat on the box, and accord- 
ingly departed on this meſſage, though he was 
but indifferently qualified for commiſſions of ſuch 
a nature: having received particular injunctions 
about the letter, he reſolved to make that the 
chief object of his care, and very fagacioufly con- 
veyed it between his ſtocking and the ſole of his 


foot, where he thought it would be perfectly ſe- 


cure from all injury and accident. Here it r2- 
mained until he arrived at the inn where he had 
formerly lodged, when after having refreſhed him- 
ſelf with a draught of beer, he pulled off his 
ſtocking, and found the poor billet ſullied with 
duſt, and torn in a thouſand tatters by the motion 
of his foot in walking the laſt two miles of his 


| Journey. Thunderſtruck at this phænomenon, he 


uttered a long and loud whew ! which was ſuc- 
ceeded by an cxclamation of Damn my old 


ſhoes la bite by G—!” then he reſted his clbows | 


on the table, and his forehead upon his two fiſts, 
and in that attitude deliberated with himſelf up- 
on the means of remedying this misfortune. 

As he was not diſtracted by a vaſt number of 
ideas, he ſoon concluded that his beſt expedient 
would be to employ the clerk of the parith, who 
he knew was a grcat ſcholar, to write another 
Epiſtle according to the directions he ſhould give 
him; and never dreaming that the mangled ori- 
ginal would in the leaſt facilitate this ſcheme, he 
very wiſely committed it to the flames, that it 
might never riſe up in judgment againſt him. 


to 
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Having taken this wife ſtep, he went in queſt 
of the ſcribe, to whom he communicated his 
buſineſs, and promiſed a full pot by way of grati- 
fication. The clerk, who was alſo ſchool-matter, 
proud of an opportunity to diſtinguiſh his talents, 
readily undertook the taſk ; and repa.ring with 
his employer to the inn, in leſs than a quarter of 
an hour produced a morſel of eloquence fo much 
to the ſatisfaction of Pipes, that he ſqueezed his 
hand by way of acknowledgment, and doubled 
his allowance of beer. This being diſcuſſed, our 
courier betook himſelf to the houſe of Mrs. Gaunt- 
let with the haunch of veniſon and this ſucceda= 
ncous letter, and delivered his meſſage to the 
mother, who received it with great reſpect, and 
many kind enquiries about the hcalth and weltare 
of his maſter, attempting to tip the meftenger 
a crown, which he abſolutely retuſed to accept, 
in conſequence of, Mr. Pickle's repeated caution. 
While the old gentlewoman turned to a ſervant 
in order to give directions about the diſpoſal of 
the preſent, Pipes looked upon this as a favour- 
able occaſion to tranſact his buſineſs with Emilia, 


and therefore ſhutting one eye, with a jirk of 
his thumb towards his left ſhoulder, and a moſt 


ſignificant twiſt of his countenance, he beckoned 
the young lady into another room, as if he had 
been fraught with ſomething of conſequence, 
which he wanted to impart. She underſtood the 
hint howſoever ſtrangely communicated, and by 
ſtepping to one ſide of the room, gave him an op- 
portunity of ſlipping the epiſtle into her hand, 
which he gently ſqueezed at the ſame time in 
token of regard: then throwing a ſide-glance at 
the mother, whoſe back was turned, clapped his 
finger on the fide of his noſe, thereby recom- 
mending ſecrecy and diſcretion. | 
Emilia conveying the letter into her boſom, 
could not help ſmiling at Tom's politeneſs and 
dexterity; but leſt her mamma ſhould detect him 
in the execution of his pantomime, ſhe broke off 
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this inter courſe by ſigns, by aſking uloud when he 
propoſed to fet out on his retuin to Wincheſter, 
When he anſwered, „ To-morrow morning.” 
Mrs. Gauntlet recommended him to the hoſpita- 
lity of her own footman, deſiring him to make 
much of Mr. Pipes below, where he was kept to 
ſupper, and very cordially entertained. Our 
young heroine, impatient to read her lover's billet, 
which made her heart throb with rapturous ex- 


pectation, retired to her chamber as ſoon as poſ- 


fible, with a view of peruſing the contents, which 
were theſe 3 fp 
ſ 


Divine empreſs of my ſoul ! 


F the refulgent fiames of your beauty had not 
1 evaporated the particles of my tranjported 
brain, and ſcorched my intellects into a cinder 
of ſtolidity, perhaps the reſplendency of my paſ- 


ton might ſhine illuſtrious through the ſable cur- 


tain of my ink, and in ſublimity tranſcend the 
galaxy itſelf, though waſted on the pinions of a 
grey gooſe quill ! But ah! celeſtial enchantreſs ! 
the necromancy of thy tyrannical charms hath 
fettered my faculties with adamantine chains, 


which unleſs thy compaſhon ſhall melt, I muſt 


etcrnally remain in the tartarian gulph of diſmal 
deſpair. Vouchſafe therefore, O thou brighteſt 


JIuminary of this terreſtrial ſphere! to warm as 


well as ſhine ; and let the genial rays of thy be- 
nevolence melt the icy emanations of thy diſdain, 
which hath frozen up the ſpirits of angelic pre- 
Heminence ! thy moſt egregious admirer and 
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Never was aſtoniſhment more perplexing thin 
that of Emilia, when ſhe read this curious com- | 


ſition, which ſhe repeated verbatim three times 
fore ſhe would credit the evidence of her own 


n „ 
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ſenſcs. She began to fear in good earneſt that 

love had produced a diſorder in her lover's under- 
{tanding; but after a thouſand conjectures by 

which ſhe attempted to account for this extraor-- 
dinary fuſtian of ſtile, ſhe concluded that it was 

the effect of mere levity, calculated to ridicule 

the paſſion he had formerly proſcfled. Irritated. 
by this ſuppoſition, ſhe reſolved to baulk his tri- 

umph with affected indifkcrence, and in the mean 

time endeavour to expel him from that place 
which he poſſeſſed within her heart. And indeed, 

ſuch a victory over her inclinations might have. 
been obtained without great diiticulty; for ſhe 

enjoyed an caſineſs of temper that could accom- 
modate itſelf to the emergencies of her fate, and. 
her vivacity, by amuſing her imagination, pre- 
ſerved her from the keener ſenſations of ſorrow. 
Thus determined and diſpoſed, ſhe did not ſend. 
any ſort of anſwer, or the leaſt token of remem- 
brance by Pipes, who was fuſfered to depart: _ 
with a general compliment from the mother, and 

arrived at Winckeſter the next day. 

Peregrine's eyes ſparkled when he ſaw his meſ- 
ſenger come in, and he ſtretched out his hand in 
full confidence of receiving ſome particular mark. 
of his Emilia's aſſection; but how was he con- 
founded, when he found his- hope to cruelly dif- 
appointed! in an inſtant his countenance fell. He 
ſtood for ſome time ſilent and abaſhed, then thrice 
repeated the interrogation of What! not one 
word from Emilia?“ And dubious of his courier's- 
diſcretion, enquired minutely into all the particu- 
lars of his reception. He aſked if he had ſcen the 
voung lady, if ſhe was in good health, if he had 
tound an opportunity of delivering his letter, and 
how.ſhe looked when he put it into her hand? 
Pipes anſwered, that he had never ſcen her in 
better health or higher ſpirits ;- that he had ma- 
naged matters ſo as not only to preſent. the billet: 
unperceived, but alſo to aſk her commands in- 
vrivats before lie took his leave, when the told 
Bs 
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him that the letter required no reply. This laſt 
circumſtance he conſidered as a manifeſt mark of 
diſreſpect, and gnawed his lips with reſentment. 
Upon further reflection, however, he ſuppoſed 
rhat ſhe could not conveniently write by the meſ- 
ſenger, and would undoubtedly favour him by 
the poſt. This confideration conſoled him for 
the prefent, and he waited impaticntly for the 
fruits of his hope; but after he had / Sa eight 
days elapfed without reaping the ſatisfaction with 
which he had flattered himſelf, his temper forſook 
Him, he raved againſt the whole ſex, and was 
ſeized with a fit of ſullen chagrin ; but his pride 
in a little time came to his aſſiſtance, and reſcued 
bim from the horrors' of the melancholy fiend. 
He reſolved to retort her own neglect upon his 
ungrateful miſtreſs, his countenance gradually 
reſumed its former ſerenity ; and though by this 
time he was pretty well cured of his foppery, he 
appeared again at public diverſions. with an air 
of gaiety and unconcern, that Emilia might have 
a chance of hearing how much, in all likelihood, 
he diſregarded her diſdain. 


There are never wanting certain officions per- 


ſons, who take pleaſure in promoting intelligence 
of this fort. His behaviour ſoon reached the 
ears of Miſs Gauntlet, and confirmed her in the 
opinion ſhe had conceived from his letter; ſo 
that ſhe fortified herſelf in her former fentiments, 
and bore his indifference with great philoſophy. 
Thus a correfpondence which had commenced 
with all the tendernefs and fincerity of love, and 
every promiſe of duration, was interrupted in its 
infancy by a miſunderſtanding occaſioned by .the 
Kmplicity of Pipes, who never once reflected 
upon the conſequences of his deceit. 

Though their mutual paſſion was by theſe means 
ſopprefled for the preſent, it was not altogether 
extinguiſhed, but glowed in ſecret, though even 
to themſelves unknown, until an occafion which 


afterwards offered, blew up the latent flame, and 


Ave reſumed his empire in their breaſts. 
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While they moved, as it were, without the 
ſphere of each other's attraction, the commodore 
fearing that Perry was in danger of involving 
himſelf ia ſome pernicious engagement, reſolved 
by advice of Mr. Jolter and his friend the pariſh 
prieſt, to recal him from the place where he had 
contracted ſuch imprudent connections, and ſend 
him to the univerſity, where his education might 
be compleated, and his fancy weaned from a! 
puerile amuſements. 

This plan had been propoſed to his own fa- 
ther, who, as hath already been obſerved, ſtood 
always neuter in every thing that concerned his 
eldeſt fon; and as for Mrs. Pickle, ſhe had ne- 
ver heard his name mentioned fince his depar- 
ture with any degree of temper or tranquillity, 
except when her hufband informed her that he 
was in a fair way of being ruined by this indi- 
creet amour. It was then ſhe began to applaud 
her own foreſight, which had difcerned the mark 
of reprobation in that vicious boy, and launched 
out in compariſon between him and Gammy, who, 
ſhe obſerved, was a child of uncommon parts and 
folidity, and, with the blefling of God, would 
be a comfort to his parents, and an ornament co 
the ſamily. | 

Should I affirm that this favourite whom ſhe 
commended fo much, was in every reſpect the 
reverſe of what ſhe deſcribed: that he was a bo 
of mean capacity, and though remarkably diſtort- 
ed in his body, much more crooked in his diſc 
pohition ! and that ſhe had perſuaded her huſbane, 
to eſpouſe her opinion, though it was contrary to 
common ſenſe, as well as to his own perception; 
I am afraid the reader will think 1 repreſent a 
monſter that never exiſted in nature, and be apt 
to condemn the fconomy of my invention ; ne— 
vertheleſs, theie is nothing more true than every 
circumſtance of whit I hive advanced; and F- 
with the picture, ſingular as it is, may not be 
Bought to relemble more than one original, 
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XX. 


Peregrine is ſummoned to attend his uncle, is more 
and more hated by his own mother; appeals to his 
father, wheſe condeſcenſion is defeared by the domi- 


nion of his wife. 


UT waving theſe refleRions, let us return to 


Peregrine, who received a ſummons to at- 


tend his uncle, and in a few days arrived with 
Mr. folter and Pipes at the garriſon, which he 
Hlled with joy and ſatis faction. The alteration, 
which, during his abſence, had happened in his 
Perſon, was very favourable in his appearance, 
which, from that of a comely boy, was converted 
into that of a moſt engaging youth. He was 
already taller than a middle ſized man, his ſhape 
aſcertained, his finews well kait, his mien great- 
iy improved, and his whole figure as elegant and 
graceful, as if it had been caſt in the ſame mould 
with the Apollo of Belvidere. 

Such en outſide could not fail of prepoſſoſſing 
people in his favour. The commodore, not- 
withſtanding the advantageous reports he had 
heard, found his expectation exceeded in the 
perſon of Peregrine, and ſignified his approba- 
tion in the moſt ſanguine terms. Mrs. Trunnion 
was ſtruck witli his genteel addreſs, and received 
Him with uncommon marks of complacency and 
affection ; he was careſſed by alt the people in 
the neighbourhood, who, while they admired his 
accompliſhments, could not help pitying his 
infatuated mother, for being deprived of that 
unutterable delight which any other parent 
would have enjoyed in the contemplation of ſuch 
-an amiable ſon. 3 

Divers efforts were made by ſome well-diſ- 
-poſed people, to conquer, if poſſible, this mon- 
Nrous prejudice ; but their cadeavours, iuftcad 
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of curing, ſerved only to enflame the diſtemper, 
and ſhe never could be prevailed upon to indulge 
him with the leaſt mark of materual regard. On 
the contrary, her original diſguſt degenerated 
into ſuch inveteracy of hatred, that ſhe left no 
ſtone unturacd to alienate the commodore's af- 
fection for this her innocent child, and even 
practiſed the moſt malicious defamation to ac- 
compliſh her purpoſe, Every day did the abuſe 
ber huſband's ear with ſome forged inſtance of 
Percprine's ingratitude to his uncle, well know- 
ing that it would reach the commodore's know- 
ledge at night. | | 

Accordingly Mr. Pickle uſed to tell him at the 
club, that his hopeful ſavourite had ridiculed him 
in ſuch a company, and aſperſed his ſpouſe upon 
another occaſion; and thus retailed the little ſcan» 
dalous iſſue of his own wife's invention. Luckily 
for Peregrine, the commodore paid no great re- 
gard to the authority of his informer, becauſe he 
knew from what canal his intelligence fiowed; 
beſides, the youth had a ſtaunch- friend in Mr. 
Hatchway, who never failed to vindicate him 
when he was thus unjuſtly accuſed, and always 
found argument enough to confute the aſſertions 
of his enemies. But, though Trunnion had been 
dubious of the youny gentleman's principles, 
and deaf to the remonſtrances of the licutenant, 
Perry was provided with a bulwark ſtrong 
enough to defend him from all ſuch aſſaults.“ 
This was no other than his aunt, whoſe regard 
for him was perceived to increaſe in the ſame pro- 
portion as his own mother's diminiſhed; and in- 
deed, the augmentation of the one was, in all 
probability, owing to the decreaſe of the other ; 
for the two ladies, with great civility, performed 
all the duties of good neighbourhood, and hated 
each other moſt pioully in their hearts. 

Mrs. Pickle having been diſobliged at the 
ſplendor of her ſiſter's new equipage, had ever 
fiance that time, in the courſe of her viſiting, 
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endeavoured to make people merry with fatirical 
jokes on the poor lady's infirmities ; and Mrs. 
Trunnion ſeized the very firſt opportunity of 
making repriſals, by inveighing againſt her un- 
natural behaviour to her own child! ſo that Pe- 
regrine, as on the one hand he was abhorred, ſo 
on the other was he careifed in conſequence of 
this contention ; and 1 firmly, believe that the 
moſt effectual method of deſtroying his intereſt at 
the garriſon, would have been the ſthew of coun- 
tenaucing him at his father's houſe : but, whether 
this conjecture be reaſonable or chimerical, cer- 
tain it is the experiment was never tried, and 
therefore Mr. Peregrine ran no riſque of being 
diſgraced. The commodore, who afiumed, and 
juſtly too, the whole merit of his education, was 
now as Proud of the youth's improvements, as 
if he had actually been his own offspring; and 
ſometimes his affection roſe to ſuch a pitch of 
enthuſiaſm, that he verily believed him to be the 
iſſue of his own loins. Notwithſtanding this 
favourable predicament in which our hero ſtood 
with his aunt and her huſband, he could not help 
feeling the injury he ſuffered from the caprice of 
his mother; and though the gaicty of his diſpo— 
fition hindered him from afflicting himſelf with 
reflections of any gloomy caſt, he did not fail to- 
foreſee that if any ſudden accident ſhould deprive 
him of the commodore, he would in all likeli— 
hood find himſelf in a very diſagreeable ſituation. 
Prompted by this conſideration, he one evening 
accompanied his uncle to the club, and was in- 
t roduced to his father, before that worthy gen- 
tleman had the leaſt inkling of his arrival. 

Mr. Gamaliel was never ſo diſconcerted as at 
this rencounter. His own diſpoſition would not 
faiter him to do any thing that might create the 
Jeaſt diſturbance, or intercupt his evening's en- 
joyment ; ſo ſtrongly was he imprefled with the 
terror of his wife, that he durſt not yield to the 
tranquillity of his temper : and, as I have __— 
obfrved, his inclination was peiſcctly neutpai, 
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Thus diſtracted between differcat motives, when 
Perry was preſented to him, he fat ſilent and ab- 
ſorpt, as if he did not or would not perceive the 
application ; and when he was urged to declare 
himſelf by the youth, who pathetically begged 
to know how he had incurred his diſpleaſure, he 
anſwered in a peeviſh ſtrain, © Why, good now, 
child, what would you have me to do? your 
mother can't abide you.” © If my mother is ſo 
unkind, I will not call it unnatural (ſaid Pere- 
grine, the tears of indignation ſtarting from his 
eyes), as to baniſh me from her preience and af- 
ſection, without the lealt cauſe aſſigned; I hope 
you will not be ſo unjuſt as to eſpouſe her barba- 
rous prejudice.” Before Mr. Pickle had time to 
reply to this expoſtulation, for which he was not 
at all prepared, the commodore interpoſed, and 
enforced his favourite's remonſtrance, by telling 
Mr. Gamalie] that he was aſhamed to ſee any 
man drive in ſuch a miſerable manner under his 
wife's petticoat. © As for my own part (ſaid he, 
rating his voice, and aſſuming a look of impor- 
tance and command) before I would ſuffer myſelf 
to be ſteered all weathers by any woman in ChriC- 
tendom, d'ye ſee, I'd raiſe ſuch a hurricane 
about her ears that''—Here he was interrupted 
by Mr. Hatchway, who thruſting his head to- 
wards the door, in the attitude of one that liſtens, 
cried © Ahey! there's your ſpouſe come to pay 
us a viſit.” Trunnion's features that inſtant 
adopted a new diſpoſition : fear and confulion 
took poſſeſhon of his countenance; his voice 
from a tone of vociferation ſunk into a whiſper 
of © Sure you muſt be miſtaken, Jack;” and in 
great perplexity he wiped off the ſweat which 

ad ſtarted on his forehead at this falſe alarm. 
The lieutenant having thus puniſhed him for the 
rhodomontade he had uttered, told him with an 
arch ſneer, that he was deceived by the ſound of 
the outward door creaking upon its hinges, which 
he miſtook for Mrs. Trunnion's voice, and de- 
aired him to proceed with his admonitious to 


— 
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Mr. Pickle. It is not to be denied that this arro— 
gance was a little unfeaſonable in the commo— 
dore, who was in all reſpects as eſfectually ſub. 
duced to the dominion of his wife, as the perſon 
whoſe ſubmiſſion he then ventured to condemn ; 
with this difference of difpolition: Trunnion's 


ſubjection was like that of a bear, chcquered 


with tits of ſurlineſs and rage; whereas Pickle 
bore the yoke like an ox, without repining. No 
wonder then that this indolence, this fluggiſh. 
neſs, this ſtagnation of temper, rendered Ga— 
maliel incapable of withſtanding the arguments 
and importunity of his friends, to which he ut 
length ſurrendered. He acquieſced in the ju!- 
tice of their obſervations, and taking his ſon by 
the hand, promiſed to favour him for the future 
with his love and fatherly protection. 

But this laudable reſolution did not laſt; Mrs. 
Pickle, ſtil] dubious of his conſtancy, and jealous 
of his communication with the commodore, nc- 
ver failed to interrogate him every night about 
the converſation that happened at the club; and 
regulate her exhortations according to the intelli- 
gence ſhe received. He was no fooner, therefore, 


tafely conveyed to bed (that academy in which 


all notable wives communicate their lectures), 
when her catechiſm began; and ſhe in a moment 
perceived ſomething reluctant and equivocal in 
her huſband's aniwers. Arouſed at this diſco- 
very, ſhe employed her influence and {kill with 
ſuch ſucceſs, that he diſcloſed every circumſtance 
of what had happened; and after having ful- 
tained a moſt ſevere rebuke for his ſimplicity and 
indiſcretion, humbled himſelf fo far as to promiſe 
that he would next day annul the condeſcenſions 


he had made, and for ever renounce the ungra- 


cious object of her diſguſt. This undertaking was 
punctually performed in à letter to the commo- 
dore which e herſelf dictated in theſe words. 


wy 
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Hercas my good-nature. being laft night im- 

poſed upon, I was perſuaded to counte— 

nance and promiſe I know not what to that vici- 

ous youth, whoſe parent I have the misfortune 

to be; I deſire you will take notice that I revoke 

all ſuch countenance and promiſes, and ſhall 

never look upon that man as my friend, who will 

henceforth in ſuch a cauſe folicit, 

| Sir, yours, &c. 

GAM. PICKLE, 


CHE A» 


Trunnion is enraged at the conduct of Pickle. 
Peregrine reſents the injuſtice of his mother, to 
whom he explains his ſentiments in a letter, Is 
entered at the Univerſity of Oxford, where he 
fignalizes himſelf as a youth of an enterprizing 


2 ClIAUSo 


Nſpeakable were the tranſports of rage to 

which Trunnion was incenſed by this ab- 
ſurd renunciation : he tore the letter with his 
gums (tecth he had none), ſpit with furious gri- 
macea, in token of the contempt he entertained 
for the author, whom he not only damned as a 
louſy, ſcabby, naſty, ſcurvy, ſculking, lubberly 
noodle, but reſolved to challenge to ſingle com- 
bat with fire and ſword; but he was diſſuaded 
from this violent meaſure, and appeaſed by the 
intervention and advice of the lieutenant and 
Mr. Jolter, who repreſented the mcſlage as tlie 
effect of the poor man's infirmity, for which he 
was rather an object of pity than of reſentment 3 
and turned the ſtream of his indignation againſt 
the wife, whom he revited accordingly. Nor 
did Peregrine himfelf bear with patience this 
Wuivus declaration, the nature of which he no 
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ſooner underſtood from Hatchway, than equally 
ſhocked and exaſperated, he retiie to his apart- 
ment, and in the firſt emotions of his ire, pro- 
duced the following epiſtle, which was immsdi— 
ately conveyed to his mother. 


MAD LM, 

AD nature formed me a bugbear to the fight, 
and inſpired me with a foul as vicious as 

my body was deteſtable, perhaps I might have 


applauſe: ſceing you have perſecuted me with 
ſuch unnatural averſion, for no other viſible rea- 
ſon than that of my differing fo widely in ſhape 
as well as diſpoſition, from that deformed urchin 
who is the object of your tenderneſs and care. 
If thoſe be the terms on which alone I can ob- 
tain your favour, | pray God you may never ceaſe 
to hate, | 
Madam, 5 
Your moſt injured ſon 
| PEREGRINE PICKLE, 


This letter, which nothing but his paſſion and 
inexperience could excuſe, had ſuch an effect upon 
his mother, as may beeaſily conceived. She was 
enraged to a degree of frenzy againſt the writer: 
though at the ſame time ſhe conſidered the whole 


ique, and repreſented it to her huſband as an 
inſult that he was bound in honour to reſent, by 
breaking off all correſpondence with the commo— 
dore and his family. This was a bitter pill to 
Gamaliel, who, through a long courſe of years, 
was ſo habituated to Trunnion's company, that 
he could as eaſily have parted with a limb, as 
have relinquiſhed the club all at once. He there- 
fore ventured to repreſent his own incapacity to 
follow her advicc, and begged that he might at 
leaſt be allowed to drop the connexion gradually; 
proteſting that he would do his endeavour to give 
her all manner of ſatisfadtiou. 


enjoyed particular marks of vour affection and 


as the production of Mrs. Trunnion's particular. 
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Mean while preparations were made for Pere- 
grine's departure to the univertity, and in a few 
weeks he ſer out in the ſeventeenth year of his 
agc, accompanicd by the ſame attendants who 
lived with him at Wincheſter. His uncle laid 
ſtrong injuctions upon him to avoid the company 
of immodeſt women, to mind his learning, to let 
him hear of his weltare as often as he could ſpare 
time to write, and ſettled his appointments at 
the rate of five hundred a year, including his 
governor's ſalary, which was one fifth part of 
the ſum. The. heart of our young gentleman 
dilated at the proſpect of the figure he ſhould 
make with ſuch an handſome annuity, the ma- 
nagement of which was left at his own diſere- 
tion: and he amuſed his imagination with the 
molt agreeable reveries during his journey to 
Oxford, which he performed in two days. Here 
being introduced to the head of the college, to 
whom he had been recommended, accommo— 


dated with gentecl apartments, entered as gen- 


tleman commoner in the books, and provided 
with a judicious tutor, inſtead of returning to 
the ſtudy of Greek and Latin, in which he 
thought himſelf already ſufficiently inſtructed ; 
he renewed his acquaintance with ſome of his 
old ſchool-fellows, whom he found in the ſame 
ſituation, and was by them initiated in all the 
faſhionable diverſions of the place. | 

t was not long before he made himſelf remark- 
able for his ſpirit and humour, which were fo 
acceptable to the bucks of the univerſity, that 
he was admitted as a member of their corpora=- 
tion, and in a very little time hecame the moſt 
conſpicuous perſonage of the whole fraternity: 
not that he valued himſelf upon his ability in 
ſmoaking the greateſt number of pipes, and 
drinking the largeſt quantity of ale; theſe were 
qualifications of too groſs a nature to captivate 
his refined ambition. He picqued himſelf on his 
talent for raillery, his genius and taſte, his per- 
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ſonal accompliſhments, and his ſucceſs at in- 
triguc: nor were his excurſions confined to the 
ſmall villages in the neighbourhood, which are 
commonly viſited once a week by the ſtudents 
for the ſake of carnal recreation. He kept his 
own horſes, traverſed the whole country in par- 
ties of pleaſure, attended all the caces within 
ſifty miles of Oxford, and made frequent jaunts 
to London, where he uſed to lic incognito dur- 
ing the beſt part of many a term. 

The rules of the univerſity were too ſevere 


to be obſerved by a youth of his vivacity; and 


therefore he became acquainted with the proctor 
by times, But all the checks he received were 


inſufficient to moderate his carcer; he frequented 


taverns and coffee-houſes, committed midnight 
frolics in the ſtreets, inſulted all the ſober and 
pacihe claſs of his fellow-ſtudents; the tutors 
themſelves were not ſacred from his ridicule ; he 
laughed at the magiſtrate, and neglected every 
particular of college diſcipline. 

In vain did they attempt to reſtrain his irre- 
gularities by the impoſition of tines; he was 
liberal to profuſion, and therefore paid without 
reluctance. Thrice did he ſcale the windows of 
a tradeſman, with whoſe daughter he had an af- 
fair of gallantry, as often was he obliged to ſeck 
his ſafety by a precipitate leap, and one n:ght 
would, in all probability, have fallen a fſacriiice 
to an ambuſcade that was laid by the father, had 
not his traſty ſquire Pipes interpoſed in his be- 
half, and manfully reſcued him from the clubs of 
his enemies. | 

In the midſt of theſe exceſſes, Mr. Jolter find- 
ing his admonitions neglected, and his influence 
utterly deſtroyed, attempted to wean his pupil 


from his extravagant courſes, by engaging his 


attention in ſome more laudable purſuit. With 
this view he introduced him into a club of po- 
liticians, who received him with great demon- 
ſtrations of regard, accommodated thenuclvss 
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more than he could have expected to his jovial 
diſpoſition, and while they revolved ſchemes for 
the reformation of the ſtate, drank with ſuch de- 
votion to the accompliſhment of their plans, 
that before parting the cares of their patriotiſm 
were quite overwhelmed, 

Peregrine, though he could not approve of their 
doctrine, refolved to attach himſelf for ſome time 
to their company; becauſe he perceived ample 
ſubject for his ridicule, in the characters of theſe 
wrong-headed enthuſiaſts. It was a conſtant prac- 
tice with them, in their midnight confiſtories, to 
ſwallow ſuch plentitu] draughts of inſpiration, 
that their myſteries commonly ended hke thoſe of 
the Bacchanalian Orgia; and they were ſeldom 
capable of maintaining that ſolemnity of decorum 
which by the nature of their functions moſt of 
them were obliged to profeſs. Now as Peregrine's 
fatirical diſpotition was never more gratified than 
when he had an opportunity of expoſing grave 
characters in ridiculous attitudes, he laid a miſ- 
chievous ſnare for his new confederates, which 
took effect in this manner. In one of their noc- 
turnal deliberations, he promoted ſuch 2 ſpirit of 
good fellowſhip, by the agreeable ſallies of his 
wit, which were purpolſcly levelled againſt their 
political adverſaries, that by ten o'clock they 
were all ready to join in the moſt extra- 
vagant propoſal that could be made. They 
broke their glaſſes in conſequence of his ſug- 
geſtion, drank healths out of their ſhoes, 
caps, and the bottoms of the candleſiicks that 
ſtood before them, ſometimes ſtandiag with one 
foot on a chair, and the knee bent on the edge 
of the table; and when they could no longer 
ſtand in that poſture, ſetting their bare poſteriors 
on the cold floor, They huzza'd, hallooed, 
danced and ſung, and in ſhort were elevated to 
tuch a pitch of intozication, that when Pere- 
grine propoſed that they ſhould burn their perri- 
wigs, the hint was immediately approved, and 
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they exccuted the frolick as one man. Their 
ſhoes and caps underwent the ſame fate by the 
ſame iuſtigation, and in this trim he led them 
forth into the ſtreet, where they reſolved to com- 
pel every body they ſhould find to ſubſcribe to 
their political creed, and pronounce the Shibo- 
leth of their party. In the atchievement of this 
enterprize, they met with more oppoſition than 
they expected ; they were encountered with at- 
guments which they could not well withſtand ; 
the noſes of ſome, and eyes of orhers, in a very 
little time bore the marks of obſtinate diſputa— 
tion. Their conductor having at length engaged 
the whole body in a fray with another ſquadron 
which was pretty much in the ſame condition, 
he very fairly gave them the ſlip, and flily re- 
treated to his apartment, foreſeeing that his com- 
panions would ſoon be favoured with the notice 
of their ſuperiors. Nor was he deceived in his 
prognoſtic ; the proctor going his round, chanced 
to fall in with this tumultuous uproar, and inter- 
poſing his authority, found means to quiet the 
diſturbance. He took cognizance of their names, 
and diſmiſſed the rioters to their reſpective cham- 
bers, not a littic ſeandalized at the bchaviour of 
ſome among them, whole buſineſs and duty it was 
to {et far ether examples to the youth under their 
care and direction. 

About midnight, Pipes, who had orders to at- 
tend at a diſtance, and keep an eye upon Jolter, 


brought home that unfortunate governor upon 


his back (Peregrine having beforehand fecured 
his admittance into thecollege), and among other 
bruiſes he was found to have received a couple 
of contuſions on his face, which next morning 
appeared in a black circle that ſurrounded each 
eye. "This was a mortifying eircumſtance to a 
man of his character and deportment, eſpecially 
a» he had received a meſiage from the proctor, 
who deſired to ice him forthwith, With great 
humility and contrition he begged the advice of 
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his pupil, who being uſed to amuſe himſelf with 
painting, aſſured Mr. Jolter, that he would co— 
ver thote ſigns of difgrace with a ſlight coat of 
fleſh colour, ſo dextrouſly, that it would be al- 
moſt impoilible to diftinguſh the artificial from 
the natural ſkin. The rucful governor, rather 
than expoſe ſuch opprobricus tokens to the ob- 
ſervation and ceuſurc of the magiſtrate, ſubmit- 
ted to the expedient. Although his counſellor 
had over-rated his own ſkill, he was pertuaded to 
conſide in the diſguiſe, and actually attended rhe 
proctor, with ſuch a ſtaring addition to the na— 
tural ghaſtlinefs of his ſeatures, that his viſage 
bore u very apt reſemblance to ſome of thoſe fe- 
rocious countenances that hang over rhe doors of 
certain taverns and alchouics, under the deno- 
mination of the Saracen's head. 

Such a remarkable alteration of phyſognomy 
could not eſcape the notice of the moſt undiſ- 
cerning beholder, much leis the penetrating eye 
of his ſevere judge, already whetted with what 
he had ſcen over- night. He was therefore up— 
braided with this ridiculous and ſhallow artitice, 
and together with the companiuns of his de- 
bauch, underwent ſuch a cutting reprimiund for 
the ſcandalous irregularity of his conduct, that 
all of them remained creſt-fallen, and were 
aſhamed, for many weeks, to appcar in the pub- 
lie execution of their duty. 

Petcgrine was too vain of his fineſſe, to con- 
ccal the part he acted ju this comedy, with the 
particulars of which he rcgaled his companions, 
and thereby intailed upon himſelf the hate and 
rclentment of the community, whoſe maxims 
and practices he bad diicloicd; for he was con- 
ſidered as a ſpy, who hid intruded himſelf into 
ther ſociety, with a view of betraying it; or, at 
beſt, as an apoſtate and renegado from the faith 
and principles which he had profeſſed. 
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5 XXII. 


He is inſulted by his tutor, whom he lum poons; 
makes a conſiderable progreſs in polite literature; 
and in an excurſion to Windſor meets with Emilia 


by accident, and is very coldly received, 


MONG thoſe who ſuffered by his craft 

and infidelity was Mr, Jumble, his own 7 
tutor, who could not at all digeſt the mortify- 
ing alfront he had received, and was reſolved to 
be revenged on the inſulting author. With this 


* — 
— 8 


view he watched the conduct of Mr. Pickle with 


the utmoſt rancour of vigilance, and let flip no 


opportunity of treating him with diſreſpect, 


which he knew the diſpoittion of his pupil could 
leſs brook than any other ſeverity it was in his 


power to exerciſe. 

Peregrine had been ſeveral mornings abſent 
from chapel; and as Mi. Jumble never failed to 
queſtion him in a very peremptory ſtile about 
his non attendance, he invented ſome very plau- 
ible excuſes; but, at length his ingenuity was 
exhauſted ; he received a very galling rebuke for 
his profligacy of morals, and that he might feel 
it the more ſenſibly, was ordered, by way of 
exerciſe, to compoſe a paraphraſe in Engliſh verſe, 
upon theſe two lines in Virgil : | 


| Vane ligur, fruſtraque ani mis elate ſuperbis, 
Necquicquam, patrias, tentaſli lubricus, artes. 


The impoſition of this invidious theme had all 
the defired effect upon Peregrine, who not onl 
conſidered it as a piece of unmannerly abule 
levelled againſt his own conduct, but alſo as 
retroſpective inſult on the memory of his grand- 
father, who (as he had been informed) was in 
his life-time more noted for his cunning than 
candour in trade, | | 
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Exaſperated at this wſtance of the pedant's 
audacity, he had well-nigh (in his firſt trauſ- 
ports) taken corporal ſatisfaction on the ſpot; 

but foreſecing the troubleſome conſequences that 
is; would attend ſuch a flagrant outrage againſt the 
„e; las of the univerſity, he checked his indigna- 
lia tion, and refolved to revenge the injury in a 

more cool and contemptuous manner. Thus 

2 determined, he ſet on foot an inquiry into the 
„aft particulars of Jumble's parentage and education. 


wn He learnt that the father of this infolent tutor 
ify. was a bricklayer, that his mother fold pies, 
Ito and thar the fon, at different periods of his 
this ee had amuſed himſelf in both occupations, 
vith ; before he converted his views to the ſtudy of 
no learning. Fraught with this intelligence, he com- 


ect, : poſed the following ballad in doggerel rhymes, 


uld 3 and next day preſented it as a gloſs upon the. 
his text which the tutor had choſen. 
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ſent I. | 
4 to Come, liſten ye ſtudents of ev'ry degree, Y 
bout I ſing of a wit and a tutor perdie, | 


lau- & A ſtateſman profound, a critick immenſe, - 
was | In ſhort, a meer jumble of learning and {ſenſe 


e for | And yet of his talents, though laudably vain, : 
feel His own family arts he could never attain. 3 
y of | 

rerle, TI: 3 


His father intending his fortune to build,“ 

In his youth would have. taught him the trowel 
to wicld, ; 

. But the mortar of diſcipline never would ſtick; 

For his ſkull was ſecured by a facing of brick, 

ad all] And with all his endeavours of patience and pain, 

only! The ſkitl-of his fire he could-never- attain. 

abuſe | | 

a8 1 Ds JE” 

rand: His mother an houſewife neat, artful, and wiſe, , 

vas in Renown'd for her delicate biſcuit and pyes, 

than Scon alter'd his ſtudies, by flatt'ring his taſte, 


Fiom the raiſing of walls to the rearing of * 
Tk g F © paſte? 
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But all her inſtructions were fruitleſs and vain, 
The pye making myſt'ry he ne'er could attain, 


IV. 
Yet true to his race, in his labours were ſecn 
A jumble of both their profeſhons, I ween ; 
For, when his own genius he ventur'd to truſt, 


His pyes ſeem'd of brick, and his houſes of eruſt., 


Then, good Mr. Tutor, pray be not ſo vain, 
Since your family arts you could ncver attain, 


1 
8 


This impudent production was the moſt ef.“ 
fectual vengeance he could have taken on his“ 
tutor, who had all the ſupercilious arrogance cal 


SE add 


ridiculous pride of a low-born pedant. Inſtca}' 
of overlooking this petulant piece of ſatire with 
zhat temper and decency of diſdain that became! 
a perſon of his gravity and ſtation, he no ſooncr!! 
caſt his eye over the performance, than the blood | 


ruſhed into his countenance, which immediatcly | 
after exhibited a ghaſtly pale colour. With a! 


15 


quivering lip he told his pupil, that he was an || 


1mpertinent jackanapes, and he would take che 
that he ſhould be expelled from the univerſity, “ 


for having preſumed to write and deliver ſuch a! 


licentious and ſcurrilous libel. Peregrine an-“ 
1wered with great reſolution, chat when the pro- 
vocation he had received, ſhould be known, he 


was perſuaded that he ſhould be acquitted by 
the opinion of all impartial people; and that he 
was ready to ſubmit the whole to the deciſion 0! 
the maſter. | | 

This arbitration he propoſed becauſe he knew 
the maſter and Jumble were at variance; and {org 
that reaſon the tutor durſt not venture to put the} 
cauſe on ſuch an iſſue. Nay, when this refe. 
rence was mentioned, Jumble, who was natu— 
rally jealous, ſuſpected that Peregrine had a pro- 
miſe of protection before he undertook to com- 
mit ſuch an outrageous inſult ; and this notions 
nad ſuch an eſfect upon him, that he reſolved to! 
devour his vezation, and wait for a more prop, 
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opportunity of gratifying his hate, Mean while 
copics of the ballad were diſtributed among the 


ſtudents, who ſung it under the very note of 


Mr. Jumble, to the tune of A cobler there was, 
Cc. and the triumph of our hero was compleat. 
Neither was his whole time devoted to the riot- 
ous extravagancies of youth. He enjoyed many 
lucid intervals, during which he contracted: a 
more intimate acquaintance with the clailicks, 
applied himſelf to the reading of hiſtory, im- 
proved his taſte for painting and muſic, in which 
he made ſome progreſs ; and above all things, 
cultivated the ſtudy of natural philoſophy. lt 
was generally aſter a courſe of cloſe attention to 
ſome of theſe arts and ſciences, that his diſpoſi- 
tion broke out into thoſe uregularities and wild 
ſallies of a luxuriant imagination, for which he 
became ſo remarkable; and he was perhaps the 
only young man in Oxford, who at the ſame 
time maincained an intimate and friendly inter- 
courſe with the moſt unthinking, as well as with 
the moſt ſedate ſtudents at the univerſity. 

It is not to be ſuppoſed that a young man of 
Peregrine's vanity, inexperience, and profufion, 
could ſuit his expence to his allowance, liberal 
as it was; for he was not one of thoſe fortunate 
people who are born economiſts, and knew not 
the art of withholding his purſe when he ſaw his 
companion in difficulty. 'Thus naturally generous 
and expenſive, he ſquandered away his money, 
and made a moſt ſplendid appearance upon the 
receipt of his quarterly appointment ; but long 
before the third month was elapſed, his finances 
were conſumed, and as he could not ſtoop to aſk 
an extraordinary ſupply, was too proud to borrow, 
and too haughty to run in debt with tradeſmen, 
he devoted thoſe periods of poverty to the proſe- 
cution of his ſtudies, and thone forth again at 
the revolution of quartci-day. 


In one of theſe irruptions he and ſome of his 


companions went to Windſor, in order to ſee 
the royal apartments in the caſtle, whither they 
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repaired in the afternoon; and as Peregrine 
ſtood contemplating the picture of Hereules ard 
Omphale, one of his ſellow-ſtudents whilperd 


in lis ear, „ Z — ds! Pickle, there arc two fine 8 


49 


girls.“ He turned inſtantly about, and in c 
of them recognized his almoſt forgotten H! 
her appearance acted upon his imagiratio: 


a ſpark of fire that falls among gunpy wder 4 1 -j 


pathon which had lain dormant for the ſpace 
two years flaſhed up in a moment, auc 
ſeized with an univerſal trepidation, | Sho 2: 
ceived and partook of his emotion; for «': 
ſouls, like uniſons, vibrated with the fan 
pulſe. However the called her pride and 180 
ment to her aid, and found refolution cnovs! 
retire from ſuch a dangerous ſcene. Alarme t: 
her retieat, he recollected all his aſſurance, 4 
impelled by love which he could no longer 1 | 
followed her into the next room, where nme, 
moſt diſconcerted manner he accoſtcd her Wah 
% Your humble ſervant, Miſs Gauntlet;“ 0 
which ſalutation ſhe replied with an afſectativn | 
of indiſſerence that did not, however, conc il 
her agitation, “ Your ſervant, Sir ;” and inne-?“ 
diately extending her finger towards the picture 
of Duns Scotus, which is fixed over one of 3 
doors, aſked her companion in a gigling tone, i ; 
Nie did not think he looked like a conjurer. be- 
rezrine, nettled into ſpirits by this reception,“ 
anſwered for the other lady, * that it was an c F'4 
matter to be a conjurer in thoſe times, when the 
ſimplicity of the age aſſiſted his divination ; hut, 
were he, or Merlin bimſ: If, to rife from the de * 
now, when ſuch deceit and Anmulatie n prevails 
they would not be able to earn their bread by the 
proteifion.” „O0! Sir, ſaid ſhe. (turniog | 11 


upon him) without doubt they would adopt aw 

maxims; *tis no diſparagement in this enlig ten- 
ed age for one to alter one's opinion.“ Ka | 
ſure, Madam, replicd the youth with ſome pre- ? 
cipitation, provided the change be for thu bt. 


ter: And ſhould it happen otherwiſe, rei: tc { 
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the nymph with a flirt of her fan, inconſtancy 


2 will never want countenance from the practice of 
mankind.“ © True, Madam, reſumed our hero, 


ſixing his eyes upon her; example. of levity are 
every where to be met with.“ „O Lord, Sir, 
cried Emilia, toſſing her head, you'll ſcarce ever 
find a fop without it.“ By this time his compa- 
nion ſecing him engaged with one of the ladies, 
entered into converſation with the other; and in 
order to favour his friend's gallantry, conducted 
her into the next apartment, on pretence ol en- 
tertaining het with the fight of a remarkable 
piece of painting. : 

Peregrine laying hold on this opportunity of 
being alone with the object of his love, aſſumed 
a moſt ſeducing tenderneſs of look, and heaving 
a profound ſigh, aſked if ſhe had utterly diſcarded 
him from her remembrance. Reddening at this 
pathetic queſtion, which recalled the memory of 
the imagined flight he had put upon her, ſhe an- 
ſwered in great confuſion, “ Sir, I believe I once 
had the pleaſure of ſeeing you at a ball in Win- 
cheſter,” © Mifs Emilia, ſaid he, very gravely, 
will you be ſo candid as to tell me what miſbeha- 
viour of mine you are pleaſed to panith, by re- 
ſtricting your remembrance to that ſingle occa- 
ſion?'“ © Mr. Pickle, ſhe replied in the ſame 
tone, it is neither my province nor inclination to 
judge your conduct; and therefore you miſapply 
your queſtion when you aſk ſuch an explanation 
of me.” © At leaſt, reſumed our lover, give me 
the melancholy ſatisfaction to know for what 
offence of minc you refuſed to take the leaſt no- 
tice of that letter which 1 had the hononr to write 
from Winchctter by your own expreſs permit- 
fon.” © Your letter, ſaid Miſs with great viva- 
city, neither required, nor, in my opinion, de- 
ſerved an anſwer; and to be free with you, Mr. 
Pickle, it was but a ſhallow artifice to rid your- 
ſelf of a correſpondence you had deigned to ſoli- 
cit.” Peregrine, confounded at this repartce, re- 
pied that howtſoever he might have failed in point 
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of clegance or diſcretion, he was ſure he had not 
been deficient in expreſſions of reſpect and devo— 
tion for thoſe charms which it was his pride to 
adore : “ As for the verſes, ſaid he, I own they 
were unworthy of the theme, but 1 flattered my- 
felf that they would have merited your accep- 
tance, though not your approbation, and been 
_ conlidered not ſo much as the proof of my geni— 
us, as the genuine eifuſfion of my love.” © Verſes! 
cried Emilia with an air of aſtoniſhment, what 
verſes ? I really don't underſtand you.” The 
young gentleman was thunderſtrack at this ex- 
clamation, to which, after a long pauſe, he an— 
ſwered, I begin to ſuſpect, and heartily with 
it may appear that we have miſunderſtood each 
other from the beginning. Pray, Miſs Gauntlet, 
did not you find a copy of verſes incloſed in that 
unfortunate letter?“ “ Truly, Sir (ſaid the lady), 


Jam not ſo much of a connotiiſecur-as to diſ- 


tingutſh whether that facetious production which 
you merrily ſtle an unfortunate letter was com- 
poſed in verſe or proſe ; but, methinks, the jeſt 
is a little too ſtale to be brought upon the carpet 
again.” So ſaying, ſhe tripped away to her 
companion, and left her lover in a moſt tumultu— 
ous ſuſpence. He now perceived that her neglect 
of his addreſſes when he was at Wincheſter, 


mult have been owing to ſome myſtery which hg. 


could not comprehend : and the began to ſuipect 
and to hope that the letter which ſhe received 
was ſpurious, though the could not conceive how 
that could poſſibly happen, as it had been dcii- 
vered to her by the hands of his own ſervant. 


However, the reſolved to leave the taſk of un- 


raveliing the affair to him, who, the knew, 
would infallibly exert himſelf for his own as 
well as her ſatisfaction. She was not deceived in 
her opinion; he went up to her again at the 
ſtair-caſe, and as they were unprovided with a 
male attendant, inſiſted upon iquiring the ladics 


to their lodgings. Emilia ſaw his driſt, which 


war no other than to know where ſhe lived; and 
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though ſhe approved of his contrivance, thought 


it was incumbent upon her for the ſupport of 


her own dignity to decline the civility : the there- 
fore thanked him for his polite offer, but would 
by no means conſent to his giving himſelf ſuch 
unneceflary trouble, eſpecially as they had a very 
little way to walk, He was not repulſed by this 
refuſal, the nature of which he perfectly under- 
ſtood ; nor was ſhe ſorry to ſee him perievere in 
his determination; he therefore accompanied 
them in their return, and made divers efforts to 


ſpeak with Emilia in particular: but ſhe had a 


ſpice of the coquette in her diſpoſition, and be- 
ing determined to whet his impatience, artfully 
bailed all his endeavours, by keeping her com- 
panion continually engaged in the converſation, 


which turned upon the venerable appearance 


and imperial ſituation of the place. Thus tan- 
talized, he lounged with them to the door of the 
houſe in which they lodged, when his miſtreſs 


perceiving by the countenance of her comrade, 
that the was on the point of defiring him to 


walk in, checked her intention with a frown, 


then turning to Mr. Pickle, dropped him a very 


formal curt'ſey, ſeized the other young lady by 
the arm, and ſaying, © Come, couſin Sophy, 
vaniſhed in a moment: 


. XXIII. 


After ſundiy unſucceſsful efforts, he ſinds means ts 
come to an explanation with his miſtreſs; and & 
reconciliution enſues. 


Eregrine, diſconcerted at their ſudden diſ- 

A appearance, ſtood for ſome minutes gaping 

11 the ſtreet, before he could get the better of 

his ſurprize; and then deliberated with himicif 

whether he ſhouid demand immediate admit- 

tance to his miſtreſs, or chooſe ſome other me- 
| 7 84 
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thod of application. Piqued at her abrupt be- 


haviour, though pleaſed with her ſpirit, he ſet 
his invention to work, in order to contrive ſome 
means ot ſeeing her; and in a fit of muſing ar- 
rived at the inn, where he found his companions 
whom he had left at the caſtle-gate. They had 
already made inquiry about the ladies, in conſe- 
quence of which he learnt that Miſs Sophy was 
daughter of a gentleman in town to whom his 
miſtreſs was related; that an intimate friendſhip 
ſubſiſted between the two young ladies; that 
Emilia had lived about a month with ber couſin, 


and appeared at the laſt aſſembly, where ſhe 


was univerfally admired ; and that ſcveral young 
gentlemen or fortune had ſince that time teized 
her with addreſſes. | 

Our hero's ambition was flattered, and his 
paſſion infla med with this intelligence; and he 
iwore within himſelf that he would not quit 
the ſpot until he ſhould have obtained an indiſ- 

uted victory over all his rivals. 

That ſame evening he compoſed a moſt clo- 
quent epiſtle, in which he carneſtly intrcated 
that ſhe would favour him with an oppcrtunity 
of vindicating his conduct; but ſhe would pci— 
ther receive his billet nor ſce his meſſenger. 
Baulked in this etfort, he incloſed it in a new 
cover directed by another hand, and ordercd 


Pipes to ride next morning to London, on pur- 


poſe to deliver it at the poſt-office ; that coming 
by ſuch conveyance, ſhe might have no ſuſpi- 
cion of the author, and open it before ſhe ſhuuld 
be aware of the deceit. 

Three days he waited patiently for the effect 
of this ſtratagem, and in the afternoon of the 
fourth, ventured to hazard a formal viſit, in 
quality of an old acquaintance. But here too 
he failed in his attempt ; ſhe was indiſpoſed and 
could not ſee company. Theſe obſtacles ſerved 
only to increaſe his eagerneſs ; he ſtill adhered 
to his former reſolution; and his companions 
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underſtanding his determination, left him next 
day to his own inventions. Thus relinquiſhed 
to his own ideas, he doubled his aſſiduity, and 
practiſed every method his imagination could 
ſuggeſt, in order to promote his plan. : 

Pipes was ſtationed all d.y long within ſight 
of her door, that he might be able to give his 
maſter an account of her motions ; but ſhe ne- 
ver went abroad except to viſit in the neighbour- 
hood, and was always houſed before Peregrine 


could be appriſed of her appearance. He went 


to church with a view of attracting her notice, 
and humbled his deportment before her; but ſhe 
was ſo miſchievouſly devout as to look at nothing 
but her book, 10 that he was not favoured with 
one glance of regard. He frequented the coffee 
houſe, and attempted to contract an acquaint- 
ance with Miſs Sophy's father, who, he hoped, 
would invite him to his houſe; but this ex- 
pectation was alſo defeated: That prudent 
gentleman looked upon him as one of thoſe for- 
ward fortune-hunters who go about the country 
ſecking whom they may devour, and warily dit- 
couraged all his advances, Chagrined by ſo many 
unſucceſsful endeavours, he began to deſpair of 
accompliſhing his aim, and as the laſt ſuggeſtion 
of his art, paid off his lodging, took horſe at 
noon, and departed, in all appcarance, for the 
place from whence he had come. He rode, how- 
ever, but a few miles, and 1n the duſk of the 
evening returned unſeen, alighted at another 
inn, ordered Pipes to ſtay within doors, and 
keeping himſelf incognito, employed another 
perion as a centinel upon Emilia. 

It was not long before he reaped the fruits of 
his ingenuity. Next day in the afternoon he was 
informed by his ſpy that the two young ladies 
were gone to walk in the park, whither he fol- 
lowed them on the inſtant fully determined to 
come to an explanation with his miſtreſs, even 
in preſence of her friend, who might poſſibly be 
prevailed upon to intereſt herfclf in his behalf, 

| G5 


with ſuch barbarous indifference ? Stay, dear 
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When he ſaw them at ſuch a diſtance that they vi 


could not return to town before he ſhould have Fn 


an opportunity of putting his reſolution in prac- 
tice, he mended his pace, and found means to 


appear before them ſo ſuddenly, that Emilia could 
not help expreſſing her ſurprize in a ſcream. Our 
lover putting on a mien of humility and mortiti. | 7 


cation, begged to know if her reſentment was 
implacable ; and afxed why ſhe had 1o cruelly [* 
refuſed to grant him the common privilege thit 
every criminal enjoyed. Dear Miſs Sophy, 
ſaid he, addreffing himſelf to her companion, 
give me leave to implore your interceſiion with 
your coutin ; I am fure you have humanity enough 
to eſpouſe my cauſe, did you but know the juſtice [7 
of it; and I flatter myſelf that by your kind in- 
terpoſition, I may be able to. rectify that fatal | 
miſunderſtanding which hath made me wretched.” ' 
„ Sir, faid Sophy, you appear like a gentleman, 


a 
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and ] doubt not but your behaviour has been al- 2 


excuſe me from undertaking any ſuch office in be- 
half of a perſon whom I have not the honour to |? 
know,” © Madam, auſwered Peregrine, I hope 14 
Mis Emy will juſtify my pretenſions to that cha- 1 
racter, notwithſtanding the myſtery of her di- 
pleaſure, which upon my honor cannot. explain.“ 
** Lord ! Mr. Pickle, ſaid Emilia, (who had by 
this time recollected heriſclf) I never queltion- 
ed your gallantry and taſte, but TI am reſolved that 
you ſhall never have cauſe to exerciſe your talents 
at my expence ; ſo that you teize yourſelf and me 
to no purpoſe : come Sophy let us walk home | 
again.” Good God! madam, (cried the lover 4 
with great emotion) why will you diſtract me“ 


ways ſuitable to your appearance; but you mult | 
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Emilia! I conjure you on my knces to ſtay and 
Hear me: by all that is ſacred! I was not to“ 
blame: you muſt have been impoſed upon by 
ſome villain who envied my good fortune, and % 
zook ſyme treacherous method to rum m7 
love.“ 4 


6 


they 
have 
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ould | 8 
Our : : DD 
rtiti. | 17 faſt, Emily, | begin to PETCELVEC that this is a 
love quarrel, and therefore there may he hopes of 
Ja icconciliation 3 for I ſuppoſe both partics are 
open to conviction.” For my own part {cried 
7 Peregrine in great eagerneſs), I appeal to Miſs 
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Ztcd the caule of her reſerve, ſceing the young 
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Miſs Sophy, who poſſeſſed a large ſtock of good 


nature, and to whom her couſin had communica— 


gentleman fo much afſecte with that diſdain 
7 which ſhe knew to be feigned, laid hold on 


Emilia's ſleeve, faying with a ſmile, «© Not quite 


7 Sophy's deciſion. But why do I ſay appeal ? tho” 


THIN | 


cha- 
dit 
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* I am conſcious of having committed no offence, 
lam ready to ſubmit to any penance, let it be 
never fo rigorous, that my fair enflaver herſelf ſhall 
2 impoſe, provided it will entitle me to her favour 
and forgiveneſs at laſt” Emily, well nigh over- 
come by this declaration, told him that as ſhe 


taxed him with no guilt, ſhe expected no atone- 
ment; and preſted her companion to return into 
town. but Sophy, who was ico indulgent to her 


friend's real inclinatioa to comply with her res» 


queſt, obſerved that the gent/cman ſeemed io rea- 
ſonable in his conceſhons, ſhe began to think her 
couſin was in the wrong, and felt herſelf diſpoſed 
to act as umpire in the diſpute. 

Overjoyed at this condeſcenſion, Mr. Pickle 


3 thanked her in the moſt rapturous terms, and in 


on-. the tranſport of his expectation, kiſſed the hand 


of his kind mediatrix; a circumſtince which had 


* a remarkable eſfect on the countenance of Emilia, 


who did not ſeem to reliſh the warmth of his ac- 
knowledgment. 

After many ſupplicat.ons on one hand, and 
preſſing remonſtrances on the other, the yielded 


gat length, and turning to ber lover, while ber 


face was overſpread with bluſhes, “ Well, Sir, 
(ſaid the) ſuppoling I were to put the difference 


on that iſſue, how could you excuſe the ridiculous 


letter which you ſent to me from Wincheſter *'* 


This expoſtulation introduced a diſcuſſion of the 
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whole affair, in which all the circumſtances were 
canvaſſed ; and Emilia ſtill affirmed with orcat 
heat, that the letter muſt have been calculated to 
aſſront her; for ſhe could not ſuppoſe that the 
author was ſo weak as to deſign it for any other 
purpoſe. | 

Peregrine, who ſtill retained in his memory the 


ſubſtance of this unlucky epiſile, as well as the 


verſes which were incloſed, could recollect no 
particular exp! «hon which could have juſtly given 
the leaſt umbtage; and therefore in the agonies 
of perplexity, begged that the whole might be 
ſubmitted to the judgment of NIifs Sophy; and 
faithfully promiſed to ſtand to her award. 

In fhort, this propoſal was with ſeeming 
reluctance embraced by Emilia, and an ap- 
pointment made to mect next day in the ſame 
place, whither both parties were delired to 
come provided with their credentials, accoid— 
ing to which definitive ſentence would be p:io- 
nounced. 

Our lover having ſucceeded thus far, over- 
wheimed Sophy with acknowledoments on gc. 
count of her generous mediation, and in the 
courſe of their walk, which Emilia was now 
in no hurry to conclude, whiſpered a great ma- 
ny tender proteſtations in the car of his m1{- 
trels, who, nevertheleſs continucd to act upon 
the reſerve, until her doubts ſhould be more 
fully reſolved. 

Mr. Pickle having found means to amuſe them 
ia the fields till the twilight, was obliged to wiſh 
them good even, after having obtained a ſulemn 
repetition of their promiſe to meet him at the 
appointed time and place; and then retreated to 
his apartment, where he ſpent the whole night in 
various conjectures on the ſubject of this letter, 
the gordian knot of which he could by no means 
untie. 5 

One while he imagined that ſome wag had play- 
cd a trick upon his meſſenger, in conſequchce 
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of which Emilia had received a ſuppoſitious Iet- 
ter; but upon further reflection, he could not 
conceive the practicability of any ſuch deceit, 
Then he began to doubt the fincerity of his mi— 
ſtreis, who, perhaps, had only made that an 
handle for diſcarding him, at the requeſt of ſome 
favoured rival; but his own integrity forbad him 
to harbour this mean ſuipicion; and therefore 
he was again involved in rhe labyrinth of per— 
plexity. Next day he waited on the rack of im- 
patience for the hour of five in the afternoon, 
which no ſooner ſtruck, than he ordered Pipes to 
attend him, in caſe there thould be occaſion for 
his evidence; and repaired to the place of ren- 
dezvous, where he had not tarried five minutes 
befme the ladies appeared. Mutual compliments 
being paſted, and the attendant ſtatiuned at a 
convenient diſtance, Percgrine perſuaded them to 
it down upon the graſs, under the ſhade of a 
ſpreading oak, that they might be. more at their 
cafe; while he ſtretched himiclf at their feet, and 
deſired that the paper on which his doom depend— 
ed might be examined. It was accordingly put 
into the hand of his fair arbitreſs, who read it 
immediately with an audible voice. The firſt two 
words of it were no ſooner pronounced, than he 
ſtarted with great emotion, and raiſed himſelf 
upon his hand and knee, in which poſture he 
liſtened to the reſt of the ſentence; then ſprung 
upon his fcet in the utmoſt aſtoniſhment, and 
plowing with reſentment at the ſame time, 
exclauned, “ Hell and the Devil! what's all that? 
Swe you make a jeſt of me, madam.” „ Pray, 
vir, (ſaid Sophy) give me the hearing for a few 
moments, and then urge what you ſhall think 
proper in your own defence.” Having thus cau— 
tioned him ſhe proceeded; but hefore ſhe had 
hnithed one half of the performance her gravity 
forfook her, and ſhe was ſeized with a violent bt 
of laughter, in which neither of the lovers could 
help joining, notwithſtanding the reſentment 
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which at that inſtant prevailed 1n the breaſts of 
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both, The judge, however, in a little time, re— 
ſumed her ſolemnity, and having read the re— 
maining part of this curious epiſtle, all three 
continued ſtaring at each other alternately for 
the ſpace of half a minute, and then broke forth 
at the ſame inſtant in another paroxyſm of mirth. 
From this unanimous convulſion, one would 
have thought that both parties were extremely 
well pleaſcd with the joke, yet this was by no 
means the caſe. 

Emilia imagined that notwithſtanding his af- 
feed ſurprize, her lover in ſpite of himſelf had 
renewed the laugh at her expence, and in fo 


| doing, applauded his own unmannerly ridicule. 


This ſuppofition could not fail of raiſing and 
reviving her indignation, while Peregrine highly 


| reſented the indignity with which he ſuppoſed 


himſelf treated, in their attempting to make him 
the dupe of ſuch a groſs and ludicrous artifice. 
This being the fituation of their thoughts, their 


mirth was ſucceeded by a mutual gloomineſs of 


aſpect, and the judge addreſſing herſclf to Mr. 


| Pickle, aſked if he had any thing to offer why 
| ſentence ſheuld not be pronounced. 
| anſwered the culprit, | am ſorry to find myſelf 
ſo low in the opinion of your couſin, as to be 


% Madam, 


thought capable of being deceived by ſuch a 
ſhallow contrivance.” “ Nay, Sir, ſaid Emilia, 
the contrivance is your own, and I cannot help 
admiring your conlidence in imputing it to me.” 
* Upon my honour, Miſs Emily, reſumed our 
hero, you wrong my uaderſtanding as well as 


my love in accuſing me of having written ſuch a 
| ily impeitinent performance; the very appear- 


ance and addreſs of it is ſo unlike the letter which 


ö ] did myſelf the honour to write, that I dare ſay 


my man, even at this diſtance of time, will re- 
member the difference.” So ſaying, he extended 
his voice, and beckoned to Pipes, who imme- 


diately drew near. His miſtreſs ſeemed to ob- 
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ject to the evidence, by obſerving that to be ſure 
Nir. Pipes had his cue; when Peregrine begging 
the would ſpare him the mortification of contider- 
ing him in tuch a diſhonourable light, deſired his 
valet to examine the outſide of the letter, and re— 
collect if it was the ſame which he had delivered 
to Miis Gauntlet about two years ago. Pipes 
having taken a ſuperficial view of it, pulled up 
his breeches, taying, „ Mayhap it is, but we 
have made fo many trips, and been in ſo many 
creeks and corners fince that time, that I can't 
pretend to be certain ; for I neither keep journal 
nor logbook of our proceedings.” Emilia com- 
mended him for his candour, at the ſame time 
darting a ſarcaſtic look at his maſter, as if ſhe 
thought he had tampered with his fervant's inte- 
grity in vainz and Peregrine began to rave and 
curſe his fate for having ſubjected him to ſuch 
mean ſuſpicion, atteſting heaven and earth in the 
moſt earneſt manner, that far from having com- 
poſed and conveyed that ſtupid production, he had 
never ſeen it before, nor been privy to the leaſt 
circumſtance of the plan. 

Pipes, now for the firſt time, perceived the miſ- 
chief which he bad occaſioned, and moved with 
the tzanſports of his maiter, for whom he had a 
molt in violable attachment, frankly declared he 
was ready to make oath that Mr. Pickle had no 
hand in the letter which he detvered. All three 
were amazed at this confeſlion, the meaning of 
which they could not comprehend. Peregrine, 
after ſome pauſe, leaped upon Pipes, and ſeizing 
him by the throat, exclaimed in an extacy of rage, 
* Raſcal! tell me this inſtant what became of 
the letter I intruſted to your care.” The patient 
valet, half ſtrangled as he was, ſquirted a collec» 
tion of tobacco juice out of one corner of his 
mouth, and with great deliberation rephed, 
© Why burnt it, you wouldn't have me give the 
young woman a thing that ſhook all in the uind 
in tatters, would you?” The ladies interpeſed 
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in behalf of the diſtreſſed ſquire, from whom, by 
dint of queſtions which he had ncither art nor ju— 
clination to evade, they extorted an explanation 
of the whole aflair. | 

Such ridiculous ſimplicity and innocence of in- 


tention appeared in the compolition of his expe- | 


dient, that even the remembrance of all the cha— 
grin which it had produced, could not rouſe their 
indignation, or enable them to reſiſt a third erup- 
tion of Jaughter which they forthwith under- 
went. 

Pipes was diſmiſſed with many menacing in- 
junctions, to beware of ſuch conduct for the tu- 
ture; Emily ſtood with a confuſion of joy and 
tenderneſs in her countenance; Peregrine's eycs 
kindled into rapture, and when Miſs Sophy pro- 
nounced the ſentence of reconciliation, advanced 
to his miſtreſs, ſaying, “ Truth is mighty, and 
will prevail ;” then claſping her in his arms, very 
impudently raviſhed a kiis, which ſhe had not 
power to refuſe. Nay, ſuch was the impulſe of 
his joy, that he took the ſame freedom with the 
lips of Sophy, calling her his kind mediatrix and 
guardian angel, and behaved with ſuch extrava- 
gance of tranſport, as plainly evinced the fervour 
aud fincerity of his love. 

I ſhall not pretend to repeat the tender proteſ- 
tations that were uttercd on one fide, or deſcribe 
the bewitching glances of approbation with which 
they were received on the other; ſuffice it to 
ſay, that the endearing intimacy of their former 
connexion was inſtantly renewed, and Sophy, 
who congratulated them upon the happy termi- 
nation of their quarrel, favourcd with their mu- 
tual confidence. In conſequence of this happy 
pacification, they deliberated upon the means of 
ſeeing each other often; and as he could not 
without ſome previous introduction viſit her 
openly at the houſe of her relation, they agreed 
to mect every afternoon in the park till the next 
aſlembly, at which he would ſolicit her as a part- 
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ner, and ſhe be unengaged, in expectation of his 
requeſt. By this connection he would be inti— 


tled to viſit her next day, and thus an avowed 


correſpondence would of courſe commence. This 
plan was actually put into execution, and attend- 
(d with a circumſtance which had well nigh pro- 
duced ſome mitchievous conſequence, had not 
Veregrine's good fortune been ſuperior to his 
diſcret ion. 
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He atch:cves an adventure at the aſſembly, and quar— 
rels with his governor. 


T the aſſembly, were no fewer than three 
A gentlemen of fortune, who rivalled our 
lover in his paſſion for Emilia, and who had fe- 
verally begged the honour of dancing with her 
upon that occaſion. She had cxcuſed herſelf to 
each, on pretence of a ſlight indiſpoſition that 
ſhe foreſaw would detain her from tlie ball, and 
deſired they would provide themielves with other 
partners. Obliged to admit her excuſe, they ac- 
cordingly followed her advice; and after they 
had engaged themſelves beyond the power of re- 
tracting, had the mortitication to ſce her there un- 
claimed. 

They in their turn made up to her, and expreſſed 
their ſurprize and concern at finding her in the 


aſſembly unprovided, after ſhe had declined their 


invitation; but ihe told them that her cold had 
forſaken her ſince fie had the pleaſure of ſeeing 
them, and that ſhe would rely upon accident foc 
a partner, Juſt as ſhe pronounced theſe words 
to the laſt of the three, Peregrine advancetl as an 


utter ſtranger, bowed with great reſpect, told her 


he underſtood ſhe was unenpaged, and would 
think himſelf highly honourcd in being accepted 
as her partner for the night; and he had the good 
fortune to ſucceed in his application, 


On 
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As they were by far the handſomeſt and beſt 
accompliſhed couple in the room, they could not 
fail of attracting the notice and admiration of the 
ſpectators, which inflamed the jealouſy of his 
three competitors, who immediately entered into 
a conſpiracy againſt this gaudy ſtranger, whom, 
as their rival, they reſolved to affront in public. 
Purſuant to the plan which they projected for 
this purpoſe, the firſt countty dance was no ſoon— 
er concluded, than one of them with his partner 
took place of Peregrine and his miſtreſs, contrary 
to the regulation of the ball. Our lover imputing 
his behaviour to in advertenecy, informed the gen— 
tleman of his miſtake, and civilly det: ed he would 
reQify his error. The other told him in an impe- 
rious tone, that he wanted none of his advice, 
and bad him mind his own affairs, Peregrine an- 
ſwercd with ſome warmth, and inſiſted upon his 
right; a diſpute commenced, high words enſued, 
in the couiſe of which, our impetucus youth 
hearing himſelf reviled with the appellation of 
ſcoundrel, pulled off his antagoniſt's periwig, and 
flung it in his face. The ladies immediately 
ſhriek'd, the gentlemen interpoicd, Emilia was 
ſeized with a fit of trembling, and conducted to 
her ſeat by her youthful admirer, who begged par- 
don for having diſcompoſed her, and vindicated 


he was under to refent the provocation he had 
received. . 

Though ſlie could not help owning the juſtice 
of his plca, ſhe was not the leſs concerned at the 
dangerous ſituation in which he had involecd 
himiclf, and in the utmoſt conſteruation and 
anxicty, inſiſted upon going directly home: he 
could not reſiſt her importunities, and her couſin 
being determined to accompany her, he eſcorted 
them to their lodgings, where he withed them 
good night, after having, in order to quiet their 
apprehenſions, proteſted that if his opponent was 
ſatisſicd, he ſhould never take any ſtep towards 
the proſecution of the quarrel. Mean while the 


avhat he had done, by repreſenting the neceſſity 
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aſſembly room became a ſcene of tumult and up- 
roar; the perſon who concerved himfelf injured, 
ſceing Feregrine retire, ſtruggled with his com- 


panions, in order to purſue and take ſatisfaction 


of out hero, whom he loaded with terms of abuſe, 
and challenged to ſingle combat. 
The director of the ball held a conſultation 


with all the ſubſcribers who were pretent, and it 


was determined by a majority of votes, that the 
two ocntlemen who had occattoncd the diſtur— 


# bance, ſhould be deſired to withdraw. 1 his reto- 


lution being ſignified to one of the partics then 
preteat, he made ſome difficulty of complying, 


but was perſuaded to ſubmit by his two confede- 


rates, who accompanied him to the ſtreet door, 
wheie he was met by Peregrine on his return to 
the aſſembly. | 

This choleric gentleman, who was a country 
ſquire, no ſooner ſaw his rival, than he began to 
brandiſh his cudgel in a menacing poſture, when 
our adventurous youth ſtepping back with one 
ſoot, laid his hand upon the hilt of his ſword, 
which he drew half way out of the ſcabhard. 
This attitude, and the fight of the blade which 
gliſtened by moonlight in his face, checked, in 
{ome ſort, the ardor of his aſſailant, who dehred. 
he would lay aſide his toaſter, and take a bout 
with him at equal arms. Peregrine, who was an 
expert cudgel-player, accepted the invitation: 
then 'exchanging weapons with Pipes who qtood 
behind him, put himſelf in a poſture of defence, 
and received the attack of his adverſary, who 
{truck at random without either {kill or &conomy, 
Pickle could have beaten the cudgel out of his 
hand at the firſt blow, but as in that caſe he 
would have been obliged in honour to give imme- 
diate quarter, he reſolved to diſcipline his anta- 
goniſt without endeavouring to diſable him, un- 
til he ſhould be hcartily ſatisfied with the ven- 
geance he had taken. With this view he return- 
cd the ſalute, and raiſed ſuch a clatter about the 
jquire's pate, that one who had heard withous 
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ſeeing the application, would have miſtaken the 
ſound for that of a falt-box, in the hand of a dex- 
rrous Merry- Andrew, belonging to one of the 
booths at Bartholomew-Fair, Neither was this 
ſalutaiion contined to his head; his ſhoulders, 
arms, thighs, ankles, and ribs, were viſited with 
amazing repidity, while Tom Pipes founded tine 
charge through bis ſift, Peregrine, tired with 
this excrcife, which had almoſt bercit his ene- 
my of ſenſation, at jift truck the deciiive blow, 
in conſequence of which, the fquire's weapon 
flew out of his graſp, and he allowed our hero 
to be the better man. Satisſied with this ac- 
knowledgment, tlie victor walked uh ſtaire with 
ſuch elevation of fps and infolence of mien, 
that nobody choice to intimate the rel{olvtion 
which had been taken in his abience : there hav - 
ing amuſcd himfe!f tor ſome time in beholdingthe 
country dances, he riticated to his lodging, 
where he indulged himielf all night in the con- 
templation of his own jucieds, 
Next day in the ferenoon he went to viſit his 


partner, and the genticman at whoſe houſe ſhe 


lived, having been informed of his {amily and 
condition, received lum with great courteiy, as 
the acquaintance of his ccufn Gauntlet, and in- 
vited him to dinner that fame day. 

Emilia was remarkably well pleaſed, when ſhe 
underſtood the jifluc of his adventure, which be— 
gan to make ſome noiſe in town, even though it 
deprived her of a wealthy admirer, The ſquire 
having conſulted an attorney about the nature of 
the diſpute, in topes oi being able to proſecute 
Peregrine for an aſſault, found little encourage- 
ment to go to law: he therefore refulved to 
pocket the inſult and injury he had undergone, 
and to diſcontin ue his addreſſes to her who was 
the cauſe of both. 

Our lover being told by his miſtreſs, that ſhe 
propoſed to ſtay a fortnight longer at Windſor, 
he determined to enjoy her company all that 
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time, and then to give her a convoy to the houſe 
of ber mother, whom he longed to ice. In con- 
ſ-querice of this plan, he every day contrived 
forie freſh party of pleaſure for the ladies, to 
whom be had by this time free acccis; and in- 
tangled himieit ſo much in the ſnares of love, that 
ne bemed quite enchanted by Emilia's charms, 
whit were now indeed almolt irrefiftible. While 
he thus heed:eisly roved in the {flowery paths of 
pleature, hi governor at Oxford, alarmed at the 
unuſual duiation of his ableace, went to the 
young geniicinan who had accompanied him in 
Dis excurton, and very earncſtiy entreated them 
to tell him what they knew concerning his pupil; 
they accordingly gave him an account of the ren- 
counttr that happened between Peregrine and 


Mis Emily Gauntlet in the Caltle, and mentioned 


eircumſtances ſufficient to convince him that his 
charge was very dangerouſly engaged. 

Far from having an authority over Peregrine, 
Mr. Jolter durit not even diſoblige him; there- 
fore, inſtcad of writing to the commodore, he 
took horſe immediately, and that ſame night 
reached Windſor, where be found his ſtray ſheep 
very much ſurpriſed at his unexpeRed arrival. 

he governor cciuing to have ſome ſerious 
converſation with him, they Hut themſclves up 
in au apartment, when Jolter with gicat ſolem- 
pity communicated the cauſe of his journey, 
which was no other than his concern for his pu— 
pil's welfare; and very gravely undertook to 
prove by mathematical demonſtration, that this 
Intrigue, if farther purſued, would tend to the 
young, gentleman's ruin and diſgrace. Tins fin- 
gular propoſition raifed the curiofity of Pere- 
grine, who promiſed to yield all manner of at- 
tention, and defired him to begin without further 
preamble. 

The governor, encouraged ly this appearance 
of randour, expreſſed his ſati:faction in finding 
him ſo open to conviction, and told him le 
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1 would proceed upon geometrical principles. Then t! 

| hemming thrice, obierved that no mathematical tl 

inquiries could be carried on, except upon certain le 

data, or conceſſions to truths, that were ſelf- tc 

evident ; and therefore he muſt. crave his aſſent al 

to a few axtoms, which he was ſure Mr. Pickle d. 

would ſee no reaton to diipute. “ In the fiſt 7 

place then (ſaid he) you will grant, I hope, that It 

youth and diſcretion are with reſpect to each tr 

other as two parallel lines, which though inti- al 

nitely produced, remain ſtill equi diſtant, and ci 

will never coincide : then you muſt allow that al 

paſſion acts upon the human mind, in a ratio | to 
compounded of the acutenets of ſenſe, and con- 

ſtitutional heat: and thirdly, you will not deny 810 

that the angle of remorſe 1s equal to that of pre- {þ 

cipitation. Theſe poſtulata being admitted, (add- pl 

ed he, taking pen, ink and paper, and drawing vi. 

2 parallelogram) let youth be repreſented by an 

the right line 2, b, and diſcretion by ancther ob 

} > right line c, d, parallel to the former. Com- ſci 

pleat the parallelogram a, b, c, d, and let the im 

point of interſection, b, repreſent perdition. Len eff 

paſſion, repreſented under the letter c, have 2 Wi 

motion in the direction c, 2. At the fame time, of 

let another motion be communicated to it, in ha 

the direction c, d, it will proceed in the diagonal cl: 

c, b, and deſcribe it in the ſame time that it ( 

would have deſcribed the ſide c, a, by the firſt wh 

motion, or the fide, c, d, by the ſecond. To un- rex 

derſtand the demonſtration of this corollary, we ing 

muſt premiſe this obvious principle, that when a wh 

# body is acted upon by a motion of power parallel pec 

0 to a right line given in poſition, this power, or Cal 

| motion, has no effect to cauſe the body to ap- ner 

proach towards that line, or recede from it, but pai 

| to move in a line parallel to a right line only; ſen 

| as appears from the ſecond law of motion: there- N 

0 fore c, a, being parallel to d. ö,. —— of | 

| His pupil having liſtened to him thus far, inti 


could contain himiclf no longer, but interrupted I not 


not bore, without repining, his want of influ- 
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the inveſtigation with a loud laugh, and told him 
that this poſizeleta put him in mind of a certain 
learned and ingenious gentleman, who undc- 
took to diſprove the exiſtence of natural evil, 
and aſked no other datum on which to found his 
demonſtration, but an acknowledgment that every 
thing that is, is right, © You may therefore (ſaid 
he, in a peremptory tone) ſpare yourſelf the 
trouble of torturing your 1nvention ; for, after 
all, I am pretty certain that I ſhall want capa- 
city to comprehend the diſcuſſion of your lemma, 
and conſequently be obliged to refute my aſſent 
to your deduction.” | 

Mr. Jolter was diſconcerted at this declara- 
tion, and ſo much offended at Peregrine's difre- 
ſpect, that he could not help expreſiing his diſ- 
pleaſure, by telling him flatly, that he was too 


violent and headſtrong to be reclaimed by reaſon 


and gentle mcans ; that he (the tutor) muſt be 
obliged, in the diſcharge of his duty and con- 
ſcience, to inform the commodore of his pupil's 
imprudence ; that if the laws of this realm were 
eſſectual, they would take cognizance of the gipſy 
who had led him aſtray; and obſerved, by way 
of contraſt, that if ſuch a prepoſterous intrigue 
had happened in France, the would have been 
clapt up in a convent two years ago. 

Our lover's eyes kindled with indignation, 
when he heard his miſtreſs treated with ſuch ir- 
reverence ; he could ſcarce refrain from inilict- 
ing manual chaſtiſement on the blaſphemer, 
who he reproached in his wrath as an arrogant 
pedant, without either delicacy or ſenſe, and 
cautioned him againſt uſing any ſuch imperti- 
nent freedoms with his affairs for the future, on 
pain of incurring more ſevere effects of his re- 
lentment. 

Mr, Jolter, who entertained very high notions 
of that veneration to which he thought himſelf 
intitled by his character and qualifications, had 


| 
[ 
| 


| patched a fetter for Mrs. Trunnion, which was juſt 
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ence and authority over his pupil, againſt whom! P. 

- cheriſhed a particular grudge, ever ſince the Þ hi 
adventure of the painted eye; and therefore, on fi 
this occaſion, his politic forbearance had been | ſel 
overcome by the accumulated motives of bis fel 
ditguſt. Indeed, he would have reſigned his alt 
charge with diſdain, had not he been encou - ne 


raged to perſevere, by the hopes of 2 good living co. 


which Trunnion had in his gift, or known how : pu 
to diſpoſe of himſelf for the preſent to Want ; 


Ve! 

advantage, op 
e 

| 4 1118 
xXx Vx. 1 


He receives a lette- * from his aunt, breaks with thel 
commodare, and diſabliges the lieutenant, who, r 
nevertheleſs, und: viakes his catſe. | 4 


EAN while he quitted the youth in high on! 
dudgeon, and that fame evening di- ge 


dictated by the fitſt tranſports of his paſſion, andiſ ſeri 
of courſe replete with ſevere animadverſions en 
the miſconduct of his pupil. 

In conſequence of this complaint, it was not 
long before Peregrine received an epiſtle from 
his aunt, wherein ſhe commemorated all the| 
circumſtances of the commodore's benevolence 
towards him, when he was helpleſs and forlorn, 


deſerted and abandoned by his own parents, up ein! 
braided him for his miſbehaviour, and neglect o rat! 
his tutor's advice, and inſiſted upon his breaking pull 
off all intercourſe with that girl who. had ſeductd and 
his youth, as he valued the "continuance of her hec: 
afſection and her huſband's regard. 

As our lover's own ideas of generoſity wei? 
extremely refined, he was ſhocked at the inc: 
licate :nfinvuations of Mrs. Trunnion, and fc 
all the pangs of an ingenuous mind that labour + 


under obligations to a perſon whom it contemai nice 
| Con! 


V 


— 
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Far from obeying her injunction, or humbling 
himſelf by a {bmiſfive anſwer to her reprenen- 

ſion, his reſentment buoyed him up above every 

ſelſiſn conſideration; he reſolved to attach him- 

ſelf to Emilia, if poſſible, more than ever; and 

although he was tempted to puniſh the officiouſ- 

nels of Jolter, by recriminating upon his life and 
converſation, he generouſly withſtood the 1m- 

pulſe of his paſſion, becauſe he knew that his go- 

vernor had no other dependance than the guod” 
opinion of the commodore. He could not, how- 
ever, digeſt in filence the ſevere expoſtulations of 
his aunt; to which he replicd by the following 

letter, addreſſed to her huiband, 


well s 1 R, 
WF TTOHOUGH my temper could never ſtoop to 
| offer, nor, | believe, your diſpoſition deign 
; to receive that groſs incenſe which the illiberal 
high only expect, and none but the baſe- minded con- 
di. deſcend to pay; my ſentiments have always done 
was juſtice to your generoſity, and my intention 
and ſcrupulouſly adhered to the dictates of my duty. 
s OO Conſcious of this integrity of heart, I cannot but. 
ſeverely feel your lady's unkind (1 will not call. 
not it ungenerous) recapitulation of the favours I 
ron have received; and as I take it for granted, that 
the you knew and approved of her letter, I muſt beg 
cncle leave to aſſure you, that far from being ſwayed 
onwl by menaces and reproach, I am determined to 
up embrace the moſt abject extremity of fortune, 
ct 0 rather than iubmit to ſuch diſhonourable com— 
king pulton. When 1 am treated ina more delicate 
uc and reſpectful. manner, I hope. 1 ſhall behave as 
bal becomes, 


8 
nh | Your obliged 
pes P. Pientk.“ 
Ic | 
) OUT 


-— The commodore who did not underſtand thoſe 
WP nice diſtinctions of behaviour, and dicaded the 

| 6 of Peregrinc's amo 'r, aa alt which 
OL, I, : 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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he was ſtrangely prepoſſeſſed, ſeemed exaſpe- 


rated at the inſolence and obſtinacy of this 
adopted ſon ; to whoſe epiſtle he wrote the fol- 


lowipg anſwer, which was tranſmitted by the 
hands of Hatchway, who had orders to bring the 
delinquent along with him to the garriſon, 


„ Heark ye child, 


7 need not bring your fine ſpeeches to 


bear upon me. You only expend your am- 
munition to no purpoſe. Your aunt told you 


nothing but truth; for it is always fair and ho- 


neſt to be above board, d' ye fee. 1 am informed 


as how you are in chace of a painted gal- 


ley, which will decoy you upon the flats of de- 
ſtruction, unleſs you keep a better look-out and a 
ſurer reckoning than you have hitherto done; 


and I have ſent Jack Hatchway to fee how the 


Jand hes, and warn you of your danger : if ſo be 2 
as you will put about ſhip, and let him ſteer you 
into this harbour, you ſhall meet with a ſafe 


birth and friendly reception ; but if you refuſe to 


aſſiſtance from yours, as you bchave, 
HaAwSsER TRUNNION.“ 


- 


Peregrine was equally piqued and diſconcerted 
at the receipt of this letter, which was quite dif- 
ferent from what he had expected, and declared 
in a reſolute tone to the lieutenant, who brought þ* 
it, that he might return as ſoon as he pleaſed, for 
he was determined to conſult his own inclination, 


and remain for ſome time longer where he was. 


Hatchway endeavoured to perſuade him by all“ 
the arguments which his ſagacity and friendſhip 
could ſupply, to ſhew a little more deference for 
the old man, who was by this time rendered fret. 
ful and peeviſh by the gout, which now hindered 9; 
him from enjoying himſelf as nſual, and who 
might, in his paſſion, take ſome ſtep very much 
to the detriment of the young gentleman, whom 


alter your courſe, you cannot expect any further 


1{pe- 


this 
fol⸗ 


the 


the 


moment; then walked OY towards the 
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he had hitherto conſidered as his own ſon. 
Among other remonſtrances, Jack obſerved 
that mayhap Peregine had got under Emilia's 
hatches, and did not chooſe to ſet her adritt ; and 
if that was the cafe, he himſelf would take charge 
of the veſſel, and ſce her cargo ſafely delivered; 
for he had a reſpect for the young woman; and 
his needle pointed towards matrimony ; and as, 
in all probability, ſhe could not be much the 
worſe for the wear, he would make ſhift to ſcud 
through life with her under an eaty fail. 

Our lover was deaf to all his admonitions, and 
having thanked him for rhis laſt inſtance of his 
complaiſance, repeating his reſolution of adhe— 
ring to his firſt purpoſe. Hatchway having pro- 
fited ſo little by mild exhortations, aſlumed a 
more peremptory aſpect, and plainly told him he 
neither could nor would go home without him; 
ſo he, had beſt make immediate preparation for 
the voyage. 

Pcregrzne made no other reply to this declara- 
tion than by a contemptuous ſmile, and roſe from 
his ſeat in order to retire; upon which the heu- 
tenant ſtarted .up, and poſting himſelf by the 
door, proteſted with ſome menacing geſtures, 
that he would not ſufter him to run a-head nc» 
ther. The other incenſed at his preſumption 
in attempting to detain him by force, tripped up 
his wooden leg, and laid him on his back in a 


park, in order to indulge his reflection, which 
at that time teemed with diſagreeable thoughts. 
He had not proceeded two hundred ſteps, when 
he heard ſomething blowing and ſtamping behind 
him; and looking back perceived the lieutenant 
at his heels, with rage and indignation in his 
countenance. This exaſperated ſeaman, impa=- 
tient of the affront he had received, and forget= 
ting all the circumſtances of their former inti— 
macy, advanced with great eagerneſs to his old 
fricnd, ſaying, “ Look ye, brother, you're a ſaucy 
H 2 


— 
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boy, and if you was at ſea, I would have your 
backſide brought to the Davit for your diſobedi— 
ence; but as we are on ſhore, you and I muſt 
crack a piſtol at one another; here is a brace, you 
ſhall take which you pleaſe.” 

Peregrine, upon recollection, was ſorry for 
having been laid under the neceſſity of diſobliging 
honeſt Jack, and very frankly aſked his pardon 
for what he had done. But this condeſcenſion 
was miſinterpreted by the other, who refuſed any 
other ſatis faction but that which an officer ought 
to claim; and, with ſome irreverent expreſſions, 
aſked if Perry was afraid of his bacon, The 
youth, inflamed at this unjuſt inſinuation, darted 
a ſcrocious look at the challenger, told him he 
had paid but too much regard to his infirmitice, 
and bid him walk forward to the park, where he 
would ſoon convince him of his error, if he 
thought his conceſſion proceeded from fear. 

About this time, they were overtaken by 
Pipes, who having heard the lientenant's fall, 
and feen him pocket his piſtols, ſuſpected that 
there was a quarrel in the caſe, and followed 
him with a view of protecting his maſter. Fere- 
grine ſeeing him arrive, and gueſſing his inten- 
tion, aſſumed an'zir of ſerenity, and pretending 
that he had left his handkerchief at the inn, on- 
dered his man to go thither and fetch it to him 
in the park, where he would find them at his 
return. This command was twice repeated he- 
fore Tom would take any other notice of the 
meſlage, except by ſhaking his head; but being 


urged with many threats and curſes to obedience, 


he gave them to underſtand that he knew their 
drift too well to truſt them by themſelves. ** As 
for you, licutenant Hatchway (ſaid he), I have 
been your ſhip-mate, and know you to be a fal- 
or, that's enough; and as for maſtcr, 1 know 
him to be as good a man as cver ſtept betwixt 
ſtem and ſtern, whereby, if you have any thing 
to ſay to him, I am your man, as the ſaying is. 


—!!! To, BR. Oc 
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Here's my ſapling, and [ don't value your crackers 

of a rope's end.“ This oration, the longeſt that 
ever Pipes was known to make, he concluded 
with a flouriſh of his cudgel, and enforced with 
ſuch determined refuſals to leave them, that 
they found it impoſſible to bring the cauſe to mor- 
tal arbitrement at that time, and ſtrolled about 
the park in profound filence; during which, 
Hatchway's indignation ſubſiding, he all of a 


ſudden thruſt out hie hand as af N to re- 


conciliation, Which being cordially ſhaken by 
Peregrine, a general pacifica tion ert and 
was followed by a conſultation about the means 
of extricating the youth from his preſent per- 
plexity. Had his diſpoſition been like that of 
moſt other young men, it would have been no 
diſſicult taſæ ro overcome his difficulties; but 
ſuch was the obſtinacy of his pride, that he 
deemed himſelf bound in honour to reſent the 
l:tters he had received; and inſtead of ſubmit- 
ting to the pleaſure of the coramodore, expected 
an acknowledgment from him, without which he 
would hſten to no terms of accommodation, 
© ad I been his own fon (ſaid he), I ſhould have 
bore his reproof, and ſucd for forgiveneſs; but 
knowing myſelf to be on the footing of an or- 
phan, who depends entirely upon Ris bencvo- 
lence, lam jealous of every thing that can be 
conſttued into diſreſpect, and inſiſt upon being 
treated with the moſt punctual regard. I ſhall 
now make application to my father, who 1s ob- 
liged to provi ide for me by the tics of nature, as 
well as the laws of the land; and if he ſhall re- 
fuſe to do me juſtice, I can never want em bloy- 
ment while men are required for his majeſty's ſer- 


vice.“ 


begged he would take no new ſtep until he 
mould hear from hin; and that very evening 
fer cut for the garriſon, where he gave Trunnion 


an 4ccount of the miſcarria gg of his negociation, 
1 


The lieutenant, alarmed at this intimation, 
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told him how highly Peregrine was offended at 
the letter, communicated the young gentleman's 


ſentiments and reſolution; and finally aſſured 


him, that unleſs he ſhould think proper to aik 
pardon for the offence he had committed, he 
would, in all appearance, never more bchold the 
face of his godſon. 

The old commodore was utterly confounded at 
this piece of intelligence; he had expected all the 
humility of obedience and contrition from the 


7 young man; and inſtead of that, received nothing 


ut the moſt indignant oppoſition, and even found 
himſelf in the circumſtances of an offender, ob- 


liged to make atonement, or forfeit all correſ- 


pondence with his favourite. Theſe inſolent 
conditions at firſt threw him into an agony 
of wrath, and he vented execrations with iuch 
rapidity, that he left himſelf no time to 
breathe, and had almoſt been ſuffocated with h1s 
choler. He inveighed bitterly againſt the ingra- 
titude of Peregrine whom he mentioned with 


many opprobious epithets, and fwore that he 


ought to be keel-hawled for his preſumprion ; 
but when he began to reflect more coolly upon 
the ſpirit of the young gentleman, which had al- 
ready manifeſted itfelf on many occaſions, and 
liſtened to the ſuggeſtions of Hatchway, whom 
he had always conlidered as an oracle in his 
way, his reſentment abated, and he determincd 
to take Perry into favour again; this placability 
being not a little facilitated by Jack's narrative 


of our hero's intrepid hehaviourat the aſſembly, 


as well as in the conteſt with him in the park, 
But ſtill this plaguy amour occurred like a bug- 
bear to his imagination; for he held it as an in- 
fallible maxim, that woman was an eternal ſource 
of miſery to man. Indeed this apothegm he ſel- 
dom repeated fince his marriape, except in the 
company of a very few intimates, to whoſe ſe- 
crecy and diicretion he could truſt, Finding 
Jack himſelf at a nonplus in the affair of Emilia, 
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ke conſulted Mrs. Trunnion, who was equally 
{urpriſed and offended, when ſhe underſtood that 
her letter did not produce the defired effect; and 
after having imputed the youth's obſtinacy to his 
unele's unſcaſonable indulgence, had recourſe to 
the advice of the parſon, who, ſtill with an eye 
to his friend's advantage, counſelled them to ſend 
the young gentleman on his travels, in the courſe 
of which he would, in all probability, forget the 
amuſements of his greener years. The propoſal 
was judicious, and immediately approved, when 
Trunnion going into his cloſet, after divers ef- 
forts, produced the following billet, with which 
Jack departed for Windſor that ſame afternoon. 


«© My good lad, 
F I gave offence in my laſt letter, I'm for 
for't, d'ye ſee; I thought it was the likelielt 
way to bring you up; but, in time to come, you 
ſhall have a larger ſwing of cable. When you 
can ſpare time, I ſhall be glad if you will make a 
ſhort trip, and ſee your aunt, and him who is 
Your loving godfather 
and humble ſervant, 
HAWSER TRUNNION, 


P. S. If you want money, you may draw upot 
me payable at fight.” 
CH A F. XxYL 
He becomes melancholy and deſpondent ; is favoured 


with a condeſcending letter from his uncle, recon» 


cites himſelf to us governor, and ſets out with 


Emilia and her friend for Mrs. Gauntlet's 
houſe. 


Eregrine, fortified as he was with pride and 


. indignation, did not fail to feel the ſmart- 
ing ſuggeſtions of his preſent ſituation: after 
having lived. Jo long in an affluent and imperious 
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manner, he could ill brook the thoughts of ſuh- 
mitting to the mortifying exigencies of life. 
All the gaudy ſchemes of pomp and pleaſure, 
which his luxuriant imagination had formed, he- 
gan to diſſolve, a train of melancholy ideas tock 
poſſeſſion of his thoughts, and the proſpect of 
loſing Emilia was not the leaſt part of his aſſlic- 
tion. Though he endeavoured to ſuppreſs the 
chagrin that preyed upon his'heart, he could not 
__ conceal the diſturbance of his mind from the 
Penetration of that amiable young lady, who 
ſympathized with him in her aer though he 
could not give her tongue the liberty of aſking 
the cauſe of his diforder ; for, notwithſtanding 
i all the ardour of his addreſſes, he never could 
obtain from her the declaration of a mutual 
flame ; becauſe, though he had hitherto treated 
Her with the utmoſt reverence of reſpect, he had 
l never once mentioned the final aim of his paiſion. 
| However honourable ſhe ſuppoſed it to be, the 
! Had diſcernment enough to foreſee, that vanity |? 
{ or intereſt co-opcrating with the levity of youth, | 
might one day deprive her of her lover, and 
! ſhe was too proud to give him any. handle of ex- 
{ ulting at her expence. Although he was recctv- 
ed by her with the moſt diſtinguiſhed civility, 
and even an intimacy of fricadſhip, all his ſoli- 
citations could never extort from her an acknou- 
ledgment of love; on the contrary, being of a 
gay diſpoſition, ſhe ſometimes coquetted with 
other admirers, that his attention thus whetted 
might never abate, and that he might ſee ſhe had 
other reſources, in caſe he ſhould flag in his 
affection. ? | 
This being the prudential plan on which ſhe 
2Qed, it cannot be ſuppoſed that ſhe would con- 
deſcend to inquire into the ſtate of his thoughts, 
when ſhe ſaw him thus aſſected; but ſhe, ne- 
vertheleſs, impoſed that taſk on her couſin and 
confidante, who, as they walked together in the 
Park, abſerved that he ſcemed to be out of hu- 
mour. When this is the caſe, ſuch a queſtion. 
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generally increaſes the diſcaſe; at leaſt it had 
that eſſect upon Peregrine, who replied ſomewhat 
peeviſhly, © 1 affure you, Madam, you never 
was more miſtaken in your obſervations.” I 
think ſo too (faid Emilia), for I never ſaw Mr. 
Pickle in higher ſpirits.” This ironical enco— 
mium completed his confuſion ; he affected to 
ſmile, but it was a ſmile of anguiſh, and in his 
heart he curſed the vivacity of both. He could 
not for his ſoul recollect himſelf, ſo as to utter 
one connected ſentence ; and the ſuſpicion that 
they obſerved every circumſtance of his behaviour, 
threw ſuch a damp on his ſpirits, that he was 
quite overwhelmed with ſhame and reſentment, 
when Sophy, caſting her eyes towards the gate, 
ſaid, „Vonder is your ſervant, Mr. Pickle, with 
another man who ſeems to have a wooden leg.” 
Peregrine ſtarted at this intelligence, and imme- 
diately underwent ſundry changes of complexion, 
knowing that his fate, in a great meaſure, des 
pended upon the information he would receive 
from his friend. 

Hatchway advancing to the company, after a 
bracc of ſea bows to the ladies, took the youth 
ade, and put the commodore's letter into his- 
hand, which threw him into ſuch an agitation, 
that he could ſcarce pronounce, © Ladies, will 
you give me leave?” When, in conſequence 
of their permiſſion, he attempted to open the 
billet, he fumbled with ſuch manifeſt diſorder, 
that his miſtreſs, who watched his motions, be- 
gan to think there was ſomething very intereſt= 
ing in the meſſage; and ſo much was the affect 
ed with his concern, that the was fain to turn her 
head another way, and wipe the tears from her 
lovely eyes. 

Mean while Peregrine no ſooner read the firſt 
ſentence than his countenance, which before was 


_ overcaſt with a deep gloom, began to be lighte@ 


up, and every feature, unbending by degrees, he 


recovered his ſerenity, Having peruſed the let- 
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ter, his eyes ſparkling with joy and gratitude, 
he hugged the licutenant in his arms, and pre- 
ſented him to the ladies as one of his beſt friends. 
Jack met with a moſt gracious reception, and 
hook Emilia by the hand, telling her, with the 
Familiar appellation of od acquaintance, that he 
did not care how ſoon he was maſter of ſuch an- 
other clean-going frigate as herſelf. 

The whole company partook of this favour- 
able change that evidently appeared in our lover's 
recollection, and enlivened his converſation with 
ſuch an uncommon flow of ſprightlineſs and good 
humour, as even made an impreſſion on the iron 
countenance of Pipes hunfelf, who actual! 
Smiled with ſatisfaction as he walked behind 
them. 

The evening being pretty far advanced, they 
directed their courſe homeward ; and while the 
valet attended Hatchway to the inn, Peregrine 
eſcorted the ladies to their lodgings, where he 
owned the juſtneſs of Sophy's remark, in ſaying 
he was out of humour, and told them he had 
been extremely chagrined at a difference which 
Had happened between him and his uncle, to 
whom (by the letter which they had ſeen him 
receive) he now found himſelf happily recon- 
eiled. | 

Having received their conpratulations, and de- 
clined ſtay ing to ſup with them, on account of 
the longing defire he had to converſe with his 
Friend Jack, he took his leave, and repaired to 
the inn, Where Hatchway informed him of every 
thing that had happened in the garriſun upon his 
repreſentations. Far from being diſguſted, he 
was periectly well pleaſed with the profpect of 
Poing abroad, which flatterca his vanity and am- 
b :1on, gratified his thirlt after knowledge, and 
indulged that turn for obſervation, for which he 
Had beea remarkable from lis moſt tender years. 
Neither did he believe a tort abſence would tend 
to the prejudice of his love, but, onthe contrary, 
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*nhance the value of his heart, becauſe he ſhould 
return better accompliſhed, and conſequently a 
more welcome offering to his miſtreſs. Eleva® 
ted with theſe ſentiments, his heart dilated with 


joy, and the fluices of his natural benevolence 


being opened by this happy turn of his affairs, 
1 « {ent his compliments to Mr. Jolter, to whom 
he had not ſpoken during- a whole week, and 


defired he would favour Mr. Hatchway and 


him with his company at ſupper. 

ihe governor was not weak enough to decline 
this invitation, in conſequence of which he forth- 
with appeared, and was cordially welcomed by 
the relenting pupil, who expreſſed his ſorrow for 
the miſunderſtanding which had prevailed be— 
tween them, and aſſured him that for the future 
he would avoid giving him any juſt cauſe of com- 
plaint. Jolter, who did not want affections, was 
mcited by this acknowledgment, which he could 
not have expected, and carneſtly proteſted, that 
his chief ſtudy had always heen, and cver thould 
be, to promote Mr. Pickle's iutereſt and happi- 
ucts. | 

Ine beſt part of the night being ſpent in the 
circulation of a chearful glais, the company broke 
up; and next morning Peregrine went out with 
a view of making his miſtreſs acquainted with his 
uncle's intention of ſending him out of the king- 


dom for his improvement, and of ſaying every 


thing which he thought neccflary for the intereſt 
of his love. He found her at breakfaſt with her 
coultin; and as he was very full of the ſubject of 
his vitit, had fearce fixed himſelf in his feat, when 
he brought it upon the carpet, by aſking with a 
inte, it the ladies had any commands for Paris? 
Emilia at this queſtion began to ſtare, and her 
coutdnte defired to know who was going this 
ther? ile no ſooner gave them to underſtand, that 
he himſelf intended in a ſhort time to viſit that 
capital, than his miſtreſs with great precipitation 


Willicd him a good journcy, and affected to talk 
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with in difference about the pleaſures he would 
enjoy in France: but when he ſeriouſly aſus 
red Sophy, who aſked if he was in earneſt, that 
his uncle actually iaſiſted upon his making a Hort 
tour, the tears guſhed in poor Emilia's eyes, 
and ſhe was at great Pains to conceal her con- 
cern, by obſerving that the tea was ſo ſcalding 
hot, as to make her eyes water. This pretext 
was too thin to impoſe upon her lover, or even 
deceive the obſervation of her friend Sophy, 
who, after breakfaſt, rook an opportunity of 
quitting the room, 

Thus left by themſelves, Peregrine imparted to 
her what he had learnt of the commodore's in» 
tention, without, however, mentioning a ſylla- 
ble of his being offended at their correipon- 
gence ; and accompanied his information with 
zuch fervent vows of eternal conflancy and fo- 
lemn promiſes of a ipecdy return, that Emily's 
heart, which had been invaded by a ſuſpicion, 
that this ſcheme of travelling was the cfject of 
ker lover's inconſtancy, began to be more at 
eaſe ; and ſhe could not help ſignify ing her aps 
probation of his deſign. | 

This aſſair being amicably compromiſed, he 
aſked how ſoon ſhe propoſed to fet out for her 
mother's houſe ; and underſtanding that her de- 
parture was fixed for next day but one, and 
that her couſiu Sophy intended to accompany 
her in her father's chariot, he repeated his in— 
tention of attending her. In the mcan time le 
diſinißed his governor and the lieutenant to the 
parriioa, with his compliments to his aunt and 
the- commodore, and a faithful promiſe of his 
being with them in ſix days at fartheſt, 

nee previous mealures being taken, he, at- 
tended by Pipes, ſet out with the ladies; and 
they had alſo a convoy for twelve miles from 
Sophy's father, who, at parting, recommended 
them pioully to the care of Peregrine, with 
whom, by this time, he was perfectly well ac» 
quainted. 
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They mect with a dreg ful alarm on the road; an- 


r:ve at their journey's end. Peregrine is inte- 
cuced t Emily's brother ; theſe two young gens 
tlemen nifunderſtend each iber. Pickle departs 
for the garr fan. 


A® they travelled at an caſy rate, they had 
performed ſomething more than one half 
of their journey, when they were benighted 
near an inn, at which they reſolved to lodge; the 

accommodation was very good, they ſupped to- 
gether with great mirth and enjoyment, and it 
was not till after he had been warned by the 
yawns of the ladies, that he conducted them to 


their apartment; where withing them good night, 


he retired to his own, and went to reſt. 

The houſe was crouded with country people 
who had been at a neighbouring fair, and now 
regaled themfelves with ale and tobacco in the 


y ard ; ſo that their confideration, which at any 


time was but ſlender, being now overwhelmed 
by this debauch, they ſtaggered into their reſpec- 
tive kennels, and left a lighted candle ſticking to 
one of the wooden pillars that ſupported the gal- 
lery. The flame in a little time laid hold on the 
wood, which was 2s dry as tinder, and the whole 
g: ery was on fire, when Peregrine ſuddenly wa- 
ked, and found him felf almoſt ſuifocated. He 
rut pg up in an inſtänt, flipped on his breeches, 

and throwing open the door of his chamber, jaw 
rs whole entry in a blaze. 

Heavens ! what were the emotions of his ſoul, 
when he beheld the volumes of flame and ſmoke 
rolling towards the reom where his dear Emilia 
lay! "Regardleſs of his own danger, he danted 
Limſelf through the thickeſt of the gloom, when 
knocking ba! , and calling at the ſame time £0 
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the ladies, with the moſt anxious intreaty to be 
admitted ; the door was opencd by Emilia in her 
ſhift, who aſked with the utmoſt trepidation, 
what was the matter? He made no reply, but 
ſnatching her up in his arms, like another Xneas, 
bore her through the flames to a place of ſafety; 
where leaving her before ſhe could recolleck her— 
ſelt, or pronounce one word, but “ Alas! inv 
couſin Sophy!“ he flew back to the reſcue of 
that young lady, and found her already delivered 
by Pipes, who having been alarmed by the ſmell 
of fire, had got up, ruſhed immediately to the 
chamber where he knew theſe companions lodg- 
ed, and (Emily being ſaved by her lover) brought 
off Miſs Sophy with the loſs of his own fhock 
head of hair, which was ſinged off in his re— 
treat, 

By this time the whole inn was alarmed ; evcry 
lodger as well as ſervant, exerted himſelf, in or- 
der to ſtop the progreſs of this calamity ; and 
there being a well replenithed horſe-pond in 
the yard in leſs than an hour the fire was to- 
tally extinguiſhed, without having done any other 
damage than that of conſuming about two yards or 
the wooden gallery. | 

All this time our young gentleman cloſely at- 


tended his fair charge, each of whom had ſwoon- 


ed with apprehenſton ; but as their conſtitutions 
were good, and their ſpirits not eaſily diſlipated, 
when upon reflection they found themielves and 
their company ſafe, and that the flames were 
appily quenched, the tumult of their fears ſub— 
ſidcd, they put on their cloaths, recovered thcir 
good humour, and began to rally each other on 
the trim in which they had been ſecured. Sophy 
obſerved, that now Mr. Pickle had an indiſputa- 
ble claim to her coulin's affection ; and therefore 
ſae ought to lay aſide all affected reſerve for the 
future, and frankly avow the ſentiments of her 
heart. Emily retorted the argument, putting 
her in mind, that by the ſame claim Mr. Pipes 
was intitled to the like return from her. Her 
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Pros {ente ſhe had of the obligation: *I do not 
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friend admitted the force of the concluſion, pro- 
viced the could not find means of ſatisfying her 
delivercr in another ſhape; and turning to the 
valet, who happencd to be preſent, aſked if his 
heart was not otherwiſe eng gaged : ? Tom, who did 
not conceive the meaning ot the queltion, ſtood 
lilent according to cuſtom : and the interrogation 
berng repeared, anſwered with a grin, “ He art 
whole as a biſcuit, I'll aſture you Miſtreſs.” 
« What ? (fad Emilia) have you never been in 
love; Thomas:“ © Yes, forſooth, (replied the 
valet without hefitation) ſometimes of a morning.” 
Peregrine could not help laughing, and his miſ- 
tics looked a little diſconcerted at this blunt re- 


hand, told him there was ſomething to puichaſe a 
periwig. Tom having conſulted his maſter's eyes, 
refuſed the preſent, ſaying, ** No, thank ye as 

zuch as if 1 did.“ And though ſhe inſiſted upon 
bis putting it in his pocket, as a ſmall reſtimony 
of her gratitude, he could not be prevailed upon 
to avail himſelf of her generoſity ; but following 
her to the other end of the room, thruſt it into 
her ſleeve without ceremony, exclaiming, “ 171 
be damned to hell if J do.” Peregrine having 
checked him for his booriſh behaviour, ſent him 
out of the room, and begged that Miſs gophy 
would not endeavour to debauch the morals of 
Lis ſervant, who, rough and uncultivated as he 
was, had ſenſe enough to perceive that he had no 
p. .etenſibn to any ſuch acknowledgment. But 
ſhe argued with great vehemence, that ſhe ſhould 
never be able to make an acknowleds ment ade- 
quate to the fervice he had done her, and that ſhe 
- ould never be perfectly caſy in her own min 

intil ſhe found tome oppo rtunity of manifcſting 


pretend (aid the) to reward Mr. Pipes, but I 
mall be ablotutely unhappy, unleſs I am 
” to give him ſome token of my re- 
Car. 
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Peregrine, thus earneſtly ſolicited, deſired that 
ſince ſhe was bent upon diſplaying her generoſity, 
ſhe would not beſtow upon him any pecuniaty 
gratification, but honour him with ſome trinket, 
as a mark of conſideration ; becauſe he himfelf 
had ſuch a particular value for the fellow, on ac- 
count of his attachment and fidelity, that he 
ſhould be ſorry to ſee him treated on the footing 

of a common mercenary domeſtic. 

There was not one jewel in the poſſeſſion of 
this grateful young lady, that ſhe would not have 
gladly given as a recompence,.or badge of dit- 
tinction to her reſcuer; but his maſter pitched 
upon a ſeal-ring of no great value that hung at 
her watch, and Pipes being called in, had per- 
miſſion to accept that teſtimony of Miſs Sophy's 
favour, Tom received it accordingly with ſun— 
dry ſcrapes, and having kiſſed it with great devo- 
tion, put it on his little finger, and ſtrutted off, 
extremely proud of his acquiſition. | 

Emilia, with a moſt enchanting ſweetneſs of 
aſpect, told her lover, that he had inſtructed her 
how to behave towards him ; and taking a dia- 
mond ring from her finger, deſired he would 
wear it for her ſake. He received the pledge as 
became him, and preſented another in exchange, 
which the at firſt refuſed, alledging that it would 

deſtroy the intent of her acknowledgment ; bur 
Peregrine aſſured her, he had accepted her jewel, 
not as a proof of her gratitude, but as the mark 
of her love; and that if the refuſed a mutval 
token, he ſhould look upon himſelf as the object 
of her diidain. Her eyes kindled, and her cheeks 
glowed with reſentment at this impudent intima- 
tion, which ſhe conſidered as an unſeaſonable in- 
ſult ; and the young gentleman perceiving her 
emotion, ſtood corrected for his temerity, and 
aſked pardon for the liberty of his remonſtrance, 
which he hoped ſhe would aſcribe to the preva- 


| lence of that principle alone, which he had al- 


ways taken pride in avowing. 
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that! Sophy ſccing him diſconcerted, interpoſed. in 
ty, his behalf, and chid her couſin for having prac- 
1aty 5 riſcd ſuch unneceſſary affectation upon which 
ket, . Emilia, ſoftened into compliance, held out her 
ifelt I finger as a ſignal of her condeſcenſion. Pere- 
ac- griine put on the ring with great eagerneſs, 
he mumbled her ſoft white hand in an extaſy which 
ing would not allow him to confine bis embraces to 
that limb, but urged him to ſeize her by the 
1 of waiſt, and ſnatched a delicious kiſs from her love- 
ave pouting lips; nor would he leave her a butt to 
liſ. the ridicule of Sophy, on whoſe mouth he in- 
led ſtantly committed a rape of the ſame nature; ſo 
at that the two friends, countenanced by each 
er- other, reprehended him with ſuch gentleneſs of 
y's rebuke, that he was almoſt tempted to rcpeat the 
n- oſtence. 
0s The morning being now lighted up, and the 
ff, ſervants of the inn on foot, he ordered ſome 
chocolate for breakfaſt, and at the deſire of the 
of ladies, ſent Pipes to ſee the horſes fed, and the 
> chariot prepared, while he went to the bar, and 
= diſcharged- the bill. 
d Theſe meaſures being taken, they ſet ou 
8 about five o'clock, and having refreſhed them 
L {clves and their cattle at another inn on the road, 
1 proceeded in the afternoon. Without mecting 
5 wWitꝰ ' any other accident, they ſafely arrived at the 
: place of their deſtination, where Mrs. Gauntlet 
- expreſſed her joy at ſecing her old friend Mr. 


Pickle, whom, however, the kindly reproached 
for the long diſcontinuance of his regard, Withe 
out explaining the cauſe of that interruption, he 
protecited that his love and eſteem had never 
been diſcontinued, and that for the future he 
ſhould omit no occaſion of teſtifying how much 
he had her friendthip at heart. She then made 
him acquainted with her fon, who at that time 
was in the houſe, being excuſed from his duty 
by furlow. | | 

This young man, whoſe name was Godfrey, | Wl 
was about the age of twenty, of a middling ſize, 
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vigorous make, remarkably well ſhaped, and the 
ſcars of the ſmall-pox, of which he bore a good 
number, added a peculiar manlineſs to the air of 
his countenance, His capacity was good, and 
his diſpoſition naturally frank and eaſy ; but he 
had been a ſoldier from his infancy, and his edu— 


looked upon taſte and letters as meer pedantry, 
beneath the conſideration of a gentleman, and 
Every civil ſtation of life as mean, when com- 
pared with the profeſſion of arms. He had made 
great progreſs in the gymnaſtic ſciences of danec— 
ing, fencing and riding, played perfectly well on 
the German flute, and above all things valued 
himſelf upon a ſcrupulous obſcrvance of all the 
points of honour. 

Had Peregrine and he confidercd themſelves 
upon equal footing, in all probability they woujd. 
have immediately entered into a league of jati- 
macy and friendſhip; but this fathcient ſoldier 
looked upon his fiſter's admirer as a young ſtu— 
dent raw from the univerſity, and utterly igno- 
rant of mankind; while ſquire Pickle beheld 
Godfrey in the light of a needy voluatcer, 
greatly inferior to himſelf in fortune, as well as 
every other accompliſhment This mutual miſ- 
underſtanding could not fail of producing ani— 
moſities. The very next day after Peregrizc's 
arrival, ſome ſharp rapartees paſſed between them 
in preſence of the ladies, before whom each en— 

deavoured to aſſert his own ſuperiority. In theſe 

conteſts our hero never failed of obtaining the 

victory, becauie his genius was more acute, and 

his talents better cultivated than thoſe of his an- 

tagoniſt, who therefore took umbrage at his ſuc- 

ceſs, became jealous of his reputation, and be- 

gan to treat him with marks of ſcorn and diſ- 

reſpect. | 

His ſiſter ſaw, and dreading the conſequence 

of his ferocity not only took him to taik in 

private for his impolite behaviour, but alſo in- 


cation was altogether in the military ſtile. He 
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treated her lover to make allowances for the 
roughneſs of her brother's education, He kindly 


aſſured her, that whatever pains it might coſt him 


* 


to vanquiſh his own impetuous temper, he would 
for her ſake endure all the mortifications to 
which her brother's arrogance might expoſe him; 
and aſter having ſtayed with her two days, and 
enjoyed ſeveral private interviews, during which 
he acted the part of a moſt paſſionate lover, he 
took his leave of Mrs. Gauntler over-night, and 


told the young ladies he would call early next 


morning to bid them farewel, He did not neg- 


lect this piece of duty, and found the two friends 
and breakfaſt already prepared in the parlour. 


All three being extremely affected with the 
thoughts of parting, a moſt pathetic filence for 
ſome time prevailed, till Peregrine put an end to 
it by lamenting his fate, in being obliged to exile 
himſelf fo long from the dear object of his moſt 
inteteſting with. He begged with the moſt car- 
neſt ſupplications, that ſhe would now, in con- 
ſideration of the cruel abſence he muſt ſuffer, 
give him the conſolation which ſhe had hitherto: 
refuſed, namely, that of knowing he poilefled 
a place within her heart. The contidante ſe- 
conded his requeſt, repreſenting that it was now 
no time to diſguiſe her ſentiments, when her 
lover was about to leave the kingdom, and might 
be in danger of contracting other connexions, 
unlefs he was confirmed in his conſtancy, by 
knowing how far he could depend upon her love; 
and in ſhort, ſhe was plicd with ſuch irreſiſtible 
importunities, that ſhe anſwered in the utmoſt 
confuſion, © Though I have avoided literal ac- 
knowledgments, methinks the circumitances of 
my behaviour might have convinced Mr. Pickle, 
that I do not regard him as a common acquaint- 
ance,” „ My charming Emily! (cried the im- 


patient lover, throwing himſelf at her feet) why 
wilt you deal out my happineſs in ſuch ſcanty. 
portions; Why will you thus mince the decles. 
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ration which would overwhelm me with plc;. 
ſure, and chear my lonely reflection, while [ ſigh 
amid the ſolitude of ſeparation ?” His fair mi- 
treſs, melted by this image, replied, with the 
tears guſhing from her eyes, © I'm afraid I ſhall 
feel that ſeparation more ſeverely than you ima— 
gine.“ Tranſported at this flattering confeſſion, 
he preſied her to his breaſt, and while her head 
reclined upon his neck, mingled his tears with 
her's in great abundance, breathing the moſt 
tender vows of cternal fidelity. The gentle heart 
of Sophy could not bear this ſcene unmoved ; 
fhe wept with ſympathy, and enconraged the 
lovers to religa themſelves to the will of fate, 
and ſupport their ſpirits with the hope of meet- 
ing again on happier terms. Finally, after mu- 
tual promiſes, exhortations, and endearments, 
Peregrine took his leave, his heart being fo fult 
that he could fcarce pronounce the word Adieu! 
and mounting his horſe at the door, ſet out with 
Pipes for the garriſon. 


CE RE A ũ 


Peregrine is overtaken by Mr, Gauntlet, 25 
whom he fights a duel, ond contracts an intin ot 
Friendfnip. He arrives at the garriſon, and finds 
his. mother as implacable as ever. He is infu/ted 
by his brother Gam, whaſe precepror be diſciplines 
with a horfe-whip. 


JN order to expel the melancholy images that 
took poſſeſſion of his fancy, at parting from 
his miſtreſs, he called in the flattering ideas of 
thoſe pleaſures he expected to enjoy in France; 
and before he had rode ten milcs, his imagination 
was effectually amuſed. 
While he thus proſecuted his travels by anti- 
cipation, and indulged himſelf in all the inſo— 
lence of hope, at the turning of a lane he was 
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all cf a ſudden overtaken by Emilia's brother on 
horſcback, who told him he was riding the ſame 
way, and ſhould be glad ot his-company. 

This young gentleman, whether prompted by 
perſonal pique, or actuated with zeal for the 
honour of his family, had followed our hero, 
with a view of obliging him to explain the nas 
ture of his attachment to his ſiſter. Peregrine 
returned his compliment with ſuch difſdainful 
civility, as gave him room to believe that he 


! ſuſpeRed his errand ; and therefore, without ſur- 


ther preamble, he declared his buiineis in theſe 


words: „ Mr. Pickle, you have carried on a 


correſpondence with my fiſter for ſome time, 
and 1 ſhould be glad to know the nature of it.“ 
To this queſtion our lover replied, “ Sir, 1 
Diould be glad to know what title you have to 
demand that ſatis faction?“ * Sir (anſwered the 
other) I demand it in the capacity of a brother, 
jealcus of his own honour, as well as of his 
ſiſter's reputation, and if your intentions ate 
honourable, you will not refuſe it?“ “ Sir, (ſaid 
Peregrine) I am not at preſent diſpoſed to appeal 
to your opinion for the rectitude of my inten- 
tions; and [ think you aſſume a little too much 
importance, in pretending to judge my conduct.” 
« Sir, (replied the ſoldier) I pretend to judge 
the conduct of every man who interſeres with my 
concerns, and even to chaſtiſe him. if I think he 
act amiſs.” „ Chaſtiie! (cried the youth with 
indignation in his looks) ſure you dare not 
apply that term to me?” „ You are miſtaken 
(aid Godfrey) I dare do any thing that be- 
comes the character of a gentleman.” Gen- 
ticman, God wot ! (replied the other, looking 
contemptuouſly at his equipage, which was none 
ok the moſt ſuperb) a very pretty gentleman, 
truly!” The toldier's wrath was inflamed by 
tais jronical repetition, the contempt of which 
Bis conſcious poverty made him feel; and he 
called his antagoniſt preſumptuous boy, inſolent 
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torted with great bitterneſs. A formal chal. 
lenge having paſſed between them, they alighted 
at the firſt iun, and walked into the next field, 
in order to decide their quarrel by the ſword, 
Having pitched upon the 1pot, helped to pull off 
each other's boots, and laid aſide their coats and 
waiſtcoats, Mr. Gauntlet told his opponent, that 
he himſelf was looked upon in the army as an 
expert ſwordſman, and that if Mr. Pickle had 
not made thar ſcience his particular ſtudy, they 
ſhould be upon a more equal footing in uſing piſ- 
tols. Peregrine was too much incenſed to thank 
him for his plain dealing, and too confident of 
his own {kill to reliſh the other's propoſal, which 
he accordingly rejected: then drawing his ſword, 
he obſerved, that were he to treat Mr. Gauntlet 
according to his deſerts he would order his man 
to puniſh his audacity with an horſe-whip. Ex- 
afpcrated at this expreſhon, which he conſidered 
as an indelible affront, he made no reply, but 
attacked his adverſary with equal ferocity and 
addreis. The youth parried his firſt and ſecond 
thruſt, but received the third in the outſide of 
his ſword arm. Though the wound was ſuper» 
ficial, he was tranſported with rage at ſight of 
his own blood, and returned the aſſault with 
ſuch fury and precipitation, that Gauatlet, loth 
to take advantage of his unguarded heat, ſtood 
upon the defenſive. In the ſecond longe, Pe— 
regrine's weapon entering a kind of net work 
in the ſhell of Godfrey's tword, the blade ſnap- 
ped in two, and left him at the mercy of the 
ſoldier, who, far from making an inſolent uſe 
of the victory he had gained, put up his Toledo 
with great deliberation, like a man who had 
been uſed to that kind of rencounters, obſerved 
that ſuch a blade as Peregrine's was not to be 
truſted with a man's life: then adviſing the on- 
er to treat a gentleman in diſtreſs with more re- 
ſpec for the future, he flippec on his boots, and 


_ upſtart, with other epithets, which Perry re- | 
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re- with ſullen dignity of demeanour ſtalked back to ! 
hal- . the inn. 4 
ted Though Pickle was extremely mortified at his 

eld, Þ miſcarriage in this adventure, he was allo {truck 

"Id, with the behaviour of his antagoniſt, which af- | 
olf Þ {ected him the more, as he underſtood that God- A 
ind | frey's fert“ had proceeded from the jealous ſen- 

hat FJ fibility of a gentleman declined into the vale of l 
an Þ misfortune. Gauntlet's valour and moderation 1 
ad Þ induced him to put a favourable conſtruction on : 
ey all thoſe circumſtances of that young ſoldier's Z 
ifs conduct, which before had given him diſguſt, BH 
nk Though in any other caſe he would have in- | | 
of duſtriouſly avoided the leaſt appearance of ſub- 
ch ] miilion, he followed his conqueror to the inn, 


d, with a view of thanking him for his generous q 
et | forbearance, and of ſoliciting his friendſhip and 8 
in | correſpondence. : 
x- © Godfrey had his foot in the ſtirrup to mount, 2 
'd | when Peregtine coming up to him, defired he l 
it Þ would defer his departure for a quarter of an p 
d hour, and favour him with a little private con- s 
d verſation. The ſoldier, who miſtook the mean- _ 
f Þ ing of the requeſt, immediately quitted his horſe, 1 

and followed Pickle into a chamber, where he £ 


Ff expected to find a brace of piſtols loaded on the 
2 table; but he was very agreeably deceived, when 
1 our hero, in the moſt reſpectful terms, acknow- | 
l ledged his noble deportment in the field, owned 1 
. that till then he had miſunderſtood his character, | : 
: and begged that he would honour him with his 5 
| mtimacy and correſpondence. l 
| Gauntlet, who had ſeen undoubted proofs of f 
5 Peregrine's courage, which had conſiderably | 
| raiſed him in his eſteem, and had ſenſe enough to 

perceive that this conceſſion was not owing to any 

ſordid or ſiniſter motive, embraced his ofter with 


demonſtrations of infinite ſatisfaction. When 
he underſtood the terms on which Mr. Pickle "= 
was with his ſiſter, he proffered his ſervice in his q 


turn, either as agent, mediator, or confidant: 
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nay, to give this. new friend a convincing proof 
of his fincerity, he diſcloſed to him a paſſion 
which he had for ſome time entertained for his 
couſin Miſs Sophy, though he durſt not reveal 


his ſentiments to her father, leſt he ſhould be! 


offended at his preſumption, and withdraw bis 
protection from the family. 
Peregrine's generous heart was wrung with 


anguiſh, when. he underſtood that this young 


gent! cman, who was the only ſon of a diſtin— 
guiſhed officer, had carried arms for the ſpace 
of five years, without being able to obtain a ſubs» 
altern's commiſſion, though he had always be- 
haved with remarkable regularity and ſpirit, and 
acquired the friendſhip and eſteem of all the of- 
ficers under whom he had ſerved, 

He would, at that time, with the utmoſt loa 
ſure have ſhared his finances wit th him; but as 
he would not run the ritk- of offending the young 
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ſoldier's delicacy of honour, by a premature ex- 
ertion of his liberality, he reſolved to infinuate.} 
himſelf into an intimacy with him, before he 
would venture to take ſuch freedoms; and with 
that view preſied Mr. Gauntlet to accompany | 
him to the garriſon, where he did not doubt of | 


having influence enough to make him a welcome 


gueſt. Godfrey thanked him very courteouſly | 
tor his invitation, which he ſaid he could not 


immediately accept, but. promiſed if he would | 


favour him with a leiter, and fix the time at 
which he propoſed to ſet out for France, he would, 
endeavour to viſit him at the commodore's s habi- # 


tation, and from thence give him a convoy to 
Dover. This new treaty bein ng iettled, and a doſl 8 


of lint, with A inp of plaiſtcr applied to our ad- 3 


venturer's wound, he parted from the brother of 7 
his dear Emilia, to whom and his friend Sophy he 
ſent his kindeſt withes ; and having lodged one 
niglit upon the road, arrived the next day in the 
afternoon at the garriſon, where he found all his 
friends in good health, and overjoyed at Bis re- 
turn. 
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all dimenſions: Trunnion himſelf had long be- 
fore this time yielded to the torrent of her arbi- 
trary ſway ; though not without divers obſtinate 
eſlſorts to maintain his liberty; and now, that he 
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The commodore, who was by this time turned 


of ſeventy, and altogether crippled by the gout, 


ſeldom went abroad; and as his converſation was 
not very entertaining, had but little company 


within doors; ſo that his ſpirits muſt have quite 
ſtagnated, had not they been kept in motion by 
the converſation of Hatchway, and received at 


different times a wholeſome ſillip from the diſci- 
pline of his ſpouſe, who, by the force of pride, 


tyranny in the houte. 


every ſuit of livery had been worn by figures of 


hear his empreſs ſinging the loud Orthyan ſong 


among the fervants below, he would often in 
whiſpers communicate to the lieutenant hints of 


what he. would do if ſo be as how he was not 


deprived of the uſe of his precious limbs. Hatch- 
way was the only perſon whom the temper of 
Mrs, Trunnion reſpected, either becauſe ſhe : 


dreaded his ridicule, or looked upon his perſon 
with eyes of aifection. This being the fituation 
of things in the garriſon, it is not to be doubted 
that the old gentleman highly enjoyed the pre- 
ſence of Peregrine, who found means to ingrati- 
ate himſelf ſo effectually with bis aunt, that while 
he remained at home, ſhe ſeemed to have ex- 
changed the diſpoſition of a tygreſs, for that of a 
gentle kid: but he fouud his own mother as impla- 
cable, and his father as much hen-pecked as ever. 

Gamaliel, who now very icidom enjoyed the 
converſation of his old friend the commodore, 
had ſome time ago entered into an amicable ſo- 
ercty, conſiſting of the barber, apothecary, attor- 


You, I. 
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liſten to their diſputes upon philoſophy and po- 1 


litics, with great comfort and edification, while 


his ſovereign lady domineered at home as uſual, 
viſited with great pomp in the neighbourhood, 
and employed her chief care in the education of 
her darling fon Gam, who was now in the fif- 3 
t:cnth year of his age, and fo remarkable for his 
perverſe diſpoſition, that in ſpite of his mother's * 
influence and authority, he was not only hated, Þ 
but alſo deſpiſed both at home and abroad. She 
had put him under the tuition of the curate, who 
lived in the family, and was obliged to attend“ 
him in all his exerciſes and excurfions. This + 
governor was a low bred fellow, who had nci- 
ther experience nor ingenuity, but poſſeſſed a 
large fund of adulation and ſervile complaiſance, 
by which he had gained the good graces of Mrs. 
Pickle, and preſided over all her deliberations 
in the ſame manner as his ſuperior managed 
thoſe of Mrs. Trunnion. | 

He had one day rode out to take the air with 
his pupil, who, as I have already obſerved, was 
odious to the poor people, for having killed their 
dogs and broken their incloſures, and on account | 
of his hump, diſtinguiſhed by the title of My 7 
Lord; when in a narrow lane they chanced to- 
meet Peregrine on horſeback. 9 

The young ſquire no ſooner perceived his elder :: 
brother, for whom he had been inſtructed to en- 
tertain the moſt inveterate grudge, than he re- 
ſolved to inſult him en paſart, and actually rode? 
againſt him full gallop. Our hero gueſling his 
aim, fixed himſelf in his ſtirrups, and by a de-, 
terous management of the reins, avoided the] 
ſhock in ſuch a manner, as that their legs only |! 
ſhould encounter, by which means my lord was ||: 
tilted out of his ſaddle, and in a twinkling laid | 
Tprawling in the dirt. The governor, enraged at Þ 
the diſgrace of his charge, advanced with great“ 
znſolence and fury, and ſtruck at Peregrine with 
his whip. Nothing could be more agrecable te |. 
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our young gentleman than this aſſault, which 
furniſhed him with an opportunity of chaſtiſing 
an officious wretch, whote perulance and malice 
he bad longed to puniſh, He therefore, ſpurring 
up his horſe towards his antagoniſt, overthrew 
him in the middle of a hedge: Before he had time 
to recolle& himfelf from the confuſion of the 
fall, Pickle alighted in a trice, and exerciſed his 
horſe-whip with ſuch agility about the curate's 
face and cars, that ke was fain to proſtrate him- 
ſelf before his enrayed conqueror, and implore 
his forbearance in the moſt abject terms. While 
Peregrine was thus employed, his brother Gam 
had made ſlrift to riſe and attack him in the rear; 
for which rcaſon, when the tutor was quelled, 
the victor faced about, ſnatched the weapon out 
of his hand, and having broken it in pieces, re- 
mounted his horſe, and rode off, without deign— 
ing to honour him with any other notice. 

The condition in which they returned pro- 
duced infinite clamour againſt the conqueror, 
who was repreſented as a raſſian who had lain 
in ambuſh to make away with his brother, in 
whoſe defence the curate was ſaid to have reccive 
ed thoſe cruel ſtripes, that hindered him from 
appearing for thice whole weeks in the perform- 
ance of his duty at church, 

Complaints were made to the commodore, 
who having inquired into the circumſtances of 


{7 the affair, approved of what his nephew had 


done; adding, with many oaths, that, provided 
Peregrine had been out of the fcrape, he wiſhed 
Crook back had broke his neck in the fall. 


CH A FF. XXIX. 


He prejeds a plan of revenge, which is exccuted 


againſt the curate 


UR hero, exaſperated at the villainy of the 

curate, in the treacherous miſrepreſeutation 
he had made of this rencounter, drtermined te 
I 2 
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practiſe upon him a method of revenge, which 
ſhould be not only effectual, but alſo unattended 


with any bad conſequence to himſelf. For this 


purpoſe he and Hatchway, to whom he imparted 
his plan, went to the ale-houſe one evening, and 
called for an empty room, knowing there was no 
other but that which they had choten tor the 
ſcene of action. This apartment was a fort of a 
parlour that fronted the kitchen, with a window 
towards the yard; where, after they had ſat 
ſome time, the lieutenant found means to amuſe 
the landlord in diſcourſe, while Peregrine ftep- 
ping out into the yard, by the talent of mimickry, 


which he poſlefied in a-ſurprifiag degree, coun- 


terfeited a dialogue between the curate and Tun— 
ley's wife. This reaching the ears of the pub- 
lican, for whoſe hearing it was calculated, in- 
flamed his niturally jealous diſpoſition to ſuch a 
degree, that he could not conceal his emotion, 
but made an hundred eflorts to quit the room; 
while the lieutenant, ſmoking his pipe with 
great gravity, as if he neither heard what paſted, 
nor took notice of the landlord's diſorder, detain- 
ed him on the ſpot by a ſucceſſion of queſtions 
which he could not refuſe to anſwer; tho' he 
ſtood ſweating with agony all the time, ſtretching 
his neck every inſtant towards the window thro? 
which the voices were conveyed, ſcratching his 
head, and exhibiting ſundry other ſymptoms of 
impatience and agitation, At length, the ſup— 
poted converſation came to ſuch a pitch of amo— 
rous complaifance, that the huſband, quite fran- 
tic with his imaginary diſgrace, ruſhed out at 
the door, crying, Coming, Sir.“ But, as he was 
obliged to make a circuit round one half of the 
houſe, Peregriae had got in by the window, be» 
fore Tunley arrived in the yard. 

According to the feigned intelligence he had 
received, he ran directly to the barn, in expecta- 
tion of making ſome very extraordinary diſco- 
very: and having employed ſome minutes in 
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rummaging the ſtraw to no purpoſe, returned in 
a ſtare of diſtraction to the kitchen, juſt as his 
wife chanced to enter at the othcr deor. The 
circumſtance of her appearance confirmed him 
in the opinion that the deed was done. As the 
diſeaſe of being hen-pecked was epidemic in the 
pariſh, he durſt not expreſs the leaſt hint of his 
uncaſineſs to her, but refoived to take vengeance 
an the libidinous pricſt, who, he imagined, had 
corrupted the chaſtity of his ſpouſe. | 
The two confederates, in order to be certi— 
fied that their icheme had taken affect, as well 
as to blow up the flame which they had kindled, 
called for Tunley, in whoſe countenance they 
could eaſily diſcern his confuſion. Peregrine de- 
firing him to fit down and drink a glaſs with 
them, began to interrogate him about his family, 
and among other things, aſked him how long. he 
had been married to that handſome wife? This 
queſtion, which was put with an arch ſignificance 
of look, alarmed the publican, who began to 
fear that Pickle had overheard his diſhonour ; and 
this ſuſpicion was not at all removed, when the 
lieutenant, with a ſly regard, pronounced, “ Tun- 
ley, wan't you nooted by the curate ??' „ Yes, I 
was,” (replied the landlord, with an eagerneſs 
and perplexity of tone, as if he thought the lieu- 
tenant kaew, that thereby hung a tale;) and 


Hatchway ſupported this ſuſpicion, by anſwering, 


« Nay, as for that matter, the curate may be a 
very ſufficient man in his way.” This tranſition 
from his wife to the curate, convinced him that 
his ſhame was known to lus gueſts; and in the 
tranſport of his indignation, he pronounced with 
great emphaſis, © A ſufficient man! Odds heart! 
I believe they are all wolves in ſheep's cloathing. 
I with to God I could ſee the day, maſter, when 
there ſhall not be a prieſt, an exciſeman, or a 
cuſtom-houſe officer 1n this kingdom. As for 
that fellow of a curate, if I do catch him It. 


don't ſignity talking haut, by the Lord 
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Gentlemen my ſervice to you.” 


Rad 


r 


w% THE ADVENTURES OF 


The affociates being ſatisfied by theſe abrupt 
inſinuations, that they bad ſo far ſucceeded in 
their aim, waited with impatience two or three 
days in expectation of hearing that Tunley had 
fallen upon ſome method of being revenoed for 
this imaginary wrong: but finding that either his 
Invention was too ſhallow, or his- inclination too 
languid to gratify their defire of his own accord, 
they determined to bring the aſtair to ſuch a cri- 
ſis, that he ſhould not be able to withſtand the 1 
opportunity of executing his vengeance, With 
this view, they one evening hired a boy to run 
to Mr. Pickle's houſe, and tell the curate, that 
Mrs. Tunley being taken ſuddenly ill, her huf- 
band defred he would come immediately, and 
pray with her. Mean while, they had taken 
pofleſſion of a room in the houte ; and Hatch- 
way engaging the landlord in converſation, 8 2- 
regrine in his return from the yard, obſerv ed, 

if by accident, that the parſon was gone into 8 
kitchen, in order, as he ſuppoſed, to catechiſe 
Tunley's wife. 

The publican ſtarted at this intelligence, and 
under pretence of ſerving another company in 
the next room, went out to the barn, where arm- 
ins bimſclf with a fail, he repaircd to a lane thro! 
which the curate was under a neceſſity of paſting 
in his way home, There he lay in ambuſh, with 
full intent; and when the tippoiced author of his 
ſhame arrived, greeted him in the dark with ſuch 
a ſalutation, as To reed him to ſtagger backward 
three paces at leaſt. If the ſecond applic ation had 
taken effect, in all ne e that {pot would 
have been me boundary of the parſon's mortal pe- 
regrination; but, luckily for him, his artagoniſt 
was not expert in the management of his weapon, 
which by a twilt of the thong that connected 
the legs, inſtead of pitching upon the head of the 
aſtonithed curate, deſcended in an oblique di- 
rection on his own pate, with fuch a ſwing, that 
the Kull actually zung like an apothecary' o mor- 
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rupt F tar, and ten thouſand lights ſeemed to dance be- 
1 in fore his eyes. The curate recollecking himſelf 
wee during the reſpite he obtained from this accident, 
had and believing his aggreſtor to be ſome thief who 
for lurked in that place for prey, reſolved to make 
his a running fight, until the thould arrive within cry 
too of his habitation. With this detign he raiſed up 
rd, his cudgel for the defence of his head, and be- 


dri. taking himſelf to his heels, began to roar for 
he help with the lungs of a Stentor. Tunley throw- 
th ing away the flail, which he durſt no longer truſt 
un with the execution of his revenge, purſued the 
at fugitive with all the ſpeed he could exert ; and 
if the other, either unnerved by fear, or ſtum- 
1d bling over a ſtone, was overtaken before he had 
en run an hundred paces. He no ſooner felt the 
he. wind of the publican's fiſt that whiſtled round 
e- his cars, than he fell flat upon the earth at full 
is length, and the cudget flew from his ünclafping 
e hand; when Tunley ſpringing like a tyger upon 
ſe his back, rained ſuch a ſhower of blows upon his 
| carcaſe, that he imagined himſelf under the diſci- 
4 pline of ten pair of fiſts ar leaſt ; yet the imagi- 
1 nary cuckold, not ſatisfied with annoying the 
Th pricſt in this manner, laid hold on one of his 
„ cars with his teeth, and bit ſo unmercifully, that 
3 [i the curate was found almoſt entranced with pain 
1 by two labourers, at whoſe approach the aſlail-- 
; ant retreated unperceived. 
\ The lieutenant had poſted himſelf at the win— 
1 dow, in order to ſce the landſord at his firſt re- 
{ turn; and no ſooner perceived him enter the 
| yard, than he called him into the apartment, 
impatient to learn the effects of their ſtratagem. 
Tunley obeyed the ſummons, and appeared be- 
F fore his gueſts in all the violence of rage, diſor— 
: der and fatigue ; his noſtrils were dilated more 
F tzan one halt beyond their natural capacity, his 
0 eyes rolled, his teeth chattered, he ſnored in 
7 breathing as if he had been oppreſſed by the 
= night- marc, and ſtreams of ſweat flowed down 


each ſide of his forchead, 
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Peregrine aſſecting to ſtart at the approach of 
ſuch an uncouth ſigure, aſked if he had been 
-wreſtling with a ſpirit; upon which he anſwered 7 
with great vehemence, „Spirit! No, no, maſter, ? | 
I have had a roll and tumble with the fleſh. A © 
dog! I'll teach him to come a caterwauling about 
my doors.“ Gueſſing from this reply, that his 
| aim was accompliſhed, and curious to know the * 
| particulars of the. rencounter, “ Well then, (ſaith 
the youth) 1 hope you have prevailed againſt the 
AHeſh, Tunley.“ Tes, yes, (anſwered the pub- 
lican) I have cooled his capiſſens, as the ſaying 
is: I have played ſucha tune about his ears, that 
J'Il be bound he ſhan't long for muſic this month. 
A goatiſh ram-faced raſcal! Why, he's a perfect 
pPuariſh bull, as I hope. to live.” 
| Hatchway obſerving that he ſeemed to have 
made a ſtout battle, deſired he would fit down 
and recover wind; and after he had ſwallowed a 
brace of bumpers, his vanity prompted him to ex- 
patiate upon his own exploit in ſuch a manner, 
that the confederates, without ſeeming to know = 
the curate was his antagoniſt, became acquainted 
with every circumſtance of the ambuſcade. I 
Tunley had ſcarce got the better of his agita- | © 
tion, when his wife entering the room, told 
them by way of news, that ſome waggiſh body |: 
had ſent Mr. Sackbut the curate to pray with her. 
This name inflamed the huſband's choler anew, | 
and forgetting all his complaiſance for his ſpouſe. | 
he replied with a rancorous grin, © Add rabbit 
him! I doubt not but you found his admonitions 
' deadly comfortable!” The landlady looking 
at her vafſal with a ſovereign aſpect, © What 
; crotchets (ſaid ſhe) have you got in your fool's 
| Head, I trow? I know no buſineſs you have to 
ſit here like a gentleman with your arms akimbo, 
when there's another company in the houſe to 
be ſerved.” The fubmiſkve huſband took the 
Hint, and, without further expoſtulation, ſneak- 


ed opt-of the room, 
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Next day it was reported, that Mr. Sackbut 
had been way-led, and almoſt murdered by rob- 
bers, and an advertiſement was paſted upon the 
church-door, offering a reward to any perſon that 
ſrould diſcover the atlaiin; but he reaped no 1a- 
tisfation from this expedient, and was confined 
to his chamber a whole fortnight, by tke bruiſes 


he had received. 


CH AF, AAA. 
Mr. Sackbut and his pupil conſpire ogainſ? Pere- 


grine, who being apprized of their deſign by bis 
fijter, fakes meaſures for C7741 gr WAI king their 
ſcheme, which is exrcuted by miflake «pou Mr, 
Gauntlet. Fig vu ſoldier nicets with 42 COr- 
dial reception from lh commoudore, who generouſly 
decoys him into his own intereſt. 


X THEN he conſidered the circumſtances of 
the ambuſcade, he could not perſuade 
himſelf that he had been aſſaulted by a common 
thicf, becauſe it was not to be ſuppoſed that a 
robber would have amuſed himſelf in pummelin 
rather than in rifling his prey; he therefore af- 
cried his misfortune to ſecret enmity of ſome 
perſon who had a defign upon his life; and upon 
mature deliberation, fixed his ſuſpicion upon 
Peregrine, who was the only man on carth from 
whom he thought he deſerved ſuch treatment. 
He communicated his conjecture to his pupil, 
who readily adopted his opinion, and adviſed him 
ſtreauouſly to revenge the wrong by a like con- 
trivance, without iccking to make a narrower 
inquiry, leſt his enemy thould be thercby put 
upon his guard. 

This propoſal being reliſhed, they in concert 
revolved the means of retorting the ambuſh wit 
intereſt, and actually laid ſuch a villanous plan 
for attacking our hero in the dark, a, had ic 
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been executed according to their intention, the 
Jonny gentleman's ſcheme of travelling would 

ave been eſſectually marred, But their machi— 
nations were overheard by Miſs Pickle, who was 
now in the ſeventeenth year of her age, and, in 
tpite of the prejudice of education, entertained 
in ſecret a moſt ſiſterly affection for her brother 
Perry, though ſhe had never ſpoke to him, ar 2“ 
xas deterred by the precepts, vigilance, and me- 
naces of her mother, from attempting any means 
of meeting him in private. She was not, hows- 
ever, inſenſible to his praiſe, which was loudly 
ſounded forth in the neighbourhood, and never 
Failed of going to church, and every other place, 
where ſhe thought ſhe might have an opportunity 
of ſeeing this amiable brother. With theſe ſen- 
timents it cannot be ſuppoſed that the would hear 
the conſpiracy without emotion. She was ſhock- 
ed at the treacherous barbarity of Gam, and 
Muddered at the proſpect of the danger to which 
Peregrine would be expoſed from their malice, 
She durſt not communicate this plot to her mo- 
ther, becauſe ſhe was afraid thatlady's unaccount- 
able averſion for her firſt born would hinder her 
from interpoſing in his behalf, and conſequent] 
render her a fort of accomplice in the guilt of his 
aſſaſſins, She therefore reſolved to warn Pere» 
grine of the conſpiracy, an account of which ihe 
tranſmitted to him in an affectionate letter, by 
means of a yonng gentleman in that neighbour- 
Hood, who made his addreſſes to her at that time, 
and who, at her requeſt, offered his ſervice to our 
hero, in defeating the projects of his adverſaries, 

Peregrine was ſtartled when he read the parti- 
culars of their fcheme, which was no other than 
an intention to fally upon him when he ſhould 
be altogether unprovided againſt fuch an attack, 
cut off his ears, and otherwiſe mutilate him in 
ſuch a manner, that he ſhould have no cauſe to 
be vain of his perſon for the future. 

Incenſed as he was agaiaſt the brutal diſpaſi- 
zjioa if his own father's fon, he cculd not bl 
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being moved at the integrity and tenderneſs of his: 
liſter, of whoſe inclinations towards him he had 
been hitherto kept in ignorance. He thanked the 
gentleman for his honourable dealing, and ex- 


in preſſed a deſire of being better acquainted with 
q his virtues ; told him, that now he was cautioned, 


K he hoped there would be no neceſſity for giving 
him any further trouble, and wrote by him a 
7. J +:tter of acknowledgment to his ſiſter, for whom 
he expreſſed the utmoſt love and regard, be- 
ſceching her to favour him with an interview be- 
fore his departure, that he might indulge his fra- 


td 
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* ternal fondneſs, and be bleſſed with the company 
Tad countenance of one at leaſt belonging to his 
„ oven family. 

„ Having imparted this diſcovery to his friend 
- 7 Hatchway, they came to a reſolution of counter= 
T7 mining the plan of their enemies. As they 
„ did not chooſe to expoſe themſelves to the inſi- 
d 1 nations of ſlander, which would have cxerted 
. iticif at their expence, had they, even in de- 
5 tcading themſelves employed any harſh means of 


retaliation, they invented a method of diſap- 
pointing and diſgracing their foes, and 1mme- 
diately ſct Pipes at work to forward the prepa- 
rations, | 

kiſs Pickie having deſcribed the ſpot which 
the aſlailins had pitched upon for the ſcene of 
their vengeance; our triumvirate intended to 
have placed a centinel among the corn, wha 
ſhould come and give them intelligence when the 
ambuſcade was laid; and in conſequence of that 
information, they would ſteal ſoftly towards the 
place, attended by three or four of the do- 
mcſtics, and draw a large net over the conſpi- 
ratots, who being intangled in the toil, ſhould 
be diſarmed, fettered; heartily ſcourged, and ſuſ- 
pended between two trees in the ſnare, as a ſpec- 
tacle to all paſſengers that ſhould chance to tra- 
vel that way. 


modore made acquainted with the whole affair, 


p I 6 


The plan being thus digeſted, and the com- 


_— 2 — — 


— — 2 — 


204 THE ADVENTURES O 


the ſpy was ſent upon duty, and every body 
within doors prepared to go forth upon the firlt 
notice. One whole evening did they ſpent in the 
moft impaticnt expectation, but on the ſecond 
the ſcout crept into the garriſon, and aſſured 
them, that he had perceived three men ſkulk- 
ing behind the hedge, on the road that led to 


the public houſe from which Percgrine and the, x 


lieutenant uſed every night to return about that 
hour. Upon this intelligence the confedcrates, 
{t out immediately with all thcir implements, 
Approaching the ſcene with as little noife as 
potitble, they heard the found of blows; and 
though the night was dark, perceived a fort of 
tumultuous conflict on the very ſpot which the 
conſpirators had poſletied. Surpriſed at this oc- 
currence, the meaning of which he could not 
comprehend, Peregrine ordered his myrmidons 
to halt and reconnoitre; and immediately his cars 
were ſaluted with an cxclamation ot You 


ſan't ſca pe me, raſcal.” The voice being quite 


familiar to him, he all at once divined the caute 
of that confuſion which they had obſerved; and 
running -p to the afftiſtince of the exclaimer, 
found a fellow on his knees begging his life of 


<. 


Mr. Gauntlet, who ſtood over him with a naked 


hanger in his hand. 

Pickle inſtantly made himſelf known to his 
friend, who told him, that having left his horſe 
at Tunley's, he was in his way to tlic garriſon ſet 
upon by three rufftans, one of whom being the 


very individual perſon now in his power, bad | 


come behind him, and ſtruck with a bludgeon at 
bis head, which however he mijled, and the in- 
ſtrument deſcended on his left ſhoulder; that up— 


on drawing his hanger, and laying about him in 


the dark, the other two fled, Icaving their com- 
panion, whom he had diſabled, in the lurch, 

a Peregrine congratulated him upon his ſafety, 

and having ordered Pipes to {ccure the prifoner, 

conducted Mr. Gauntlet to the garriſon, where he 
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met with a very hearty reception from the com- 
modore, to whom he was introduced as his ne- 
phew's intimate friend; not but that, in all like- 
lihood, he would have abated ſomewhat of his 
hoſpitality, had he known that he was the bro- 
ther of Perry's miſtreſs ; but her name the old 
gentleman had n:ver thought of aſking, when 
he enquired into the particulars of his godſon's 
amour, | EE - 

The captive being examined, in preſence of 
Trunnion and all his adberents, touching the am- 
buſcade, owned, that being in the ſervice of 
Gam Pickle, he had been prevailed upon by the 
ſolicitations of his maſter and the curate, to ac= 
company them in their expedition, and under- 
take the part which he had acted againſt the 
ſtranger, whom he and his employers miſtook 
for Peregrine. In confideration of this frank ac- 
knowledgment, and a ſevere wound he had re- 
ceived in his right arm, they reſolved to inflict 
no other puniſhment on this malefactor, than to 
detain him all night in the gariſon, and next 
morning carry him before a juſtice of the peace, 
to whom he repeated all that he had ſaid over- 
night, and with his own hand ſubſeribed his cone 
felon, copies of which were handed about the 
neighbourhood, to the unſpeakable confuſion and 
diigrace of the curate and his promiting pupil. 

Mean while Trunnion treated the young fol- 
dicr with uncommon marks of retpect, being pre— 
poſſeſſed in his favour by this adventure, which 
he had ſo gallantly atchieved, as well as by the 
encomiums that Peregrine beſtowed upon his va- 
lour and generofty. He liked his countenance, 
which was bold and hardy, admired his Hercu- 
lean limbs, and delighted in aſking queſtions 
concerning the ſervice he had teen. 

The day after his arrival, while the converſa- 
tion turned on this laſt ſubject, the commedote, 
taking the pipe out of his mouth, Il tell vou 
what, brother (aid he), tive and forty years ago, 
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when T was third lieutenant of the Warwick 
man of war, there was a very {tout young fellow 
on board, % ſubaltern officer of marines; his 
name was not unlike your own, d'ye fee, being 
Guntlet, with a G. 1 remember he and I could 
not abide one another at firſt, becauſe, d'ye ſee, 


I was a ſailor and he a land-man, till we fell in 


with a Frenchman, whom. we engaged for eight 
glaſtes, and at length boarded and took. 1 was 
the firſt man that ſtood on the enemy's deck, and 
ſhould have come ſcurvily off, d'ye ice, if 
Guiitlet, had not jumped to my afliſtance; but 


we ſoon cleared ſhip, and drove them to cloſe. 


quarters, ſo that they were obliged to ſtrike; 
and from that day Guntlet and I were ſworn 
brothers as long as he remained on board. He 
was exchanged into a marching regiment, and 
what became of him, afterwards, Lord in hea- 


ven knows; but this I'll fay of him, whether 
he be dead or alive, he feared no man that ever 


wore a head, and was, moreover a very hcatty 
meſſmatc.“ 

The ſtranger's breaſt glowed at this culogium, 
which was no ſooner pronounced than he ea- 
gerly aſked, if the French ſhip was not the Dili- 
gence? The commodore replied with a ftaic, 
«© The very fame, my lad.” © Then (ſaid Gaunt- 
let) the perſon of whom you pleaſed to make ſuch 
honourable mention was my owa father,” „“ The 
devil he was! (cried Trunnion ſhaking him by 
the hand) 1 am rejoiced to ſee a fon of Ned Gunt- 
let in my houſe.” | | 

This diſcovery introduced a thouſand queſtions, 
in the courſe of which, the old gentleman learnt 


the ſituarion of his friend's family, avd diſcharged 


innumerable execrations upon the ingratitude 
and injuſtice of the miniſtry, which had failed to 
provide for the ſon of ſuch a brave ſoldier. Nor 
was his friendſhip confined to ſuch incifectual ex- 
preſſions; he that ſame evening ſignified to Pe- 
regriue a deſire of doing ſomething for his friend. 
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This inclination was fo much praiſed, encou— 
raged, and promoted by his godſon, and even 
ſupported by his counſellor Hatchway, that cur 
hero was empowered to preſent him with a ſum 
of money ſufficient to purchaſe a commiſſion. 
Though nothing could be more agreeable to 
Pickle than this permiſſion, he was afraid that 
Godfrey's fcrupulous diſpoſition would hinder 
him from ſubjecting himſelf to any ſuch obliga- 
tion; and therefore propoſed that he ſhould be 
decoycd into his own intereſt by a feigned ſtory, 
in conſcquence of which he would be prevailed 
upon to accept of the money, as a debt which 
the commodore had contracted of his father at 
ſea, Trunnion made wry faces at this expedient, 
the neceſſity of which he could not conceive, 
without calling in queſtion the common ſenſe of 


Gauntlet, as he took it for granted, that ſuch of- 


fers as thoſe were not to be rejected, on any con- 
ſideration whatever. 
an artifice, by which he himſelf muſt own that 
he had lived ſo many ycars, without manifeſting 
the leaſt intention of doing juſtice to his creditor. 
All theſe objections, however, were removed by 
the zeal and rhetoric of Peregine, who repreſent- 
cd that it would be impoſſible to befriend him on 
any other terms; that his filence hitherto would 
be imputed to his want of information touching 
the circumſtances and condition of his friend; 
and that his remembering and iuſiſting upon diſ- 
charging the obligation, after ſuch an interval of 
time, when the whole affair was in oblivion, 
would be the greateſt compliment he could pay to 
his own honour and integrity. 85 
Thus perivaded, he took an opportunity of 
Gauntlet's being alone with him to broach the 
affair, telling the young man, that his father had 
advanced a ſum of money for him, when they ſail» 
ed together, on account of the meſs, as well #s 
to flop the month of a clamorous creditor at 
Portſmouth ; and that the ſaid ſum, with inter- 


Befides, he could not digeſt 
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eſt, amounted to about four hundred pounds, 


which he would now, with great thankiulncts 
repay. ; 
Godfrey was amazed at this declaration, and 
after a conſiderable pauſe, replied, that he had 
never heard his parents mention any ſuch debt; 
that no memorandum or voucher of it was found 
among his father's papers; and that, in all pro- 
bability, it muſt have been diſcharged long ago, 
although the commodore, in ſuch a long courſe 
of time and hurry of occupation, might have for- 
got the repayment : he therefore deſired to be ex- 
cuſed from accepting what in his own conſticuce 
he believed was not his due; arid complimented 
the old gentleman upon his being ſo ſcrupulouſly 
juſt and honourable. | 
The ſoldier's refuſal, which was matter of aſto- 
niſliment to Trunnion, increaſed his inclination 
to aſſiſt him; and, on pretence of acquitting his 
own character, he urged his beneficence with 
ſuch obſtinacy, that Gauntlet, afraid of difobli- 
ging him, was in a manner compelled to receive 
a draught for the money, for which he ſubſcribed 
an ample diſcharge, and immediately tranſmitted 


the order to his mother, whom at the ſame time 


he informed c * the circumſtances by which they 
had ſo unexpectly gained this acceſſion of for- 
tune. | 

Such a piece of news could not fail of being 
agreeable to Mrs. Gauntlet, who by the firſt poſt 
wrote a polite letter of acknowledzment to the 
commodore, another to herown ſon, importing that 
ſhe had already ſent the draught to a friend in 
London, with directions to depoſit it in the bands 
of a certain banker, for the purchaſe of the firſt 
enſigney to be fold ; and the took the liberty of 
ſending a third to Peregrine, couched in very at- 
fectionate terms, with a kind poſteript, ſigned by 
Miſs Sophy and his charming Emily. | 

This affair being trauſacted to the ſatisfaction 
ot all concerned, preparations were tet on foot 
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for the departure of our hero, on whom his uncle 
ſettled an annuity of eight hundred pounds, be- 
ing little leſs than one half of his whole income. 
By this time indeed the old gentleman could caft- 
ly afford to alineate ſuch a part of his fortune, 
becauſe he entertained little or no company, kept 
few ſervants, was remarkably plain and frugal in 
his houſe-keeping; Mrs. Frunnion being now 
ſome years on the wrong ſide of fifty, her inſirmi- 
ties began to increaſe ; and though her pride had 
ſuffered no diminution, her vanity was altogether 
ſubdned by her avarice. | ; 

A Swits valet de chambre, who had already 
made the tour of Europe, was hired for the care 
of Peregrine's own perſon ; Pipes being ignorant 
of the French language, as well as otherwiie unit 
for the office of a faſhionable attendant, it was 
reſolved that he ſhould remain in garriſon ; and 
his place was immediately ſupplied by a Pariſian 
lacquey engaged at London for that purpoſe. 
Pipes did not ſeem to reliſh this diſpoſition of 
things; and though he made no verbal objections 
to it, looked remarkably ſour at his ſucceſſor up- 
on his firſt arrival; but this ſullen fit ſeemed gra- 
dually to wear off; and long before his maſter's 
departure, he had recovered his natural tranquilli- 
ty and unconcern. 


JE 


The two young gentlemen diſplay their talents for 
gallantry, in the courſe of which they are in vol- 
ved in a ludicrous circumſtance of diſtreſs, and 


afterwards take vengtance en. the author of their 


miſnap. 


MEAN while our hero and lis new friend, 
Y together with honeſt Jack Hatchway, made 
daily excurſions into the country, viſited the gen- 
tlemen in the neighbourhood, and frequently aceom- 
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anicd them to the chace; all three being exceed- N and 
ingly careſſed on account, of their talents, which nat 
could accommodate themſclves with great facility 1 
to the tempers and turns of their entertainers, Ftha 
The h-utenant was a droll in his way, Peregrine pin 
Poſſelled a great fund of ſprightlineſs and good tio 
humour, and Godfrey, among his other qualifica- an- 
tions already recited, ſung a moſt excellent ſong ; ; vil 
ſo that the company of this. triumvirate was bu 
courted in all parties, whether male or female; ed. 
and if the hearts of our young gentlemen had not. 7 fta 
been pre-engaged, they would have met witk op- ih 
portunities in abundance of diſplaying their ad- ar 
dreſs in the art of love; not but that they gave e 
looſe to their gallantry without much intereſt- } fo 
ing their affections, and amuſed themſelves n 
with little intrigues, which, in the opinion ot 
a man of pleaſure, do not affe& his fidelity to t 
the acknowledged ſovereign of his ſuul. | bb 
In the midſt of theſe amuſementa, our hero a 
received an intimation from his ſiſter, that the e 
ſhould be overjoyed to meet him next day, at v 
five o'clock in the afterngon, at the houſe of » 
her nurſe, who lived in a cottage hard by her $ 
father's habitation, ſhe being debarred from all | 
opportunity of ſeeing him in any other place f 
by the ſeverity of her mother, who ſuſpected ] 
her inclination. I 
He accordingly obeyed the ſummons and | 


went at the time appointed to the place of 
rendezvous, where he met this affectionate 
youny lady, who, when he entered the oom, 
ran towards him with a'l the eagerneſs of trant- 
Port ; flung her arms abont his neck, and ſhed 
a flood of icars in his boſom before ſhe could 
utter one word, except a repetition of My 
dear, dear brother! He embraced her with all. 
the piety of fraternal tenderneſs, wept over her 


in his turn, aftured her that this was one of 


the happieſt moments of his life, and kindly 
tkanked her for having reſiſted the cxampie 


beg 4 and diſobeyed the injunctions of his mother's un- 
vh!ch 2 


ality } 
ners. 
zrine 
200d | 
ba- 
ng; 


was 


le; 


not 
op- 
ad- 
ave 


eſt- 


ves 
of 


1 — ey” 
I TI 2 
2 


PFEREGHINE e 211 


natural averſion. 


lle was raviſhed to ſind by her converſation, | 
that the poſſeſſed a great ſhare of ſenfibility and 
| pindent reflection; for fig lamented the infatua— 


tion of her parents, with the moſt filial regret, 


and expreſſed ſuch abhorrence and concern at the 


villainous diſpoſition of her younger brother, as a 
humane ſiſter may be ſuppoſed to ) have entertain= 
cd. He made her acquainted with all the circum+- 


2 ſtances of his own fortune, and as he ſuppoſed 
| the bent her time very difagreeably at home, 
among characters which muſt be ſhockingly inter- 


eſting, profefled a defire of removing her into 
ſome other ſphere, where ſhe could live with 
more tranquillity and ſatisfaction. 

She objected to this propoſal as an expedient 
that would infallibly ſubject her to the implaca— 
ble reſentment of her mother, whoſe favour and 
aFefion the at preſent enjoyed but in a very in- 
conſiderable degree; and they had canvaſſed di- 
vers hemes of correſponding for the future, 
when the voice of Mrs. Pickle was heard at the 
door. 

Miſs Julia (that was the young lady's name) 
finding herſelf betrayed, was ſeized with a vio— 


lent avitation of fear, and Peregrine ſcarce had 
time to 2 her with a promile of pratec-— 


tion, before the door of the apartment being flun 
open, this irreconcileable parent rufhed in, pea, 
with a furious aſpect fiew directly at ber trembling 
daughter, when the ſon interpoſfing, received the 
tuſt diſcharge of her fury. 

Her eyes gleamed with all the rage of | indigna- 
tion, which choaked up her utterance, and ſcem- 
ed to convulſe her whole frame; ſhe twiſted: her 
left hand in his hair, and with the other buffeted 
him about the face, till the blood guſhed from his 
noſtrils and mouth; while he defended his fiſter 
irem the cruelty of Gam, who afjaulted her 


frum another quarter, fecing his brother enga- 
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ged. This attack laſted ſeveral minutes with 
great violence, tall at length Peregrine finding 
himſelf in danger of being overpowcred, if he 
ſhould remain any longer on the defenfive, laid 
his brother on his back; then he diſentangled his 
mother's hand from his own hair, and having 


puſhed her gently out of the room, bolted rhe 


door on the inſde; finally turning to Gam, he 
threw him out at the window, among a parcel of 
hogs that fed under it. By this time Julia was 
almoſt quite diſtracted with terror; ſhe knew 
ſhe had offended beyond all hope of forgiveneſs, 
and from that moment conſidered herſcif as an 
exile from her father's houſe; in vain did her 
brother ſtrive to conſole her with freſh proteſta- 


tions of love and protection, ſhe counted her- 


ſelt extremely miſcrable in being obliged to endure 
the eternal reſentment of a parent with whom 
ſhe had hitherto lived, and dreaded the cenſure 
of the world, which from her mother's miſre- 
preſentation ſhe was ſenſible would condemn her 
unheard. That ſhe might not however neglect 
any means in her power of averting this ſtorm, 
ſhe reſolved to appeaſe, if poſſible, her mother's 
wrath with humiliation, and even appeal to the 
influence of her father, weak as it was, before 
ſe would defpair of being forgiven. But the 


good lady ſpared her this unneceſſary application, 


by telling her through the key-hole, that ſhe muſt 
never expect to come within her father's door a- 
gain; for from that hour the renounced her as 
unworthy of her affection and regard. Julia 
wceping bitterly, endeavoured to ſoften the ris 
gour of this ſentence, by the moſt ſubmiſhve and 
reaſonable remonſtrances ; but as in her vindica— 
tion ſhe of neceſſity c{pouſed her elder brother's 
cauſe, her endeavours, inſtead of ſoothing, ſerved 


only to exaſperate her mother to an higher pitch 


of indignation, which diſcharged itſelf in 1invec- 
tives againſt Peregrine, whom ſhe reviled with 
_ epithets of a worthleſs abandoned repro- 
ate. | 
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The youth hearing theſe unjuſt aſperſions, 
trembled with reſentment through every hmb, 
aſſuring the upbraider that he confidered her as an 
obiect of compaſſion ; © for without all doubt, 
ſaid he, your diabolical rancour muſt be ſeverely 
puniſhed by the thorns of your own conſcience, 
which this very inſtant taxes you with the ma- 
lice and falſſiood of your reproaches. As for my 
ſiſter, 1 bleſs God that you have not been able to 
infect her with your unnatural prejudice, 
which becauſe ſhe is too juſt, too virtuous, too 
humane to imbibe, you reject her as an alien to 

our blood, and turn her out unprovided into 2 
eee. world. But even there your vicious 
purpoſe ſhall be defcated; that ſame providence 
that ſcreened me from the cruelty of your hate 
ſhall extend its protection to her, until I ſhall 
find it convenient to aſſert by law the right of. 
maintenance which nature, it ſeems, hath be- 
ſtowed upon us in vain. In the mean time, you- 
will enjoy the ſatisfaction of paying an undivided 
attention to that darling fon, whote amiable qua- 
lities have ſo long engaged and engroſſed your: 
love and eſteem.” | 

This freedom of expoſtulation exalted his mo- 
ther's ire to mere frenzy; ſhe curſed him with 
the bittereſt imprecations, and raved like a Bed- 
lamite at the door, which ſhe attempted to burſt 
open. Her efforts were ſeconded by her favourite 
ſon, who denounced vengeance againſt Pere- 
grine, made furious aſſaults againſt the lock, 
which reſiſted all their applications, until our he- 
ro eſpying his friends Gauntlet and Pipes ſtep- 
ping over a ſtile that ſtood about a ſurlong from 
the window, called them to his aſliſtance ; giving 
them to underſtand how he was beſieged, he de- 
fired they would keep off his mother, that he 
might the more cafily ſecure his ſiſter Julia's re- 
treat. The young ſoldier entered accordingly, 
and poſting himſelf between Mrs. Piekle and the 
dcor, gave the ſignal go his friend, who lifting 
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up his ſiſter in his arms, carried her ſafe without 
the clutches of this ſhe-dragon, white Pipes with 
his cudgel kept young mailer at bay. 

The mother being thus deprived of her prey, 
ſprung upon Gauntlet like a lioneſs robbg of her 
whelps, and he muſt have ſuffered ſorcly in the 


fleſh, had he not prevented her miſchievous in- 


tent by ſeizing both her wriſts, and ſo keeping 


her at duc diſtznce. In attempting to diſengage F 


herſelf from his graſp, the ſtruggled with fuch 
excrtion, and ſuftered ſuch agony of paſſion at 
the ſame time, that ſhe actually fell into a ſe— 
vere fit, duiang which ſhe was put to bed, and 
the confederates retired, without further moleſ— 
tation. | 

In the mean time, Peregrine was not a little 
perplexed about the diſpoſal of his ſiſter whom 
he had reſcued. He could not endure the thoughts 
ef ſaddling the commodore with a new expence ; 
and he was aſraid of undertaking the charge of 
Julia, without his benefactor's advice and dircc- 
tion: for the preſent, however, he carricd her 
to the houſe of a gentleman in the neighbour- 
Hood, whoſe lady was her godmother, where ſhe 
was received with great tenderneſs and condo- 
lence ; and he purpoſed to inquire for ſome credi- 
table houſe, where ſhe might be genteelly boarded 
in his abſence, reſolving to maintain her from the 
ſavings of his own allowance, which he thought 
might very well bear ſuch deduction. But this 
intention was fruſtrated by the publication of the 
whole affair, which was divulged next day, and 
ſoon reached the ears of Trunnion, who chid 
his godſon ſor having concealed the adventure; 
and, with the approbation of his wife, ordered 
him to bring Julia forthwith to the garriſon. The 
young gentleman, with tcars of gratitude in his 
eyes, explained his deſign of maintaining her at 
his own expence, and carneltly begged that he 
might not be deprived of that ſatis faction. But 
His uncle was deaf to all his intreatics, and iu- 


F 
out ſſted upon her living in the garriſon, though for 
„ich no other reaſon than that of being compauy to 
her aunt, who, he obſerved, was loſt for want of 
ey, converſation.” 5 
her! Julia was accordingly brought home, and ſets 
the tied under the tuition of Mrs. Frunnion, who, 
in. whatcver face the might put on the matter, could 
ing have ditpented with the focicty of her niece : 
age 7 though ſhe was not without hope of gratifying her 
5 4 of qique to Mrs. Pickle, by the intelligence ſhe would 
at [+ 1eceive from the daughter of that lady's economy 
ſow ad domeſtic behaviour. The mother herſelf 
and ſeemed conſcious of this advantage which her 
lef. {\fter-in-law had now gained over her, being as 
I much chagrined at the news of Julia's reception 
title in the garriſon, as if ihe had heard of her own 
om | huſband's death. She even tortured her invention 
hte | to propagate calumnics againſt the reputation of 
ce; her own daughter, whom ſhe flandered in all 
of companies; ſhe exclaimed againſt the commodore 
ec- as an old ruſſian who ſpirited up arcbellion among 
her ber children, and imputed the hoſpitality of his 
ur- wife, in countenancing them, to nothing elſe but 
ſhe ber inveterate enmity to their mother, whom they 
Jo. bad diſobliged. She now inſiſted in the moſt 
di- peremptory terms, upon her huſband's renounc- 
leg ing all commerce with the old lad of the caſtle 
the | and his adherents; and Mr. Gamaliel having 
ght by this time contracted other friendſhips, rea- 
his dily tubmitted to her will, nay even refuſed to 
the communicate with the commodore one night, 
nd when they happened to mect by accident at the 
hid public-houſe. FE as ; 
re: 
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The commodore ſends a challenge to Gamaliel, 27d 
is impoſed upon by a waggiſh inventicn of the licute- 


nant, Peregrine, and Gauntlet. 


Ats affront 'Trunnion could by no means di- 


geſt : he adviſed with the heutcnant upon 
the ſubject; and the reſult of their conſultation |: 
was a detjance which the old commander ſent to] 


Pickle, demanding that he would meet him at 


ſuch a place on horſeback with a brace of piſtols, g 
and give ſatisfaction for the flight he had put up- 


on him. 

Nothing could have afforded more pleaſure to 
Jack, than the acceptance of this challenge, 
which he delivered verbally to Mr. Gamaliel, 
who was called out from the club at Tunley's for 


that purpoſe. 'The nature of this meilage had an | 


inſtantaneous effect upon the conititution of the 


pacifick Pickle, whoſe bowels 8 with ap- 


prehenſion, and underwent ſuch violent agitation 


on the ſpot, that one would have thought the 
operation procceded from ſome ſevere joke of 


LOR x edt Nt 


A 


the apothecary which he had ſwallowed in his“ 


beer. 


The meſſenger deſpairing of a ſatis factory an- 


ſwer, left him in this woeru! condition; and be— 
ing loth to loſe any opportunity of raiſing the 
laugh againſt the commodore, went immediately 
and communicated the whole affair to the young 
gentlemen, intreating them, for the love of God, 
to concert ſome means of bringing old Hannibal 


into the- field. The two friends reliſhed the 


propoſal, and after ſome deliberation, it was 
reſolved that Hatchway ſhould tell Trunnion 
his invitation was accepted by Gamalicl, who 
would meet him at the place appointcd, with 


his ſecond, to-morrow in the twilight, becauis. 
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pops of a land-man? Thou thalt fee, thou halt 


with horſes at the public-houſe, from wheace, at 

the deſtined hour, they rode to the field of battle, 
each of them being muflled in a great coat, which, 
with the. dimneſs of the light, effectually ſhielded 


mander, who having taken horſe, on pretence of 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 217 


f either ſhould fall, the other would have the 
better chance for eſcaping in the dark; that 
Godfrey ſhould perſonate old Pickle's friend, 
and Peregrine repreient his own father, while the. 
lieutenant ſhould take care in loading the piſtols 
to keep out the thot, ſo that no damage might be 
done in the rencounter. | 

Theſe circumſtances being adjuſted, the lieute- 
nant returned to his principal with a moſt thun 
dering reply from his antagoniſt, whoie courage- 
ous behaviour, though it could not intimudate, 
ud not fail to afſtonith the commodore, who aſ- 
cribed it to the ſpirit of his wife, which had in- 
ſpired him. Trunnion that inſtant defired his 
counſellor to. prepare his cartridge-box, and or- 
der the quieteſt horit in the ſtable to be kept rea- 
dy ſaddled for the occation; his eye ſeemed to 
lighten with alacrity and pleaſure at the proſpect 
ot ſmelling gunpowder once more before his 
death; and when Jack adviied him to make his 
will, in cate of accident, he rejected his counſel 
with diſdain, ſaying, © What! doſt think that 
Hawſer Trunnion, who has flood the fire of fo ma 
ny Qoating batteries, runs any riſłk from the louſy 


fee how l'll make him lower his toplails.* Next, 
day Peregrine and the ſoldier provided themſelves 


them from the knowledge of the one-eyed com- 


enjoying the freſh air, aon appeared with Hateh- 
way in his rear. When they came within ſight 
of each other, the ſeconds advanced, in order to 
divide the ground, and regulate the meaſures of 
te combat; when it was determined by mutual 
conſent, that two piſtols thonld be diſcharged on 
each fide, and that if neither thoul( prove decis 
ave, recourſe mull be had to the bro i-{words,. 
Ver. I. | * | 
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in order to aſcertain the victory. Theſe articles 
being ſettled, the opponents rode forward to 
their reſpective ſtations, when Peregrine cocking | 
his piſtol, and preſenting, counterfeited his fa» | 
Ther's voice, bidding Trunnion take care of his | 
remaining eye. The commodore took his advice, 
being unwilling to hazard his day-light, and very 
deliberately oppoſed the patched fide of his face, 
to the muzzle of his antagoniſt's piece, deſiring 
him to do his duty without further jaw. The 
young man accordingly fired, and the diſtance 
eing ſmall, the wad of his piſtol took place with 
a {mart ſtroke on the forehead of Trunnion, 
| who miſtaking it for a ball, which he thought was 
. Iodged in his brain, ſpurred up his ſtecd in a ſtate 
of deſperation towards his antagoniſt, and hold- 
ing his piece within two yards of his body, let it 
1 -off, without any regard to the laws of battle. 
= Surpriſed and enraged to ſee it had made no im- 
'Þ | Preſhon, he hallooed in a terrible tone, 0 N 
damn ye, you have got your netting ſtuſſed, 1 
Jee;” and advancing, diſcharged his fecond pit» Þ 
tol ſo near his godſon's head, that had he not 7 
been defended by his great coat, the powder muſt 
Have ſcorched his face. Having thus thrown ©? 
away his fire, he remained at the mercy of Pere- 
-gcine, who clapping the piece he had in reſerve |: 
FE to his head, commanded him to beg his life, and 
Wi | aſk pardon for his preſumption. The commodore 
1 made no reply to this imperious injunction, but 
i dropping his piſtol, and unſheathing his broad- (2 v 
word in an inſtant, attacked our hero with ſuch F 

incredible agility, that if he had not made ſhift to 

ward off the ſtroke with his piece, the adventure, 

in all likelihood, would have turned out a very |* 
tragical joke. Peregrine finding it would be in 
vain for him to think of drawing his weapon, | 

or of ſtanding on the defenſive againſt this fu- 

1 rious aggreſſor very fairly clapt ſpurs to his 
'Þ nag, and ſought his ſafety in flight. Trunnion # 
purſued him with inſinite cagernels, and his ſteed 
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being the better of the two, would have over- 
taken the fugitive to his peril, had he net 
been unfortunately encountered by the boughs 
of à tree, that happened to ſtand on his blind 
ſide, and incommoded him ſo much, that he was 
fain to quit his ſword, and lay hold on the mane, 
in order to maintain his ſeat. Perry perceiving 
his diſaſter, whecled about, and now finding lei— 
ſure to produce his weapon, returned upon his 
diſarmed foe, brandiſhing his Ferrara, threaten- _ 
ing to make him ſhorter by the head, if he would 
not immediately crave quarter and yicld. There 
was nothing farther from the intention of the old 
gentleman than ſuch ſubmiſſion, which he flatly 
refuſed to pay, alledging that he had alrcady 
compclled his enemy to clap on all his fails, and 
that his own preſent misfortune was owing to ac- 
cident, all one as if a flrip ſhould be attacked, 
after ſhe had been obliged to heave her guns over- 
board 1n a ſtorm. 

Before Peregrine had time to anſwer this re— 
monſtrance, the lieutenant mterpoſed, and taking 
cognizance of the cate, eſtabliſhed a-truce, until 
he and the other ſecond ſhould diſcuſs and decide 
upon the merits of the caufe. They accordingly 
retired to a ſmall diſtance, and after having con- 
ferred a few minutes, Hatchway returned, and 
pronounced the commodore vanquiſhed by the 
chance of war. 

Never was rage more tranſported than that 
which took poſſeſſion of old Hannibal, when he 
heurd the ſentence : it was ſome time before he 
could utter aught, except the reproachful 'ex- 
prethon, I lie? which the repeated more than 
twenty times, in a ſort of delirious inſenſibitity. 


= When he recovered the further uſe of ſpeech, he 
2buſed the arbitrators with ſuch bitter invectives, 


1cnouncing their ſentence, and appealing to ano» 
ther-trial, that the confederates began to repent 
of having carried the joke ſo far; and Peregrine, 
in order to appcafe his choler, owned himſelf 
Overcome. 
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This acknowledgment calmed the tumult of 
his wiath, though he could not for ſome days for- 
give the lieutenant; and the two young gentle- 
men rode back to Tunlcy's, while Hatchway, ta- 
king the commodore's horſe by the bridle, recon— 
ducted him to his mantien, growling all the way 
to Jack for his unjuſt and unfricadly decree ; 
though he could nor help obſerving, as how he 
bad made his words good, in making his adverſa- 
ry ſtrike his top-fails: © And yet (ſaid he) be— 
fore God! I think the fellow's head is made of a 
woolpack; for my ſhot rebounded from his face 
like a wad of ſpun-yarn from the walls of a ſhip, 
But if ſo be that ton of a bitch of a tree had'nt 
come athwart my weather-bow, d' ye ſee, IU be 
damned if I hach'nt ſnapt his. main yard in the 
lings, and mayhap let out his bulge water into 
the bargain.” He {cemed particularly vain of this 
exploit, which dwelt upon his imagination, and 
was cherithed as the child of hits old age; for tho” 
he could not with decency rehearſe it to the young 
men and his wife at iupper, he gave ſhrewd hints 
of his own manhood, even at theſe years, and at- 
teſted Hatchway as the voucher of his mettle; 
while the trinmvirate, diverted by his vanity, 


enjoyed 1a fecret the ſucceis of their impofi— 


tion. 


ß Aral Hp 


Peregrine takes leave of his aunt and ſiſter, ſels 
our from the garten, paits with bis uncle aid 
Hatchway en the road, and with his govei nor 


arrives in /:ijely at Dover. 


1 me however, was the laſt effort of inven- 


tion which they practiſed upon him; and 
every thing being now prepared for the departure 
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of his godion, that hopeful youth in two days 3 


| took leave of ail his friends in the neighbours 3 
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hood. He was clofetted two whole hours with 
his.aunt, who enriched him with many pious ad- 
vices, recapitulated all the benefits which, thro? 
her means, had been conferred upon him fince 
his infancy, cautioned him againſt the tempta- 
tions of lewd women, who bring many a man to a 
mortel of bread, laid ſtrict 111; anctions upon him 
to live in the fear of the Lord, and the true pro- 
teſtant faith, to eſchew g. aarrels and contention, 
to treat Mr. Jolter witin reverence and regard, 
and above all things to ahſtain from the h caſtly 
ſin of drunkenneſs, which cxpaſed a man to the 
ſcorn and contempt of his fellow-creatures, and 
by diveſting him of reaſon and reflexion, renders 
him fit for all manner of vice and debian hery. 
She recommended to him economy and the care 
of his health, bade him remember che honour of 
his ſamily, and in all the circumſtances of his be- 
haviour, Aare him, that he might 2 de- 
pend upon the friendſhip and gencroſity of the 
commodore. Finally, pieſentinlg him with her 


own picture ſet in gol, and a hundred guineas 


from her privy nurſe, ſhe embraced him affection- 
ately, and wiſhed him all manner of happinets 
and p! roſperity. 

Being thus kindly diſmiſſed by Mrs. Trunnion, 
he locked himſelf up with his fiſter Julia, whom 
he admoniſhed to culiivate her aunt with the 
moſt complaiſant and repeaful attention, with— 
out ſtooping to any circumſtance of ſubmiſſion 
that ſhe ſhould judge unworthy of her practice; 
he proteſted that his chief ſtudy thould be to 
make her amends for the privilege the had for- 
feited by her aſſection for him; intreated.her to 
enter into no engagement without his knowledge 
and approbation ? put into her hand the pur fe 
which he had received from his aunt, to defray 
her pocket expences in his abtence, and parted 
from her, not without tears, after ſhe had for 


ſome minutes hung about his neck, kiffing him 


aud weep:ug 10 the molt pathctic ſilence, 
Is 2 
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Having performed theſe duties of affection and 


conſanguinity over night, he went to bed, and 


was, by his own direction, called at four o'clock 
in the morning, when he found the poſt-chaiſe, 
coach and ridiag»horſes ready at the gate, his 


friends Gauntlet and Hatchway on foot, the com- 


modore him ſelf almoſt dreſſed, and every ſervant 
in the garriſon aſſembled in the yard, to wiſh him 
a good journey. Our hero ſhook each of theſe 
humble friends by the hand, tipping them at the 
fame time with marks of his bounty ; and was 
very much ſurptized when he could not perceive 
his old attendant Pipes among the number. When 
he expreſſed his wonder at this diſreſpectful omit- 
ſion of 'Tom, ſome of thoſe preſent ran to his 
chamber, in order to give him a call, but his 
hammock and room were both deſerted, and they 
ſoon return'd with an account of his having eloped. 
Peregrine was diſturbed at this information, be- 
heving that the fellow had taken ſome deſperate 
courſe in conſequence of his being diſmiſſed from 
his ſervice, and began to wiſh that he had indul- 
ged his inclination, by retaining him (till about 
his perſon. However, as there was now no 0- 
ther remedy, he recommended him ſtrenuouſly to 
the particular favour and diſtinction of his uncle 
and Hatchway, in caſe he ſhould appear again; 
and as he went out of the gate, was ſaluted with 
three chears by all the domeſtics in the family. 
The commodore, Gauntlet, lientenant, Peregrine 
and ſolter went into the coach rogether, that they 
might enjoy each other's converſation as much as 
potlible, retolving to breakfaſt at an inn upon the 
road, where Irunnion and Hatchway intended 
to bid our adventurer fare wel; the valet de cham- 
bre got into the poſt-chaiſe, the French lacquey 
rode one horle and led another, one of the valets 


of the garriſon mounted at the back of the coach; 


and thus the cavalcade ict out on the road to Vo— 
ver. As the commodore could not bear the fa— 
tigue of jolting, they travelled at an caiy pace 


r .. 


11 6 


eee © FF 3 vY WS 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 223 


during the firſt ſtage ; ſo that the old gentlemau 
had an opportunity of communicating his exhor» 
tations to his godion, with regard to his conduct 
abroad; he adviſed him, now that he was going 
into foreign parts, to be upon his guard againſt 
the fair weather of the French politeſle,. which 
was no more to be truſted than a whirlpool at ſea. 
He obſerved that many young men had gone to 


Paris with good cargoes of fjenſe, and returned 


with a great deal of canvas, and no ballaſt at all, 
whereby they became crank all the days of their 
ves, and ſometimes carried their keels above war 
ter. He deſtred Mr. Jolter to keep his pupil out 
of the clutches of thoſe ſharking prieſts who he in 
wait to make converts of all young ſtrangers, and 
in a particular manner cautioned the youth againſt 
carnal converſation with the Pariſian dames, wha, 
he underſtood, were no better than gaudy fire- 
ſhips ready primed with death and deſtruction, 
Peregrine liſtened with great reſpect, thanking 


bim for his kiud admonitions, which he faithfully 


promiſed to obſerve. They halted and breakfaſted 
at the end of the ſtage, where Jolter provided 
himſelf with a horſe, and the commodore ſettled 
the method of correſponding with his nephew.. 
The minute of parting being arrived, the old com- 
mander wrung his godſon by the hand, ſaying,, 
© 1 with thee a proſperous voyage and good cheer, 
my lad; my timbers are now a little crazy, d'ye 
ſee; and God knows if I thall keep afloat till 
ſuch time as I ice thee again; but howſomever, 
nap what will, thou wilt find thyſelf in a condi- 
tion to keep in the line with the beſt of thy fel- 
lows.” He then reminded Gauntlet of his pro» 
mite to call at the garriſon in his return from Do- 
ver, and imparted ſomething in a whiſper to the 
governor, while Jack Hatchway, unable to ſpeak, 
pulled his hat over his eyes, and ſqueezing Peres 
Zrine by the hand, gave him an iron piſtol of eu- 
rious workmanthip, as a memorial of his friend» 
ip. Our youth, who was not unmoved on this 
K 4 


next day. 
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oecaſion, received the pledge, which he acknows 


ledged with the preſent of a ſilver tobacco- box, 
bought for that purpoſe ; and the two lads of 
the caſtle getting into the coach, were driven 


Homewards, in a (tate of filent dejection. 
Godfrey and Peregrine ſeated themſelves in the 
polt-chaite,. and Jolter, the valet de chambre and 


Jacquey, beſtridiug their beaſts, they procecded 
for the place of their deſtination, at which they 
arrived in ſafety that ſame night, and beſpoke a 
paſſage in the pacquet-buat which was to ſail 


CH A Þ, XXXIV. 


He adjuſts the method of his correſpondence with 
Gauntlet; meets by accident with an Italian 


charlatan, and a certcin apethecary, who proves 
to be @ noted cheratter, 


; HE RE the two friends adjuſted the arti- 


cles of their future correſpondence, and 
Peregrine having written a letter to his miſtrets, 
wherein he renewed his former vows of eternal 
fidelity, it was entruſted to the care of her bro— 
ther, while Mr. Jolter, at the deſire of his pupil, 


provided an elegant fupper, and ſome excellent 


Burgundy, that they might ſpend this eve of lis 
departure with-the greater enjoyment. 

Things being thus diſpoſed, and a ſervant em- 
ployed in laying the cloth, their ears were of « 
ſudden invaded by a ſtrange tumultuous noiſe in 
the next room, occaſioned by the overthrow of 
tables, chairs and glaſſes, with odd unintclligible 


exclamations in broken French, and a jargon of 


threats in the Welſh dialet. Our young gentle- 
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men ran immediately into the apartment from 


whence this clamour ſeemed to proceed, and 
found a thin meagre ſwarthy figure gaſping in all 
the agony of fear, under the hands of a iquat, 
thick, hard-featured man, who collared hin with 
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Irdat demonſtrations of wrath, ſaying, “If you 
was as mighty a magician as Owen Glendower, 
or the witch of Entor, look you, ay or as Paul 
Beor himtelf, I will meke pold, by the aſſiſtance 
of Got, and in his Majeſty's naam, to ſeize and 
ſecure, and confine and confront you, until ſuch 
time as you fuiler and endure aud undergo the 
pains and penalties of the law, for your diabolical 
practices. Shentlements, added he, turning to 
our adventurers, I take you to witncls that I pro- 
teſt and aſſert and avow that this perſon is as pig 
a necromancer as you would dehre to behold ; 
and | ſupplicate and betcech and intreat of you, 
that hc may be prought pefore his petters, and 
comuelled to give an account of his compact and 
commerce with the imps of darkneſs, look you 
for as 1 am a chriſtian ſoul, and hope for joyful 
reſurrection, I have this bleſſed evening teen om 
perform ſuch things as could not be done with- 
out the aid and inſtruction and connivance of 
the Level.” | 
Gauntlet ſcemed to enter into the ſentiments 
ot this Welſh reformer, and actually laid hold 
on the delinguent's ſhoulder, crying, © Damn 
the raſcal! I'll lay any wager that he's a Jeſuit 3 
for none of his order travel without a familiar.” 
hut Peregrine, who looked upon the affair in 
another point of view, interpoſed in bchalf of 
the ſtranger, whom he frced from his aggreſſors, 
obſerving that there was no occaſion to uſe vio- 
lence, and aiked in French what he had done to 
incur the cenſure of the informer. Ihe poor fu- 
reigner, more dead than alive, auſwered that he 
was an Italian charlatan, who had practiſed with 
ſome reputation in Padua, until he had the miſ- 
fortune to attract the notice of the Inquiſition, by 
exhibiting certain wonderful performances by his 


ikill in natural knowledge, which that tribunal 


confidered as the effects of ſorcery, and perſe- 

ented him accordingly ; ſo that he had been ain 

to make a precipitate retreat into France, where 
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not finding his account in his talents, he was 
now arrnved in England, with a view of prac- 
tifing his art in London; and that in conſequence 
of a ſpecimen which he had given to a company 
below, the choleric gentleman had followed him 
up ſtairs to his own apartment, and aſſaulted him 
in that inhoſpitable manner. He therefore car- 
neſtly begged that our hero would take him under 
his protection; and if he cntertained the leaſt 
ſuſpicion of his employing preternatural means 
in the operations of his art, he would freely 
communicate all rhe ſecrets in his poffeſſion. 

The youth diſpelled his apprechentions, by af- 
ſuring him that he was in no danger of fuflering 
for his art in England, where, if ever he thould 
be queſtioned by the zeal of ſuperſtitious indivi- 
duals, he had nothing to do bur appeal to the 
next juſtic e of the peace, who would immediately 
acquit him of the charge, and puniſh his accuſers 
for their impertinence and indifcretion. 

He then told Gauntlet and the Welihman, that 
the ſtranger had a good action againſt them ſor 
an aſſault, by virtue of an act of parliament, 
which makes it criminal for any perſon to accute 
another of ſorcery and witchcraft, theſe idle no— 
tions being now juſtly exploded by all ſenſible 
men. Mr. Jon. who had by this time joined 
the company, couu not help fignifying his diſlent 
from this opinion of his pupil, which he envea- 
voured to invalidate by the authority of ſcripture, 
quotations from the fathers, and the confeſlion of 
many wretches who fuſfered death for having cars 
ried on correſpondence with evil ſpirits, together 
with the evidence of Satan's Invitble World, and 
Moreton's Hiſtory of Witchcraft. 

The foldier corroborated theie teſtimonies by 
facts that had happened within the ſphere of his 
own knowledge, and in particular incntioned the 


F caſe of an old woman of the pariſh in which he 


was born, who uſed to transform herſelf into the 
ſhapes of ſendry animals, and was at laſt killed 
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by ſmall ſhot in the character of an hare. The 
Wellman thus ſupported, expreſied his ſurpriſe 


2 that the legillature had ſhewn tuch 
tenlerneſs for criminals of ſo dark a hue; and 
offered to prove by undeniable inſtances, that 
there was not a mountain in Wales, which had 
not been in his memory the ſcene of necromancy 
aud witchcraft 5; © Wherefore, ſaid he, I am al- 
ſuredly more than apove aſtoniſhed and con» 
founded and concceined, that the parliament of 
Great Pritain ſhould in their great wiſdoms, and 
their prudence, aud their penetration, give coun— 
tenance and encouragement, look you, to the 
works of darkneſs ande the empire of Pelzepup; 
ofer and apove the evidence of holy writ, and 
thoſe writers who have been quoted by that aggu- 
rate and Jearued (lientleman, we are eee 
by profanc hiſtory, of the pribbles and pranks of 
the old ferpent, in the bortents aud oragles of 
antiquity z as you will tind in that moſt excellent 
h fto11an Bolypius, and 'Iitus Lifius; ay, and 
morcofer, in the commentarics of Jul ins Cæſar 
 Iinfelf, who, as the ole world knows, was a 
moſt famous, and a moſt faliant, and a moſt wiſe, 
and a moſt prudent, and a molt fortunate chieftan, 
and a moſt renowned orator 3 ay, a and a molt cles 
gant writer to boot.” 

Peregrine did not think proper to enter the 
liſts of difpate with three juch obſtinate antago- 
wits; but contented himſelf with ſaying, that che 
belie ved it would be no difficult matter to im- 
pogu the arguments they had advanced; though 
he 6id not find himſelf at all diſpoſed to under- 
take the tab, which muſt of couric break in upon 
the evening's entertainment. He therefore invited 
the Italian to ſupper, and aſked the fame tavour 
of his accuſer, who ſeemed to have ſomething 
curious and characteriſtic in his manner and dif- 
poſition, reſolving to make himſelf an eye-wit- 
nels of thoſe ſurpriſing feats, which had given 
oſſence to the . ee This ſcrupulous 
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gentleman thanked our hero for his courteſy, but 
declined communicating with the ſtranger, until 
his character ſhould be further explained; upon 
which his inviter, after ſome converſation with 


the charlatan, aſſured him that he would himſelf 


undertake for the innocence of his art; and then 
be was prevailed upon to favour them wich his 
company. | 

In the courſe of the converſation, Pereg ine 
learnt that the Welſhman was a ſurgeon of Can- 
terbury, who had been called in to a conſultation 
at Dover, and nnderſtanding that his name was 
Morgan, took the liberty of aſking it he was not 
the perſon ſo reſpectfully mentioned in the Ad- 
ventures of Roderick Random. Mr. Morgan af- 
iumed a look of gravity and importance at this 
Interrogation, and ſercwing up his mouth, an- 
ſwered, Mr. Rantum, my good fir, I believe 
upon my conſcience and falfation, is my very 
youy frient and well wither; and he and I have 
deen companions and mefimates and te:low-fſuf- 
ferers, look you; but nevertheleſs for all that, 
peradventure, he hath not pehaved with ſo much 


complaiſance and aſſability and reſpect, as I might 


have expected from him; pecauſe he hath re- 
vealed and tivulged and publiſhed our private at- 


fairs, without my knowledge and privity and con- 


ſent; but as Got is my Satiour, I think he had 


no evil intention in his pelly; and though there 


be certain perions, look you, who, as I am told, 
take upon them to laugh at his deicriptions of my 
perſon, deportment and converfation, I do at- 
firm and maintain, and infiſt with my heart, and 
my plood and my ſoul, that thofe perſons are no 
petrer than ignorant alles, and that they know 
not how to diſcern and diſtinguiſh and define true 
ridicule, or as Ariſtotle calls it, the /9 Gelcion, no 
more, look you, than a herd of mountain goats; 
for 1 will make pold to obſerve, and I hope ttis 
goot company will be of the ſame opinion, that 


there is nothing ſaid of nic in that performance, 
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ut ) which is unworthy of a chriſtian and a ſhentle- 

il BE man.” 

mn K Our young gentleman and his friends acquicf- 

th | ced in the juſtneſs of his obſervation, Pere- 

if if grine particularly aſſured him, that from reading 

mn '* the book, he had conceived the utmoſt regard 

is and vcneration for his character; and that he | 
thought himſelf extremely fortunate in having | 

* this opportunity of enjoying his converſation, 

Morgan, not a little proud of tuch advances from 

na perſon of Peregrine's appearance, returned the 

s compliment with a profution of civility, and in | 

„ti the warmth of acknowledgment, expreſſed a de- 

1- I} fire of ſeeing him and his company at his houſe | 

ſ. in Canterbury: „ will not pictend, or preſume, | 

is I Lind fir, ſaid he, to enieftain you according to 

- | your meiits and deſerts ; but you mall be as 

e welcome to my poor cottage, and my wife and 

y family, as the Prince of Wales himfelf; and it 


e fhall go hard, if one way or other, I do not find 
f. | ways and means of making you confcts that there 


* | 3s ſome goot fellowſhip in an antient Priton : for 
H though I am no petter than a imple apothecary, | 
I have as good plood circulating in my veins, as g 
"a any be in the county; and I can deicribe and | 
. delincate and demonſttate my pedigree to the 

1 ſatisfaction of the ole *orld; and moreoſer, by l 
d Got's goot providence and ailiftance, I can aſſord a 
ec to treat my friend with a joint of goot mutton, | 
1 and u N of excellent wine, and no tradeſman | 
y can pcard me with a byl.” He was Cconpratue MH 
f. FB. lated on his happy ſituation, and aflured that our | 
d pouth would vifit him on his icturn from France, | 
o provided he ſhould take Canterbury in his route. 
As Pereyrine manifeſted an inclination of being 
e | acquainted with the ſtate of his aflairs, he very | 
o complaifantly ſatisficd his curioſity, by giving | 
; him to know that his ſpouſe had left off breed- 
3 ing after having blefled him with two boys and a | 
t el, who were ſtill alive and well; that he lived 


n good cſtecm with his Beightuurs, aud by his 


ws 
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practice, which was confiderably extended imme— 
diately after the publication of Roderick Random, 
had ſaved ſome thouſand pounds. He had be— 
gun to think of retiring among his own relations 
in Glamorganfhire, though his wit had made 
objection to this propotal, and oppote'! the execu- 
tion of it with ſuch obſtinacy, that he had been 
at inſinite pains in allerting his own prerogative, 
by convincing her both from reaſon aud example, 
that he was king and prieſt in his own family 
and that ſhe owed the moſt implicit ſubmitlion to 
his will. He likewiſe informed the company, 
that he had lately feen his friend Roderick, wh 
had come from London on puwp!te to vill 
him, after having gained his law fuit with Mr. 
'Topehall, who was obliged to pay Narcitf}a's 
fortune; that Mr. Random, in all appearance 


led a very happy life in the converſation of bis 


father and bedfellow, by whom he enjoyed. : 

and daughter; and th: t Mc roaG ha 3 recci Rs in 
a preſent from him, a piece of very fine lincn 
of his wife's own making, ſeveral kits of ſalmon, 
and two caſks of pickled pork, the moſt delicate 
he had ever taſted; together with a barrel of 
excellent herrings for falmagundv, which he 
knew to be his favourite diſh. 

This topic of converſation being diſcuſſed, the 
Italian was defired to exhibit a 0 ecimen of his 
art, and in a few minutes conducted the company 
into the next room, where, to their great aſtoniſh— 
ment and atfright, they beheld a Tho! and fer. 
pents winding along the cicting. Morgan, ſteugk 
with this phenomenon, which he had not ſeen 


before, began to utter exorcilins with great devo- 


tion, Mr. Jolter ran terrified out of the room, 
Gauntlet drew his hanger, and Peregrine himicll 
was diſconcerted. The operator perceiving ther 
confuſion, delired them to retire, and callin g 
them back in an inſtant, there was not a viper 0 
be ſeen. He raiſed their admirations by ſundry 
other performances, and the Welihman's former 
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opinion and abhorrence of his character began 
to recur, when, in conlideration of the civility 
with which he had been treated, this Italian im- 
parted to them all the methods by which he had 
acted ſuch wonders, that were no other than the 
cſlects of natural cauſes curiouſly combined; 1o 
that Morgan became a convert to his tkill, aſked 
pardon for the ſuſpicion he had entertained, and 
invited the ſtranger to paſs a few days with him 
at Canterbury. The ſcruples of Godfrey and 
Jolter were 1emovetd at the jame time, and Pere— 


| orine teſtified his ſatisfaction by an handſome gra- 


tuity which he beitowed upon their eutertainer. 
The evening being ſpent in this ſociable man— 
ner, every man retired to his reipeRive chamber, 
and next morning they dreaktalled together, 
when Morgan declared he weutld ſtay till he 
f:ould fee our hero fairly embarked, that he 
might have the pleaſure ot Mr. Gauntlet's come 
pany to his own habitation; mean while, by the 
tkipper's advice, the ſervants were ordered to 
carry a ſlote of wine and provifion on board in 
caſe of accident; and as the packet-boat could 
not ſail before one o'clock, the company walked 
upJull to vifit the caſtle, where they ſaw the {word 


of Julius Cætar, and Queen Elizabeth's pocket 


piſtol, repeated Shakefpear's deſcription, while 


they ſurvey'd the chaiky cliffs on each fide, and 


caſt their eyes towards the city of Calais, that 
was obicured by a thick cloud which did not 
much regale their eye-fight, becauſe it iecmed to 


. portend foul weather. 


Having viewed every thing remarkable in this 
place, they returned to the pier, where after the 
compliments of parting, and an cliecionaic em- 
brace between the two young zentlemen, Pere- 
grine and his governor ſtept aboard, the fails 
were hoiſted, and they went to ſca with a fair 
wind, while Godfrey, Morgan, and the conjurer 
walked back to the inn, from whence they ict out 
for Canterbury before dinner. 


r FW 


* 
n An = 8 
n 


232 THE ADVENTURES Or 
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He embarks for France; is overtaken by a ſtorm; 
is ſurprized with the appearance of Pipes; lands 
at Calais, and has an affair with the officers of 
the cuſtom-houſe, 


CARCE had the veſſel proceeded two leagues 
on the paſlage, when the wind ſhifting, blew 
directly in their tceth ; fo that they were obliped 
to haul upon a wind, and aſter their courſe. The 
ſea running pretty high at the ſame time, our 
hero, who was below in his cabin, bcgan to be 
ſqucamiſh, and in conſequence of the ikipper's 
advice, went upon deck for the comforc of his 
ſtomach ; while the governor, expericuccd in 
theſe diſaſters, ſlipt into bed, where he lay at 
his eaſe, amaſing himſelf with a treatiſe on the 
Cvcloid, with algebraical demonſtrations, which 
never failed to engage his imagination in the molt 
agreeable manner. | 
In the mean time the wind inereaſed to a very 
hard gale, the veſſel pitched with great violence, 
the ſea waſhed over the decks, the maſter was 
alarmed, the crew were confounded, the paſſen— 
gets were overwhelmed with ticknets and fear, 
and univerſal diſtraction enſucd. In the midft of 
this uproar, Peregrine holding faſt by the tallrili, 
and looking rucfully ahead; the countenance of 
Pipes preſcnted iticlf to his aſtoniſhed view, riſing 


as it were from the hold of the thip. At firſt he 


imagined it was a fear-formed ſhadow of his own 
brain; though he did not long remain in this cr 
ror, but plainly perceived that it was no other 
than the real perſon of Thomas, who jumping 
on the quarter deck, took charge of the helm, 
and dictated to the ſattors with as much autho— 
rity as if he had been commander of the ſhip. 
The ſkipper looked upon him as an angel fent 
to his afliſtance, and the crew ſoon diicovering 
him to be a- thorough-bred ſeaman, notwith- 
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a 


ſtanding his livery-frock, obeyed his orders with 


ſuch alacrity, that in a little time the con fuſion 
vaniſhed, and every neceflary ſtep was taken to 
weather the gale. | | 

Our young gentleman immediately conceived 
the meaning of Tom's appearance on board, and 
when the tumult was a little ſubſided, went up 


and cnconraged him to exert himſelf for the pre- 


ſervation of the ſhip, promiſing to take him again 
into his ſervice, from which he thould never be 
difmifled, except at his own deſire. This af- 
ſarance had a jurprifing eftect upon Pipes, who, 
though he made no manner of reply, thruſt the 
helm into the maſter's hand, ſaying, „“ Here, 
vou old bum-boat woman, take hold of the til- 
ler, and keep her thus, boy, thus ;” and ſkipped 
about the veilel, trimming the ſails, and ma- 
naving the ropes with juch agility and kill, that 
every body on deck ſtood amazed at his dex- 
terit y. 

Mr. Jolter was far from being unconcerned at 
the uncommon motion of the vellcl, the linging 
of the wind, and the uproar which he heard 
above him; he looked towards the cabin door 
with the moſt ſearſul expectation, in hope of 
f.cing ſome perion who could give ſome account 
of the weather, and what was doing upon deck; 
but not a ſoul appeared, and he was too well ac- 
quainted with the difpotition of his own bowels 
to make the leaſt alteration in his attitude. When 
he had lain a good while in all the agony of 
{uſpence, the boy tumbled headlong into Its 


apartment, with {uch noe, that he belicved the 


maſt had gone by the board, and ſtarting upright 
in his bed, aſked with all the ſymptoms of hor- 
ror, what was the cantfe of that diſturbance ? 
The boy, half ſtunned by his fall, anſwered in 
a dolorous tone, „ I'm come to put up the 
dead lights.” At mention of deid-liphts, the 
meaning of which he did not underſtand, the 
poor governor's heart died within him; he ſtit- 
vered with deipair. His recollection ferſaking 
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him, he fell upon his knees in the bed, and fixing V 
his eyss upon the book which was in his hand, 
began to pronounce aloud with great fervour, 
«« The time of a compleat oſcillation in the en- 
cloid, is to the time in which a body would fall 
through the axis of the cycloid DV, as the cir | 
cumference of a circle to its diameter—” He 
would in all likelihood have proceeded with the 
demonſtration of this propoſition, had he not 
| beea ſeized with ſuch a qualm as compelled him 
to drop the book, and accommodate himſelf to 
the emergency of his diſtemper ; he therefore 
{tretched himſelf at full length, and putting up 
ejaculations to heaven, began to prepare himſelf 
for his latter end, when all of a ſudden the noiſe 
above was intermitted; and as he could not con— 
ceive the cauſe of this tremendous filence, he 
imagined that either the men were waſhed over- 
board, or that deſpairing of ſafety, they had 
ccaſed to oppoſe the tempeft. While he wag 
harrowed by this miſerable uncertainty, which, 
however, was not altogether nnealightened by 
ſome ſcattered rays of hope, the maſter entered 
the cabin; then he aſked with a voice half extin- 
guiſhed by fear how matters went upon deck? 
and the ſkipper with a large bottle of brandy ap- 
plied to his month, anſwered in a hollow tone, 
« All's over now, maſter.” Upon which Mr. 
Jolter giving himſelf over for loſt, exclaimed with 
the utmoſt horror; “ Lord, have mercy upon 
us! Chriſt, have mercy upon us!“ and repeated 
this ſupplication as it were mechanically, until 
the maſter undeccived him, by explaining. the 
meaning of what he had faid, and afluring him 
that the ſquall was over. | 
Such a ſudden tranſition from fear to joy, Oc» 
caſioned 2 violent agitation both in his mind and 
body; and it was a full quarter of aa hour before 
he recovered the right uſe of his organs, By 
this time the weather cleared up, the wind be» 
gan to blow again from the right corner, and the 
ipires of Calais appcarcd at the dillance of five 
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leagues; ſo that the conntenances of all on board 
were lighted. up with, joyous expectation ;3 and 
Peregrine venturing to. go down, into the cabin, 
comforted his governor with an account of the 
happy turn of their aſfairs. 

Jolter, tranſported with the thought of a ſpecdy 
landing, began ta launch out in praiſe ot that 
country for which they were bound. He ob- 
ſerved, that France was the land of politeneſs 
and hoſpitality, which were conipicuous in the 
behaviour of all ranks and degrees, from the peer 
to the peaſant ; that a gentleman and a forergner, 
far from being inſulted aud impoſed upon by the 
lower claſs of people, as jn England, was treated 
with the utmo!} reverence, candour and reſpect; 
that the ir fields were fertile, their climate pure 
and healthy, their farmers rich and induſtrious, 
and the ſubjects in general the happicit of men. 
He would have proſecuted this favourite theme 
{till farther, had not his pupil been obliged to run 
ypon deck, in conſequence of certain warnings 
he received from his itomach. 

The ikipper ſeeing his condition, very honeſtly 
reminded him of the cold ham and fowls, with 2 
baſket of wine which he had ordered to be ſent 
on board, and aixcd if he would have the cloth 
laid below. He could not have choſen a more 
ſenſonable opportunity of manifeſting his own diſ- 
intereſtedneſs. Peregrine made wry faces at the 
mention of food, forbidding him, for Chriſt's ſake, 
talk no more on that ſubject, He then deſcendeꝗ 
into the cabin, and put the {ame queſtion to 
Mr. Jolter, who, he knew, entertained the ſame 
abhorrence for his-propoſal ; and meeting with 
the like reception from him, went between docks, 
and repeated his courteous profter to the valet de 
chambre and Jacquey, who lay ſprawling in all the 
pangs of a double cvacuation, and rcjeftel his 
civility with the. molt horrible loathing. Thus 
baffled in all his kind endeavours, he ordered 


his boy to ſecure the proviſion in one of his own 


lockers, according to the cuſtom of the ſhig. 
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bour, and they were obliged to bring to, and wait 


for a boat, which in leſs than half an hour came 
Mr. Jolter nw 4 
came upon deck, and ſnuſſing up the French air 
"with. ſymptoms of infinite ſatisfaction, aſked of 


-alovg-hde from the ſhore. 


the boatman, with the friendly appellation of 
Ales enfans, what they demanded for trantporting 
him and his pupil with their baggage to the pier. 
But how was he difconcerted, when thoſe polite, 
candid, reaſonable watermen demanded a Louis 
d'or for that ſervice! Pereprine with a farciſtic 
ſncer, obſerved, that he already began to perceive 
the juſtice of his encomiums on the French; and 


0 


the diſappointed governor could fay nothing in his 


own vindication, but that they were debauched 


by their intercourſe with the inhabitants of Dover, 
His pupil, however, was ſo much oſſended at 
their extortion, that he abſolutely refuſed to em- 
ploy them, even when they abated one half in 
their demand, and. ſwore he would ſtay on board 
till the packet ſhould be able to enter the har— 
bour, rather than encourage ſuch impoſition. 
The maſter, who in all probability had fome 
ſort of fellow-feeling with the boatmen, in vain 
repretented, that he could not with ſafety lie to, 
or anchor upon a lee-ihore; our hero having con- 


Aulted Pipes, anſwered, that he had hired his veſ- 


{cl to tranſport him to Calais, and that he would 
Oblige him to perform what he had undertaken. 


The ſkipper, very much mortihed at this per- 


-emptory reply, which wes not over and above 
agrecable to Nr. Jolter, diſmiſied the boat, not- 
withitanding the ſolicitations and condeſcention 
of the watermen. Running a little farther in 
ſhore, they came to an anchor, and waited till 
there was water enougli to Noat them over the bar, 
Then they ſtood into the harbour, and our gen— 
tleman, with his attendants and baggage, were 
Janded on the pier by the ſailors, whom hie likes 
#ally-rewarded for their trouble, 


It being low water, when they arrived on the 
Freuch coaſt, the veſſel could not enter the har. 
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He was immediately pied by a great number 
of portcrs, who lite ſo many hungry wolves,. 
Jaid hold on his luggage, and began to carry it 


eff piece-mcal, without his order or direction. 


Incenſed at this ofiicious inlulence, he command 


ed them to defiit, with many oaths and opprobri- 
2 ous terms that his anger ſuggeſted; and perceiving 
that one of chem did not teem to pay any regard 


to. what he ſaid, but marched off with his bur— 
den, he fnatched a cudgel out of his lacquey's 
hand, and overtaking the fellow in a twinxiing, 
brought him to the ground with one blow. He 
ws inftantly ſurrounded by the whole congre- 
cation of this canaille, who reteated the injury 
which their. brother had ſuſtained, and would 
have taken immediate ſatisfaction of the apgoreilor, 
had not Pipes, ſceing his matter zavolved, brought 
the whole crew to his aſiiſtance, and exerted him- 
ſelf ſo manfully, that the enemy were obliged to- 
retreat with many marks of defeat, and menaces 
of intereſting the commandant in their quar=- 
rel, Jolter, who knew and dicaded the power 
of the French governor, began to ſhake with ap- 
prebenſton, when he heard their repeated threats; 
but they durſt not apply to this magiſtrate, who, 
upon a fair repreſentation of the caſe, would 
have puniſhed them ſeverely for their rapacious 
and inſolent behaviour. Peregrine, without fur— 
ther moleſtation, availed himſelf of his own 
attendants, who ſhouldered his baggage, and fol- 
l»yvcd him to the gate, where they were ſtopt by 
the Centinels, until their names ſhould be regt- 
{-red;.--: 

Mr. Jolter, who had undergone this examina» 
tion before, reſolved to profit by his experience, 
aid cunningly repreſented his pupil as a young 
Eugliſh lord. This intimation, iupported by the 
aopearance of his equipage, was no ſooner com- 
municated to the oſſicer, than he turned out the 
guard, and ordered his ſoldiers to reſt upon their. 
arms, while his lordſhip paſſed in great ſtate to 
the Lion d Agent, where he took up his lodging 
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for the night, reſolvmg to ſet out for Paris next 
morning in a poſt-chaite. 

The governor triumphed greatly in this piece 
of complaiſance and reſpect with which'they had 
becn honoured, and reſumed his beloved topic 
of diſcourſe, in applauding the method and ſub- 
ordination of the French government, which was 
better calculated for maintaining order and pro— 
tetiing the people, than any conſtitution upon 
earth. Of their courteous attention to ſtrangers, 
there nceded no other -proof than the compliment 
which had been paid to them, together with the 
governor's connivance at Peregrine's employ- 
ing his own ſervants in carrying the baggage to 
the inn, contrary to tlie privilege of the inhabi- 
tants. ä 
While he expatiated with a remarkable degree 
of ſeli-indulgence on this ſubject, the valet de 
chambre coming into the room interrupted his 
:harangue, by telling his maſter, that their trunks 
and portmanteaus muſt be carried to the cuſtom- 
houſe, in order to be ſearched, and ſealed with 
lead, which muſt remain «untouched, until their 
arrival at Paris. | 

Peregrine made no objection to this practice, 
which was in itſelf reaſonable enough; but when 
he underftood that the gate was beſieged by an- 
other multitude of porters, who inſiſted upon 
their right of carrying the goods, and alſo of 
fixing their own -price, he abſolutely refuſed to 
comply with their demand. Nay, he chaſtiſcd 
ſome of the moſt clamorous among them with his 
foot, and told them, that if their cuſtom-houſe 
officers had a mind to examine his baggage, they 
might come to the inn for that purpoſe. The 
valet de chambrewas abaſhed at this boldneſs of 
his maſter's behaviour,-which, the lacquey, ſhrug- 
ing up his ſhoulders, obſerved, was bien a P 1n- 
gloiſe; while the governor repreſented it as an in- 
dignity to the whole nation, and endeavoured to 
perſuade his pupil to comply with the cuſtom of the 
place. But Peregrine's natural hauglitineſs of diſ- 
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7 poſition hindered him from giving ear to Jolter's 
Z wholcſome advice; and in lets than half an hour 
they obferved a file of muſqueteers marching up 
to the gate. At ſight of this detachment the tus 


tor trembled, the valet grew pale, and the lac- 
guey croſſed himſelf; but our hero, without ex- 


: hibiting any other ſymptoms than thoſe of indig— 


nation, met them on the threſhold, and with a 
ferocious air demanded their buſineſs. The cor- 


poral who commanded the file anſwered with 
great deliberation, that he had orders to convey 
his baggage to the cuſtom houſe ; and ſeeing the 
trunks ſtanding in the entry, placed his men be- 
' tween them and the owner, while the porters that 


followed, took them up, and proceeded to the 


' Pouane without oppoſition. 


Pickle was not mad enough to diſpute the aus 
thority of this meſlage : but, in order to gall, 
and ſpecify his contempt for thoſe who brought 
ii, he called alond to his valet, deſiring him, iu 
French, to accompany his things, and ſee that 
none of his linen and effects ſhould be ftolen by 


the ſcarchers. The corporal mortinted at this ſa- 
 t:rical inſinuation, darted a look of reſentment at 


the author, as if he had been intereſted for the 
glory of his nation; and told him, that he could 
perceive he was a ftranger in France, or elſe he 
would have ſaved himſelf the trouble of ſuch a 
needleſs precaution. 


n A F. XXXVI. 


e makes u fruitleſs attempt in gallantry; . departs 


far Bologne, where he ſpends the cvening with 
certain Engliſh . exiles. 


HATES thus yielded to the hand of power, 
he enquired if there was any other Engliſh 


company in the houſe ; when underſtanding that 


a gentleman and lady lodged in the next apart- 
ment, and had beſpoke a poſt-chaiſe for Paris, 


— WT oz, 


_— a 


— — — — — 


— — — r —— —— 


$909. THE ADVENTURES OF 


he ordered Pipes to ingratiate himſelf with their! 
footman, and, if poſſible, learn their names and 
condition, while he and Mr. Jolter, attended by, 
the lacquey, took a turn round the ramparts, and 


hy 


viewed the particulars of the fortification. s 
Jom was ſo very ſucceſsful in his enquiry, that 
when his maſter returned, he was able to give 
him a very ſatis factory account of his fellow lodg- 
ers, in conſequence of having treated his brother; 
with a. bottle of wine. Ihe pcople in queſtion Þ 
were a gentleman and his lady Jatcly arrived from 
England, in their way to Paris. The hutband 
was a man of good fortune, who had been 
a libertine in his youth, and a profeſſed declaim— 
er againſt matrimony. He. wanted neither ſenſe 
nor experience, and piqued himſelf in particular! 
upon his art of avoiding the ſnares of the ſemale 
ſex, in which le pretended to be deeply verſcd. 
But notwithſtauding all his caution and Kill, he 
had lately fallen a facrilice ro the attractions of 
an oyſter wench, who had found mcans to decoy 
him into the bands of wedlock; and, in order 
to evade the compliments and conpratulations 
of his friends and acquaintance, he had come 0 
far on a tour to Paris, where he intended) to in!tt- 
ate his ſhouſe in the beau monde. In the mcan 
time he choſe to live upon the reſerve, becauſe 
her natural talents had as yet received but little 
cultivation; and he had not the moſt implicit 
confidence in her virtue and diſcretion, which, 
it ſeems, had like to have yielded to the addreſ.es 
of an oſticer at Canterbury, who had made fnilt 
to inſinuate himf{clt into her acquaintance aud 
favour, 

Peregrine's curioſity being inflamed by this in— 
formation, he lounged about the yard, in hopes 
of ſceing the Dulcinea who had captivated toc 
old batchelor; and at length obſerving her at 3 
window, took the liberty of bowing to her with 
great reſpect. She returned the compliment with 
a curt'ſie, and appeared ſo decent in her dreſs and 
manner, that unleſs he had been previoufly in- 
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informed of her former life and converſation, he 
ande never would have dreamt that her education was 
Z giflerent from that of other ladies of faſhion; fo 


2 which people of condition value themielves ſo 
1 ati much. Not but that Mr. Pickle pretended to 

2 diſtinguiſh a certain vulgar audacity in her coun- 
„do-! tenance, which in a lady of birth and fortune 
pere would have paſted for an agreeable vivacity that 
on enlivens the aſpect, and gives poignancy to 
rom every feature; but as ſhe poſſeſſed a pair of fine 
1nd eyes, and a clear complexion overſpread with the 
cen! glow of health, which never fails of recom» 


Um- mending the owner, he could not help gazing at 


ente her with deſire, and forming the deſign of making 
ular! a conqueſt of her heart. With this view, he 
nale! ſent his compliments to her huſband, whole 


ged. name was Hornbeck, with an intimation, that. 
„he be propoſed to ſet out next day for Parts, and as 


of he underſtood that he was reſolved upon the ſame 
coy journey, he ſhould be extremely glad of his com- 
der pany on the road, if he was not better engaged. 
ions! Hornbeck, who in all probability did not chuſe 
ie % io accommodate his wife with a ſquire of our he» 
niti-þ 10's appearance, ſent a civil aniwer to his meſ- 
acanÞ foge, profeiling infinite mortification at his being 
aue unable to embrace the favour of this kind offer, 
little by reaſon of the indiſpofit ion of his wife, who, he 
ict! was afraid, would not be in a condition for ſome 
nich, days to bear the fatigue of travelling. This re- 
elles but, which Peregrine aſcribed to the huſband's 


ſnilt jcalonfſy, ſtifled his project in embrio; ke ordered 
aud his French ſetvant to take a place. for himſelf in- 


the Diligence, where all his luggage was ſtowed, 
« in-| except a ſmall trunk with ſome linen and other 
ops | neceflaries that was fixed upon the poſt-chaiſe 
] the Þ which they hired of the landiord; and carly next 
at al morning he and Mr. Tolter departed from Calais, 
with attended by his valet de chambre and Pipes on 
with | borfeback. They proceeded without any acci- 
sand] dent as far as Boulogne, where they breakfaſted 
y in- Jand vinted old father Graham, a Scottith gentle- 
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and, eaſy is it to acquire that external deportment on 
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man of the governor's acquaintance, who had li- Fl 
ved as a capuchin in that place for the ſpace of 


threeſcore years, and during that period conform- 


ed to all the auſterities of the order, with the moſt A 
rigorous exactneſs; being ny remarkable for 


the frankneſs of his converſation, the humanity 


of his diſpoſition, and the ſimplicity of his man- 


ners. From Boulogne they took their departure 
about noon, and as they propoſed to ſleep that 
night at Abbe Ville, commanded the poſtillion to 
drive with extraordinary ſpeed. Perhaps it was 
well for his cattle that the axle-tree gave way, 
and the chaiſe of courſe overturned before they 
had travelled one third part of the ſtage, 

This accident compelled them to return to the 
place from whence they had ſet out, and as they 
could not procure another convenience, they found 
themſelves under the neceſſity of ſtaying till their 
chaiſe could be refitted. Underſtanding that this 
operation would detain them a whole day, our 
young gentleman had recourſe to his patience, 
and demanded to know what they would have for 
Ainner; the garcon or waiter thus queſtioned, va— 
niſhed in a moment, and immediately they were 


lurprized with the appearance of a ſtrange figure, 


which, from the extravagance of its dreſs and geſ- 


ticulation, Peregrine.miftook for a madman of the 


7 


growth of Francc. This phantome (which, by the P 
bye, happened to be no other than tbe cook) P 
was a tall, long-legged, meagre, ſwarthy fellow, Þ 
that ſtooped very much; his cheek-bones were!“ 


remarkably raiſed, his noſe bent into the ſhape 
end fize of a powder horn, and the ſockets of his 
eyes as raw round the eages, as if the Kin had 
been pared off. On his head he wore a handker— 
chief, which had once been white, and now Jerv- 
ed to cover the upper part of a black perriwig, 
t0 which was attached a bag, at leaſt a foot ſquare, 
ith a folataire and ro: that ſtuck upon cach lids 
to bis ear; Oo that he looked like a criminal on 


the pillory. His back waz accommodated with a 
linen wartcoat, his hands adorned with long ruf 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE. 243 
les of the ſame piece, his middle was girded by 
an apron tucked up, that it might not conceal 
his white filk ſtockings rolled; and at his entrance 
he brandiſhed a bloody weapon full three feet in 
length, Peregrine when he frit ſaw him approach 


in this menacing attitude, put himfelf upon his 


guard, but being informed of his quality, peruſed 


his bill of fare, and having beſpoke tice or four 


things for dinner, walked out with Mr. Jolter to 
view both towns, which they had not leiſure to 
conſider minutely before. In their return from 
the harbour they met with four or five gentlemen, 
all of whom ſeemed to look with an air of dejecs 
tion, and perceiving our hero and his governor to 
be Engliſh by their dreſs, bowed with great re- 
ſpect as they paſſed. Pickle, who was naturally 
ecompaſſionate, felt an emotion of ſympathy ; and 
ſecing a perſon, who by his habit he judged to be 
one of their fervants, accoſted him in Engliſh, 
and aſked who the gentlemen were. Ihe lacquey 
gave him to underſtand that they were his own 
countrymen, exiled from their native homes, in 
conſequence of their adherence to an unfortunate 
and ruined cauſe ; and that they were gone to the 
ſea fide, according to their daily practice, in or- 
der to indulge their longing eyes, with a proſpect 
of the white cliffs of Albion, which they muſt ne- 
ver more approach. 

Though our young gentleman difſered widely 
from them in point of political principles, he was 
not one of thoſe enthuſiaſts who look upon every 
ſchiſm from the eſtabliſhed articles of faith, as 
damnable, and exclude the ſceptick from every 
benefit of humanity and chriſtian forgiveneſs : he 
could eaſily comprehend how a man of the moſt 
unblemiſhed morals might, by the prejudice of 
education, or indiſpenſable attachments, be en- 
gaged in ſuch a blame worthy and pernicious un- 
dertaking; and thought that they had already 


ſuffered ſeverely for their imprudence. Ile was 


affected with the account of their diurnal pilgri- 
mage to the ſca lide, which he conlidersd às 3 


I; 4 
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pathetic proof of their afſliction, and inveſted Þ 
Mr. Jolter with the agrecable ofiice of going to, 


them with a omg pliment in his name, and beg- 1 


ging the honour of drinking a glal 3 with them 1a | 
the evening. They accepted the prophfal witk 
great ſatisfaction and refpectiul acknowicdg- j 
ment, ard in the afternoon waited upon the | 
kind inviter, who treated them with coffee, and“ 
would have detained them to ſupper ; but they & 
inrreated the favour of his company at the houle 
which they frequented {o carr eltly, that he 
yielded to their ſolicitations, and with his gover- 
nor was conducted by them to the place, where 
they had provided an elegant repait, and regaicd 
them with ſome of the beſt claret in France. 
It was caſy fur them to perceive that their Prin- 
cipal peg was no NN Hrs er of their ſtate mas- 
ims, and therefore they ind luſttioutly avoided c- 
ry ſubject of converfation wich could give the 
leaſt oilence 3 not but that they lamentecl their 
own fituition, which cut them off from all their 
deareſt connections, and doomed them to 8 3 
tual baniſhment from their families and friend: 
but they did not, even by the moſt diſtant bin [1 
impeach the juſtice of that ſentence by which, 


bY n * 
eee 


they were condemned ; although one among 
them, who ſeemed to be about the ape of big 
ty, wept bitterly over bis misfortune, which ö 
had involved a beloved wife and three chile ren in 
miſery and diſtreſs 3; and in the in patience of his 
grief, curſed his own fate with frantic  imprece 
tions. His companions, with a view oft beguib) 
ing his ſorrow, and maniteſting th bs own ho- 
pitality at the ſame time, changed ihe topic of 
diſcourſe, and circulated the bumpers with greatÞ8 
atduity ; fo that all their cates were overwhcln-[3 
ed and forgotten, ſeveral drinking French!“ 
catches were ſung, and mirth and good fellow hip 
prevailed. 5 

in the midſt of this elevation, which commonly“ 
unlocks the moſt hidden ſentiment, and diſpeh“ 3 
_ every conſideration of caution and conſtraut? 
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one of the entertainers being more intoxicated 
than his fellows, propoſed a toaſt, to which Pe- 
regrine with ſome warmth excepted, as an unman= 
nerly inſult. The other maintained his propoſi- 
tion with indecent heat, and the diſpute begin- 
ning to grow very ſerious, the company interpo=- 
fed, and gave judgment againſt their friend, who 
was ſo keenly reproached and rchuked for his im- 
polite behaviour, that he retircd in high dudgeon, 
fircatening to relinquiſh their ſocicty, and 
branding them with the appellation of apoſtates 
from the common cauſe. Nortibed at the be- 
haviour of their companion, thoſe that remained 
were earneſt in their apologies to their guetts, 
whom they beſought to forgive his intemperance, 
aſſuring them with great confidence that he would, 
upon the recovery of his reflection, wait upon 
them in perſon, and aſk pardon for the umbrage 
he had given. Pickle was ſatisfied with their re- 
monſtrances, reſumed his good humour, and the 
night being pretty far advanced, reſiſted all their 
importunities with which he was intreated to ſee 
another bottle go round, and was eicorted to his 
own lodgings more than half ſeas over. Next 
morning about eight o'clock, he was waked by 
his valet de chambre, who told him that two of 
the gentlemen with whom he had ſpent the even- 
ing were in the houſe, and deſired the ſavour of 
being admitted into his chamber. He could not 
conceive the meaning of this extraordinary viſt, 
and ordering his man to ſhew them into his 
apartment, beheld the perſon who had aſfronted 
him enter with the gentleman who had reprchends 
ed his rudeneſs, 

He who had given the offence, after having 
made an apology fer diſturbing Mr. Pickle, told 
him that his friend there preſent had been with 
him early that morning, and propoſed the alter— 
native of either fighting with him mmcdately, 
or coming to beg pardon for his unmannerly de- 
portment over night; that though he had cou- 
rage enough to face any man in the field in a 

'H 3 
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righteous cauſe, he was not ſo brutal as to dif. 
obey the dictates of bis own duty and reflection, 
in conſequence of which, and not out of any re- 
card to the other's menaces, which he deſpiſed, 
he had now taken the liberty of interrupting his 
repoſe, that he might, as ſoon as pollble, atone 
for the injury he had done him, which he pro- 
tefted was the eſſect of intoxication alone, and 
begged his forgivencſs accordingly. Our hero 
accepted of this acknowledgment very graciouſly, 
thanked the other gentleman for the gallant part 
he had ated in his behalf; and perceiving that 
his companion was a little irritated at his offt- 
cious interpoiition, eſſected a reconciliation, hy 
convincing him that what he had done was for 
the honour of the company. Be then kept them 
to breakfaſt, expreſſed a deſire of ſeeing their 
lit uation altered for the better; and the chaiſe 
being repaired, took his leave of his entertain- 
ers, who came to with him a good journey, and 
with his attendants left Boulogne for the ſecond 
time. | 


. XXVXVII. 


 Preceeds for the capital. Takes up bis lodging at 
Bernay, Where he is overtakes by Mr, Horubeck, 
whoſe head he longs ta fortify. 


URING this day's expedition, Mr. Jolter 

took an opportunity of imparting” to his 
pupil the remarks he had made upon the induſtry 
of the French, as an undeniable proof of which 
he bade him caſt his eyes around, and obferve 
with what care cvery ſpot of ground was cultt- 
vated; and from the fertility of that Province, 
which is reckoned the poor cft in France, con- 
ceive tne wealth and afflucuce of the nation in 
general. Percgrine, amazed as well as diſguſted 
at this infatuation, anſwered that what he aſcribed 
to induſtry was the ciicct of meer wretcheducſs; 
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the miſerable peaſants being obliged to plough 
up every inch of ground to ſatisfy their oppreſſive 
landlords, while they themſelv es and their cattle 
looked like ſo many images of famine; that 
their extreme poverty was "evident from the face 
of the country: on which there was not one in- 
cloſure to be feen, or any other object, except 
ſcanty crops of baricy and oats, which could ne- 


ver reward the _ of the huſbandman ; that 


their habitations were no better than paultry 
huts 3 that in plates miles of extent, not one 
ventieman's houſe appeared: ; that nothing was 
more abject and foriorn than the attire of their 
country people; that the equipage of their tra- 
velling chailes was infinitely inferior to that of 2 
dung-cart in England; and that the poſtilion whe 
then drove their carriage, had neither ſtocking. 
to his legs, nor a ſhirt to his back. 

The governor finding his charge ſo in: tractable, 
reſolved to leave him in the mid{t of nis Own Re 
norance and prejudice, and reſerve his obſerva - 
tions ſor thoſe who would pay more deference ta 
his opinion: and indeed this reſolution he had 
often made, and as often broke, in the tranſ- 
ports of his zeal, that frequently burr: [ed him on 
vi the plan of conduct which in his cooler mo- 
ments he had laid down, They haited for a re- 
ir-hment at Montreml, and about ſcven in tlie 
evening arrived at a village called Bernay, where 
while they waited for freth horfes, they were 11 
iar med by the landlord, that the gates of Abbe 
Vitte were ſhut every night punctually at eight 
o clock; fo that it would Yo impoſhble for them 
to get admittance. He ſaid, there was not anv- 
ther place of entertainment on the road where 
they could paſs the night; and therefore, as a 
friend, he adviſed them to ſtay at his houſe, 
whore: they would find the beſt of accommoda- 


bon, and proceed upon their journey betimes in- 


the molning. | 

Mi. jolter, though he had travelled on that 
10d belore, could not recollect whether or not 
| L. 4 
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mine hoſt ſpoke truth; but his remonſtrance be- 
Ing very plauſible, our hero determined to fol-“ 
low his advice, and being conducted into an 
apartment, aſked what they could have for ſup- 


1 per. The landlord mentioned every thing that 
was catable in the houſe, and the whole being 
 .engroſled for the uſe of him and his attendants, ? 
He amuſed himſelf till ſuch time as it ſhould be | 


| dreſſed, in ſtrolling about tle houſe, which ſtands 
| in a very rural ſituation. While he thus loitered F 
away the time that hung heavy on his hands, ano- 
b ther chaiſe arrived at the inn, and upon inquiry 
be found that the new comers were Mr. Horn- 
beck and his lady. The landlord, conſcious of 
His inability to entertain the ſecond company, 
came and begged with great humiliation that Mr. 
. Pickle would ſpare them ſome part of the victuals 
He had beſpoke; but he refuſed to part with & 
znuch as the wing of a part ridge, tho” at the ſame 
time he ſent his compliments to the ſtrangers, Þ* 
and giving them to underſtand how ill the houſe Þ 
was provided for their reception, invited them Þ 
to partake of his ſupper. Mr. Hornbeck, who 
was not deficient in point of politeneſs, and ex- 
cremely well diſpoſed for a reliſhning meal, which 
He had 1caſon to expect from the ſavoury ſteam 
that iſſued from the kitchen, could not refit Þ 
this ſecond inſtance of our young gentleman's 
. civility, which he acknowledged by a meſſage, 
importing that he and his wife would do them- 
telves the pleaſure of profiting by his courteous 
offer. Peregrine's cheeks glowed when he found 
Himſelf on the eve of being acquainred with Mrs. ö 
Hornbeck, of whoſe heart he had already made 
a conqueſt in imagination; and he forthwith ſet 
his invention at work, to contrive ſome means , 
of defcating her huſband's vigilance, | 11 
When . ſupper was ready, he in perſon gave 
notice to his gueſt, and leading the lady into his 
apartmeut, ſcated her in an elbow chair at the 
upper end of the table, ſqueezing her hand and 
darting a moſt inſidious glance at the ſame time. 
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PEREGRINE PICKLE 249 
This abrupt behaviour he practiſed on the pre- 
ſumption, that a lady of her breeding was not 
to be addreſſed with the tedious forms that muſt 
be obſerved in one's advances to a perſon of birth 
and genteel education. In all probability his 
calculation was juſt, for Mrs. Hornbeck gave no 
ſigns of diſcontent at this ſort of treatment, but 


on the contrary, ſeemed to confider it as a proof 
of the young gentleman's regard; and tho” ſhe 


did not venture to open her mouth three times 
during the whole repaſt, ſhe ſhewed herſelf par- 
ticularly well ſatisfied with her entertainer, by 
ſundry fly and ſignificant looks, While her huts 
band's eyes were directed another way, and di- 
vers loud peals of laughter, ſignifying her appro- 
bation of the ſallies which he uttered in the 
courſe of their converſation. Her ſpouſe began to 
be very uneaſy at the frank demeanor of his yoke- 
fellow, whom he endeavoured to check in her 
vivacity, by aſſuming a ſeverity of aſpect ; but 
whether ſhe obeyed the diftaics of her own dif- 
poſition, which, perhaps, was merry and unre— 
ſerved, or wanted to puniſh Mr. Hornbeck for 
his jealouſy of temper; certain it is, her gaicty 
increaſed to ſuch a degree, that her huſband was 
grievouſly alarmed and incenſed at her conduct, 
and reſolved to make her ſenſible of his diſplea- 
ſure, by treading in ſecret upon her toes. He 
was, however, ſo diſconcerted by his indignation, 
that he miſtook his mark, and applied the ſharp 
heel of his ſhoe to the ſide of Mr. Joitcr's foot, 
comprehending his little toe that was ſtudded 
with an angry corn, which he invaded with ſuch 
a ſudden jerk, that the governor, unable to en- 
dure the torture in filence, farted up, and dan- 
cing on the floor, roarcd hideouily with repeated 
bellowings, to the unſpeakable enjoyment of Pe- 
regrine and the lady, who laughed themſelves 
almoſt into convulſions at the joke. Hornbeck, 
confounded at the miilake he had committed, 
begged pardon of the injurcd tutor with great 
contrition, proteſting that the blow he had 10 
I. Q 
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cur, which he thought had poſted himſelf under 
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unfortunately received, was intended for an ugly 


the table. It was lucky for him that there was! 
actually a dog in the room, to juſtiſy this excut, vel 
which Jolter admitted with the tears running“ 
over his cheeks, and the economy of the table 


Was recompoſed. | 


As ſoon, however, as the ſtrangers could with 
decency withdraw, this ſuſpicious huſband tooks II 
his leave of the youth, on pretence of being fa— 
tigued with his journey, after having, by way of 
compliment, propoſed that they ſhould travel to- 


gether next day; and Peregrine handed the Jady we 
to her chamber, where he withed her good night 

with another warm ſqueeze, which ſhe returned, | - 
This favourable hint made his heart bound with Þ A 
a tranſport of joy ; he lay in wait for an opportu- tl 
nity of declaring himſelf, and ſceing the huſband Þ® i 
go down into the yard with a candle, glided ! U 
Joftly into his apartment, where he foun41 her x 
almoſt undreſſed Impelled by the impetuofity of Þ 4 
his paſſion, which was ſtill more flamed by her a a 
preſent luſcious appearance, and encouraged by Ft 4 


the approbation ſhe had already expreſſed, he an 4 
towards her with eagerneis, crying, „ Zounds! II 
madam, your charms are irreſiſtible!““ and with- Þ | 
out further ceremony would have claſped her in 
His arms, had ſhe not begged him for the love of 
God to retire, for ſhould Mr. Hornbeck return | 
and find him there, ſhe would be undone for ever, | © 
He was not fo blinded by his paſſion, but that he 

faw the reaſonableneſs of her fear, and as he could 
not pretend to crown his wiſhes at that interview, 
he avowed himſelf her lover, aturcd ber that he Þ 
would exhauſt his whole invention in finding a 
proper opportunity for throwing himfelt at her 
feet; and in the mean time he rav:thed ſundry 
ſmall favours, which ſhe in the hurry of her 
fright could not withhold from his mpudence cf 
addreſs. Having thus happily ſettied the preli— 
minaries, he withdrew to his on chamber, and 
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ſpent the whole night in contriving ſtratagems 
to elude the jealous caution of his fellow-tra- 
veller, 


CH A ©. XXXVIII. 


They ſet out in company, breakfaſt at Abbe Ville, 


dine at Amiens, and about eleven 9 clock arrive 
at Chantilly, where Peregrine executes a plan 
which he had concerted upon Hornbeck, 


© whole company by agreement roſe and. 
departed before day, and breakfaſted at 
Abbe Ville, where they became acquainted with 
the finefie of their Bernay landlord, who had 
impoſed upon them, in affirming that they would 


not have been admitted after the gates were ſhut. 


From thence they proceeded to Amiens, where 
they dined and were peſtered by begging friars; 
and the roads being deep, it was eleven o'clock. 
at night before they reached Chantilly, where 
they found ſupper already dreſſed, in conſe- 
quence of having ditpatched the valet de chambre 
before them on horſeback. 

The conſtitution of Hornbeck being very much 
impaired by a life of irregularity, he found him- 
ſelf ſo fatigued with his day's journey, which 
amounted to upwards of an hundred miles, that 
when he ſat down at table, he could ſcarce fir 
upright; and in leſs than three minutes began to 
nod in his chair. Peregrine, who had foreſcen 
and provided for this occaſion, adviſed him to 
exhilarate his ſpirits with a glaſs of wine; and the 
propofal being embraced, tipt his valet de cham- 
bre the wink, who, according to the inſtructions 
he had received, qualificd the Burgundy with 
thirty drops of laudznum, which this unfortu- 
nate huſband ſwallowed ia one glaſs. The doſe 
co-operating with his former drowſineſs, lulled 
him fo faſt afleep, as it were inſtantaneouſly, that 
it was found neceflary to convey him to his o 
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chamber, where his footman undreſſed and put 
him to bed. Nor was Jolter (naturally of a ſlug- 
giſh diſpoſition) able to reſiſt his propenſity to 
fleep, without ſuffering divers dreadful yawns, 
which encouraged his pupil to adminiſter the ſame 
doſe to him, which had operated fo fucceſsfully 
upon the other Argus. This cordial had not ſuch 
2 gentle effect upon the rugged organs of Tolter, 


as upon the more delicate nerves of Hernbeck; 


but diſcovered itſelf in certain involuntary ſtart- 
ings, and convuliive motions in the muſcles of 
his face; and when his nature at length yielded 
to the power of this medicine, he ſounded the 
trumpet ſo loud through his noſtrils, that our 
adventurer was afraid the noiſe would wake his 
other patient, and conſequently prevent the ac- 
compliſhment of his aim. The governor was 
therefore committed to the care of Pipes, who 
lagged him in the next room, and having ſtrip— 
ped off his cloaths, tumbled him into his neſt, 
witile the two lovers remained at full liberty to 
indulge their mutual paſſion, 

Peregrine, in the impatience of his inclination 
would have finithed the fate of Hornbeck imme- 
cdliately; but his inamorata diſapproved of his in- 
tention, and repreſented that their being together 
by them{elves for any length of time, would be 
obſerved by her ſervant, who was kept as a ſpy 
upon her actions; ſo that they had recourſe to 
another ſcheme, which was exccuted in this 
manner : He conducted her into her own apart- 
ment, in preſence of her footman, who lighted 
them thither, and wiſhing her good reſt, returned 
to his own chamber, where be waited till every 
tning was quite in the houſe ; then ſtealing ſoftly 
10 her door, which had been left open for his ad- 
million in the dark, he found the huſband fill 
lecure in the embraccs cf ileep, and the lady in 
a looſe gown, ready to ſeal his happineſs. He 
conveyed her to his own chamber; but his gutity 
pation was not gratißed. | 
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ut The opium which had been given to [olter, 

g- together with the wine he had drank, produced 

to ſuch a perturbation in his fancy, that he was 

8, viſited with horrible dreams, and among other 

he miſerable ſituations, imagined himſelf in danger 

ly of periſhing in the flames, which he thought had 

h M7 taken hold on his apartment. This viſon made 

r, W# ſuch an imprethon upon his faculties, that he ; 

oy A alarmed the whole houſe with the repeated cries 

t- &Uüof Fire] Fire! and even leaped out of his bed, 

f jÞ though he till continued faſt aſleep. The lovers 

d || were very diſagreeably diſtut bed by this dreadful : 

e exclamation, and Mrs. Hornbeck running in great 

r confuſion to the door, had the mortification to | 

s | fee the footman with a light in his hand, enter | 

- [8 her huſband's chamber in order to give him notice 

s [of this accident. She knew that ſhe would be 

) inſtantly miſied, aud could ealily divine the 

- conſequence, unleſs her invention could imme- 

Cf diately trumip up ſome plauſible excuſe for her 

) [8 abſence. = 
1 Women are naturally fruitful of expedients in | 

| ||F caſes of ſuch emergency; ſhe employed but a few | 

- | ſeconds in recollection, and ruſhing directly to- | 

- | - wards the apartment of the governor, who ſtill 


continued to hollow in the tame note, exclaimed 
| in a ſcreaming tone, Lord have mercy upon 
us! where! where!“ By this time, all the fer- 
vants were aſſembled ia firange attire; Peregrine 
burſt into Jolter's room, and ſeeing him ſtalking 

in his ſhirt with his eves {hut, beſtowed fuch a 

flap upon his back, as in a moment difſolved his 
drxcam, and reſtored him to the uſe of his ſenſes. 
He was aſtoniſhed and athamed at being diſeo- 
 vered in ſuch an indecent attitude; and taking 
refuge under the cloaths, aiked pardon of all pre- 
ſent for the diſturbance he had ovealioned ; ſo- 
liciting with great humiiity the forgiveneſs of the 
lady, who, to a miracle, counterfeited the ut- 


| moſt agitation of terror, and ſurprize. Mean 
while, Hornbeck being awakened by the repeated 


| eflorts of his man, no ſgonct underſtood that 
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his wife was miſſing, than all the chimeras of 
jealouſy taking poſſeſlion of his imagination, he 


ſtarted up in a ſort of phrenzy, and ſnatching his 


ſword, flew ſtraight to Peregrinc's chamber ; 
where, though he found not that which he looked 
for, he un/uckily perceived an under petticoat, 
which his wife had forgot in the hurry of her re- 
treat. This diſcovery added fuel to the flame of 


his reſentment. He ſeized the fatal proof of his 


aithonvuur, and meeting his ſpouſe in her return 
to bed, preſented it to her view, ſaying, with 
2 moſt expreſſive countenance, 4 Madam, you 
have dropped your under-petticoat in the next 
room.” Mrs. Hornbeck, who inherited from na- 


ture a moſt admirable preſence of mind, looked 


earneſtly at the object in queſtion, and with in- 
credible ſerenity of countenance, affirmed that 


the petticoat muſt belong to the houſe, for ſhe 


had none ſuch in her poſſeſſion. Peregrine, who 
walked behind her, hcaring this aileveration, im- 
mediately interpoſed, and pulling Hornbeck by 
the ſleeve into his chamber, Gads zooks ! ſaid 


he, what buſineſs had you with that petticoat ! 


Can't you Jet a young fellow enjoy a little amour 
with an innkeeper's daughter, without expoſing 
his infirmites to your wife? Pihaw! that's fo 
malicious, becauſe you have quitted theſe adven- 
tures yourſelf, to ſpoil the ſport of other people.” 
The poor huſband was ſo confounded at the ef- 
frontery of his wife, and this cavalicr declaration 
of the young man, that his faith began to waver; 
he diſtruſted his own confeious diflidence of tem- 
per, which, that he might not expoſe, he expreſſed 
no doubt of Peregrine's veracity, but aſking 


pardon for the miſtake he had committed, re- 


tired, He was not yet ſatisfied with the behaviour 
of his ingenious helpmate, but on the contrary 
determined to enquire more minutely into the 
circumitances of this adventure; which turned 
out ſo little to his ſatisfaction, that he ordered his 
ſervant to get every thing ready for his departure 
by bicak of day; and when our adventurer rofe 
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next morning, he found that his fellow-travellers 
were gone above three-hours, though they had 
agreed to ſtay all the forenoon, with a view of 
ſecing the prince of Conde's palace, and to pro- 
cced all together for Paris in the afternoon. 

Peregrine was a little chagrined, when he un- 
derſtood that he was fo tuddenly deprived of this. 
untaſted morſel; and Jolter could not conceive: 
the meaning of their abrupt and uncivil diſap— 
pearance, which, after many profound conjec- 
tures, he accounted for, by ſuppoling that Horn- 
beck was ſome ſharper who had run away with 
an heireſs, whom he found it neceſſary ro conceal 
from the enquiry of her friends. | 

The pupil, who was well afured of the true 
motive, allowed his governor to enjoy the triumph 
of his own penetration, and confoled himfelf with 
the hope of ſecing his Dulcinea again at ſome of 
the public places in Paris, which he propoſed to 
frequent. Thus comforted, he viſited the mag- 
nificent ſtables and palace of Chantilly, and im- 
mediately after dinner ſet out for Paris, where 
they arrived in the evening, and hired apartments 
at an hotel in the Fauxbourgh St. Germaine, not 
far from the playhouſe. 


F 


He is involved in an adventure at Paris, and taken 


priſoner by the city guard. Becomes acquainted 
wit9 a French nobleman, who intradices him in 
the beau monde. 


THEY were no ſooner ſettled in theſe lodgings, 
than our hero wrote to his uncle an account 
of their ſafe arrival, and ſent another letter to 
his friend Gauntict, with a very tender hillet in- 
cloſcd for his dear Emilia, to whom he repeated 
all his former vows of conſtancy and love. 
The next care that iugroſied him was that of 
beſpeaking ſeveral ſuits of cloaths ſuitable to the 
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French mode, and in the mean time he never ap- 
peared abroad, except in the Enyliſh coffee-houte, 
where he ſoon became acquainted with ſome of 
his own countrymen, who were at Paris on the 
ſame footing with himſelf, The third evening 
after his journey, he was engaged in a party of 
thoſe young ſparks, at the houſe of a noted Trai- 
teur, whoſe wife was remarkably handſome, and 
otherwiſe extremely well qualified for alluring 
cuſtomers to her houſe. To this lady our young 
gentleman was introduced as a ſtranger freih 
from England; and he was charmed with her 
perſonal accompliſhments, as well as with the 
freedom and gaiety of her converſation, Her 
frank deportment perſuaded him that ſhe was one 


of thoſe kind creatures, who granted favours to 


the beſt bidder; on this ſuppoſition he began to 
be ſo importunate in his addrefles, that the fair 
Burgeoiſe was compelled to cry aloud in defence 
of her own virtue. Her huſvand ran immediately 
to her aſſiſtance, and finding her in a very alarm- 
ing ſituation, flew upon her raviſher with ſuch 
fury, that he was fain to quit his prey, and turn 
againſt the exaſperated Traitcur, whom he pu- 


niſhed without mercy for his impudent intruſion. 


The lady ſeeing her yokefellow treated with ſo 
little reſpect, eſpouſed his cauſe, and fixing her 


nails in his antagoniſt's face, ſcarified all one fide 


of his noſe. The noiſe of this encounter brought 
all the ſervants of the houſe to the reſcue of their 
maſter, and Peregrine's company oppoſing them, 
2 general battle enſued, in which the French 
were totally routed, the wife inſulted, and the 
huſband kicked down ſtairs, 

The publican, enraged at the indignity which 
had been offercd to him and his family, went out 
into the ſtreet, and implored the protection of 
the guet or city guard, which having heard his 
complaint, fixed their bayonets and ſurrounded 
the door, to the number of twelve or fourteen. 
The young gentlemen, fluſhed with their fnccelſs, 
and conidering the ſoldiers as ſo many London 
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vatchmen, whom they had often put to flight, 
rew their ſwords, and ſallied out, with Peregrine 
t their head. Whether the guard reſpected them 
a5 foreigners, or inexperienced youths intoxicated 
with liquor, they opened to right and left, and 
gave them room to pats, without oppoſition, This 
complaiſance, which was the effect of compaſſion, 
being miſinterpreted by the Englith Icader, he 
out of mere wantorneſs attempted to trip up the 
heels of the ſoldier that ſtood next him, but 
failed in the execution, and received a blow on 
his breaſt with the batt end of a ſuſil, that made 


— 


him ſtagger ſeveral paces backward. Incenſed at 


this audacious application, the whole company 
charged the detachment iword in hand, and after 


an obſtinate engagement, in which divers wounds 


were given and received, every foul of them was 
taken, and . conveyed to the main-guard. The 
commanding othcer being made acquainted with 
the circumſtances of the quarrel, in conſidera— 
tion of your youth and natural ferocity, for 
which the French make large allowances, ſet 
them all at liberty, after having gently rebuked 
them for the irregularity and inſolence of their 
conduct: ſo that all our hero acquired by his gal- 
lantry and courage, was a number of ſcandalons 
marks upon bis viſage that conſined him a whole 
week to his chamber, It was impoſtihle to conceal 
this diſaſter from Mr. Jolter, who having obtained 
intelligence of the particulars, did not fail to re— 
monſtrate againſt the raſhneſs of the adventure, 
v hich he obſerved muſt have been fatal to them, 
had their enemies been other than Frenchmen, 
who, of all people under the ſun, moſt rigorouſly 
obterve the laws of hoſpitality. 

As the governor's acquaintance lay chiefly 
among Iriſh and Engliſh pricſts, and a ſet of low 
people who live by making themſelves neceſſary 
to ſtrangers, cither in teaching the French lan— 
guage, or executing {mall commiſſions with which 
they arc intruſted, he was not the moſt proper 
perſon in the world for regulating the taſle of a 
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young gentleman who travelled for improveinent,Þ 
in expectation of making a figure one day in his} 
own country. Being conſcious of his own inca.Þ 
pacity, he contented himſelf with the office of à 
ſteward, and kept a faithful account of all thef 
money that was diſburſed in the courſe of thei 


8 


i 
family expence; not but that he was acquainted & 


with all the places which were viſited by ſtrangers 
on their firſt arrival at Paris; and he knew to a |; 


tard what was commonly given to the Swits of,“ 


each remarkable hotel; though, with reſpect to 
the curious painting and ſtatuary that every 
where abound in that metropolis, he was more 
ignorant than the domeſtie that attends for a 
livre a day. 

In ſhort, Mr. Jolter could give a very good 
account of the ſtages on the road, and fave the 
expence of Anatouint's detail of the curiofities in 
Paris; he was a connoiſſeur in ordinarics, from 
twelve to tive and thirty livres, knew all the rates 
of a Fiacre and Remiſe, could diſpute with a Tail- 
fear or Traiteur upon the articles of his bill, and 
ſcold the ſervants in tolerable French. But the 
Jaws, cuſtoms and genfus of the people, the cha- 
racters of indiduats, and ſcenes of poliſhed life, 
were ſabjects which he had neither opportunities 
to obſerve, inclination to conſider, nor difeernment 
to diltinguith, All his maxims were the ſugget— 
tions of pedantry and prejudice; fo that his per- 
cepticu was obſcured, his judgment biaſſed, his 
addreſs aukward, and his converſation abſurd and 
unentertaining: yet ſuch as I have repreſented 
this tutor, is the greateſt part of thoſe animals 
who lead raw boys about the world, under tlc 
denomination of travelling governors. Peregrine, 
therefore, being perfectly well aequainted with 
the extent of Mr. jolter's abilities, never dreamt 

conſulting him in the diſpoſtion of his conduct, 
but parcelled out his time according to the die- 
tates of his own reflection, and the information 
and direckion of his companions, who bad kve 
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cincnt Monger in France, and conſequently were better 


in his 
1 Inca. 


Lnted 


wi 
* 
4 


equainted with the pleaſures of the place. 
As ſoon as he was in a cond1.iion to appear à 
Ia Frangoiſa, he hired a gentecl chariot by the 


S$19o0th, made the tour of the Luxemoourg gal- 
ir Pery, Palais Royal, all the remarkable hotels, 


hurches, and celebrated places in Paris; viſited 


A. 4 


ngers Pt. Cloud, Marli, Verſailles, Trianon, St. Ger- 


V tO a 
ts of 
ſeldom failed of appearing in the public walks, 


& to 


-Very A 
ſome adventure ſuited to his romantic diſpofition. 
Ile never doubted that his perſon would attract 


more 
Or a 


good 
the 
s in 
rom 
ates 
"al 
an 


the 


main, and Fountainbleau; enjoyed the opera, 
maſquerades, Italian and French comedy; and 


1 


in hopes of meeting with Mrs. Horabeck, or 


the notice of ſome diſtinguiſhed inamorata, and 


was vain enough to believe that few female hearts 
were able to reſiſt the artillery of his accompliſh— 


OS 
— rr 


mn 


his chariot was ſtopped by an e 


counter is ſo uncommon in France, 
people ſhut up their ſhops, and from their win- 
dows threw cold water upon the combatants, with 


ments, ſhould he once ſind an opportunity of 
planting it to advantage. He preſented himzictf, 


however, at all the Spefacles for many weeks, 


without reaping the fruits of his expectation ; and 
began to entertain a very indifferent idea of the 
French diſeerument, which had overlooked him 
ſo long, when one day in his way to the opera, 

in the 


ſtreet, occaſioned by two peaſants, who having 


driven their carts againſt each other, quarrelled, . 


and went to loggerheads on the ſpot. Such a ren- 
that the 


a view of putting an end to the battle, which was 
maintained with great fury, and very little fill, 
until one of them receiving an accidental fall, 
the other took the advantage of tizis misfortune, 
and faſtening upon him as he lay, began to thump 
the pavement with his head. Our bery's equipage 
being detained cloſe by the ficld of this contention, 
Pipes could not bear to ſee the laws of hoxing ſo 
ſcandalouſly tranſgreited, and leaping from his 
ſtation, pulled the offender from his antagoniſt, 
waon he raiſed up, aud in the Engliſh language 


— —— 


260 THE ADVENTURES OF 


encouraged to a ſecond eſſay, inſtructing him at by 
the ſame time, by clenching his fiſts according to, hie 
art, and putting himſelf in a proper attitude. 12 
Thus confirmed, the enraged carman ſprung upon 

his foe, and in all appearance would have effec. Y _- 
tually revenged the injury he had ſuſtained, if he 'Þ 


: 3 N th. 
had not been prevented by the interpoſition 9 FP 
lacquey belonging to a nobleman, whoſe Ae 25 

D 


was obliged to halt in conſequence of.the diſpute. Þ = 
This footman, who was diſtinguiſhed by a cane, 
deſcending from his poſt, without the leaſt cere- 4 
mony or expoſtutation, began to employ his wea= [? 
4 i 
pon upon the head and ſhoulders of the peaſant It 
who had been patronizcd by Pipes; upon which 
Thomas refenting ſuch ungencrous behaviour, Þ 
| beſtowed ſuch a ſtomacher upon the officious in- 
termedler, as diſcompoſed the whole economy 
of his entrails, and obliged him to diſcharge the 
interjection Ah! with demonſtrations of greet an 
guiſh and amazement. The other two 8 
who ſtood behind the coach, ſeeing their fellows 
ſervant ſo inſolently aſſaulted, flew to his aſſiſt- 
ance, and rained a moſt difagreeable ſhower 
upon the head of his aggreſſor, who had no 
means of diverſion or defence. Peregrine, tho' 
he did net approve of Tom's conduct, could not 
bear to ſee him ſo roughly handled, eſpecially as 
he thought his own honour concerned in the fray, 
and therefore quitting his machine, came to the 
reſcue of his attendant, and charged his adverſa- 
Ties ſword in hand. Two of them no ſooner 
perceived this reinforcement, than they bctook 
themielves to flight, and e having twiſted 
the cane out of the hands of the third, belabourcd 
him ſo unmercifuliy, that our hero thought pro- 
per to interpoſe his authority in his behalf. The 
common people ſtoodaghaſt at this unprecedented. 
boldneſs of Pickle, who underſtanding that the 
perſon whoſe ſervants he had diſciplined, was 4 
genctal and prince of the blood, went up tot! 
coach, and aſked pardon for what he had 8 
imputing his own behaviour to his ipnorance v3 
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Ihe old nobleman accepted 
apology with great politencts, thanking, 
him for the trouble he had taken to reform the 


the other's quality. 


of his © 


manners of his domeſtics; and gueſing from 
our youth's appearance that he was fome ſtranger 
of eondition, very courteoufly invited him into 
the coach, on tlie pe Tg n that they were ger 
going to the opera. Pickle gladly embiaced th 
opportunity of becoming acquainted with a Pepe 
ſon of ſuch rank, and ordering his owa chariot. 
to follow, accompanied the count to his /: ge, 
where he converted with him during the whole 
entertainment, 

He ſoon perceived that Peregrine was not de- 
ſicieat in ſpirit or ſcuſe, and ſeemed particul arly 

is Engaging manner and ealy des- 

portment, quaittications for which the Ft 1.21; Nu. 
nation is by no means remarkable i in France, and 
therefore the more con{Þ!cuous and apreeable in 
the character of our hero, whom the no 


- 
"_ 


Hleman 
carried home that ſame evening, and introduced 
to his lady and ſeveral perſons of fathion who 
ſapped-at his houſe. Peregrine was quite capti- 
vated by their aſfible behaviour and the vivacity. 
of their diſcourſe; and after having been ho— 
noured with particular marks of confideration, 
took his leave, fully determined to cultivate ſuch 
a valuable acquaintance, 

His vanity ſuggeſted, that now the time was 
come when he {hou profit by his talents among; 
the fait ſex, on whom he reſolved to et mploy bis 


urmoſt art and addreis. With this view he afh-- 


dnou! 
cets by means cf his noble friend, 

no opportunity OF 
for ſome time mmared in 
was entertain 
France; but he 


ly engaged in all parties to which he had ac- 
h 


all his amuſements, 


did not long enjoy th: it elevation 


of hope which had fattsred 98 imaginat! on. He 
ſoon Ne ved that it would be impoſib! „le to 
n :ie honourable connexions he had made, 
every day at quadrille, or in 


maintz 
\W! hour eng ging 


let flip 
gratifying his ambition. He. 
and. 
ed in many of the beit families of 
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other words, loſing his money; for every perfor, 
of rank, whether male or female, was a pro. 
feſied gameſter, who knew and practiſed all the 
fineſſe of the art, of which he was entirely igno— 
rant. Beſides, he began to find himſelf a meer 
novice in French gallantry, which is ſupported by 


an amazing volubility of tongue, and obſcquious 


and incredible attention to trifles, a ſurpriſing fa- 
culty of laughing out of pure complaiſance, ard x 
nothingneſs of converſation which he could never 
attain. In fhort, our hero, who among his own 
countrymen would have paſſed for a ſprightly en- 
tertaining fellow, was conſidered in the brilliant 
aſſemblies of France as a youth of a very phleg- 
matic diſpoſition. No wonder then that his pride 
was mortificd at his own want of importance, 


which he did not fail to aſcribe to their defect 


in point of judgment and taſte : he conceived a 


diſguſt at the mercenary conduct, as well as the 


ſhailow intellects of the ladies; and after be had 
ſpent ſome months, and a round ſum of moncy, 
in fruitleſs attendance and addreſies, he fairly 
quitted the purſuit, and conſoled himſelf with 
the converſation of a merry Fille de joye, whoſe 
good graces he acquired by an allowance of 
twenty Lows per month, That he might the 
more caſily afford this expence, he difmilied his 
chariot and French lacquey at the ſame time, 

He then entered himſelf in a noted academy, 
in order to finith his exerciſes, and contracted an 
acquaintance with a few ſenſible people, whom 
he diſtigguiſhed at the coffee-houſe and ordinary 
to which he reſorted, and who contributed nut 
a little ro the improvement of his knowledge and 
taſte: for, prejudice apart, it muſt be owned 
that France abounds with men of conſummate 
honour, profound fagacity, and the moſt liberal 
education. From the converſation of ſuch, he 
obtained a diſtinct idea of their gavernment and 
conſtitution; and though he could not help acs 
miring the exceltent order and c:conomy of their 
police, the reſult of all his enqulries was {clfe 
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congratulation on his title to the privileges of a 
Britiſh ſubject. Indeed this invaluable birth- 
right was rendered conſpicuous by fuch flagrant 
occurrences, which fell every day almoſt under 
his obſervation, that nothing but the groſile!l pre- 
judice could diſpute its exiſtence. 


Cn XA 


Acquires a &iftind idea of the French government; 
gquarrels with a muſquetaire, whom he aftcr- 
wards fights and vanquiſpes, after having pu- 
nifned him for interfering in his amorous we- 
Creations. » 


Mod many other inſtances of the fame 
nature, [ believe it will not be amifs to 
exhibit a few ſpecimens of their adminiſtration, 
which happened during his abode at Paris, that 
thoſe who have not the opportunity of obſery- 
ins for themſelves, or are in danger of being 
influenced by miſrepieſentation, may compare 
their own condition with that of their neigh- 
bours, and do juſtice to the conſtitution under 
which they hve. | 
A lady of diftinguiſhed character having been 
lampooned by ſome obſcure fcribbler, who could 
not be diſcovered, the miniſtry, in conſequence 
of her complaint, ordered no fewer than five 
and twenty abbes to be apprehended and ſent to 
the Baſtile, on the maxim of Herod, when he 
commanded the innocents to be murdered, ho- 
ping that the principal object of his cruelty 
would not efcape in the general calamity ; and 
the friends of thoſe unhappy pritoners durſt not 
even complain of the unjuſt perſecution, but 
rugged up their ſhoulders, and in ſilence de- 
plored their misfortube, uncertain whether of 


3 . : 
not they ſhonid ever ſet eyes on them again, 


About the ſame time, a gentleman of family, 


who had beca oppreded by a certain poweriut 


264 THE ADVENTURES OF 


duke that lived in the neighbourhood, found 
means to be introduced to the king, who re 
cetving his petition very g graciouſly, aiked in 
what regiment be ſerved; and when the memo- 
rialiſt. anſwered, that he had not the honour of 
being in the ſervice, returned the paper unopen— 
ed, 2nd refuſed to hear one circumſtance Of his 
complaint; ſo that far from being redreiled, he 
remained more than ever expoſed to the tyranny 


of his oppreſſors: nay o notorious is the diſ. 
couragement of all thoſe who preſume to live 


independent of court fevour and conncexions, 
that one of the genticmen, whoſe friendſhip Pe- 
regrine cultivated, frankly owned he was in poſ- 
ſetion of a moſt romantic place, in one of the 
provinces, and deeply enamoured of a country 
life; and yet he de arſt not relide upon his own 
estate, leſt by flackening his attendance upon 
the great, who honoured him with their pro- 
tection, he ſhould fall a prey to ſome rapactous 
intendant. 

As for the common people, they are ſo much 
inured to the icourge and infolence of ROW, 
that every ſhabby ſubaltern „every beggarly cadet 
of the noblefſ+, every low rctainer to the court, 
inſults and 11: ares them with impunity. A. cer- 
tain Ecuyer, or. horſe-dealer, belonging to the 
king, being one day under the hands of a barber, 
who happened to cut the herd of a pimple on 
his face, he ſtarted up, and drawing his ſword, 
wounded him deſperately in the ſlwulder. The 
poor wadeſman, hurt as he was, made an eflort 
to retire, and was followed by this barbarous al- 
ſatin, who, not contented with the vengeance hz 
had taken, plunged his fword a ſecond time 1nto 
his body, and killed him on the ſpot. Having 
performed this inhuman exploit, be dreffed him- 
je!f with great deliberation, and going to Ver- 
ſailles, im: mediately obtained « pardon for what 
he had done ; triumphing in his brutality with 
ſuch inſolenct, that the very next time he had 
occaſion to be ſhaved he fat with his ſword er 
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occaſion to be ſhaved he ſat with his ſword ready 
drawn, in order to repeat the murder, in cate 
the barber ſhould commit the ſame miſtake. Yet 
ſo tamed are thoſe poor people to ſubjection, that 
when Peregrine mentioned this aſiaſlination to 
his own trimmer, with expreſſions of horror and 
deteſtation, the infatuated wretch replied, that 
without all doubt it was a misfortune, but it 
proceeded from the gentleman's paſſion; and 
obſerved, by way of encomium on the govern- 


France. | | 

A few days after this outrage was committed, 
our vouth, who was a profefled enemy to all 
oppreition, being at one of the firſt loges at the 
comedy, was eye-witneſs of an adventure which 
filled him with indignation: a tall, ferocious fel. 
low, in the parterre, without the leaſt provoca- 
tion, but prompted by the meer wantonueſs of 
pride, took hold of the hat of a very decent 
young man who happened to ſtand betore him, 
and twirled it round upon his lead. The party 
thus offcuded turned to his agreftor, and civilly 
alked the reaſon of ſuch treatment; but he re- 
ceived no anſwer; and when he looked the other 
way, the inſult was repeated: upon which he ex- 
pretied his reſentment as became a man of ſpirit, 
and he defired the offender to walk out with him, 
No Goner did he thus ſignify his intention, than 
his adverſary, ſwelling with rage, cocked his hat 
ticreely in his face, and fixing his hands in his 
ides, pronounced with the moſt imperious tone, 
„ Hark ye, Mr. Round Periwig, you muſt 
know that I am a mouſquctaire.“ Scarce had 
this awful word efcaped from his lips, when the 
blood forſook the lips of the poor challenger, 
who with the moſt abject ſubmiſſion begged par- 
don for his preſumption, and with diſſiculty ob- 
tained it, on condition that he ſhould immedi. 
ately quit the place. Having thus exerciſed his 
authority, he turned to one of his companions, 
and with an air of diſdainful ridicule, told him he 

Vor. h NM 


at this licentious behaviour, that he could not 
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was like to have had an affair with a Bourgois;Þ 
adding, by way of heightening the irony, Þ 
«© Fgad ! | believe he's a phyſician.” | 

Our hero was ſo much ſhocked and irritate( 


| 
0 
l 
1 


es mee 
\ 


juppreſs his reſentment, which he manifeſted, by 
Jaying to this Hector, Sir, a phyſician may bef 
a man of honour.” To this remonſtrance, which! 
was delivered with a very ſignificant countenance} 
the mouſquetaire made no other reply, but that c 
of echoing his aflertion with a loud laugh, in 
which he was joined by his confedcrates. Pe. 
regrine plowing with reſentment, called him x 
Fanfarin, and withdrew in expectation of be. 
ing followed into the ſtreet. The other under 
ſtood the hint, and a rencounter muſt have enſu- 
ed, had not the officer of the guard, who over- 
heard what paſled, prevented their meeting by 
putting the mouſqueraire immediately under ar 
Teſt. Our young gentleman waited at the door 
of the parterre, until he was informed of this in. 
terpoſition, and then went home very much cha- 
grined at his diſappointment ; for he was an ut- 
ter ſtranger to fear and diffidence on thoſe occa- 
fions, and had fet his heart upon chaſtiſing the 
inſolence of this bully, who had treated him with 
ſuch diſreſpect. 

This adventure was not ſo private but thath - 
it reached the ears of Mr. Jolter by the caual 
of ſome Engliſh gentlemen who were, preſent j. 
when it happened; and the governor, who en | 
tertained a moſt dreadful idea of the monique- 
taires, being alarmed at a quarrel, the conſe- 
quence of which might be fatal to his charge, 
waited on the Britiſh ambaſſador, and begged he 7 
would take Peregrine under his immediate prof , 
tection, His excellency having heard the cirf | 
cumſtances of the diſpute, ſear one of his geg 1 
tlemen to invite the youth to dinner; and aitc } 
having aſſured him that he might depend upon 
His countenance and regard, repreſented the 
raſhacis and impetuofity of his conduct ſo mucl 
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to his conviction, that he promiſed to act more 
circuminectiy for the tuture, and drop all 
"thoughts of the moutquetaire from that mo- 
ment. | | 

A few days aſter he had taken this Iaudable 
reſolution, Pipes, who had carried a billet to his 
miſtreis, informed him, that he had perceived a 
laced hat lying vpon a marble ilab in her apart- 
ment; and that when ſhe came ont of her own 
chamber to receive the letter, ſhe appeared in 
manifeſt diſorder. 


From theic hints of intelligence, our young. 


gentleman ſuſpected, or rather made no doubt of 
her infdelity; and being by this time well nigh 
cloyed with poſieiion, was not ſorry to find that 
ſhe had given him cauſe to renounce her cor— 
reſpondence. That he might therefore detect her 
in the very breach of duty, and at the fame time 
puniſh the gallant who had the preſumption to 
invade his territories, he coucerted with himfelf 
a plan which was executed in this manner: 
During his next interview with his Duleinea, 
far from ditcovering the leaſt ſign of jealouiy or 
diſcontent, he effected the appearance of ex» 
traordinary fondneſs; and after having ſpent 
the afternoon with the few of uncommon 1a» 
tisſaction, told her he was engaged in a party 
fer Yountainbleau, and would ſet out from Pas» 
ris that ſame evening; ſo that he thould not 
have the pleaſure of ſceing her again for ſome 
days. 8 | 

'The lady, who was very well verſed in the 
arts of her occupation, pretended to receive this 
pi:ce of news with great affliction, and conjured 
him with tuch marks of real tendernets, to re— 
turn as ſoon as poſſible to her longing arms, that 
he went away almoſt convinced of her fincerity, 
Determined however to profecute his ſcheme, 


he actually departed from Paris with two or three 


gentlemen of his acquaintance, who had hired a 
Rem iſe loi a jauut to Veriailles; and having ace 
M 2 
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companied them as far as the village of Paſse, 
returned iu the duſk of the evening on foot. 

He waited impatiently till midnight, and then 
arming himſelf with a caſe of pocket piſtols, and 
attended by truſty Tom with a cudgel in lis 
hand, repaired to the lodgings of his ſuſpected 


1 


3 
* 
I. 
> 


ak 
her 


Fe ſhe 
| gal 
en, 


inamorata. Having given Pipes his cue, he 
knocked gently at the door, which was no ſooner | 


opened by the lacquey than he bolted in, before] un 
the fellow could recolle& himſelf from the con- the 


fulion occationed by his unexpected appearance; 


and leaving Tom to guard the door, ordcred the 


trembling valet to light him up ſtairs into his la- 


dy's apartment. The firſt object that preſented 
It{clf to his view, when he entered the anti- 
chamber, was a ſword upon the table, which he 
immediately ſeized, exclaiming in a loud and me— 
nacing voice, that this miſtreſs was falſe, and then 


in bed with another gallant, whom he would 


inſtantly put to death, This declaration, con- 
firmed by many terrible oaths, he calculated for 
the hearing of his rival, who, underſtanding his 
fanguinary purpoſe, ſtarted up in great trepida- 
tion, and, naked as he was, dropped from the 
balcony into the ſtreet, wlule Peregrine thun— 
dered at the door for admittance; and guefling 
his deſign, gave him an opportunity of making 
this precipitate retreat. Pipes, who ſtood cen- 
tinel at the door, obterving the fugitive deſcend, 
attacked him with his cudgel, and ſweating him 
from one end of the ſtreet to the other, at laſt 
committed him to the guet, by whom he was con- 
veyed to the officer on duty in a molt diſgraceful 
and deplorable condition.” | 
Mean while, Peregrine having burft open the 
chamber door, found the lady in the utmoſt dread 
and conſternation, and the ſpoils of her favourite 
ſcattered about the room; but his reſentment 
was doubly gratified, when he learnt upon en- 
quiry, that the perſon who had heen fo diſagrce— 
ably interrupted, was ne other than that indivi- 
dual mouſquctairc with whom he had quarrellcd 
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at the comedy. He upbraided the nymph with 


her pertidy and ingratitude, and telling her that 


? ſhe mult not expect the continuance of his re- 
gard, or the appointments which ſhe had hitherto 
enjoyed from his bounty, went home to his 
own lodgings, overjoyed at the iſſue of the ad- 
venture, 

The ſoldier, exaſperated at the diſgrace he had 
undergone, as well as the outrageous inſult of 
the Englith valet, whom he believed his matter 
had tutored for that purpoſe, no ſooner extri- 
cated himſelf from the opprobrious lituation he 
had incurred, than breathing vengeance againſt 
the author of the affront, he came to Peregrine's 
apartment, and demanded ſatisfaction upon the - 
ramparts, next morning before ſun-riſe. Our 
hero aſſured him, he would not fail to pay his re- 
jpects to him at the time and place appointed; 
and foreſceing that he might be prevented from 
keeping this engagement by the ofitcions care of 
his governor, who taw the mouſquctaire come in, 
he told Mr. Jolter, that the Frenchman had vi- 
ſited him in conſequence of an order he had re- 
ceived from his ſupcriors, to make an apology for 
his rude behaviour to him in the playhouſe, and 
that they had parted very good friends. This 
aſſurance, together with Vickle's tranquil and un- 
concerned behaviour thro' the day, quicted the 
terrors which had begun to take potiethion of his 
tutor's imagination; ſo that the youth had an 
opportunity of giving him the ſlip at night, when 
he betook himielf to the lodgings of a friend, 
whom he engaged as his ſecond, and with v hom 
he immediately took the field, in order to avoid 
the ſcareh which Jolter, upon miiſing him, might 
ſet on foot. 

This was a neceſlary precaution; for as he 
did not appear at ſupper, and Pipes, who utually 
attended him in his excurſions, could give no 
account of his motions, the governor was dreads 
fuily Alen at his abſence, ad ordered his man 
to run in queſt of his maſter to all the places 
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which he uſed to frequent, while he himſelf went 
to the commiſſaire, and communicating his fuſ- 
picions, was accommodated with a party of the 
horſe-pnards, who patroled round all the cnpvi— 
rons of the city, with a view of preventing the 
rencounter, Pipes might t have directed them to 
the lady, by whoſe information they could have 
Jearat the name and lodgings of the mouſyquc- 
taire, and if he had been apprehended the duel 
would not have happened; but he did not chooie 
to run the riſk of difobliging his maſter, by in- 
termiddling in the affair, and was moreover very 
defirous that the Freuchman ſhould be humbled; 
for he never doubted that Peregrine was more than 
a match for any two men in France. In this c5:- 
fidence, therefore, he ſought his maſter with great 
diligence, not with view of diſappointing his 
intention, but in order to attend him to the bat- 
tle, that he might ſtand by him, and tee juſtice 
done. 

While this inquity was carried on, our hero 
and his companion concealed themfclves among 


ſome weeds that erew on the edge of the parapet, 


a few yards from the ſpot w pere he had agreed to 
meet the mouſyguetaire; and jearce had rhe morn- 
ing rendercd objects diſtinzuiſhable, when they 
perceived their men advancing boldly tothe place. 
Peregrine ſecing them approach, ſprung oy ward 
to the ground, that he might have the glory of 
anticipating Eis ant agoniſt ; and ſwords being 
drawn, all four were engaged in a twinkling. 
Pickle's eagerneſs had well nigh coſt him his life ; 
for, without adn his footing, he flew ot» 
realy to his oppoſice, and ſtumbling over a ſtone, 
was wounded on one ſide of his head before he 
could recover his attitude. Far from being de- 

ſpirited at this cheek, it ferved only to animate 
him the more; being endowed with uncommon 
agility, he retrieved his poſture in a moment, 
and having parricd a ſecond thruſt, returned the 
longe with ſuch incredible ſpeed, that the ſoldier 


had not time to reſume his guard, but was im 
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? mediately run thro' the bend of his right arm; 
N and the ſword dropping out of his hand, our he- 
1 


ro's victory was compleat. 

Having diſpatched his own buſineſs, and re- 
ceived the acknowledgment of his adverſary, who 
with a look of infinite mortification obſerved, 
thit his was the fortune of the day, he ran to 


part the ſeconds, juſt as the weapon was twiſted 


out of his companion's hand: upon which he 


took his place, and in all likelihood, an obſti- 
nate diſpute would have enſued, had they not 


been interrupted by the guard, at ſight of whom, 
the two Frenchmen ſcampered off. Our young 
| gentleman and his friend allowed themſelves to 
be taken pritoners by the detachment which had 


been ſent out for that purpoſe, and were carried 
before the mag.ſtrate, who having ſharply re- 
primanded them for preſuming to act in contempt 
of the laws, ſet them at liberty, in conſideration 
of their being ſtrangers, cautioning them at the 
ſame time to beware of ſuch exploits for the future. 

When Peregrine returned to his own lodgings, 
Pipes ſeeing the blood trickling down upon his 


maſter's neckeloth and folitaire, gave evident to- 


kens of ſurpriſe and concern, not for the con- 
ſequences of the wound, which he did not ſuppoſe 
dangerous, but for the glory of Old England, 


vhich he was afraid had ſuffered in the engage- 


ment; for he could not help ſaying, with an air 
of chagrine, as he followed the youth into his 
chamber, © I do ſuppoſe as how you gave that 
lubherly Frenchman as good as he brought.” 


RR 
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C HA II. 


ATr. Jolter threatens to leave him on account of hi; 


miſcondudl, which he promiſes to refify; tut} 


hs refulution is defeated by the imprtxoſity of his 
Paſſions. He meets accidentally with Mrs. Horn- 


beck, who elopes with bim from her huſbard, Þ 
but is reſtored by the inter poſition of the Britiſh Þ. 


amba{[Jador, 


HOUGH Mr. Jolter was extremely well : 
pleaſed at the ſafety of his pupil, he could 


not forgive him for the terror and anxiety be had 
undergone on his account, and roundly told him, 
that notwithſtanding the inclination and attach- 
ment he had to his perfon, he would immadi— 
ately depart for England, if ever he ſhould hear 
of his being involved in ſuch another adventure; 
for it could nat be expected that he would facri— 
fice his own quiet, to an untequited regard for 
one who ſeemed determined to keep him in conti- 
nual uneafinets and apprehenſion. 88 

To this declaration Pickle made anſwer, that 
Mr. Jolter, by this time, ought to be convinced 
of the attention he had always paid to his eaſe 
and ſatisfaction ; fince he well knew that he 
had ever looked upon him in the light of a friend 
rather than as a couniellor or tutor, and deſired 
his company in France, with a view of promoting 
his intereſt, not for any emolument he could ex- 
pet from his inſtruction. This being the caſe, 
he was at liberty to conſult his own inelinations, 
with regard to going or ſtaying; tho' he could 
nor help owning hinfelf obliged by tte concern 
he expreiled for his fafety, and would endeavour, 
for his own ſake, to avoid giving him any cauſe of 
d:{turbance in time to come. | | 

No man was more capable of moralizing upo 
Peregrine's miſconduct than himſelf; his reflec- 
tions were extremely juſt and ſagacious, and at- 
tended with no other diſadvantage, but that of 
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occurring too late. He projected a thouſand ſa- 


lutary ſchemes of deportment, but, like other 
projectors, he never had intereſt enough with 


the miniſtry of his paiſions to bring any one of 
them to bear. He had in the heyday of his gal- 
/antry, received a letter from his friend Gaunt- 


let, with a kind poſtfeript from his charming 


© Emilia ; but it arrived at a very unſeaionable 
juncture, when his imagination was engroſſed by 
conqueſts that more agreeably flattered his ambi- 
tion; ſo that he could not find leiſure and inclis 
nation, from that day, to honour the correſpon- 


dence which he himiclf had ſolicited. His va- 


| nity, had, by this time, diſapproved of the en- 
gagement he had contracted in the rawneſs and 
intxperience of youth; tuppeſting, that he was 


born to make ſuch an important figure in life, as 
| ought to raite his ideas above the confileration of 
any ſuch middling connexions, and fix his atten- 
tion upon objects of the moſt inblime attraction... 
| 'Thete dictates of ridiculous pride had almoſt et- 


| faced the remembrance of lus amiable miſtreſs, 
or at leaſt ſo far warped his morals and integrity, 


| that he actually began to conceive hopes of her 


altogether unworthy of his own character and her- 


deſerts. | 
Mean while, being deſtitute of a toy for the 


| dalliance of his idle hours, he employed ſeveral 
ſpies, and almoſt every day made a tour of the 
public places in perſon, with.a view of pro- 
curing. intelligence of Mr. Hornbeck, with whoſe 
wife he longed to have another interview. In 
this courſe of expectation had he exerciſed him- 


{lf a whole fortnight, whea chancing to be at 


the hojpiral of the invalids with a gentleman 


lately arrived from England, he no ſooner en- 


tered the church than he perceived this lady, at- 
tended by her ſpouſe, who at ſight of our hero 
changed colour and looked another way, in or- 
der to diſcourage any communication between 


mem. But the young man, who was not ſo ea- 


E ly repulicd, advanced with great alſurance to 
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his fellow-traveller, and taking him by the hand, | 
expreſſed his ſatisfactian at this unexpected meet- þ 
ing; kindly upbraiding him for his precipitate | 
retreat from Chantilly. Before Hornbeck could 
make any reply, he went up to his wife, whom 
he complimented in the ſame manner, aſſur— 
ing her with ſome ſignificant glances, he was! 
extremely mortified, that ſhe had put it out of þ 
his power to pay his reſpects to her on his firſt Þ 
arrival at Paris; and then turning to her huſband, | 
who thought proper to keep cloſe to him in this 
conference, begged to know where he could have] 
the honour of waiting upon him; obſerving at 
the ſame time, that he himſelf lived a PacadernicÞ 
de Palfrenier. | f 

Mr. Hornbeck, without making any apology 
for his elopement on the road, thanked Mr. 
Pickle for his complaiſance in a very cool and 
diſobliging manner; ſaying, that as he intended 
to ſhift his lodgings in a day or two, he could not 
expect the plcature of ſeeing him, until he ſhould 
be ſettled, when he would call at the academy, 
and conduct him to his new habitation. 

Pickle, who was not unacquainted with the 
ſentiments of this jcalous gentleman, did not put 
much confidence in his promiſe, and therefore 
made divers efforts to enjoy a little private con- 
verſation with his wife; but he was ba\lled in all 
his attempts by the indefatigable vigilance of her 
keeper, and reaped no other immediate pleaſure 
from this accidental mceting, than that of a kind 
ſqueeze while he handed her into the coach. 
However, as he had been witneſs to ſome in- 
ſtances of her invention, and was no ſtranger £0 
the favourable diſpoſit ion of her heart, he cnter- 
tained {ſome faint hopes of profiting by her un- 
derſtanding, and was not deceived in his expec- 
tation; for the very next forenoon, a Savoyard 
called at the academy, and put the ſollowing. hel- 
Let in his hand: | | 
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f ceipt of this elegant epiſtle, which was directed, 


A Monſr Monſr Pictbell, a la Gaddame de Paul 
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Coind Sur, 
Eaving the playſure of meating with you 
H at the ofspital of anvilheads, I take this 


lubbertea of latin you know, that I lotch at the 


h:ttail de may cong dangle rouy Doghoufeten, with 


two poſtis at the gait, naytheir of um very hole, 
ware I thall be at the windore, if in kais you 
will be ſo good as to paſs that way at ficks a 
cloak in the heavening, when Mr. Hornbeck 
goes to the Calfhay de Contea. Prey for the loaf 
ok Gecſus keep this from the nolegs of my huts- - 
ban, ells he will make me leed a hell upon ruth. 
Being all from, deer Sur, 


Your moſt umbell ſervan wile 


DEBORAU HORN EECXK- 


Our young gentleman was raviſhed at the re— 


| Freny, and did not fail to obey the ſummons at 
the hour of aſſignation ; when the lady, true to 


her appointment, beckoned him up ſtairs, and. 


he had the good fortune to be admitted unſeen. 


| meeting, the told him, that her huſbaud had 


After the firſt tranſports of their mutual joy at 


| been very ſurly and croſs ever fince the adventure 


at Chantilly, which he had not yet digeſted; 
that he had laid ſevere injunctions upon her to 


avoid all commerce with Pickle, and even threat- 


tned to ſhut her up in a convent for life, if ever 
ſhe ſhould diſcover the leaſt inclination to renew 
| that acquaintance; that ſhe had been cooped up 
in her chamber unde her arrival at Paris, with- 
out being permitted to fee the place, or indeed 
any company, except that of her landlady, whoſe 
language ſhe did not underſtand; fo that her ſpi- 
rit being broke, and her hea'th impaired, he was 
prevailed upon ſome days ago to indulge her in a 


| few airings, during which ſhe had ſeen the gare + 


dens of the Luxembourg, the Thuillerics and 


| Palais Royal, though at thoſe times when there 
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was no company in the walks; and that it was in 
one of thoſe excurſions ſhe had the happireſs of 
meeting with him. Fin:Illv, ſhe gave him to 
underſtand, that rather than continue longer in 
juch confinement with the man whom ſhe could 
not love, ſhe would inftantly give him the flip, 
and put ber{elf under the protection of her lover, 

Raſh aud unthinking as this declaration might 
be, the young gentleman was 10 much of a gal— 
Jant, that he would not baulk the lady's inclina- 
tions, and too infatuated by his pailion to forcice 
the conſequences of ſuch a dangerous ſtep ; he 
therefore, without heſſtation, embraced the pro- 
polal, and the coaſt being clear, they ſailied into 
the ſtreet, where Peregrine called a Fiacre, or- 
dered the coachman to drive them to a tavern : 
but knowing it would not be in his power to 
conceal her from the ſearch of the lieutenant de 
police, if the ſhould remain within the walls of 
Paris; he hired a Remiſe, and cairicd her that 
lame evening to Villquif, about four Je:.cucs 
from town, where he ſiaid with her all night; 
and having boarded her on a gentecl penſion, 
aud ſettled the axconomy of his future viſits, re- 
turned next day to his own lodgings. 

While he thus enjoyed his ſucceis, her huſband 
endured the tortures of the damned, When he 
returned from the coftee-houſe, and underſtood 
that his wile had cloned, without being perecived 
by any perſon in the family, he began to rave and 
foam with rage and jealouſy, and in the fury of 
diſtraction, accuſed the landlady of being an ac- 
complice in her eſcape, threatening to complain 
of her to the commiſſaire. The woman could 
not conceive how Mrs. Hornbeck, who ſhe 
knew was an utter ſtranger to the French lan— 
guage, and kept no fort of company, could clude 
the caution of her huſband, and find any refuge 
in a place where ſhe had no acquaintance, and 
began to ſuſpect the lodger's emotion was no 
other than an affected paſſion to conceal his own 
practices upon his wife, who had perhaps falle 
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2 ſacrifice to his jealous « diſpoſition. She there- 
fore ſpared him the trouble of putting his mena— 
ces in execution, by going to the magiſtrate wit h- 


out any further deliberation, and giving an ac- 


count of what ſhe knew concerning this myſtert- 
ous affair, with certain infinuations againſt Horn- 
beck's character, which ſhe repreſented as pecviſh 
and capricious to the laſt degree. 

Vhile ſhe thus anticipated the purpoſe of the 
plaintiſf, her information was inter pted by the 
arrival of the party himſelf, who exhibited his 
complaint with ſuch evident marks of pe erturba- 
tion, anger and impatience, that the commiliarie 
could eaſily perceive that he had no {hare in the 
ditappearance of his wife; and directed him to 
the heutenant de police, whoſe province it is to 
take cognizance of ſuch occurrences. This gen— 
tleman, who prendes over the city of Pa for, a- 
ving heard the particulars of Jornbeck's misfor— 
tune, aſked if he ſuſpected any :adividata pe- 
ſon as the ſeducer of his yoke-tellow; and when 
he mentioned Peregrine as the object of his ſuſ- 
P!cion, granted a warrant and a detachment of 
:0ldiers, to ſearch for and retrieve the fugitive. 

The huſband conducted them ne to 
the academy, where our hero lodged, and having 
rummaged the whole place, to the alloniſhment 
ot Mr. Jolter, without finding either his wife, or 
the iuppoſcd raviſher, accompanied them to all 
the public houſes in the Fauxbourg; which have 
ing examined alſo without ſuccels, he feturned 
to the magiſtrate in a ſtate of deipair, and obtains 
ed A prom ie of his making ſuch an eficctual en- 
quiry, that in three days s he ſhould have an ac- 


count of her, provided ſhe was alive, and within 


tlie walls of Paris, 

Our adventurer, who had forcſeen al this dit- 
turbance, was not at all ſurprited when his 99+ 
vernor told him what had happened; and con— 


jured him to reſtore the woman to the right 


Owner, with many pathctic remoattrances touch— 


= 
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ing the heinous ſin of adultery, the diſtraction of 
the unfortunate huſband, and the danger of incur- 
ring the reſentment of an arbitrary government, 
which, upon application being made, would not 
fail of eſpouling the cauſe of the injured, He de- 
ned, with great effrontery, that he had the leaſt 
concern 1n the matter, preteaded to reſent the 
deportment of Hornbeck, whom he threatencd 
to chaſtiſe for his ſcandalous ſuſpicion, and ex- 


— anne” PR 5 
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preſſed his diſpleaſure at the credulity of Jolter, | 


who ſeemed to doubt the veracity of his aſle- 
veration. 

Notwithſtanding this confident behaviour, Jol— 
ter could not help entertaining doubts of his fin- 
cerity; and viſiting the diſconiolate twain, bepged 
he would for the honour of his country, as well 
as for the fake of his own reputation, diſcontinue 
his addreſſes to the licutenant de police, and aps» 
ply to the Britiſh ambaſſador, who, by diut of 
friendly admonitions, would certainly prevail up- 
on Mr. Pickle to do him all the juſtice in his 
power, if he was really the author of the injury 
he had ſuſtained, The governor uiged this ad- 
vice with the appearance of ſo much ſvmpathy 
and concern, pronmiſinz to co-operate with all his 
influence in his behalf, that Hornbeck embraced 
the propoſal, communicated his purpoſe to the 
macviſtrate, who commended the reſolution as the 
moſt decent aud deſtrable expedieut he could uſe, 
and then waited upon his excellency, who readi— 
ly eſpouſed his cauſe, and {ending for the young 
gentleman that fame evening, read him tuch a 
lecture in private, as extorted a confeſſion of the 
whole affair. Not that he atlailed him with four 
and ſupercilious maxims, or ſevere rebuke, be- 
cauſe he had penetration enough to ditcern that 
Peregrine's diipolition was 1mpregnable to all ſuch 
attacks; but he firſt of ail rallied him upon ins 
intriguing genius, then in an humorons manner, 
deſcribed the diſtraction of the poor cuckold, who 


he owned was juſtly punitkes tor the abſurdity of 


his conduct; and laſtly, upon the ſuppoſition, 
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that it would be no great effort in Pickle to part 
with ſuch a conqueſt, eſpecially after it had been 
for ſome time poſleſſed, repreſented the neceſſity 
and expediency of reſtoring her, not only out of 
regard to his own character, and that of his na- 
tion, but allo with a view to his eaſe, which 
would in a little time be very much invaded by 
ſuch an incumbrance, that in all probability 
would involve him in a thouſand diticulties and 
diſpuſts. Beſides, he afiured him, that he was 
already, by order of the licutenant de police, 
furrounded with ſpies, who would watch all his 


- motions, and immediately diicover the retreat in 


which he had diſpofcd his prize. Iheſe argue 
ments, and the frank familiar manner in which 
they were delivered, but above all, the laſt conſi- 
deration, induced the young genileman to diſeloſe 
the whole of his proceedings to the ambatilador, 
and promiſed to be governed by his direction, 
provided the lady ſhould not ſuffer for the ſtep ſhe 
had taken, but be received by her huſband 
with due reverence and rctpect. 'Thefe ſtipula- 
tions being agreed to, he undertook to produce 
her in eight and forty hours; and taking coach 
immediately drove to the place of her reſidence, 
where.he ſpent a whole day and a night in con» 
vincing her of the impothbility of their enjoy— 
ing each other in that manner. Then return— 
ing to Paris, he delivered her into the bands 
of the ambaſladur, who having aſſured her, that 


me might depend upon his friendſhip and pro- 


tection, in caſe ſhe ſhould find herfelf agoricved 
by the jealous temper of Mr. Hornbeck, reſtofcd 


| her to her levitimatc lord, whom he counſelled te 


exempt her from that reitraint, which in all pro- 
bability had been the cauſe of her clopement, 
and endeavour to .conciliate her affection by 


tender and reſpectful -uſage. 


The huſband behaved with great humility and 


compliance, proteſting.that his chick ſtudy ſhoutd 


be to contrive parties for her pleature and ſatis» 
laction, But no fſooner.did he regain pollcitiva 
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of his ſtray ſheep, than he locked her up mors 
cloſely than ever; and after having revolved 
various ſchemes for her reforination, determined 
to board her in a convent under the inſpection 
of a prudent abbeſs, who ſhould ſupertntend her 
morals, and recal her to the paths of virtue, 
which ſhe had forſaken. With this view he 
conſulted an Engliſh prieſt of his acquamtance, 
who adviſcd him to ſettle her in a monaſtery at 
Lifle, that the might be as far as poilible from 


the machinations of her lover; and gave him 


a letter of recommendation to the ſuperior of 4 
certain convent in that place, for which Mr, 
Hornbeek ſet out in a few days with his trou- 
bleſome charge. 


un. 


Percerine relves to return to England, i5 diverted 


with the odd char W of two of his countrymen, 
with whoin he comratts an acquaintance in the 
apartments of tne Palais Royal, 


N the mean time, our hero received a letter 
from his aunt, importing that the commodore 
was in a very declining way, and longed much to 
fee him at the garriſon ; and at the tame time he 
heard from his filter, who gave him to underſtand 
that the young gentleman who had for ſome time 
made his addreites to her, was become very prel- 
ſing in his ſolicitations ; ſo that ſhe wanted to 
know in what manner ſhe would anfwer his re- 
peared intreaties. Theſe two conſiderations de— 
termined the young gentieman to iecturn to his 
native country, a reſolution that was far from 
being difagreeable to Jolter, who knew that the 
incumbent on a fiving which was in the gift of 
Trunnion, was extremely old, and that it would 
be his intereſt to be upon the {pot at the ſaid in- 
cembent's deccaſc. 1 8 
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Peregrine who had reſided about fifteen months 


in France, thought he was now fſufliciently qua- 


| lified for eclipſing moſt of his cotemporaries in 
England, and therefore prepared for his depars- 
ture with infinite alacrity, being moreover infla— 
med with the moſt ardent deſire of reviſiting his 


ly with Emilia, whoſe heart he, by this time, 
thought he was able to reduce on his own terms.“ 
As he propoſed ro make the tour-of Flanders 


and Holland in his return to England, hc reſolved 


to ſtay in Paris a week or two after his affairs 
were ſettled, in hope of finding ſome agreeable 
companion diſpoſed for the ſame journcy, and in 
order to refreſh his memory, made a ſecond cir- 
cuit round all the places in that capital, where 
any curious production of art is to be ſcen. 
In the courſe of this ſecond examination he chan- 
ced to enter the Palais Royal, juſt as two gentle— 
men alighted from a Fiacre at the gate, and all 
threc being admitted at the ſame time, he foon 
perceived that the fhangas wee of his own 
country. One of them was a young man, in 
vive air and countcnance appcarcd all the un» 
couth gravity and ſupereilious ſelf-conecit of a 
phyſician piping bot from his ſtudies ; while the 
other, to whom his companion ſpoke by the ap— 
peilation of Nr. Pallet, diſplayed at ſirſt light a 
itrange compotition of levity and afſurance. In- 
deed their characters, dreſs and addicls wae 
ſtrongly contraſted; the doctor wore a fuit of 
black, and a huge tye-wig, ncither ſuitable to his 
own age, nor the faſhion of the country where he 


then lived: whereas the other, though ſeenungly 


turned of ſiſty, ſtrutted in a gay ſummer dreis of 
the Pariſian cut, with a bag to his own grey hair, 
and a red feather in his hat, which he carried un- 
der his arm. As thcfe figures ſeemed to promiſe 
ſomething entertaining, Pickle entered into cen— 
verſation with them immediately, and ſoon diſco— 
vered that the old gentleman was a painter: from 


0 \ o . . 8 
friends, and renewing his connexions, particulars 
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London, who had ſtole a fortnight from his oc. we 
pation, in order to vilit the remarkable paintings Pre 
of France and Flanders; and that the doctor had Þ an 
taken the opportunity of accompanying him in Þ aſh 
his tour. Being extremely talkative 2, he not on- wa 
ly communicated theſe particulars to our hero inter 


: a very few minutes after their meeting, but al- | the 
11a ſo took occafion to whiſper in his ear, that his thi 
þ. fellow traveller was a man of vaſt learning, and, 

beyond all doubt, the greateſt poet of the age. 

my As for himſelf, he was under no neceſſity of ma. 

0 king his own evilogium ; for he toon gave fuchÞ f 
1 ſpecimens of his taſte and talents, as left Pickle Lat 
11 no room to doubt of his capacity. thi: 
* While they ſtood conſidering the pictures in] his 
4 one of the firſt apartments, which are by no 
” means the moſt maſterly compoſitions, the Swits, ſh toe 
. who ſets up for a connoiſteur, looking at a cer- Per 
15 tain piece, pronounced the word magnifigue | hne 


with a note of admiration x; upon which Mr. Pal wa: 
let, who was not at all a critic in the French tho 


| language, rephed with great vivacity, ** ATA the 
you mcan, and a very indifferent” piece of ma- ian 
nufacture it is; pray, gentlemen, take Bok ice, mo 
there is no keeping in thoſe heads upon the back the 


ground, nor no relief in the principal Ae ani 

then you'll obſerve the thadings are harſh to tbeſ der 
laſt degree ;—and come a little cloſer this way— tra 
don't you perceive that the fore-ſhortening of that mo 
arm is montrous—ag gad, Sir! there is an abſolute dvd 
fracture in the and ana- Hof 
tomy, don't you an that muſele evidently mi- of 
placed ? Hark ye, Mr. what d've call um, (turn. 


—— . — 2 


' 
— 


ing to the attendant) what is the name of the x 
dauber who painted that miſerable performance 
Ihe Swiſs-imagined that he was all this time 7 
| expreſiing his latis faction, ſanctioned his ſuppok d not 
Þ commendation, by explaining ſans prix. „Right, I tell 


cried Pallet, [ could not recolle& his mains ch: 
though his manner is quite familiar to me. Weed 
1 have a few picces in England, done by that fame fan 
S.ngprec; but there they are in no efimat:on ;iÞ ma 
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we have more taſte among us, than to reliſh the 


CCl 
ing; productions of ſuch a miterable gout. A'wt he 
had an ignorant coxcomb, doctor?” The phyſician, 
m in Þ aſhamed of his companion's blunder, thought it 
on-: was neceſſary for the honour of his own charac— 
o in] ter, to take notice of it before the ſtranger, and 
t al- therefore anſwered his queſtion, by repeating 
t his this line from Horace, 
anch! | 
ax. Þ Mato nomine, de te favula narratur. 
ma · 
ſuch! The painter, who was rather more ignorant of 
ckle Latin than of French, taking it for granted that 
this quotation of his friend, conveyed an aſſent to 
s in his opinion, Very true, ſaid he, Potatoe do- 
no e dete, This piece is not worth a fngle pota- 
wits, toe.“ Peregrine was aſtoniſhed at this furpriſing 
cer - perverhon of the words and meaning of a Latin 
zue! line, which, at firſt, he could not hiclp thinking 
Pal-Jwas a premeditated joke; but upon fſccond 
ench] thoughts, he faw no reaſon to doubt that it was 
bac, the extemporaneous effect of ſheer pertneſs and 
ma- Jignorance, at which he broke out into an im- 
tice, moderate fit of laughter. Pallet, believing that 
back the gentleman's mirth was occationed by his arch 
ure:Manmadverſion upon the work of Sangpres, un- 
tbe l derwent the ſame emotion in a much loude 
ay— rain, and endeavourcd to heighten the jeſt by 
that more obſervations cf the fame nature; white the 
lure doctor, confounded at his impudence and want 
ana- of knowledge, reprimanded him iu theſe words 
mil- of Homer, 
urn⸗ 
the Siga me tis alles Achaion teuton akonje muthon. 
cet” | 
time This rebuke, the reader will eaſily perceive, was 
074d not calculated for the meridian of his friend's in- 
ight, tellects, but uttered with avicw of raiting his own 
1ameſ character in the opinion of Mr. Pickle, who retort- 
Weſ ed this parade of leainiog in three verſes from the 
ſame fanic author, being part of the ſpeech of Folyda- 
ion; 


mas to Hector, importing that it is impoſible for 
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one man to excel in every thing. The ſelf.ſuf. 00 
ficient phyſician, who did not expect ſuch a repar- you 
tce from a youth of Peregrine's appearance, b. ˖ 
looked upon his reply as a fair challenge, and in- : 
ſtantly rehearſed forty or fifty hnes of the lliad in 5 a 
a breath, Obſerving that the ſtranger made no = 
effort to match this effuſion, he interpreted his _ 
filence into ſubmiſſion ; then, in order to afcertain Þ © | 
his victory, inſulted him wich divers fragments 3 
of authors, whom his ſuppoſed competitor did 5 
not even know by name; while Mr. Pallet ſtared 5. | 
with admiration at the profound ſcholarſhip of his "ap 
companion. Our young gentleman, far from re- > 
pining at this ſuperiority, laughed within himſclf 155 
at the ridiculous ambition of the pedantic doctor, 25 
He rated him in his 6wn mind as a meer index- av: 
hunter, who held the co. of ſcience by the tail, 808 
and foreſaw an infinite fund of diverſion in his ay [ 


7 toe ne) n . tas ovira it. 1 : 
olemnity and pride, if properly extracted by Y - 1 
mcans of his fellow-traveller's vanity and aſſur- "=p 
ance. Prompted by theſe confiderations, he re- in! 
ſolved to cultivate their acquaintance, and, if | 


zoſſible, amute himſelf at their expence in his on 
journey thro” Flanders, underſtanding that they F, -_ 
were determined upon the ſame ronte. In this him 
view he treated them with extraordinary atten- NA 
tion, and ſeemed to pay particular deference to but 
the remarks of the painter, who with great intrepi- Not. 
dit y pronounced judgment upon every picture in = 
the palace, or in other words, expoſed his own 2 
nakeduets, in every ſentence that proceeded from ges 
his mouth. | _ 
When they came to conſider the murder of the I; 4 
Innocents by Le Brun, the Swiſs obſerved, that it Nr 
was un lea morceau, and Mr. Pallet replied, 2 
« Yes, yes, one may fee with half an eye, that ths 
it can be the production of no other; for Bomor- tue 


ſo's ſtile both in colouring and drapery, is alto- 
gether pecuhar ; then his defign is tame, and his 
expreſhon antic and unnatural, Doctor, you 
have ſeen my Judgment of Solomon; I think! 
may without preſumption— but, 1 don't chooſe 
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to make compariſons; I leave that odious taſk to 
other people, and let my words ſpeak for them- 
ſelves. France, to be ſuie, is rich in the arts, 
but what is the reaſon ? the king encourages men 
of genius with honour and rewards : whereas, in 
England, we are obliced to ſtand upon our own 
feet, and combat the envy and malice of our 
brethren : agad! I have a good mind to come 
and ſcttle here in Paris; I ſhould like to have an 
apartment in the Louvre, with a ſnug penſion of 
ſo many thouſand livres.“ In this manner did 
Pallet proceed with an eternal rotation of tongue, 
ſtoundering from one miſtake to another, until it 
was the turn of Pouflin's ſeven ſacraments to be 
examined. Here again the Swits, out of the abun- 
dance of his zeal, expreſlcd his admiration, by 
ſaving, theſe pieces were 7payable;- when the 
painter turning to him with an air of exultation, 
© Pardon me, friend, there you happen to be 
miſtaken, theſe are none of Impayable's; but done 
by Nicholas Pouſcen. I have teen prints of them 
in England, ſo that none of your tricks upon tra- 
vellers, Mr. Swiſs, or Swaſh, or what's your name.” 
He was very much elated by this imaginary 
triumph of his underſtanding, which animated 
him to perſevere 1n his curious obſervations upon 
all the other pieces of that celebrated collection ; 
but perceiving that the doctor maniſeſted no ſigns 
of pleaſure and ſatis faction, but rather beheld 
them with a lilent air of diſdain, he could not 
digeſt his indiflerence, and atked with a waggith 
ſneer, if ever he had ſeen ſuch a number of maſ- 
ter-pieces before ? The phyfician eving him with 
a look of compaſſion mingled with contempt, ob- 
ſerved that there was nothing there which de— 
ſerved the attention of any perſon acquainted with 
the ideas of the ancients; and that the author of 
the fineſt piece now in being, was unworthy to 
elcan the bruſhes of one of thoſe great maſters, 
who aie celebrated by the Greek and Roman 
writers. © O lud! O lud! (exclaimed the paint- 
r, with a loud laugh) you have fairly brought 
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yourſelf into a dilemma at laſt, dear doctor; 
for it is well known that your ancient Creel; 
and Roman artiſts knew nothing at all of the 
matter, in compariſon with our modern maſters, 
for this good reaſon, becauſe they had but three 
or four colours, and knew not how to paint with 
oil: beſides, which of all your old fuſty Grecians 


would you put upon a footing with the divine 


Raphacl, the moſt excellent Michael Angelo Bona 
Roti, the graceful Guido, the bewitching Titian, 
and above all others, the ſublime Rubens, the” 
—— He would have proceeded with a long ca. 
talogue of names which he had got by heart for 
the purpoſe, without retaining the leaſt 1dea of 
thcir\ſeveral qualitications, had not he been in- 


terrupted by lis friend, whote indigna ation being 


kindled by the irreverence with which he men- 
tioned the Greeks; he called him blaſphemer, 
Goth, Eœotian, and in bis turn, aſked with grcat 
vchemence, which of thoſe puny moderns could 
match with Panænus of Athens, and his brother 
Phidias, Polycletus of Sicyon, Polygnotus the 
Thraſian, Parrhaſius of Epheſus, ſurnamed Abro- 
diaitos, or the Ber, and Apclles, the prince of 
painters * He challenged him to ſhew any por- 
trait of theſe day: : that could vie with the Helen 
of Zeuxis the A or any compoſition 
. to the ſacriſice of higenia, by Timaunthes 
the Sicyonian ; not to mention the twelve 204 
of Aſclepiad os the Athenian, for which Mas- 
ſon, tyrant of Elatea, gave him about three hun. 
dred pounds a-piece; or Homer's hell by Nics, 
who refuſed ſixty talents, amounting to upwards 
of cleven thouſand pounds, and generouſly mace 
a preſent of it to his own country. He detired him 
to produce a collection equal to that in the Tem: 
ple of Delphos, mentioned in the Jon of Euri- 
pides; where Hercules and his companion lo— 
laus are repreſented in the act of killing the Le- 
nzan hydra, with golden fickles, eis Var pas, 
where Bellerophon appears on his winged ſieed, 
vanquiſhing the fice-breathing chimera, 2 purips 
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necrſan; and the war of the giants is deſcribed. 
Here [upiter ſtands wielding the red hut thunter= 
bolts, Kcraumon amphipuron ; there Pallas dreadful 
to the view, Gergspru, brandiſheth her ſpear 
againſt the huge Enceladus ;- and Bacchus, with 
ſlender ivy rods, defcats and flays the gas fernon, 


or mighty ſon of eazith. The painter was aſto- 
niſhed and conſounded at this rhapſody of names 
and inſtances, which was utrercd with ſurpriſing 
exgerneſs and rapidity ; tuſpecting at firſt that the 
whole was the creation of his own brain; but 
when Pickle, with a view of flattering the doctor's 
ſelf-conceit, eſpouſed his ſide of the queſtion, 
and confirmed the truth of every thing be ad- 
vanced, Mr. Fallct changed his opinion, and in 
emphatic filence adored the immenfity of his 
friend's underflanding. In ſhort, Peregrine eaſily 


perceived that they were ſalſe enthuſiaſts, without. 


tie ſmalleſt pretenſions to taſte and ſenſibility; 
and pretended to be in raptures with they knew 
not what; the one thinking it was incumbent 
upon him to expreſs tranſports on ſeeing the works 
of thoſe who had been moſt eminent in his pro— 
fellion, whether they did or did not rcally raife 


his admiration ; and the other as a ſcholar deem- 


ing it his duty to magnify the ancients above all 
competition, with an affected fervour, which the 
knowledge of their excellencies never infpircd. 
Indeed, our young gentleman fo ſucceſsfully ac— 
commodated himfc!t to the difpolitions of each, 
that long before their review was finiſhed, he was 
become a particular favourite with both. 

From the Palais Royal he accompanicd them to 
the cloiſters of the Carthuſtans, where they con- 
lidered the hiſtory of St. Bruno, by Le Sucur, 
whoſe name being utterly unknown to the painter, 
he gave judgment againſt the whole compoſition, 
as pitiful and paultry; though in the opinion of 
all good judges it is a moſt maſterly performance, 

Having ſatisfied their curioſity in this place, 
Peregrine aſked them to favour him with their 
company at dinner; but whether out of caution 
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againſt the inſinuations of one whoſe character 
they did not know, or by reaſon of a prior en- v 
gagement, they declined his invitation on pictence Þ n. 
of having an appointment at a certain ordinary, J ti 
tho' they expreſſed a deſire of being farther ac- Þ ti. 
quainted with him; and Mr. Pallet took the free. Þ 4 
dom of aſking his name, which he nor only de-] gf 
clared, but promited, as they were ſtrangers in og 
Paris, to wait upon them next day in the fore- ha 
noon, in order to conduct them to the hotel de un 
Tholouſe, and the houſes of ſeveral other noble- w] 
men, remarkable for painting or curious furni-Þ na 
ture. They thankfully embraced his propoſil, J th 
and that ſame day made cnquiry among the Eng-] bu 
liſh gentlemen, about the character of our hero, 
which they found fo much to their ſatisfaction, Þ ge: 


that upon their ſecond meeting, they courted his Jof 


good vgraces without reſerve; and as they had ent 
heard of his intended departure, begged earneſtly I an 
to have the honour of accompanying him through I pf | 
the Low Countrics. He aſſured them, that no- pai 
thing could be more agreeable to him, than the 1 

proipect of having fuch feliow-travellers ; and I he 
they immediately appointed a day for ſetting out I bir, 


on that tour. | Fra 
plu 

En; 

. XIII. vati 

ſaid 


He introduces bis new friends to Mr. Jolter, wi Bate 
whom the doctor enters into a diſpute upon g ferid 
vernment, which had well nigh terminated in 
Open war. | 


\ E AN while, he not only made them ac- 

quainted with every thing worth ſceing in 
towa, but attended them in their excurhons to 
all the kinz's houſes within a day's journey of 
Paris; and in the courſe of theſe parties, treate! 
them with an elegant dinner at his own apart- 
ments, where a diſpute aroſe between thc doctor 
and Mr. Joker, which had well nigh terminated 
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in an irreconcileable animoſity. Theſe gentleinen, 
with an equal ſhare of pride, pedantry, and ſatur- 
nine diſpoſition, were by the accidents of educa- 
tion and company, diametrically oppoſite in poli- 
tical maxims; the one, as we have already ob- 
ſerved, being a bigotted high churchman, and the 
other a rank republican. It was an article of the 
governor's creed, that the people could not be 
happy, nor the earth yield its fruits in abundance, 
under a reſtricted clergy and limited government: 
whereas, in the dottor's opinion, it was an eter- 
nal truth, that no conſtitution was ſo perfect as 
the democracy, and that no country could flouriſh, 
but under the adminiſtration of the mob. 

Theſe conſiderations being premiſed, no won- 
der that they happened to diſagree in the freedom 
of an unreſerved converſation, eſpecially as their 
entertainer took all opportunities of encouraging 
and enflaming the contention. The firſt ſource 
of their difference was an unlucky remark of the 

ainter, who obſerved that the partridge of which 

e was then eating, had the fineſt reliſh of an 

he had ever taſted. His friend owned that the 
birds were the beſt of the kind he had ſeen in 
France; but affirmed that they were neither ſa 
plump nor delicious as thoſe that were caught in 
England. The governor, confidering this obſer- 
vation as the effect of prejudice and inexperience, 
ſaid, with a ſarcaſtical ſmile, * I believe, Sir, you 
ate very well diſpoſed to find every thing here in- 
ferior to the productions of your own country”? 
„True, Sir, (anſwered the phyſician with a cer- 
tain ſolemnity of aſpect) and not without good 
reaſon, I hope.” „And pray (reſumed the tu- 
tor), why may not the partridges of France be 
as good as thoſe of England?” © For a very 
plain reaſon, replicd the other, becauſe they are 
not io well ſed. The iron hand of oppreſſion is 

extended to all animals within the French domi- 

R:0ns, even to the beaſts of the field and the fowls 
ot the air. Kuneſſin cicnoiſi te paſi,” © Egad! 

ed = painter, that is 3 truth not to be con- 

VOL: Io N 
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troverted : for my own part, I am none of your 
tit-bits, one would think, but yet there's a fleſh- 


neſs in the Engliſh complexion, a gin/ecyte, | 


think you call it, fo inviting to a hungry French— 
man, that I have caught ſeveral in the very act 
of viewing me with an eye of extreme appetite, 
as 1 paſſed; and as for their curs, or rather their 
wolves, whenever [ ſet cycs on one of 'm, Ah! 
your humble ſervant Mr. ſon of a bitch, I am 
upon my guard in an inſtant, The doctor can te. 
tify that their very horſes, or more properly tlicir 
Ive carrion that drew our chaiſe, uſed to reach 
back their long necks and ſmell at us, as a couple 
vf delicious morſels.“ This fally of Mr. Pallet, 
which was received with a general Jaugh of 
approbation, would, in all probability, have 
ſtifled the diſpute in embryo, had not Mr. ſolter, 
with a ſelf-applauding ümper, ironically com— 
plimented the ſtrangers on their talking like true 
Engliſhmen. The doctor, aſſronted at the in- 
Inuation, told him with ſome warmth, that he 
was miſtaken in his conjecture, his aftections and 
ideas being contined to no particular countiy; for 
he confidered himſelf as a citizen of the world. 
He owned himiclf more attached to Fngland 
than to any other kingdom, but this preference 
was the effect of reflection, and not of prejudice; 
becauſe the Britiſh conſlitution approached nearcr 
than any other to that perfection of government, 
the democracy of Athens, which he hoped one 
day to ſce revived: he mentioned the death of 
Charles the firſt, and the cxpulſion of his ſon, 
with raptures of applauſe, inveighed with gi at 
acrimony againſt the kingly name; and in order 
to {ſtrengthen his opinion, repeated forty or fifty 
lines from one of the Phillippicks of Pemoſthenss. 
Teltcr hearing him ſpeak ſo difreſpcckfully of the 
Higher powers, glowed with indignation. He faid 
his doctrines were deteſtable and deilructive of 


— 


. * i * * "3 
all right, order, and focicty; that monarchy was 
” 4 i , 4 0 - } 2 2 - a 17 a * vary Ane 
of diviné inſtitution, therciore indefcaſible by any 


human power; and of conſequence the events 
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in the Engliſh hiſtory which he had fo liberally 


commended, were no other than flagrant in- 
ſtanccs of tacrilege, perſidy, and ſedition; that the 
democracy of Athens was a moſt abſurd conſtitu— 


tion, productive of anarchy and mitchict, which 


muſt always happen when the government of a 
nation depends upon the caprice of the ignorant 


hair-bramed vulgar? that it was in the E of 


the moſt proitigate member of t he commonwea! ith, 
pro vided he was endowed with 1 EIOGUERCE e, to ruin 
the moſt deſerving, by a avipe rate cxertion of his 
talents upon the po mulact. vio had been ofttn 
periuaded to act in the moſt ungrateful and im- 
prudent manner, againſt the greateſt patriots that 
their country had produced: and tin: aliy, he 
averied, that the liberabarts and ſoien ces ha ne- 
ver fiourithed fo much in a republick, as under the 
cucouragement and prote: Aion of abſolute power; 
witneſs the Auguſtan age, and the reign of 
Lewis the fourteenth: nor was it to be ſuppoſed 
that genius and me! it cod ever be {o amply re- 
com peuted by the individuals, or diſtracted coun- 
cils of a commonwealth, as by the generohty 
and magniticence of one, who had tie whole 
treaſures at his own command, 


Peregrine, who was pleaicd to find the conteſt 


grow warm, abferved that there ſeemed to be a 
good deal of truth in what Mr. Jolter advanced; 
and the painter, waote opinicn began to waver, 
looked with a face of expcctation at his friend, 
who modelling his features into an expreflion of 
exulting diſdain, atked of his antagoniſt, if he 


did not think that very power of rewarding me- 
rit, enabled an abſolute prince to indulge himfelf 
J i © 


in the mott arbitrary licence over the lives and 


fortunes ot this is prophet Before the e had 
time to anſwer this queſtion, Pallet broke fortir , 
into an_cxciamarion of * By the Lord! that is 
certainly. fact eg TT that was a home thurſt, doc- 


FEY 


tor.” II Rr. Jolter chatiiting this fhallow 
intruder with a contemptuous look, atfirmed that 
though ſupreme power furnithed a good prince 
£ T- ; 
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with the means of excrting his virtues, it would 
not ſupport a tyrant in the exerciſe of cruelty and 
oppreſlion; becauſe in all nations the genius of 
the people muſt be conſulted by their governors, 
and the burden proportioned to the ſhoulders on 
which it is laid. Elſe, what follows ?” ſaid the 
phyſician. The conſequence is plain, replied 
the governor, inſurrection, revolt, and his own 
deſtruction : for it is not to be ſuppoſed that the 
ſubjects of any nation would be ſo abject and pu- 
ſillanimous, as to neglect the means which heaven 
hath put in their power for their own preſerva— 
tion.” © Gadzyoks; you're in the right, fir, 


cried Pallet, that I grant you muſt be confeſſed 3 


doctor, I'm afraid we have got into the wrong 
box.” This fon of Pzan, however, far from 
being of his friend's opinion, obſerved with an air 
of triumph, that he would not only demonſtrate 
the ſophiſtry of the gentleman's laſt allegation, 
by argument and facts, but even confute him with 
his own words. Jolter's eyes kindling at this 
preſumptuous declaration, he told his antagoniſt, 
while his lip quivered with reſentment, that if his 
arguments were no better than his breeding, he 
was ſure he would make very few converts to 
his opinion; and the doctor, with all the inſo— 
lence of triumph, adviſed him to beware of diſ- 
putes for the future, until he ſhould have made 
himtelf more maſter of his ſubject. 

Peregrine both wiſhed and hoped to ſee the diſ- 
putants proceed to arguments of more weight 
and conviction; and the painter, dreading the ſame 
iflue, interpoſed with the uſual exclamation of 
« for God's fake gentlemen !”” when the governor 
roſe from :able in great dudgeon, and left the 
room, muttering ſome cjaculation, of which the 
word coxcomb only could be diſtinctly heard. 
The phyſician being thus left maſter of the field 
of battle, was complimented on his victory by 
Peregrine, and ſo elevated by his ſucceſs, that 
he declaimed a full hour on the abſurdity of Jol- 
ter's proputition, and the beauty of the democra- 
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tick adminiſtration ; canvaſſed the whole ſcheme 
of Plato's republic, with many quotations from 
that ideal author, touching the To xaza04; from 
thence he made a tranſition to the moral ſenſe of 
Shafteſbury, and concluded his harangue with the 
greareſt part of that frothy writer's rhapſody, 
which he repeated with all the violence of enthu- 


ſiaſtie agitation; to the unſpeakable ſatisſation of 


his entertainer, and the unutterable admiration 
of Pallet, who looked upon him as ſomething 
ſupernatural and divine. So intoxicated was this 
vain young man with the ironical praites of 
Pickle, that he forthwith ſhook off all reſerve, 
and having profeſſed a friendſhip for our hero, 
whoſe taſte and learning he did not fail to extol, 
intimated in plain terms, that he was the only 
perſon in theſe latter ages, who poſleſied that 
jubmile genius, that portion of the divinity or 
Ti Theion, which immortalized the Grecian 
Pocts; that as Pythagoras aſſirmed the ſpirit of 
Euphorbus had tranſmigrated into his body, he, 
tie doctor, was ſtrangely poſſeſſed with the opi- 
nion that he himſelf was inſpired by the foul of 
Pindar ; becauſe, making allowance for the dif- 
ference of languages, in which they wrote, 
there was a ſurpriſing aflinity between his own 
works and thoſe of that celebrated Theban ; and 
as a confirmation of this truth, he immediately 
produced a ſample of cach, which tho” in ſpirit 
and verſiſication, as different as the Odes of 
Horace and our preſent poet laureat, Peregrine 
diq not ſeruple to pronounce altogether conge— 
nial; notwithſtanding the violence he by this 
ſentence offered to his own conſcience, and a 
certain alarm of his pride, that was weak enough 
to be diſturbed by the phyſician's ridiculous va=- 
nity and preſumption, which not contented with 
diſplaying his importance in the world of taſte 
and polite literature, manifeſted itſelf in arroga— 
ting certain material diſcoveries in the province 
of phyſick, which could not fail to advance him 
to the higheſt pinnacle of that prof-ilion, coul 
N 3 


the taſk being left to his care and duefetion, he 
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dering the recommendation of his other talents, 


together with a liberal fortune which he inhe- 


rited from his father. 


. XLIV. 


The doctor prepares an entertainment in the manner of 
the ancients, which is attended with divers Fidicus 


lou circumſtances. 


FN a word, our young gentleman, by his inſi— 
1 nuating behaviour, acquuicd the full conli- 


-dence of the doctor, who invited him to an en- 


tertainment, which he intended to prepare in 
the manner of the ancients. Pickle, ſtruck with 
this idea, eagerly cmly iced rhe propoſal, which 
He honourcd with many encomiume, as a plan in 
all reſpets worthy of his genius and apprchen— 
fion ; and the day was ppointed at tome Ciſtance 
of time, that the treter might have leiſure to 
compole certain pickles and confections which 
were not to be found among the culinary prepa- 
rations of theſe degonerate days. 

With a view of 1:3 lering the phyfician's taſte 
more conſpicuous, aud extracting from it the 
more diverſion, Peregrine propoſed that ſome 
foreigners ſhould partuke of the banquet; and 


— 


actually beſpoke the company of a french mar- 
quis, an Itahtan count, aud a German baron, 


- whom he kuew to be egregious coxcembs, and 


therefore more !ikely to enhance ihe joy of tie 
cntertainment. 

According n, the hour being arrived, he con— 
ducted them to the hotel where the phyſician 
lodged, att having regaled their expectations 
with an elegant meal in the genuine old Roman 
taſtc; they were received by Mr. Pallet, who 
did the honours of the houſe, while his friend 
ſuperintended the cook below. By this commu— 
nicative painter, the gueſts underſtood that the 
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doctor had met with numerous difficulties in the 
execution of his defign; that no fewer than five 
cook: had been diſmiſſed, becauſe they could not 
prevail upon their own conſciences to obey his 
directions in things that were contrary to the 
preſent practice of their. art; and that although 
he had at laſt engaged a perſon, by an extraordi- 
nary premium, to comply with his orders, the 
fellow was fo aſtoniſhed, mortificd, and incenſed 
at the commands he had received, that his hair 
ſtood on end, and he begged on his knees to be 
releafed from the agreement he had made : but 
finding that his employer inſiſted upon the per- 
formance of his contract, and threatened -to in- 
troduce him to the commiſſaire, if he ſhould flinch 
from the bargain, he had, in the diſcharge of his 
office, wept, ſung, curſed and capered for two 
whole hours without intermiſſion. 

While the company liſtened to this odd infor- 
mation, by which they were prepoſſeſſed with 
ſtrange notions of the dinner, their cars were in- 
vaded by a piteous voice that exclaimed in French, 
„For the love of God! dear Sir! for the paſſion 
of ſeſus Chriſt ! ſpare me the mortiſication of 
the honey and. oil!“ Their cars itill vibrated 
with the ſound, when the doctor entering, was 
by Peregrine made acquainted with the ſtrangers, 
to whom he, in the tranſports of his wrath, 
could not help complaining of the want of com- 
plaiſance he had found in the Pariſian vulgar, by 
which his plan had been almoſt entirely ruined 
and fet aſide. The French marquis, who thought 
the honour of his nation was concerned at this 
declaration, profefled his ſorrow for what had 
happencd, ſo contrary to the eſtabliſhed charac- 
ter of the people, and undertook to fee the de- 
linquents ſeverely puniſhed, provided he could be 
informed of their names or places of abode. The 
mutual compliments that paſſed on this occaſion 
were ſcarce finiſhed, when a ſervant coming mto 
the room, announced dinner; and the entertainer 
led the way into another apartment, where they 
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found a long table, or rather two boards joined 


together, and furniſhed with a variety of diſhes, 


the ſteams of which had ſuch evident effect upon 
the nerves of the company, that the inarquis 
made frightful grimaces, under pretence of taking 
ſnuff; the Itallan's eyes watered, the German's 
viſage underweat ſeveral diſtortions of features; 
our hero found means to exclude the odour from 
His ſenſe of ſmelling, by breathing only through 
his mouth; and the poor painter running into 
another room, plugged his noſtrils with tobacco. 
The doctor himſelf, who was the only perſon 
then preſent whoſe organs were not diſcompoſed, 
Pointing to a couple of couches placed on each 
fide of the table, told his gueſts that he was ſorry 
he could not procurc the exact 7/ic/inia of the an- 
cients, which were lomewhat different from theſe 
conveniences, and defired they would have the. 
goodneſs to repoſe themſelves without ceremony, 
cach in his reſpective couchette, while he and his 
friend Mr. Pallet would place themiclves upright 
at the ends, that they might have the pleaſure of 
jerving thoſe that lay along. This diſpoſition, 
of which the ſtrangers had no previous idea, diſ- 
concerted and perplexed them in a moſt ridicy- 
lous manner, the marquis and baron ſtood. bow- 
ing to each other, on pretence of diſputing the 
lower ſeat, but in reality with a view of profiting 
by the example of one aaother, for neither of 


them underſtood the manner in which they were 
to loll ; and Peregrine, who enjoyed their confu- 


ſion, handed the count to the other ſide, where, 
| with the moſt miſchievous politeneſs, he inkiftcd 
upon his taking poſſeſſion of the upper place. 
| In this difagreeable and ludicrous ſuſpence, 
they continued acting a pantomimeè of geſticula- 
tions, until the doctor earneſtly entieated them 
to wave all compliment and form, left the dinner 
| ſhould be ſpoiled before the ceremonial could be 
| adjuſted. Thus conjured, Peregrine took the 
lower couch on the left hand ſide, laying himſelf 
gently down, with his face towards the table, 
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The marquis, in imitation of this pattern (tho” 
he would have much rather faſted three days 
than run the riſk of diſcompoſing his drefs by 
ſuch an attitude), ſtretched himielf upon the op- 
polite ap, reclining upon his elbow in a moſt 
painful and awkward fituation, with his head 
raiſed above the end of the couch, that the œco- 
nomy of his hair, might not ſuſſer by the * 
tion of his body. The !talian, being a thin limber 
crcature, piante d himſelf next to Pickle, without 
ſſtaining any misfortune, but that of his flocks 
55 > being torn by a ragge q nail of the ſeat, as he 
raiſed his legs on a level with the reſt of his 
limbs. But the baron, who was neither fo wieldy 
nor ſupple in his joints as his companions, ſloun- 
ccd iimicl! down with tach precipitation, that 
his feet ſuddenly tilting up, came in furious con- 
tact with the head of the marquis and demolifhed 
every curl in a twinkling, while AP own ikull, 
at-the lame iuſtant, detceaded upon the fide of his 
couch with Jack violence, that his perriwig was 
ſtruck off, and tes whole room filled with pulvilio. 
Thee Grollery of diſtreſs tat attended this diſ- 
aſter entirely vangquiſhied the affected gravity of 
our young gentleman, Who was obliged to fan 
preis E Fat ighiter by cramming his handkerchie®© 
iu his mouth; for the bare-headed German aik=- 


ing pardon. with ſuch ridiculous confuſion, and. 


"y 
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the marquis admitted his a pology with fach rue 
ful -complaiſance, as were ſuilicicat to awake the 


mit ol a quictiſt. 
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his misfortune being repaired as well as the 
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occurred, that the company might be dicected 


in their cho! ce; al 1d with an air ot inſinite ſatif- 


faction thus bega in; This here, gentlemen, 18 
a boiled goule, ſerved up in a fauce cor mpoſed of 
pepper, lovage, coriande l mint, rue, anchovies, 

aud 011! I with for your iakes, gentlemen, it was 
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one of the geeſe of Ferrara, ſo much celebrated 
among the ancients for the magnitude of their 
livers, one of which is ſaid to have weighed up— 
wards of two pounds ; with this food, exquilite 
as it was, did the tyrant Heliogabalus regale his 
Hounds. But I beg pardon, I had almoſt forgot 
the ſoup, which I hear is ſo neceſſary an article 
at all tables in France, At each end there are 
diſhes of the falacacabia of the Romans, one is 
made of parſley, pennyroyal, cheeſe, pine-tops, 
honey, vinegar, brine, eggs, cucumbers, onions, 
and hen livers; the other is much the ſame as 
the ſoup maigre of this country, Then there 
is a loin of veal boiled with fennel and ca- 
raway ſeed, on 4 pottage compoſed of pickle, 
oil, honey and flour, and a curious hachis of the 
Iights, liver and blood of an hare, together with 
a diſh of roaſted pigeons. Monſieur le Baron, 
Mall I help you to a plate of this ſoup?” The 
German, who did not at all diſapprove of the in- 
gredients, aſſented to the 1 and ſeemed to 
reliſh the compoſition; while the marquis being 
aſked by the painter which of the fi/ly-kickabys 
he choſe, was in conſequence of his defire ac- 
commodated with a portion of the at fans Os ; 
and the count, in lieu of ſpoon- meat, of which 
he ſaid he was no great admirer, ſupplied himſelf 
with a pigeon, therein conforming to the choice 
of our young gentleman, whoſe example he de- 
termined to follow through the whole courſe of 
the entertainment. 

The Frenchman having ſwallowed the firſt 
ſpoonful, made a full pauſe, his throat ſwelled, 
as if an egg had ſtuck in his gullet, his eyes 
rolled, and his mouth underwent a ſeries of in— 
voluntary contractions and dilations. Pallet, 
who looked ſtedfaſtly at this connoiſſeur, with a 
view of conſulting his taſte, before he himſelf 
would venture upon the ſoup, began to be di- 
ſturbe at theſe emotions, and obſerved with 
tome concern, that the poor gentleman ſeemed 
to be going into a fit; when Peregrine aſſured 
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him, that theſe were ſymptoms of extacy, and for 
further confirmation, aſked the marquis how he 
found the ſoup. It was with infinite difficulty 
that his complaiſance could ſo far maſter his dif- 
gnſt, as to enable him to anſwer, “ Altogether 
excellent, upon my honour !” And the painter 
being certified of his approbation, lifted the ſpoon. 
to his mouth without ſcruple; but far from 
juſtifying the eulogium of his taſter, when this 
precious compoſition diffuſed itſelf upon his pa- 
late, he ſcemed to be deprived of all ſenſe and& 
motion, and ſat like the leaden ſtatue of ſome 
river god, with the liquor flowing out at both 
ſides of his mouth, 

The doctor, alarmed at this indecent phæno— 
menon, earneſtly enquired into the canfe of it; 
and when Pallet recovered his recollection, and 
ſwore that he would rather ſwallow porridge 
made of burning brimſtone, than ſuch an infer- 
na} meſs as that which he had taſted ; the phy- 
ſician, in his own vindication, aſſurcd the com- 


pany, that, except the uſual ingredients, he had. 


mixed nothing in the ſoup but ſome ſal armoniac 
inſtead of the ancient nitrum, which could not 
now be procured ; and appealed to the marquis, 
whether ſuch a ſuccedancum was not an improves 
ment on the whole. The unfortunate petit mai- 
tre, driven to the extremity of his condeſcenſion, 
acknowledged it to be a maſterly refinement, 


and decming himſelf obliged in point of honour, + 


to evince his ſentiments by his practice, forces 
a few more mouthfuls of this diſagrecable potion 
down his throat, till his ſtomach was fo much of- 
fended, that he was compelled to ſtart up of a 
ſudden, and, in the hurry of his elevation, over- 
turned his plate. into the boſom of the baron. 
Ihe emergency of his occaſions would not permit 
him to ſtay and make apologies for this abrupt 
behaviour; ſo that he flew into another apat- 
ment, where Pickle found him puking, and 
croihng himiclf with great devotion ; and a chair, 
at his deſite being brought to the coor, he ſlipt 
N 6 
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into it more dead than alive, conjuring his friend 
' Pickle to make his peace with the company, and 
in particulartoexcuſe him to the baron, on account 
of the violent fit of illnefs with which he had 
been ſeized. It was not without reaſon that he 
employed a mediator; for when our hero rc. 
turned to the dining-room, the German got up, 
and was under the hands of his own lackcy, 
who wiped the greaſe from a rich embroidered 
- waiſtcoat, while he, almoſt frantic with his mil- 
fortune, ſtamped upon the ground, and in High 
Datch curſed the unlucky banquet, and the im- 
pertinent entertainer, who all this time, with 
great deliberation, conſoled him for the diſaſter, 
by atlaring him, that the damage might he rc- 
paired by ſome oil of turpentine and a hot 


iron. Peregrine, who could ſcarce refrain from 


laughing in his face, appcaſed his indignation, 
by telling him how much the whole company, 
and eſpecially the marquis, was mortified at the 
accident; and the unhappy ſalacacabia being rc- 
moved, the places were tilled with two pics, one 
of dormice Iquored with ſyrup of white pop- 
Pics, which the doctor had ſubſtituted in the 
room of toalted poppy-ſ{ced, formerly caten with 


honey, as a deſert; and the other compoſed of 


an hock of pork baked in honey. 

Pallet hearing the ſirſt of theſe diſhes deſeribed, 
lifted up his hands and eyes, and with figns of 
loathing and amazement pronounced, ** A pve 
made of dormice and {yrup of poppics ; Lord in 
heaven! what beaſtly fellows thoſe Romans 
were!” IIis friend checked him for his irreve- 
rent exclamation with a fevere look, and recom- 
mended the veal, of which he himſelf chearfully 
eat, with ſuch encomiums to the company, that 
the baron reſolved to imitate his example, after 
having called for a bumper of Burgundy, which 
the phyſician, for his ſake, wiſhed to have 
been the true wine of Falernum. The painter 
ſeeing nothing elfe upon the table which he would 
veuture to touch, made a merit of ncceſlity, and 
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had recourſe to the veal allo; although he could 
not help faying, that he would not vive one lice 


olf the roaſt beef of Old England for-all the dain— 


tics of a Roman emperor's table. But all the 
doctor's invitations and aſſurances could not pre- 
vail upon his gueſts to honour the hachis and the 
goote; and that courſe was ſuceceded by another, 
in which he told them were divers of thoſe diſlies, 
which among the ancients had ohtaincd the appel- 
lation of po/iteles, or magnificent, “ That wich 
ſmoaks in the middle (ſaid he) is a ſow's ſtomach, 
tilled with a compoktion of minced pork, hog's 
brains, eggs, pepper, cloves, gailick, annifecd, 
rue, ginger, oil, wine, and pickle. On the right 
hand tide - are the teats and belly of a ſow, juſt 
fairowed, fried with ſweet wine, oil, flour, lo- 
vage and pepper. On the left is a fircaiſecol ſnails, 
ſed, or rather purged, with milk, t that end next 
Mr. Pallet are fritters of pompions, lovage, origa- 
num and oil; ad hefe are a couple of pullets, 
roaſted and ſtuiled in the manner of Appicins.” 
The painter, who had by wry faces teſtiſicd his 
abhorrence of the fow's ftomnch, which he com- 


pared to 4 5agpipe, and the ſnails which had un- 
dergone pargation, no ſooner heard him ment ion 


the roalted pullets, than he eagerly ſolicited a 
wing of thc fowl; upon which the doctor de- 
fired he would take the trouble of cutting them 
up, and accordingly ſent them round, while Mr. 
Pallet tneked the table-cloth under his chin, 
and brandiſhed his knife and fork with fingular 
addicts; but ſcaree were they ſect down before 
him, when the tcars ran down his cheeks, and 
he called aloud, in a manifeſt diſorder, ©* Z— ds |! 
this is the eficnce of a whole bed of garlic !” 
That he might not, however, diſappoint or diſ- 
grace the entertainer, he applied his inftruments 
to one of the birds; and when he opened up 
the cavity, was aflaulted by fuck an irruption of 
intulcrable ſmells, that, without ſtaying to dif- 
engage himielt from the cloth, he ſprung away, 
with an exclamation of, © Lord jcius!” and in- 
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volved the whole table in havock, ruin, and 
contuſion. | 


Before Pickle could accompliſh his eſcape, he 


was ſauced with a ſyrup of the dormouſe pye, 
which went to picces in the general wreck ; and 
as for the Italian count, he was overwhelmed 
by the ſow's ſtomach, which burſting in the fall, 
diſcharged its contents upon his leg and thigh, 
and ſcalded him ſo miſcrably, that he ſhricked 
with anguith, and grinned with a moſt ghaſtly 
and horrible aſpect. | 

The baron, who ſet ſecure without the vortex 
of this tumult, was not at all diſpleaſed at ſceing 
his companions involved in ſuch a calamity as 
that which he had alrcady ſhared ; but the doctor 
was confounded with thame and vexation. After 
lLaving preſcribed an application of oil to the 
counts leg, he expreiled his ſorrow for the miſ- 
adventure, which he openly afcribcd to want of 
talte and prudence in the painter, who did not 
think proper to return, and make aun apology in 
perſon; and proteſted that there was nothing in 
the fowls which could give offence to a ſenſible 
note, the ſtufling being a mixture of pepper, 
lovage and atla fœtida, and the ſauce conſiſting 
of weine and herring-pickle, which he had uſed 
1n{tcad of the celebrated garum of the Romans; 
that ſamous pickle having becu prepared ſome— 
times of the ſcombri, which were a tort of tunny 
fiſh, and fometimes of the filurus, or ſhad fiſh : 
nay, he obſerved that there was a third kind, 
called garum hæ mation, made of the guts, gills 
and blood of the thynnus, 

The phytician, finding it would be impraci- 
cable to re-eſtabliſh the order of the banquet, 
by preſenting again the dithes which had been 
diicompoſed, ordered every thing.to be remov- 
ed, a clean cloth to be laid, and the deſert to be 
brought in. 

Mean while, he regretted his incapacity to give 
them a ſpecimen of the alieus, or ſiſh meals of the 
ancients, ſuch as the jus diabaton, the congers 


— back <br} 


Pc 


JC BG ĩðͤ M2, 


PEREGRINE PICKL.F. 303 


eel, which, in Galen's opinion, is hard of digeſ- 
tion, the cornuta, or gurnard, deſcribed by Pliny 
in his Natural Hiſtory, who ſays, the horns of 
many of them were a foot and a half in length; 
the mullet and lamprey, that were in the higheſt 
eſtimation of old, of which laſt Julins Cæſar 
borrowed fix thouſand for one triumphal ſupper, 
He obſerved, that the manner of dreiling them 
was deſcribed by Horace, in the account he gives 
of the entertainment to which Mæcenas was in- 
vited by the epicure Naſiedenus: 


Aﬀpertur ſquillas inter Murena natantes, &c. 


And told them, that they were commonly eaten 
with the thus ſyriacum, a certain anodyne and 
aſtringent ſeed, which qualified the purgative na- 
ture of the fiſh. Finally, this learned phyſician 
gave them to underſtand, that though this was 
reckoned a Juxurious diſh in the zenith of the 
Roman taſte, it was by no means comparable, in 
point of expence, to ſome preparations in vogue 
about the time of that abſurd voluptuary Helio- 
gabalus, who ordered the brains of fix Some 
oſtriches to be componnded in one meſs, 

By this time the deſert appeared, and the com- 
pany were not a little rejoiced to ſee plain olives 
in ſalt and water: but what the maſter of the 
feaſt valued himſelf upon, was a fort of jelly, 
which he affirmed to be preferable to the hypo- 
trimma of Heſychius, being a mixture of vine- 
gar, pickle, and honey, boiled to a proper con- 
ſiſtence, and candied aſſa fœtida, which he aſ- 
ſerted, in contradiction to Aumelbergius and 
Liſter, was no other than the laſer ſyziacum, ſo 
precious, as to be fold among the ancients to the 
weight of a filver penny. Ihe gentlemen took 
his word for the excellency of this gum, but con- 
tented themſelves with the olives, which gave 
ſuch an aprecable reliſh to the wine, that they 


ſcemed very well diſpoſed to conſole themſelves. 


for the diſgraces they had endured ; and Pu Kle, 
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unwilling to loſe the leaſt eireumſtance of enter- 
tainment that could be enjoyed in their company, 
went in queſt of the painter, who remained in 
his penitentials f in another apartment, and could 
not be perſuaded to re-enter the banqueting- 
room until Peregrine undertook to procure his 
pardon hom thoſe whom he had injurcd, Having 
allured him of this indulgence, our young gen— 
tleman led him in like a criminal, bowing on 
all hands with an air of humility and contrition; 
and partic: U! tarly addretfn 8 himfelt to the Count, 
to whom he {wore in Engliſh, ad God was his 
ſaviour, he had no intent to 1 wont. man, wo— 
man, or child; but was fain to make the buſt of 
Its way, that he might not give the honourable 
company caute of offence, by. obeying the dic- 
e f nature in their preſence 
When Pickle interpreted this apology to the 
talian, Pallet was forgi ven in very polite terms, 
and cven received into favour by A friend the 
doctor, in N of our hero's intercetiton: 
fo that all the oucſts forgot their chagrin, and 
paid their reſpccts o piouily to frog bottle, that 
in a ſhort time the Champaign e produced very 
cvident effects in che behaviour of all present. 
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HE painter, at the requeſt of Pickle, wlio 

hat a deſiga upon the count's fenſe of 
hearing, favourcd the com, Dany with the ſong of 
Bumper Squire Fines, which yictded inſinite ati 
faction to the baron; but affected the delicate 
ears of the Italian in ſuch a manner, that his 
features cxprelicd atluniiiment and difquict : and 
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by his ſudden and repeated journiés to the door, 
it plainly appeared, that he was in the ſame. pre- 
dicament with thoſe who, as Shakeſpeare ob— 
ſerves, when the bagpipe fings in the noſe, cans» 
not contain their urine for affection. 

With a view, therefore, of vindicating muſie 
from ſuch a barbarous taſte, Mr. Pallet had no 
ſooner performed his taſk, than the count ho- 
noured his fricads with ſome favourite airs of 
his own country, which he warbled with infinite 


grace and expreihon, tho' they had not energy 


ſufficient to engage the attention of the German, 
who fell faſt aſleep upon his couch, and ſ{nored. 
ſo loud, as to interrupt, and totally annul this 
raviſhing entertainment; fo that they were fain 
to have recourſe again to the glaſs, which made 
ſuch innovation upon the brain of the phyſician, 
that he ſung divers odes of Anacreon to a tune 
of his own compoling, and held forth upon the 
muſic and recitative of the ancients with great 
erudition 3 while Pallet, having found means to 
make the Italien acquainted with the nature of 
his profeſſion, harangucd upon painting with 
wonderful volubility, in a language which (it 
was well for his own credit) the ſtranger did not 
underſtand. 

At lengtli the doctor was ſeized with ſuch a 
qualm, that he begged Peregrine to lead him to 
his chamber; and the baron being waked, re- 
tired with the count. | 

Peregrine being rendered froliekſome with the 
wine he had drank, propoſed that he and Pallet 
ſhould go to a maſquerade, which he recollected 
was to be given that night, The painter did not 
want curioſity, and inclination to accompany 


him, but expreſſed his apprchenſion of long 


him in the ball; an accident which could not 
fail to be very diſagreeable, as he was -an utter 
ſtranger to the language and the town, To 
vbviate this objection, the landlady, who was of 
their council, adviſed him to appear in a wo- 
man's dicis, which would lay his companion un- 
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der the neceſlity of attending him with more 
care, as he could not with decency detach him— 
ſclf from the lady whom he ſhould introduce; 
beſides, ſuch a ſuppoſcd connection would hin- 
der the ladies of pleaſure from accoſting, and 
employing their ſcducing arts upon a perſon al. 
ready engaged. 

Our young gentleman, foreſeeing abundance 
of diverſion in the exccution of this project, ſe— 
conded the propoſal with {ſuch importunity and 
addreſs, that the painter allowed himſelf to be 
habited in a ſuit belongmg to the landlady, who 
alſo procured for him a maſk of domino, while 
Pickle provided himtclt with a Spanith dreſs. 1n 
this diſpuite, which they put on about cleven 
o'clock, did they, attended by Pipes, ſet out in 
a Fiacre ſor the ball room, into which Pickle led 
this tup; jc [ſitious female, to the aſtoniſhment of 
the whole company, who had never ſeen ſuch an 
uncouth figure in the appearance of a woman. 

After they had taken a view of all the re- 
markable maſques, and the painter had bcen 
treated with a glaſs of liqueur, his miſchievous 
companion gave him the flip, and vaniſhing in 
an inſtant, returned with another maſk and a 
domino over his habit, that he might enjoy Pal- 
let's perplexity, and be at hand to protcct him 
from inſult. 

The poor painter having loſt his guide, was 
almoſt diſtracted with anxicty, and ſtalked about 
ay room, in queſt of him, with ſuch huge ſtrides 
and oddity of geſture, that he was followed by a 
whole multitude, who gazed at him as a preter- 
natural phxnomenon, This attendance jncreaſ- 
ed his uncaſineſs to ſuch a degree, that he 
could not help uttering a ſoliloquy aloud, in 
which he curſed his fate for having depended up- 
on the promiſe of ſuch a wag; and ſwore, that 
if once he was clear of this ſcrape, he would not 
bring himſelf into ſuch a premunire again for the 
whole kingdom of France. 
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Divers petit maitres underſtanding the maſque 
was a foreigner, who in all probability could not 
ſpeak French, made up to him in their turns, in 
order to diſplay their wit and addreſs, and terzed 
him with ſeveral arch queſtions, to which he 


made no other anſwer than, © No porly Francy. 


Pamn your chattering ! Go abont your buſineſs, 
can't ye?” Among the maiks was a nobleman, 
who began to be very free with the ſuppoſed la— 
dy, and attempted to plunge his hand into her 
boſom : but the painter was too modcit to tuſler 
ſuch indecent treatment; and when the gallant 
repeated his efforts in a manner ſtill more indcli— 
cate, lent him ſuch a box on the car, as made the 
lights dance before him, and created ſuch a ſuſpi- 
cion of Pallet“ ſex, that the Frenchman iiwore he 
was either a male or hermaphrodite, and inſiſted 
upon a ſerutiny, for the ſake of his own honour, 


with {ich obſtinacy of reſentment, that the ſi cti- 


tious nymph was in imminent danger, not only 
of being expoſed, but alto of undergoing ſevere 
ch-ſtitement, for having made {fo free with the 
priuce's car; when Peregrine, who ſaw and over- 
heard every thing that paſled, thought it was 
high time to intcrpoſe; and accordingly, aſlert- 
el hi: pretenlions ro the infulted lady, who was 

verjoyed at this proof of his protection. : 

Phc affronted gallant perſevered in demanding 
to know who ſhe was, and our hero as {LLenuout- 
ly. refuſed to give him that ſatisfaction : fo that 
high words enſued ; and the prince threatening to 
puniſh his infolence, the young gentleman, who 
wus not ſuppoſed to know his quality, pointed 
to the place where his own ſword uf to hang, 
aud mapping his fGagers in his face, laid hold on 
the painter's arm, and led him to avother part of 
the room, leaving his antagoniſt to the medita- 
tions of his own revenge. | | 

Pallet having chid his conductor for his barba- 
rous deſertion, made him acquainted wich the 
difficulty in which he had been involved, aud 
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flatly telling him, he would not put it in his power 
to give him the ſlip again, held faſt by his aim 


during the remaining part of the entertainment, 


to the no ſmall diverſion of the company, whoſe 
attention was altogether cnorolled in the contem— 
plation of ſuch an aukward, ungainly, ſtalking 
apparition. At laſt, Pickle being tired of exhibt- 
ting this rarce-thew, complied with the repeated 
deſires of his companion, and handed ber 
into the coach; which he himſelf had no ſooner 
entered, than they were ſurrounded by a file of 
muſqueteers, commanded by an exempt, who 
ordering the coach door ro be opened, took his 
place with grcat deliberation, while one of his 
detachment mounted the box, in order to direct 
the driver. 

Peregrine at once conceived the meaning of this 
arrcſt, and it was well for him that he had no wene 
pon wherewith to ſtand upon his defence; for uch 
was the impetucſity and raſhneis of his temper, 
that had he been armed, he would have 1un all 
riſks rather than furrender himfelf to any odds 


whatever; but Pallet imagining that the officer 


was ſume gentleman who had miſtaken their car- 
riage for his own, deſired his friend to undeceve 
the itranger ; and when he was informcd of the 
real ſtate of their condition, his knees began to 
ſhake, his tceth-io chatter, and he uttered a moſt 
dotcful lamentation, importing his fear of being 
carried to ſome hidcous dungeon of the Baſtile, 
where he ſhould ſpend the reſt of his days in mi— 
ſery and horror, and never fee the light of God's 


fun, nor the face of a friend; but periſh in a. 


forcign land, far removed fem his family and 
conncxions. Pickle damned him for his puſilla— 
nimity, and the exempt hearing a lady bemoan 


herſclf fo piteoutly, cxprefied his mortification at 


being the inſtrument of giving her ſuch pain, and 
endeavoured to confolc them, by repretenting the 
lenity of the French government, and the fingu- 
lar geverolity of the prince, by whoſe onder they 
were apprehended. | 
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Peregrine, whoſe diſcretion fecmed to forſake 
him on all ſuch occaſions, exclaimed with great 
bitterneſs againſt the arbitrary adminiſtration of 
France, and inveighed with many expreſſions of 
contempt, againſt the character of the offended 
rince, whoſe reſentment, far from being noble, 
he ſaid, was pitiful, ungenerous, and unjuſt. 'T'o 
this remonſtrance the ofhicer made no reply, but 
ſhrugged up his ſhoulders in ſilent . ker. 
at the hardiefſe of the priſoner, and the Fiacre was 
juſt on the point of ſetting out, when they heard 
the noiſe of a ſcuſile at the back of the coach, 
and the voice of Tom Pipes, pronouncing, “ I'll 
be damn'd if I do.” This truſty attendant had 
been deſired by one of the guard to deſcend from 
his ſtation in the rear, but as he reſolved to ſhare 
his maſter's fate, he took no notice of their in- 
treaties, until they were ſeconded by force ; and 
that he endezvoured to repel with his heel, which 
he applied with ſuch energy to the jaws of the 
ſoldier who firſt came in contact with him, that 
they emitted a craſhing ſound like a dried walnut 


between the grinders of a templar in the pit. Ex- 


aſperated at this outrage, the other ſaluted Tom's 
olteriors with his bayonet, which incommoded 
kim ſo much, that he could no longer keep his 
poſt, but leaping upon the ground, gave his an- 
tagoniſt a chuck under the chin, and laid him 
upon his back, and then ſkipping over him with 
infinite agility, abſconded among the crowd of 
coaches, till he ſaw the guard mount beſore and 
behind upon his maſter's Fiacre, which no ſoon— 


er ſet forward than he followed at a ſmall diſtance, 


to reconnoitre the place where Peregrine ſhould 
be contined. | | 

After having proceeded flowly through many 
windings and turnings to a part of Paris, in 
which Pipes was an utter ſtranger, the coach ſtops 
ped ar a great gate, with a wicket in the middle, 
which being opened at the approach of the car- 
nave, the priſoners were admitted, and the guard 
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returning with the Fiacre, Tom detcrmined ty 
watch in that place all night, that in the morn- 
ing he might make ſuch obſervations, as might be 
conducive to the enlargement of his maſter, 


7 


IVI. 

By the fidelity of Pipes, Jolter is informed of is 
pupil's fate. Confers with the phyſician. Appiics 
to the Embaſſador, who with great arfficutiy 06 
{ains ine diſcharge of the priſoners, on certain 
conduit. 


HIS plan he executed notwithſtanding the 
pain of his wound, and the queſtions of the 
guard both horſe and foot, to which he 
conld. make no other and cr than e fro leis, Lis 
glois;“ and as ſoon as it was light, taking an ac- 
curate ſurvey of the caſtle (tor ſuch it ſeemed to 
be) into which Peregrine and Pallet had been 
conveved, together with its lituation in reſpect 
to the river, he went home to the lodgings, aud 
wk! Mr. Jolter, gave him an account of the 
adventure. The governor wrung his hands in thc 
utmoſt grief and conſternation, when he heard 
this unfortunate piece of news; he aid not doubt 
that his pupil was impriſoned in the Paſtile 
for life; and in the anguiſh of his apprehen tion, 
curſed the day on which he had undertaken to 
ſuperiniend the conduct of juch an mmprucent 
young man, who had by reiterated in fults Provo 
ked the vengeance of fach a mild forbearing ad- 
miniſtration. That he might nor, however, 1 
lect auy means in his power to extiicate 
from his preſent misfortune, he diſpatched 1 ho- 
mas to the doctor, with an account of his contpa— 
nion's fate, that they might Join their intereſt in 
chalf of the captives; and the phyſtcian bein 
informed of what had happened, 
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accoſted in thele words: “ Now, fir, I hope you 
are convinced of your error, in aflerting that op- 
preſlion can never be the effect of arbitrary pows 
er. Such a calamity as this could never have hap- 
pened under the Athenian democracy: nay, even 
when the tyrant Piſiſtratus got poffeſſion of that 
commonwealth he durſt not venture to rule with 
ſuch abſolute and unjuſt dominion. You thall ive 
now that Mr. Pickle and my friend Pallet will fall 
a ſacrifice to the tyranny of lawleſs power; and 
in my opinion we ſhall be acceffary to the rum of 
this poor enflaved people, if we beſtir ourjeives 
in demanding, or imploring the releate of our un— 
happy countrymen; as we may thereby prevent 
the commiſiton of a flagrant crime, which would 
fill un the vengeance of heaven againit the perpe— 
trators, and perhaps be the micans of reſtoring a 
whole nation to the un{pcakxable fruition of t1ce- 
dom. For my own part, I ſhould rejoice to fee 
the blood of my father ſpilt in fuch a glorious 
cauſe, provided ſuch a victim would furniſh me 
with the opportunity of difiolving the chains of 
ſlavery, and vindicating that liberty which is the 
birth-right of man. Then would my name be 
immortalized among the patriot heroce of antiqui— 
ty, and my memory like that of Hurmodins and 
Ariſtogiton, be honoured by ſtatues erected at the 
ublic expence.” This rhapfody, which was de- 
livered with great emphaſis and agitation, gave ſo 
much offence to.Jolter, that w.thout ſpeaking one 
word, he rented in great wrath to his own cham- 
ber, and the republican returned to his lodging, 
in full hope of h's prognoſtic being veritied in the 
death and de ſtruction of Peregrine and the parnt- 
cr, which muſt give rite to ſome renowned revo- 
lution, whercin he himſelf would act a principal 
part. But the governor, whoſe imagination was 
not quite ſo warm and proline, went directly to 
the embaffador, whom he informed of his pupil's 
ſituation, and beſought to mterpoſc with the 
French miniſtry, that he and the other Britith 
ſubject might obtain thar liberty, 
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His excellency aſked if Jolter could guels at the 
cauſe of his impriſonment, that he might be the 
better prepared to vindicate or excuſe his con. 
duct; but ncither he nor Pipes could give the 
ſmalleſt hint of intelligence on that fubject; tho' 
he furniſhed himſelf from "Tom's own mouth with 
a circumſtantial account of the manner in which 
his maſter had been arreſted, as well as of his 
own behaviour, and the diſaſter he had received 
on that occaſion. His lordſhip never doubted 
that Pickle had brought this calamity upon him- 
ſelf by ſome unlucky prank he had played at the 
maſquerade ; eſpecially when he underſtood that 
the young gentlemen had drank freely in the at- 
ternoon, and been ſo whimſical as to go thither 
with a man in woman's apparel j and he that 
fame day waited on the French miniſter, in ful 
confidence of obtaining his diſcharge ; but met 
with more difficulty than he expected, the court 
of France being extremely punctilious in every 
thing that concerns a prince of the blood: the 
embaſſador was, therefore, obliged to talk in ve. 
ry high terms, and though the preſent cireum- 
ſtances of the French politics would not allow 
them to fall out with the Britiſh adminiſtration 
for trifles, all the favour he could procure, was a 
promiſe that Pickle ſhould be ſet at liberty, pro- 
vided he would atk pardon of the prince to whom 
he had given offence. ' His excellency thought 
this was but a reaſbnable condeſcenſion, ſuppoſing 
Peregrine to have been in the wrong; and Jolter 
was admitted to him in order to communicate 
and reinforce his lordſhip's advice, which was 
that he ſhould comply with the terms propoſed, 
The governor, who did not enter this gloomy for: 
treſs without fear and trembling, found his pupil 
in a diſmal apartment void of all furniture, but a 
ſtool and truckle-bed; the moment he was ad- 
mitted, he perceived the youth whiſtling with 
great unconcern, and working with his pencil at 
the bare wall, on which he had delineated a ludi“ 
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ecrous figure labelled with the name of the noble- 
man whom he had affronted, and an Engliſh maſ- 
tiff with his leg lifted up, in the attitude of make 
ing water in his ſhoe. He had been even ſo pre- 
ſumptuous as to explain the device with ſatirical 
inſcriptions in the French language, which when 
Jolter peruſed, his hair ſtood on end with affright. 
The very turnkey was confounded and overawed 
by the boldneſs of his behaviour, which he had 
never ſeen matched by any inhabitant of that 
place; and actually joined his friend in perſuad- 
ing him ro ſubmit to the caſy demand of the mini- 
ſter. But our hero, far from embracing the coun» 
{cl of this advocate, handed him to the door with 
great ceremony, and diſmiſſed him with a 
kick on the breech; and to all the ſupplications 
aud even tears of Jolter, made no other reply, 
than that he would ſtoop to no condeſcenſion, be- 
cauſc he had committed no crime; but would leave 
his caſe to the cognizance and exertion of the Bri» 
tiſh court, whoſe duty it was to fee juſtice done 
to its own ſubjects : he deſired, however, that 
Pallet, who was confined in another place, might 
avail himſelf of his own diſpoſition, which was 
ſuthcicntly pliable. But when the governor deſi- 
red to ſee his fellow-priſoner, the turnkey gave 
him to underſtand that he had received no orders 
relating to the lady, and therefore could not ad- 
mit him into her apa nent; though he was com- 
piaitant enough to tell him that ſhe ſeemed very 
much mortificd at her confinement, and at certain 
times behaved as if her brain was not a little diſ- 
ordered. Jolter thus baffled in all his endeavours, 
quitted the Baſtile with a heavy heart, and re- 
ported his fruitleſs negociation to the Embaſſador, 
who could not help breaking forth into ſome acri- 
monious expreſſions againſt the obſtinacy and in- 
ſolence of the young man, who, he ſaid, deſerved 
to ſuffer for his folly. Nevertheleſs he did not de- 
uſt from his repreſentations to the French mini- 
fir 2 1 he found ſo unyielding, my he was 
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obliged to threaten in plain terms, to make it x 
national concern; and not only writ to his court 
for inſtructions, but even advited the council t, 
make reprijals, and ſend ſome French gentleman 
in London to the Tower. 

This intimation had an eſfect upon the mini- 


ſtry at Verſailles, who rather than run the riſk of 


incenſing a people whom it was ncither their in— 
tereſt nor inclination to diſoblige, conſented to 


diſcharge the offenders, on condition that they. 


ſhould leave Paris in three days after their «- 
largement. This. propoſal was readily agrecd to 
by Peregrine, who was now a little more tractable, 
and heartily rircd of being cooped up in ſuch 
an uncomfortable abode, for the ſpace of three 
long days, without any fort of communicatiog 
or entertainment, but that which his own 1m» 
gination ſuggeſted, 


. XLVII. 


Peregrine makes himfe!f merry at the expence of the 
painter, who curſes bis landlady, aud breaks wit? 
the doctor. 


As he could eafily conceive the ſituation of his 
companion in adverſity, he was unwilling 
to leave the place, until he had reaped ſome 
diverſion from his diſtreſs, and with that view rei 
Paired to the dungeon of the afflicted painter, to 
which he had by this time free acecſs. When by 
entered, the firſt object that preſentcd tick ti 
his eye, was fo uncommonly ridiculous, that h. 
could ſcarce preſerve that gravity of countcnauc 
which he had affected in order to exccute the jo, 
he had planned, The forlora Pallet fat upright 
in his bed in a diſhabille that was altogether: 
traordinary, He hat lad aide his monitio!s 
boop, together with his ſtays, gown and pet: 
coat, WMapped his lappets about his head by wa 
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of night-cap, and wore his domino as a looſe 
morning-dreſs; his grizzled Jocks hung down 
about his lack-luſtre eyes and tawney neck, in all 
the diſorder of negligence ; his grey beard briftled 
about half an inch, through the remains of the 
Paint with which his vitage had been bedaubed, 
and every feature of his face was lengthened to 
the moſt ridiculous expreſſion of grief and diſmay. 
Secing Peregrine come in, he ſtarted up in a fort 
of frantic extaly, and running towards him with 
open aims, no ſooner perceived the woeful aps 
pearance into which our hero had modelled his 
pkyvſiognomy, than he ſtopped ſhort all of a fud- 


den, and the joy which had begun to take poſ- 


ſclllon of his heart, was in a moment diſpelled by 
the moft ructul preſages; ſo that he ſtood in a 
moſt ludicrous poſture of dejection, like a male» 
factor at the Old Bailey, when ſcntence 1s aboat 
to be pronounced. Pickle, taking him by the 
hand, heaved a profound figh, and after having 


proteſted that he was extremely mortified at be- 


ing pitched upon as the meſſenger of bad news, 
told him with an air of ſympathy and infinite 
concern, that the French court having diſcovered 


his ſex, and refolved, in confideration of the. 


eutrageous indignity he offercd in public to a 
Ptince of the blood, to detain him in the Baſtile 
a priſoner for life: and that this ſentence was a 


mitigation obtained by the importunities of the. 


Britiſh Embaſſador; the puniſhment ordained by 
law being no other than breaking alive upon the 
wheel. Theſe tidings aggravated the horrors of 
the painter to ſuch a degree that he roared aloud, 
and ſkipped about the room, in all the extrava- 
gance of diſtraction ; taking God and man to 
witneſs that he would rather ſuſfer immediate 
death, than endure one year's impriſonment in 
luch a hideous place; and curſing the hour of 
his birth, and the moment on which he departed 
tom his own country. For my own pert 
(ſaid his tormentor in a hypocritical tone), I was 
O 2 
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obliged to ſwallow the bitter pill of making ſul}. 
miſſions to the prince, who, as I had not prciu- 
med to ſtrike him, received acknowledgments, 
in conſequence of which, I ſhall be this day ſet at 
liberty; and there is even one expedient left for 
the recovery of your freedom. It 1s, I own, a 
diſagrecable remedy, but one had better undergo 
a little mortification, than he for ever wretched, 
Beſides, upon ſecond thoughts, I begin to ima— 
gine, that you will not for ſuch a trifle ſacrifice 
yourſelf to the uncealing horrors of a ſolitary 
dungeon; eſpecially as your condeſcenſion will 
in all probability be attended with advantages 
which you could not otherwiſe enjoy.” Pallet 
interrupting him with great eagerneſs, begged 
for the love of God that he would no longer 
keep him in the torture of ſuſpence, but men- 
tion that ſame remedy, which he was reſolved tv 
ſwallow, let it be never ſo unpalatable. 
Peregrine having thus played upon his paſſions 
of tear and hope, anſwered, „that as the offence 
was committed in the habit of a woman, which 
was a diſguiſe unworthy of the other ſex, the 
French court was of opinion that the delinquent 
ſhould be reduced to the neuter gender; ſo that 
there was an alternative at his own option, by 
which he had ir in his power to regain immediate 
freedom.” © What ! cried the painter in deſpair, 
become a finger ? Gadzooks ! and the devil and 
all that, I'll rather lie ſtill where Jam, and let 
myſelf be devoured by vermin.” Then thruſting 
out his throat, © Here is my windpipe (ſaid hc) 
be ſo good, my dear friend, as to give it a lice 
or two; if you don't, I ſhall one of theſe days he 
found da. ling in my garters. What an unfor- 
tunate raſcal Il am! What a blockhead, and a 
beaſt, and a fool was Ito truſt myſelf among ſuch 
a barbarous ruſſian race? Lord forgive you, Mr. 
Pickle, for having been the immediate cauſe of my 
diſaſter ; if you had ſtood by me from the begin- 
uing, according to your promiſe, I ſhould not 
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have been teized by that coxcomb who has 
brought me to this paſs. And why did I put on 
this damn'd unlucky dreſs ? Lard curſe that chat- 
tering ſezabel of a landlady, who advited ſuch a 
prepoſterous diſguiſc! a diſguiſe which hath not 
only brought me to this paſs, but alto rendered 
me abominable to myſelf, and trightful to others 
for when I this morning f:gnified to the turnkey, 
that I wanted to he ſhaved, he looked at my 
beard with aſtoniſliment, and croſſing himſelf, 
muttered his pater-noſter, believing me (I 1ſup- 

oſc) ro be a witch, or ſomething worſe. And 
a6 confound that loathſome banquet of the 
ancients, which provoked me to drink too freely, 
that | might wath away the taſte of that accuried 
ſillikicaby.“ 

Our young gentleman, having heard his lamen- 
tation to an end, excuſed himſelf for his conduct, 
by repreſenting that he could not poſſibly foreſee 
the diſagrecable conſequences that attended it 
and in the mean time, ſtrenuoufly counſelled him 
to ſubmit to the terms of bis enlargement. He 
obſerved, that he was now arrived at that time of 
life, when the luſts of the fleſh ſhould be entirely 
mortified within him, and his grcateſt concern 
ought to be the health of his foul, to which 
nothing could more effectually contribute than 
the amputation which was propoſed : that his 
body, as well as his mind, would profit by the 
change, becauſe he would have no dangerous ap- 
petite to pratity, and no carnal thoughts to divert 
him from the duties of his profeſſion ; and his 
voice, which was naturally ſweet, would improve 
to ſuch a degree, that he would captivate the ears 
of all the people of faſhion and taſte, and in a lite 
tle time be celebrated under the appcllation of 
the Englith Seneſino. 

Theſe arguments did not fail to make impreſſion 
upon the painter, who, nevertheleſs, ſtarted two 
objections to his compliance; namely, the dif- 
grace of the puniſhment, and the drcad of his 
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wife. Pickle undertook to obviate theſe difficul- 
tics, by alluring im, t that the icntencc would be 
executed 10 privatciy, as never to t: antp ire; and 
that his wife could not be fo unconicionable, at- 
cer 5 many years of coh: bitation, as to take ex- 
cep tions to an ex bedient, by which the would 
Not only enjoy the converſation of her bn{band, 
but even the fruits of thoſe talents which the 
knite would ſo rem: oy kably refine. 
Pallet ſliook his head at his taſk remonſtrance, 
as if he thought it would not be altogether con- 
*Vincing to lus ſpouſe; but yielded to the propa— 
ſal, provided her content could be obtained, 
Juſt as he ſigniſied this condeſcenſion, the gaoler 
entered, and addreiing himfelf to the ſupposod 
lady, expretied his ſatis action in having the ho- 
-NOUr to tell her, that ſhe was no longer at priſon- 
er. As the painter did not anderftand one word 
-of what he ſaid, Peregrine undertook the office of 
Interpreter, and made his friend believe, the 
gaoler's ſpeech was no other than an intimation, 
that the miniſtry had ſent 2 ſurgeon to cxccnte 
what was propoſed, and that the inſtruments and 


dre ſſings were picpared in the next room. Alarm- 


ed and terrified at this fudden appointment, he 
ew to the other end of the rcom, and fnatech— 
ing up an carthen chamber pot, which was the 
only offenlive weapon in the place, put iii: N f 
zin a poſture of defiance, and ek many 0:tis 
threatened to try the temper of the barber's ikull, 
if he ſhould preſume to jet his noſe within the 
apartment. 

The gaoler, who little expected ſuch a recep- 
tion, coneluded that the poor gentlewoman had 
actually loſt her wits, and retreated with precipi— 
tation, leaving the door open as he went out, 
Upon which Pickle, g athering up the particular 8 
-of his dreſs with great ditpatch, crammed them 
into Pallet's arms, aud taking notice that now 
the conſt was clear, exhorted him to follow his 
tootfteps to the gate, wheie a hackney-coach 
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flood for his reception. There being no time 
for heſitation, the painter took his advice, aud 
without quitting the utenſil, which in his hurry 
he forgot to lay down, fallied out in the rear of 
our hero, with all that wildneſs of terror and 
1mpatience which may be reatonably ſuppoſed to 
take poſſeſſion of a man who flies from perpe— 
tual impriſonment. Such was the tumult of his 
agitation, that his faculty of thinking was for 
the preſent utterly overwhelmed, and he ſaw no 
object bur his conductor, whom he followed by a 
fort of inſtinctive impulſe, without regarding the 
keepers aud centinels, who, as he paſſed, with 
his cloaths under one arm, and the chamber-pyt 
brandiſhed above his head, were confounded, and 
ven diſmayed at the {trange apparition. 

Diuring the whoſe courfe of this irruption, he 
eealrd not to cry with great vociferation, © Drive, 
couchman, drive, in the name of God!“ And the 
carriage had proceeded the length of a whole 
ſtreet, before he. maniſcited the leaſt Hgn of re- 
TeCtion, but ſtared like the Gorgon's head, with 
his mouth wide open, and cach particular hair 
crawling and twining like an animated ſerpent. 
At length, however, he began to recover the 
ute of his tenfes, and aſked if Peregiine thought 
him now out of all danger of being retaken. 
This unrelenting wag, not yet ſatisficd with the 
affliction he had impoſed upon the fſufterer, an— 
ſwered with an air of doubt and concern, that 
he hoped they would not be overtaken, and 
prayed to God they might not be retarded by 
a ſtop of carriages. Pallet fervently joined in this 
ſupplication, and they advanced a few yards fur- 
ther, when the noiſe of a coach at ſull ſpeed behind 
them, invaded their ears; and Pickle having 
looked out of the window, withdrew his head in 
ſceming confuſion, and exclaimed, © Lord have 
mercy upon us! I with that may nor be a guard 
ſent aſter us. Methinks I ſaw the muzzle of 
a fuſil ſticking out of the coach.” The painter 
hearing theſe tidings, that inſtant thruſt himtelf 
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half out at the window, with his helmet till in 
his hand, bellowing to the coachman as loud as 
he could roar, Drive, damn ye, drive! to the 
gates of Jericho and ends of the earth | Drive, 

ou raggamuffin, you raſcallion, you hell-hound ! 
drive us to the pit of hell, rather than we ſhould 
be taken.” . 

Such a phantom could not paſs, without at- 
tracting the curioſity of the people, who ran to 
their doors and windows, in order to behold this 
object of admiration. With the ſame view that 
coach, which was ſuppoſed to be in purſuit of 
him, ſtopt juſt as the windows of each happened 
to be oppolitc ; and Pallet looking behind, and 
ſeeing three men ſtanding upon the foot-board 
armed with canes, which his fear converted into 
fufils, never doubted that his friend's ſuſpicion 
was juſt; but, ſhaking his jordan at the imagi- 
nary guard, ſwore he would ſooner die than part 
with his precious ware. The owner of the 
coach, who was a-nobleman of the firſt quality, 
miſtook him for ſome unhappy woman deprived 
of her ſenſes; and ordering his coachman to 

roceed, convinced the fugitive, to his infinite 
Joy, that this was no more than a falſe alarm. 
He was not, for all that, freed from anxiety and 
trepidation; but our young gentleman, fearing 
his brain would not bear a repetition of the ſame 
joke, permitted him to gain his own lodgings, 
without further moleſtation. | 

His landlady meeting him on the ſtair, was fo 
affected at his appearance, that ſhe ſcreamed 
aloud, and betook herſelf to flight; while he, 
curfing her with great bitterneſs, ruſhed into the 
apartment with the doctor, who, inſtead of re- 
ceiving him with cordial embraces, and congra- 
tulating him upon his deliverance, gave evident 
tokens of umbrage and diſcontent; and even 
plainly told him, he hoped to have heard that he 
and Mr. Pickle had acted the glorious part of 
Cato; an event which would have laid the foun- 
dation of ſuch noble ſtruggles, as could not tail 
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tou end in happineſs and freedom ; and that he. 
had already made ſome progreſs in an ode that” 


wonld have immortalized their names, and in- 
ſpired the flame of liberty in every honeſt breaſt.” 


„ There (ſaid he) I would have proved, that 


great talents, and high tentiments of liberty, do 
reciprocally produce and afliſt cach other; and il- 
luſtrated my aflertions with ſuch notes and quo= 
tations from the Greek writers, as would have 


opened the eyes of the moſt blind and unthink- 


ing, and touched the molt callous and obdurate 
heart. O. foal ! to think the man, whoſe ample 
mind juſt greſp whatever yonder ſtars ſurvey 
Pray, Mr. Pallet, what 15 your opinion of that 


image of the mind's graiping the whole univerſe 2 


For my own part, I can't help thinking at the. 
molt happy conception that ever entered my - 


Imagination. 

The painter, who was not ſuch a flaming en- 
thutiaſt in the cauſe of liberty, could not brook 
the doctor's reflections, which he thoupht fa 
voured a little too much of indiiference and de- 


ſiciency in point of private fricndſhip; and there-- 


fore jcized the preſent opportunity of morutyiag 
his pride, by . obſerving, that the image was 


without all doubt, very grand and magniiicent ; - 
bat that he had been obliged for the idea to Mr. 


Bayes in The Rehearja!, who values himſelf upon 
the ſame figure, conveyed in theſe words, Bat 
all theſe clouds, when by the eye of reaſen graſp'd, 
&c. Upon any other occalion, the painter 


would have triumphed greatly in this detection; 


but ſuch was the flutter aud confuſion of his 
ſpirits, under the apprehenſion of being retaken, 
that without further communication, he retreated 
to his own room, in order to reſume his own 
drefs, which he hoped would alter his appearance 
in ſuch a manner, as to batlle all ſearch and exa- 
mination ; while the phyſician remained athamed 


and abaſhed, to find himſelf convicted of Bombaſt 
by a perſon of ſuch contemptible talents... He. 
was oſlended at this proof of his memory, and fo . 
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much enraged at his preſumption in exhibiting it, 
that he could never forgive his want of reverencc, 
and took every opportunity of expoſing his ipno- 
rance and folly in the ſequel. Indeed, the ties 
of private affection were too weak to engage the 
heart of this republican, whoſe zeal for the com- 
munity had entirely ſwallowed up his concern 
for individuals. He looked upon particular friend- 
ſhip as a paſſion unworthy of his ample ſoul, and 
was a profeſſed admired of L. Manlius, Junius 
Brutus, and thoſe later patriots of the ſame name, 
who ſhut their ears againſt the cries of nature, 
and reliſted all the dictates of gratitude and hu- 
manity. 


ent. 


Pallet conceives an hearty contempt for his fellow- 
traveller, and attaches himſelf to Pickle, who, 
nevertheleſs, perſecutes him with his miſchie vous 
talent, upon the road to Flanders, 


N the mean time, his companion having em- 
ployed divers pails full of water, in cleanſing 
himſelf from the ſqualor of a jail, ſubmitted his 
face to the barber, tinged his eye-brows with a 
ſable hue, and being dreſſed in his own cloaths, 
ventured to vilit Peregrine, who was ſtill under 
- the hands of his valet de chambre, and who gave 
him to underſtand, that his eſcape had beed con- 
nived at, and that the condition of their deli- 
verance was their departure from Paris in three 
days. | 
The painter was tranſported with joy, when 
he learnt that he ran no aq. of being retaken ; 
and far from repining at the terms of his cn- 
largement, would have willingly ſet out on his 
return to England that ſame afternoon; for the 
'Baſtile had made ſuch an impreſſion upon him, 
that he ſtarted at the ſound of every coach, and 
turned pale at fight of a French ſoldier, lu the 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. - 323 


fullneſs of his heart, he complained of the doc- 
tor's indifference, and related what had paſſed at 
their meeting with evident marks of reſentment 
and diſreſpect ; which were not at all diminiſhed, 
when Jolter informed him of the phyſician's be- 
haviour when he ſent for him, to confer about 
the means of abridging their confinement, Pickle 
himſelf was incenſcd at his want of bowels, and 
perceiving how much he had ſunk in the opinion 
of his fellow- traveller, reſolved to encourage 
theſe ſentiments of diſguſt, and occaſionally fo- 
ment the diviſion to a downright quarrel, which 
he foreſaw would produce ſome diverſion, and 

erhaps expoſe the poet's character in ſuch a 
Baht, as would elfectually punith him for his ar- 
rogance and barbarity. With this view, he le- 
velled ſeveral ſatirical jokes at the doctor's pe- 
dantry and want of taſte, which had appeared ſo 
conſpicuous in the quotations he had got by heart, 
from ancient authors, in his aſtected diſdain of 
the beſt pictures in the woild ; which, had he 
been endowed with the leaſt ſhare of diſcernment, 
he could not have beheld with ſuch inſenſibility 
and laſtly, in his ridiculous banquet, which nore 
but an egregious coxcomb, devoid of all elegance 
and ſenſe, would have prepared, or preſented to. 
rational beings. In a word, our young gentle- 
man played the artillery of his wit againſt him 
with ſuch ſucceſs, that the painter ſeemed to 
wake from a dream, and went home with the 


moſt hearty contempt for the petion he had for- 


merly adored, 
[nltead of uſing the privilege of a friend, to 


enter his apartraent without ceremony, he fent | 


in his ſervant with a metlage, importing, that he 
intended to ſet out from Paris next day, in com- 
pany with Mr. Pickle, and deſiring to know 
whether or not he was, cr would be prepared for 
the journey. The doctor ſiruck with the man- 
ner, as well as the matter, of this intimation, 


went immediately to Pallet's room, and demanded | 
to know the cauſe of ſuch a ſudden determiga- 
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tion, without his privity or concurrence; and 
when he underſtood the neceſſity of their aſlairs, 
rather than travel by himſelf, he ordered his bag-— 
gage to be packed up, and ſigniſied his rcadi- 
nels to conform to. the emergency of the case; 
8 
though he was not at all pleaſed with the cava- 
lier behaviour of Pallet, to whom he threw out 
ſome hints of his own importance, anc the im- 
menſity of his condeiceniian, in favouring hir 
-with ſuch marks of regard. But by this time 
theſe infinuations had luſt their effect upon the 
painter, who told him, with an arch ſncer, that 
. did not at all queſtion his learning and eabill- 
ties, and particularly his ikill in cookery, which 
he ſhould never forget while his palate retained 
its function; but neverthcleſs adviſed him, for 
the ſake of the degenerate caters of theſe days, 
to ſpare a little of his ſal armoniac in the next 
tilykickaby he ſhould prepare; and bate ſome- 
what of the devils dung, which he had fo plen— 
tifully crammed into the roaſted fowls, unleſs be 
had a mind to convert his gucſts into patients, 
with view of licking himiclf whole for the ex- 
: Pence of the entirtainment. 

The phyſician nettled at theſe ſarcaſms, eyed 
him with a look of indignation and diſdain; and 
being unwilling to.expreſs himſelf in Engliſh, left, 
in the courſe of the altercation, Pallet mould be 

ſo much irritated as to depart without kim, he 
vented his anger in Greek. The painter, though 
by the ſound he ſuppoſed this quotation to be 
Greek, complimented his friend upon his knows 

"ledge in the Welſh language, and found means 
to rally him quite out of temper; fo that he re- 

tired to his own chamber in the utmoſt wrati: 
and mortification, and left his antagoniſt cxult- 
ing over the victory he had won. 

While theſe things paſſed between theſe ori- 
ginal«s, Peregrine waited upon the Embaflador, 
whom he thanked for his kind interpoſition, ac« 
knowledging the *ndiſcretion of his own conduct, 
with ſuch appearance of conviction, and prumrics 
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of reformation, that his excellence freely ivrgave 
him for all the trouble he had been put to on his 
account, fortified him with ſenſihle advices, and 
atfuring him of his continual favour and friend 

mip, gave him, at paiting, letters of introdue- 
tion to icveral perions ol quali ty belonging to 
the Britiſh court. ; 

Thus dittinguithed, our young gentleman took 
Jeave of all his French acquaintance, and ſpent 
thc evening with fome of thoſe who had enjoyed 
the greateit ſhare of his int macy and confidence; 
while Jolter ſuperintcadcch! nis domeftie concerns, 
and with infinite joy befpoke a poft-chaiſe and 
horſe, in order to convey him from a place 
where he lived in continual appreheniton of ſuf- 
fering by the dangerons difpotition of his pupil. 
Every thing being adjuſted. according to "their 
plan, they and their Tſellow-travellers next day 


. dined together, and about four in the afternoon 
D £ ; Pn 
took their departure in two chailcs, cicorted by 


the valet de chambre, Fipes and the doctor's Jace 
quey on horſeback, well furnihed with arms and 
ammunition, in caſe of being attacked by 16E- 
bers ou the road. 

It was about eleven o'clock at night when they 
arrived at Senlis, which was the place at which 
they propoſed to lodge, and where they were 
obliged to knock up the people of the inn, before 
they could have their ſupper prepared. All the 
proviſion in the houſe was but barely ſuflicient to 
-furnith one indifferent meal; however, the painter 
conſoled himfelf for the quantity with the quality 
of the diſhes, one of which was a fricaijee of rah- 
bit, a preparation that he valued above all the 


dainties that ever {ſmoaked upon the table of the 


ſumptuous Heliogabalus. 
He. had no ſooucr expreſſed himſelf to this ef- 
fect, than our hero, who was almoſt inceſiantly 


layiug trans for diverſion at his neighbours ex- 


Pe rice, laid hold on the declaration; and recol- 
lening the ſtory of Scipio and the muleteer in Gil 
Blas, icſolved to perp ectrate 3 joke upon the ſto- 
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mach of Pallet, which ſeemed particularly well 
diſpoſed to an hearty ſupper. He accordingly 
digeſted his plan; and the company being ſeated 
at table, aſfected to gaze with peculiar eagerneſs 
at the painter, who had helped himſelf to a large 
portion of the fricaſſee, and began to ſwallow it 
with infinite reliſh. Pallet, notwithſtanding the 
keenneſs of his appetite, could not help taking 
notice of Pickle's demeanor; and making a 
ſhort pauſe in the exerciſe of his grinders. ** You 
arc ſurpriſed (ſaid he) to ſee me make ſo much 
diſpatch; but I was extremely hungry, and this 
is one of the beſt fricaſſees I ever taſted : the 
French are very expert in theſe diſhes, that I 
muſt allow; and, upon my conſcience, I would 
never deſire to eat a more delicate rabbit than this 
that lies upon my plate.“ 

Peregrine made no other reply to this enco- 
mium, than the repetition of the word rabbit ! 
with a note of admiration, and ſuch a ſignificant 
ſhake of the head, as effectually alarmed the other, 
who inſtantly ſuſpeuded the action of his jaws, 


and with the morſel half chewed in his mouth, 
ftared round him with a certain ſtolidity of ap- 


_ prehenſion, which is eaſter conceived than de- 
ſcribed, until his eyes encountered the counte- 
nance of 'Thomas Pipes, who being inſtructed, 
and poſted oppotite to him for the occaſion, ex- 
hibited an arch grin, that completed the painter's 
diſorder. Afraid of ſwallowing his mouthful, 
and aſhamed to diſpoſe of it any other way, he 
ſat ſome time in a moſt diſtreſfed ſtare of ſuſ- 

ence; and being queſtioned by Mr. Jolter touch- 
ing his calamity, made a violent effort of the 
muſcles of his gullet, which with diſhculty per- 
forced their office; and then, with great con- 
fuſion and concern, aſked if Mr. Pickle ſuſpected 
the rabbit's identity. The voung gentleman 
aſſuming a myſterious air, pretended ignorance 
of the matter; obſerving that he was apt to ſuſ- 
cc all the dithes of that kind, ſince he had been 
informed of the tricks which were commonly 
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played at inns in France, Italy, and Spain; and 
recounted that paſſage in Gil Blas, which we have 
hinted at above ; ſaying, he did not pretend-to be 
a connoiſſeur in animals, but the legs of the crea- 
ture which compoſcd that fricaſſee did not, in his 
opinion, reſemble thoſe of the rabbits he had uſu- 
ally ſeen. This obſervation had an evident effect 
upon the ſeatures of the painter, who, with cer- 
tain ſigns of loathing and aſtoniſhment, exclaimed, 
© Lord ſeſus!” and appealed to Pipes for a dit- 
covery of the truth, by aſking if he knew any 


thing of the affair. 'Vom very gravely replied, 


that he did ſuppoſe the food was wholeſome e- 


nough, for he had ſeen the ſkin and feet of a ſpe- 


cial ram-cat, new flea'd, hanging upon the door of 
a ſmall pantry adjoining to the kitchen. 

Before this ſentence was uttered, Pallet's belly 
ſeemed to more in contact with his back-bone, 
his colour changed, no part but the whites of his 
eyes were to be ſeen, he dropped his lower jaw, 
and fxivg his hands in his fides, retched with 
ſuch convultive agonies, as amazed and diſcon- 


certed the whole company; and what augmented. 


his diſorder was the tenacious retention of his 
ſtomach, which abſolutcly refuſed to part with 


its contents notwithſtanding all the energy of 


his abhorrence, which threw him into a cold 
ſweat, and almoſt into a fwoon. 
Pickle alarmed at his condition, aſſured him it 


| was 2 genuine rabbit, and that he had tutored 


Pipes to ſay otherwiſe for the joke's fake. But 
this confeſſion he conſidered as a friendly artifice 
of Pickle's compaſſion, and therefore it had little 


effect upon his conſtitution. By the afliſtance, 


however, of a large bumper of brandy, his ſpirits 
vere recruited, and his recollection 1o far reco= 
vered, that he was able to declare, with divers 
contortions of face, that the diſh had a particu- 
lar ranknefs of taſte, which he had imputed partly 
to the nature of the French coney, and partly to 
the compoſition of their tauces; then he inveigh- 
ed agaiuſt the infamous practices of French pub- 


bh 


—— — — — 


| 


222 THE ADVENTURES OF 


licans, attributed ſuch impoſition to their op— 
preilive government, which kept them ſo neceſ- 
ſitous, that they were tempted to exercite all 
manner of knavery upon their unwary guclts. 
Jolter, who could not find in his heart to let 
Nip any opportunity of ſpeaking in favour of the, 
French, told him, “ that he was a very great ſtran- 
ger to their police, elſe he would know, that if 
upon information to the magiſtrate, it ſhould ap- 
pear that any traveller, native or foreigner. has 
been impoſed upon, or ill-treated by a publican, 
the offender would be immediately obliped to 
ſaur up his houſe, and if his behaviour had been 
notorious, he himfelf would be ſeat to the gal- 
lies, without the leaſt heſitation; and as for the 
dich which has been made the occaſion of your 
preſent diſorder {faid he), I will take upon me 
to aflirm it was prepared of a genuine rabbit, 


Which was ſkinned in my preſence; and in con- 


irmation of what I aftert, though ſuch fricaſtces 
are not the favourites» of my taſte, I will eat a 
part of this withaut fcruple.” 80 faying, he 
ſwallowed ſeveral mouthfuls of the queitioned . 
coney, and Pallet ſeemed to eye it again with in- 
elination; nay, he even reſumed his knife and 
fork, and being juſt on the point of applying 
them, was ſeized with another qualm of appre- 
henſion, that broke out in an exclamation of 
After all, Mr. Jolter, if it ſhould be a real 
ram-cat— Lord have mercy upon me! hefe is 
one of the claws.” With theie words he pre- 
ſented the tip of a toe, of which Pipes had ſnipt 
off ive or ſix from a duck that was roaſtcd, and 
purpoſely ſcattered them in the fricaſſee; and the 
governor could not behold this teſtimonial with— 
out ſymptoras of uneaſineſs and remorſe; ſo that 
he aud the painter fat ſilenced and abaſhed, and 
made faces at ench other, while the phyſician, 
who hated them both, exulted over their afflic- 
tion, bidding them be of good chear, and pro- 
ceed with their meal; for he was ready to de- 
monſtrate, that the fleſh of a cat was as. nous - 
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riſhing and delicious as veal or mutton, provided 
they could prove, that the faid cat was not of the 
boar-kind, and had fed chiefly on vegetable diet, 
or even confined its carnivorous appetite to rats 
and mice, which he aftirmed to be daintics of ex- 
quiſite taſte and flavour. He faid, it was a vul- 
gar miſtake to think that all fleſh-devouring crea- 
tures were unfit to be caten; witneſs the con— 
ſumptioa of ſwine and ducks, animals that de- 
light in carnage as well as fith, and pray upon 
each other, and feed on bait and carrion ; toge- 
ther with the demand for bear, of which the 
beſt hams in the world are made. He then obs 
ſerved that the Negroes on the coaſt of Guinea, 
who are healthy and vigorous people, prefer cats 
and dogs to all other fare; and mentioned from 
hiſtory ſeveral ſieges, during which the inhabi- 
tants, who were blocked up, lived upon thefe 
animals, and had recourſe even to human flefſ}:, 
which, to his certain knowledge, was in all reſ- 
pects preferable to pork; for, in the courſe of his 
ſtudies, he had for the experiment's fake caten a 
ſteak cut from the buttock of a perſon who had 
been hanged. : | 

This differtation, far from compoſing, increaſed 
the diſquiet in the ſtomach of the governor and 
painter, who hearing the laſt illuſtration, turned 
their eyes upon the orator, at the ſame inſtant, 
with looks of horror and diſguſt; and the one 
muttering the term Cannibal, and the other pro— 
nouncing the word abomination, they rofe from ta- 
ble in a great hurry, and running towards another 
apartment, juſticd with ſuch violence in the paſ- 
ſage, that both were overturned by the ſhock, 
which alſo contributed to the effect of their nau- 
ſca, that mutually debled them as they lay, 
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„ XLIX 


Nor is the phyſician ſacred from his ridicule, They 
each Arras, where our adventurer engages in 
Pla y with two French of: 9 75 who next m wor nin's 
Live the laudiond an intere, 71 1 proof of their 
UNPITUNCE. 


HE doctor remained ſullen and dejected du— 

ring the w hole jou: nev: not but that he at- 
tempted to recover his importance, by haranguing 
upon the Roman highways, when Mr jolter de- 
wed the company to take notice of the finc pave 
ment upon which they travelled from Paris Ins 
Flanders; but Pallct, who thought he had now 
gained the aſcendency over the phy fician, excrtccd 
himſelf in maintaining the ſuperiority; he had ac- 
quired, by venting various farcaſms upon his 
{clf-conceit and allectation of learning, and £1 cu 
uttering puns and conundrums upon the renatke 
which the republican retaiicd, loo he talked 
of the Flaminian Way, the painter queſtioned 
if it was a better pavement ow the Flemiman 
way on which they travelled: and the doctor 
having obſerved, that this road was made for 
the convenience of drawing the French artillery 
into Flanders, which was often the ſcat of war; 
his competitor in wit replied with inßnite viva— 
city, „ There are more great guns than the 
French king knows of drawn along this cauſeway, 
doctor.” 

Encouraged by the ſucceſs of theſe efforts, 
which tickled the imagination of Joltcr, and drew 
ſmiles as (he imagincd) of approbarion from our 
hero, he ſported in many other æquivoques of the 
ſame nature; and at dinner told the phyſician, 
that he was like the root of the tongue, as being 
curſedly down in the mouth. 


By this time, ſuch was the animoſity ſub5ft- 


ing between thoſe quondam friends, that they 


7 4 * 


r ook wt. a . ond And 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 337 


never converſed together, except with a view of 
expoſing each other to the ridicuie and contempt 
of their fellow-travellers. The doctor was at 
great pains t9 point out the folly and ignorance 
of Pallet in private to Peregrine, who was often 
conjured in the ſame manner by the Painter to 
take notice of the phyſician's want of manners 
and taſte. Pickle pretended to acquicice in the 
truth of their mutual ſeverity, which indeed was 
extremely juſt, and by malicious infinuations 
blew up their contentions with a view of bring— 
ing it to open hoſtitty. But both feemed 10 
averſe to decds of mortal purpoſe, that for a 
long time his arts were batlled, and he could not 
ſpirit them up to any pitch of reſcntment higher 
than ſcurrilous repartee. 

Before they reached Arras, the city gates were 
hut, ſo that they were obliged to take up their 
lodging at an indiftcrent houſe in the ſuburba, 
where they found a couple of French Officers, 
who had alſo rode poſt from Paris fo far on their 
way to Liſte. Theſe gentlemen were about the 
ave of thirty, and their deportment diſtinguiſhed 
by tuch an air of inſolence, as diſyuſted our hero, 
ho nevertheleſs accoited them politcly iu the 
yard, and propoſed that they ſhould ſup together, 
They thinked him for the woes of his invita- 
tion, which, however, they declined upon pre- 
tence of having ordered ſomething for them— 
iclves; but promiſcd to wait upon "him and his 
company immediately aſter their repalt. 

Tins they accordingly performed; and after 
having drank a few glaſſes of Burgundy, one of 
them aſked, if the young gentleman would, for 
paſtime, take a hand at quadrille, Pcregrine 
cally divined the meaning of this propoſal, 
which was made with no other view than that of 
fleecing him and his fellow travellers ; for he well 
knew to what ſhifts a ſubaltern in the French ſer- 
vice is reduced, in order to maintain the appears 
ance of a genticmat 1, and had reaſon to believe 
that moſt of chem were ſharpers from their youth: 
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but, as he depended a good deal npon his own 
penetration and addreſs, he gratitied the ſtranger's 
deſire; and a party was inſtantly formed of the 
Painter, the phyſician, the propoſer and himſelf, 
the other officer having profeſſed himſelf utterly 
ignorant of the game; yet in the courſe of the 
play he took his ſtation at the back of Pickle's 
chair, which was oppoſite to his friend, on pre- 
tence of amuſing himſelf with ſeeing his manner 
of conducting the cards. The youth was not 
ſuch a novice but that he perceived the deſign 


of this palpable piece of behaviour, which, not- 


withſtanding be overlooked for the preſent, with 
a view of flattering their hopes in the beginning, 
that they might be the more effectually puniſhed, 
by their diſappointment in the end. | 
The game was ſcarce begun, when by the re— 


flection of a glaſs he diſcerned the officer at his 


back, making ſigns to his companion, who, by 
theſe preconcerted geſtures, was perfetly in- 
formed of the contents of Peregrine's hand, 
and of confequence fortunate in the courie of 
lay. 

Thus they were allowed to enjoy the fruits of 
their dexterity, until their money amounted to 
ſome Louis, when our young gentleman, think-= 
ing it high time to do himſelf juſtice, figniticd in 
very polite terms to the gentleman who ſtood be- 
hind him, that he could never play with eaſe 
and deliberation when he was overlooked by any 
by-ſtander, and begged that he would have the 
goodneſs to be ſeated. 

As this was a remonſtrance which the ſtranger 
could not with any ſh<w of breeding refiſt, he 
aſked pardon, and retired to the chair of the 
phyſician, who frankly told him, that it was not 
the faſhion of his country for one to ſubmit his 
hand to the perufal of a ſpectator; and when, in 
conſequence of this rebut}, he wanted to quarter 
himſelf upon the painter, he was refuſed by a 
wave ol the hand, and ſhake of the kead, with 
an exclamation of Pardonncz moi“ which was 
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repeated with ſuch emphaſis, as diſcompoſed his 
efirontery, and he found himſelf obliged to fit 
down in a ſtate of montification. 

The odds being thus removed, fortune pro- 
ceeded in her uſual channel ; and though the 
Frenchman, deprived of his ally, endeavoured 
to praCtiie divers ſtrokes of finclie, the reſt of 
the company obſerved him with ſuch vigilance 
and caution, as baffled all his attempts, and in 
a very little time he was compelled to part with 
his winning: but having engaged in the match 
with an intention of taking all advantages, whe- 
ther fair or unfair, that his ſuperior tkill ſhould 
give him over the Engliſhman, the money was 


not refunded without a thouſand diſputes, in the 


courſe of which he eſſayed to intimidate his 
antagoniſt, with high words, which were retorted 
by our hero, with ſuch intereſt, as convinced him 
that he had miſtaken his man, and perſuaded him 
to make his retreat in quiet. Indeed it was not 
without cauſe that they repined at the bad ſuc- 
ceſs of their enterprize ; becauſe in all likelt- 
hood, they had nothing to depend upon for the 
preſent but their own induſtry, and knew not 
how to defray their expences on the road, except 
by ſome acquiſition of this kind. | 

Next morning they roſe at day-break, and re- 
ſolviny to anticipate their fellow-lodgers, beſpoke 
poſt-horſes as ſoon as they could be admitted into 
the city; ſo that when our company appeared, 
their beaſts were ready in the yard ; and they 
only waited to difeuſs the bill, which they had 
ordered to be made out. The landlord of the 
inn preſented his carte with fear and trembling 
to one of thoſe ferocious cavaliers, who no ſooner 
caſt his eye upon the ſum total, than he dif- 
charged a volley of dreadful oaths; and aiked if 
the king's officers were to be treated in that 
manner. 'The poor publican proteſted, with 
great humility, that he had the utmoſt reſpect 
for lus Majeſty, and every thing that belonged to 
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him; and that, far from conſulting his own in- 
tereſt, all that he defired was, to be barely in- 
demaificd for the expence of their lodging. 

This condeſcenſon iteemed to have no other 
effect than that of encouraging their arroganes. 

hey ſwore his extortion ſhould be explained to 
the commandant of the town, who would, by 
making him a public example, teach other jnn- 
keepers how to behave towards men of honour; 
and threatened with ſuch sonſidence of indigna— 
tion, that the wretched landlord, dreading the 
conſequence of their wrath, implored pardon in 
the moſt abjct.manner, begging with many ſup- 
plications, that he might have the pleaſure of 
lodging them at his own charge. This was a 
favour which he with great diificilty obtained; 
they chid him fevereiy for his impoſition, eũ12 
horted him to have more regard for his own con- 
ference, as well as for the convenience of his 
gueſts; and cautioning him in particular touching 
. r to the gentlemen of the army, 
mOtinted their horſes, and rode off in great ſtate, 
leaving him very thankful for having ſo ſaccei]- 
fully appeaſed the choler of two ofticers, who 
wanted either inclination oy ability to pay their 
bill; for cxperience had taught bim to be ap- 
prehenſive of all ſuch travellers, who commonly 
lay the landiord under contribution, by way of 
atonement for the extravagance of his demancis, 
even after he has profeſſed his willingneſs to cu» 
tertain them on their own terms. 
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